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Driving inclusive social transformation

ESCWA works closely with member states to ensure regional priorities are 
articulated and collective positions forged. The commission ensures that global 
commitments are contextualized and advanced through regionally coherent and 
nationally actionable policies in alignment with member states’ priorities.

For the 4th International Conference on 
Financing for Development (FfD4), ESCWA 
worked with its intergovernmental bodies, 
regional partners and networks, the RCOs 
and the UN entities in the Arab region to 
address issues in preparation for the 
conference and in the follow-up. ESCWA will 
continue its broad-based collaborations and 
targeted support to member states in 
implementing the Sevilla Commitment to 
address priorities:

Building consensus and accelerating regional action to address
structural challenges and emerging global trends

Financing for development

$90 billion

Improving tax 
enforcement and 
efficiency can recover

$100 billion

Raising public spending efficiency 
by aligning with global efficiency 
benchmarks could add

$150 billion
Optimizing budget effectiveness can unlock  

$400 billion

Aligning the bank 
credit-to-deposits 
ratio with the global 
average could unlock

in liquidity

Restoring ODA 
concessionality 
to a minimum 
grant element of 45% 

The Arab region faces a 

 climate finance gap by 2030
$570 billion

Intra-Arab trade remains 
underdeveloped, accounting for only 

of total exports

14% 

For the Second World Summit for Social 
Development (WSSD2), ESCWA produced 
analytical materials and facilitated 
inter-regional discussions around key 
priorities. The regional commission mobilized 
its network of partners and engaged 
ministries and intergovernmental bodies for 
more active participation in the processes 
leading up to the Summit. It will continue its 
work to address the multifaceted challenges 
facing the region:

50,000

40%
Conflicts in the Arab region, 
directly affecting 
of the region’s population

In Gaza alone,
around 
were killed between October 2023
and January 2025 

The Arab region’s debt reached  

$1.55 trillion in 2023

External debt servicing for middle-
income countrie reached  

$40 billion in 2024

90% of the region’s population lives
in countries grappling with
water scarcity  

In 2020 , the region hosted nearly  

41.4 million
migrants and refugees constituting 

15% 
of all international
migrants worldwide  

of older persons above
retirement age  in the
Arab region did not
receive a pension
in 2020

62%

2 million
illiterate persons with disabilities

  

10.2 million
people with  severe disabilities
who lack disability cash benefits 

Regional strategy and multistakeholder dialogue

Looking forward and working to raise ambitions and supporting the region as it 
moves toward a shared vision of sustainable development, ESCWA and the 
League of Arab States concluded a years-long process of articulating the Arab 
Vision 2045. The Vision provides new entry points to address structural 
challenges and open doors for new innovations and emerging opportunities.
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Towards an Arab region that upholds security and equality, fosters innovation and 
prosperity, and takes pride in its diversity and cultural and intellectual renewal

Arab Vision 2045: Realizing hope through thought, will and action

Strategic priorities for the Arab region – FfD4

Strategic priorities for the Arab region – WSSD2
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https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/strategic-priorities-arab-region-4th-international-conference-financing-development-policy-brief-english.pdf
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