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COMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 24th

WSIS

Gender

The pandemic accelerated digitalization in all dimensions of development, but also highlighted 
the persistence of digital divides.

Emerging governance challenges regarding platforms, data management and business models 
must be addressed in an inclusive global dialogue.

Digital skills of the population, as well as the quality, speed, reliability, and affordability of 
connectivity, are crucial to close the various digital gaps among countries and within countries.

The CSTD can play a critical facilitating role.

Health
Digitalization will transform healthcare radically in the next ten years.

Countries must improve their science-policy interface and address inequalities in STI capabilities.

Treating diseases that disproportionately affect the poor remains a priority despite the pandemic.

Stronger global solidarity in scientific research, knowledge, and technology transfer are critical.

Blockchain offers great potential for development but the focus needs to shift away from 
financial applications dissociated from the real economy.

Collaborative, multistakeholder partnerships could help orient blockchain innovation towards 
sustainable solutions in areas such as land titles,  remittances, identity systems, climate 
change and financial inclusion.

Blockchain 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies-0

STIP Reviews
Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Reviews
This UNCTAD programme, launched as an initiative of the CSTD, helping developing countries 
improve their STI plans and programmes so that they strengthen their national innovation 
systems for inclusive and sustainable development.

STIP reviews discussed at the CSTD 24 concerned:

• Dominican Republic (link to the published report) 
• Uganda (link to the published report) 
• Zambia (report forthcoming)

Advances in biotechnology such as CRISPR and mRNA can help develop innovative solutions to 
challenges such as eradicating pathogens, treating degenerative conditions and growing more food.

Biotechnological development has far outpaced regulatory development. 
Ethical concerns with new biotechnologies should receive increased attention.

Dr. Jennifer Doudna 
of California University, Berkeley
Nobel Laureate 
for discovery of CRISPR,

Dr. Katalin Karikó 
of BioNTech for using mRNA 
to develop modern vaccine 
against Covid 19. 

Closing gender gaps in knowledge is essential for building equitable societies. Globally, less 
than 30% of researchers and scientists are women.

More diversity in R&D teams is needed to avoid gender biases in emerging technologies.

Countries should consider awareness raising and education on the intersection 
of gender, technology, and innovation for early childhood educators.

Legal requirements and policies to support and empower women to enter in STI fields could 
be considered.

High-level segment 
The role of science, technology and innovation in a sustainable 

and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic

A conversation 
with great minds

Special session:

Upgrading STI capabilities, digital infrastructure and connectivity, regulatory frameworks for digital health, and supporting 
local innovation and indigenous technologies are central to the response to COVID-19 and its aftermath.

Coordinated policy responses are needed against COVID-19 and similar future crises

Open science and reconsidering intellectual property rights to ensure inclusive access to new technologies were encouraged.
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Adapting support to pandemic challenges 
Field projects to support governments’ COVID-19 response were 
launched, covering transport and trade connectivity, social protection, 
PRELOL]LQJ� ¿QDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV� IRU� GHYHORSPHQW�� DQG� VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH�
UHVXUJHQFH�RI�WKH�060(�VHFWRU�

Ensuring a gender-responsive recovery
81(&(� VWHSSHG� XS� WR� VXSSRUW� D� gender-responsive recovery, by 
strengthening gender statistics, analysing impacts on the care economy, 
EXLOGLQJ�WKH�,&7�VNLOOV�RI�ZRPHQ�HQWUHSUHQHXUV��SURYLGLQJ�SROLF\�JXLGDQFH�
to address gender gaps in ageing societies, and mobilizing 76 standard-
VHWWHUV�WKURXJK�RXU�*HQGHU�5HVSRQVLYH�6WDQGDUGV�,QLWLDWLYH�

SUPPORTING COUNTRIES’ COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERY

Facilitating transport 
The 2EVHUYDWRU\�RQ�%RUGHU�&URVVLQJV�6WDWXV�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�WUDQVSRUW�RI�
FULWLFDO�JRRGV��

Improving access to water and sanitation 
The Protocol on Water and Health�VXSSRUWHG�FRXQWULHV�WR�VWHS�XS�HIIRUWV�
WR�XSKROG�EDVLF�KXPDQ�ULJKWV� WR�ZDWHU�DQG�VDQLWDWLRQ�±�D�NH\�GHIHQFH�
DJDLQVW�WKH�SDQGHPLF����

HELPING COUNTRIES TO IMPLEMENT THE SDGs

Monitoring SDGs progress in the region
81(&(¶V�6'*V�UHSRUW VKRZHG�WKDW�LI�WKH�UHJLRQ�IROORZV�FXUUHQW�WUHQGV��
LW� ZLOO� DFKLHYH� RQO\� ��� RI� WKH� ���� 6'*V� WDUJHWV� E\� ������ FDOOLQJ� IRU�
VWUHQJWKHQHG�FRPPLWPHQW��

Decarbonizing energy for climate action 
7R�DFFHOHUDWH�WKH�GHFDUERQL]DWLRQ�RI�HQHUJ\�LQWHQVLYH�LQGXVWULHV�81(&(�
issued a WHFKQRORJ\�EULHI� RQ�&DUERQ�&DSWXUH��8VH�DQG�6WRUDJH��7KLV�
FRPSOHPHQWV� � WKH� QHZ� 81(&(�OHG�partnership to improve energy 
HI¿FLHQF\�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�VXSSO\�FKDLQ�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��WKH�&DXFDVXV�
and Central Asia; and JXLGDQFH� WR� WDFNOH� HPLVVLRQV� RI�PHWKDQH� IURP��
IRVVLO�IXHOV���

Promoting the circular economy 
At the 69th� VHVVLRQ� RI� WKH� &RPPLVVLRQ�� JRYHUQPHQWV� DQQRXQFHG�
commitments to VWUHQJWKHQ� PHDVXUHV� IRU� FLUFXODULW\ and sustainable 
UHVRXUFH�XVH���

Engaging with cities 
81(&(¶V� ¿UVW� )RUXP� RI� 0D\RUV� VKDUHG� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� &29,'����
UHVSRQVH�DQG�UHFRYHU\�IURP����FLWLHV��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�FULWLFDO�QHHG�IRU�
UHVLOLHQW�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�UHDFK�WKH�6'*V���

Supporting green and healthy transport 
The 3DQ�(XURSHDQ�0DVWHU�3ODQ�IRU�&\FOLQJ�3URPRWLRQ, aims to double 
F\FOLQJ�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�E\������WR�SUHYHQW��������SUHPDWXUH�GHDWKV�DQG�
JHQHUDWH�LQGLUHFW�HFRQRPLF�EHQH¿WV�RI�¼���ELOOLRQ�SHU�\HDU�

https://unece.org/
https://unece.org/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies-0
https://unece.org/coronavirus-advisory
https://unece.org/gender-equality
https://wiki.unece.org/display/CTRBSBC/Observatory+on+Border+Crossings+Status+due+to+COVID-19+Home
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/protocol-on-water-and-health/about-the-protocol/introduction
https://unece.org/circular-economy/press/target-unece-report-highlights-need-strengthened-commitment-achieve-sdgs
https://unece.org/circular-economy/press/carbon-capture-use-and-storage-needed-urgently-meet-carbon-neutrality
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/unece-led-partnership-improve-energy-efficiency-building-supply-chain-eastern
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/unece-led-partnership-improve-energy-efficiency-building-supply-chain-eastern
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/tackling-methane-emissions-fossil-sectors-vital-slow-near-term-climate-warming
https://unece.org/circular-economy-0
https://unece.org/housing-and-land-management/press/pandemic-shows-need-resilient-and-sustainable-cities-say-local
https://unece.org/circular-economy/press/countries-adopt-first-pan-european-master-plan-cycling-promotion
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https://www.unescwa.org/publications/impact-covid-19-water-scarce-arab-region
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/limited-fiscal-space-puts-arab-region-recovery-covid-19-risk
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LQYHVWPHQW��VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�SURJUHVV�
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7KH� ��WK� VHVVLRQ� UHYLHZHG� NH\� WUHQGV� LQ� ILQDQFLDO� DQG� VXVWDLQDELOLW\� UHSRUWLQJ� DQG
KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�QHHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�FRQYHUJHQFH�WR�LPSURYH�FRPSDUDELOLW\�DQG�UHOLDELOLW\�
,W�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�81&7$'
V�*XLGDQFH�RQ�&RUH�,QGLFDWRUV�IRU�(QWLW\�5HSRUWLQJ
RQ�6'*�,PSDFW��*&,���DQG�81&7$'�,6$5
V�$FFRXQWLQJ�'HYHORSPHQW�7RRO��$'7��
,W�ZDV�DWWHQGHG�E\�����H[SHUWV�IURP����FRXQWULHV�
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SUDFWLFHV� RQ� VXVWDLQDELOLW\� DQG� 6'*� UHSRUWLQJ�� ,W� UHFRJQL]HV� SROLF\�� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�� DQG
FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ� LQLWLDWLYHV� DW� WKH�QDWLRQDO� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� OHYHO� WKDW� HQKDQFH� WKH
TXDOLW\�DQG�FRPSDUDELOLW\�RI�HQWLW\�UHSRUWLQJ��6LQFH�LWV�ODXQFK��DOPRVW�����LQLWLDWLYHV�KDYH
EHHQ�QRPLQDWHG�E\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IURP����FRXQWULHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�

,6$5�+RQRXUV

,6$5�$QQXDO�6HVVLRQV

7KH�$'7�LV�D�WRRO�WR�PHDVXUH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�FRXQWU\łV�ILQDQFLDO
DQG� VXVWDLQDELOLW\� UHSRUWLQJ� HQYLURQPHQW�� 7KH� $'7� SURYLGHV� D� TXDQWLWDWLYH
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81&7$'�,6$5� FDUULHV� RXW� WHFKQLFDO� DVVLVWDQFH� LQ� GHYHORSLQJ� FRXQWULHV�� 7KH� RQJRLQJ
SURMHFW�LQ�$IULFD�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LQWHQGV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�FDSDFLWLHV�RI�*RYHUQPHQWV
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WKHLU� UHSRUWLQJ� F\FOH�� /DVWO\�� LW� SURPRWHV� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� UHJLRQDO� SDUWQHUVKLSV� IRU
NQRZOHGJH�VKDULQJ�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�� ,W�FRYHUV���UHJLRQV�DQG���EHQHILFLDU\�FRXQWULHV
�&RORPELD��*XDWHPDOD��.HQ\D��6RXWK�$IULFD���
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060(�UHVLOLHQFH�DJDLQVW�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�LPSDFWV�RI�&RYLG�����

&DSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�UHSRUWLQJ

*OREDO� ,QLWLDWLYH� WRZDUGV� SRVW�&RYLG���� UHVXUJHQFH� RI� WKH� 060(
VHFWRU

,6$5�7RROV�DQG�SXEOLFDWLRQV

7KH� H[KDXVWLYH� OLVW� RI� SXEOLFDWLRQV� LV� DYDLODEOH� RQ� WKH� ,6$5
ZHEVLWH
*XLGDQFH� RQ� FRUH� LQGLFDWRUV� IRU� HQWLW\� UHSRUWLQJ� RQ� WKH
FRQWULEXWLRQ�WRZDUGV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6'*��*&,�
,6$5łV� $QQXDO� 5HYLHZV� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DFFRXQWLQJ� DQG
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$FFRXQWLQJ�IRU�60(V�*XLGLQJ�GRFXPHQWV��60(*$���
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3URVSHFWV
7UDLQLQJ�PDQXDOV�RQ�6'*�LQGLFDWRUV�IRU�HQWLW\�UHSRUWLQJ
(�OHDUQLQJ�FRXUVHV�RQ� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�&RUH�6'*� ,QGLFDWRUV
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