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SUMVARY

The maj or deci sion of the twenty-seventh session of the Statistical
Conmi ssi on was the adoption of the revised Systemof National Accounts (SNA).
Thi s was the cul mi nation of 10 years of conbi ned efforts by international
statistical organizations, countries, non-governnental organizations and many
i ndi vi dual experts. The efforts were coordinated by the Intersecretari at
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts, conprising the Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariat, the United Nations regi onal conmi ssions, the Wrld
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the Organi sation for Economc
Cooperati on and Devel opnent and the Statistical Ofice of the European

Conmunities. It updates, clarifies and sinplifies the previous SNA, is nore
conpl etely harnmoni zed with other international standards in statistics and is
applicable to all countries. It provides a fuller picture of the resources at

an econony's di sposal and, anong ot her things, |ays the groundwork for dealing
with interaction between the econony and t he envi ronment and el abor at es an
anal ytical approach to the assessnment of poverty. The Conm ssion reconmended
that countries use the revised SNA, agreed that the United Nations regional
conmi ssions should play a major role inits inplenmentation and requested the
nobi | i zation of resources for its inplenentation, including needed support for
countries and t he regi onal conmi ssi ons.

The Commi ssion al so adopted an action plan, identifying 19 actions for
strengt hening i nternational statistical cooperation and statisti cal
devel opnent, as a result of a two-year review, which included input froman
i ndependent revi ew group. The Conmission confirmed that it was essential that
the gl obal statistical systemfocus its efforts, inarevitalized franmework of
cooperation, on overall statistical devel opnent, under the direction of a
strengt hened Statistical Comm ssion and Worki ng Group on I nternational
Statistical Programres and Coordination, and with an enhanced regi onal
di mension. This woul d pronmote nore efficient use of the linited resources
avail able for statistical work at the national and international |evels. The
Commi ssi on noted that concrete results had al ready been achi eved and t hat
enhanced cooperative attitudes and arrangenments had devel oped in the
i nternational organizations.

The Commi ssion al so (a) adopted draft recomendati ons on tourism
statistics, including the Standard International C assification of Tourism
Activities (SICTA), as a provisional classification for use by countries, onth
basi s of reports of the Wrld Touri smOrgani zation; (b) endorsed the revised
International Cl assification of Status in Enployment (I CSE) adopted by the
Fifteenth International Conference of Labour Statisticians; and (c) recomrendec
t hat preparati ons by made for popul ati on and housi ng censuses in countries
around t he year 2000.

The Commi ssion expressed its great appreciation of the work progranme on
gender statistics of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
and called on all the international statistical services concerned to provide
maxi mum support to preparations for the Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen:



The Commi ssion al so di scussed and endorsed work on further devel opnent and
har moni zati on of international econonic classifications, industrial statistics
service statistics, price statistics, international trade statistics, civil
registration and vital statistics and speci al popul ati on groups and dat abases.

The Commi ssion (a) stressed the great inmportance of technical cooperation
programmes in all fields of statistics and urged that resources all ocated to
techni cal cooperation related to national accounts and other types of economc
statistics be increased; (b) expressed its appreciation of the inproved spirit
of cooperation between the National Househol d Survey Capability Programe
(NHSCP), Living Standards Measurenent Study (LSMS) and Soci al Di nensi ons of
Adj ust ment ( SDA) progranme; and (c) agreed that national needs with respect to
soci al goal nonitoring and measurenment were paranount in guiding the future
devel opnent of the gl obal programme for nonitoring the achi everent of soci al
goals in the 1990s.

The Commi ssion requested the Secretariat to bring to the attention of
rel evant intergovernnental bodies the concerns expressed by countries, and
endor sed by the Worki ng Group and the Commi ssi on, about the i npact of reducti ons
instatistical resources on the possibilities of countries providing the data
needed for their |l ong-termecononic and soci al devel oprent .

The Commi ssion requested that steps be taken to further consider the
deci si on of the Econoni ¢ Conm ssion for Europe (ECE) on fundanental principles
of official statistics inthe region of ECEwith a viewto preparing a draft set
of principles at the world | evel.

Wth regard to the proposed programe of work of the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat for the biennium1994-1995, the Conmmi ssion
wel comed t he Di vision's proposal s as being broadly responsive both in format an
content to the decisions of the Working Group at its fifteenth session and the
Conmi ssion at its twenty-sixth session. The Conmi ssion al so generally supporte
the options to nodi fy the proposed programme of work to enabl e the Secretari at
to do nore on coordination of international statistics and services to national
statistical offices. The Conmi ssion approved the proposed progranmre of work of
t he Di vision for the biennium1994-1995 as contained in the note by the
Secretariat (E/ CN. 3/1993/CRP. 1), subject to the conments and suggesti ons nade
by t he Commi ssi on.
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Chapter |

MATTERS CALLI NG FOR ACTI ON BY THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
OR BROUGHT TO I TS ATTENTI ON

A. Draft resolutions

1. The Statistical Conmm ssion reconmends to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council the
adoption of the follow ng draft resol utions:

DRAFT RESOLUTI ON |

1993 Systemof National Accounts*

The Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council,

Recogni zi ng that the 1993 Systemof National Accounts
1/ updates, clarifies and sinplifies the previous Systemof National Accounts 2/
and is nore conpl etely harnoni zed with other international standards in
statistics,

Affirm ng that the 1993 Systemof National Accounts is a conceptual and
accounting framework that is applicable to all countri es,

Recogni zi ng al so that the 1993 Systemof National Accounts enphasi zes
flexibility, so as to encourage its use in econonmies that differ widely and to
facilitate international conparisons,

Noting that the 1993 Systemof National Accounts conpletes the integration of
bal ance sheets, thus providing a fuller picture of the resources at an econony's
di sposal, consolidates hitherto separate presentations of inportant el ements of an
econorny, lays the groundwork for dealing with interaction between the econony and
t he envi ronnment, and el aborates an anal yti cal approach to the assessnent of
poverty through the Social Accounting Matrices,

1. Expresses its deep appreciation to the menbers of the Intersecretariat
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts - the Statistical Division of the Secretari at,
the United Nations regi onal conm ssions, the Wirl d Bank, the I nternational
Monet ary Fund, the Organisation for Econoni c Cooperation and Devel opnent and t he
Statistical Office of the European Conmunities - and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, a nunber of nmenmber States and many i ndi vi dual
experts in national accounting, for contributing human and financi al resources,
for nore than ten years, to the devel opnment of the 1993 Systemof National
Account s;

2. Recomends t hat menber States consider using the 1993 System of Nati onal
Accounts as the international standard for the conpilation of their national
accounts statistics, to pronote the integration of econom c and rel ated
statistics, and as an anal ytical tool;

1/ PROVI S| ONAL ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. F/ 2/ Rev. 4.

2/ A System of National Accounts, Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 2,
Rev. 3 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.69.XVII.3).




For the discussion, see chap. I11I.



3. Recommends t hat menber States use the 1993 Systemof National Accounts
inthe international reporting of conparabl e national accounting dat a;

4. Recomends t hat international organizations consider the 1993 System of
Nati onal Accounts and its concepts when they revi ew standards for particul ar
fields of economic statistics and endeavour to achi eve consistency with the 1993
Systemof National Accounts and, when differences remain, explain the rationale
and provide a full reconciliation with the 1993 Systemof National Accounts to the
ext ent possi bl e;

5. Requests the Secretary-General and the nmenbers of the Intersecretari at
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts to proceed with publication of the 1993 System
of National Accounts in all six | anguages of the United Nations as rapidly as
possi bl e and to pronote its w de di ssem nation;

6. Requests the nmenmbers of the Intersecretariat Working Group to conti nue
to be involved in coordinating the inplenentation of the 1993 System of Nati onal
Account s;

7. Requests menber States and regional and i nternational organizations to
support all aspects of the inplementation of the 1993 Systemof National Accounts -
nanel y, basic data devel opnent; the i ssuance of handbooks, guidelines, manual s and
speci al studies; training activities anobng both users and producers; and technical
cooperation activities;

8. Furt her requests menber States and regional and international
organi zations to provi de assi stance and support in refining and updating the 1993
Systemof National Accounts in areas identified in the research agenda, including
further devel opnental work on nethodol ogi es, research on conceptual enhancenents
and energi ng or unresol ved i ssues, and refinement of current recommendations in
the |light of experience gained in inplenentation;

9. Agrees that the United Nations regi onal conmi ssions should play a najor
role in the inplenmentation of the 1993 Systemof National Accounts in their
respective regi ons and urges the Secretary-General to coordi nate, at a high | evel,
the nobilization of bilateral and nultilateral resources for the i nplenmentation of
the 1993 Systemof National Accounts, including the necessary support for
countries and t he regi onal conmi ssi ons.



DRAFT RESOLUTI ON ||

Speci al session of the Statistical Conm ssion*

The Econoni c and Soci al Council,

Recal ling that the Statistical Comm ssion has conpleted a fundanental review
of the structure and operation of the international statistical systemand, as a
result, has nade recommendati ons and deci sions for strengthening the international
statistical system including the follow ng:

(a) A nore active Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordi nation to nonitor progress in coordi nation/cooperation withinthe
i nternational statistical systembetween sessions of the Statistical Commi ssion;

(b) Strengthened statistical divisions of the United Nations regional
conmi ssi ons and strengt hened regi onal conferences of national chief statisticians
inall fiveregionsinterns of their responsibilities for statistical devel opnent
intheir regions;

(c) Mre effective working relationships between the Subcomittee on
Statistical Activities of the Admi nistrative Committee on Coordination and the
Statistical Comm ssion and t he Worki ng G oup;

(d) The establishnment of six task forces as nechani sns for devel opi ng a nore
i ntegrated work programre anong i nternational organizations in the follow ng
subj ect areas: national accounts; industrial and construction statistics;
international trade statistics; finance statistics; price statistics; and
envi ronnent statistics,

Al so recalling that the Statistical Conmission, at its twenty-seventh
session, stressed the i nportance of inplenenting the revised Systemof National
Accounts in all parts of the world and unani nously recomrended that it be adopted
and endorsing the intention to pursue research into the unresol ved i ssues and to
wor k on future aspects of the accounts,

Awar e that the twenty-eighth session of the Comm ssion is schedul ed to be
hel d in 1995,

ation, shoul dibe
held in 1994 for the foll owi ng purposes:

(a) To reviewprogress made in the i nplenentation of the recormendati ons and
deci sions for strengthening the international statistical systemin general;

(b) To nmonitor progress made in inplementing the revised Systemof National
Accounts and revi ew pl ans for the further essential research work al ready
i dentified,;

pl emented witBin
t he approved budget lint set by the General Assenbly for the bienni um1994-1995.



For the discussion, see chap. Xl II.

B. Draft decisions

2. The Statistical Conmm ssion reconmends to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council the
adoption of the follow ng draft deci si ons:

DRAFT DECI SI ON |

Report of the Statistical Commi ssiononits twenty-seventh
session and provi sional agenda and docunent ation for the
twenty-ei ghth session of the Comm ssion

The Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci | :

(a)

Takes note of the report of the Statistical Comrissiononits twenty-

sevent h sessi on;

(b)

Approves the provi sional agenda and docunentation for the twenty-eighth

sessi on of the Comm ssion set out bel ow.

Provi si onal agenda and docunentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the Statistical Conm ssion

1. El ection of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zati onal matters.
3. Special topic (oneitemto be sel ected):
(a) Statistical education and training (E/CN. 3/1993/2, para. 47);

Docunent ati on

Report of Statistics Canada

(b) National and international statistical issues resulting fromthe
emer gence of custons and economi ¢ unions (E/ CN. 3/1993/2, para. 47);

(c) Advantages and di sadvant ages of nore flexi bl e standards
(classifications and other el ements), concentrating in the first
i nstance on cl assifications for econonic activities and
comuoditi es;

(d) Statistical inplications of the International Devel opnent Strategy
for the Fourth United Nations Devel opnent Decade (E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 2,
para. 23).

4. Strengt heni ng i nternational statistical cooperation.

Docunent ati on

Revi ew report of the Working Group on International Statistical
Pr ogrammes and Coor di nati on






10.

11.

Nat i onal accounts.

Docunent ati on

Report on updating and refining the revised Systemof National Accounts

Report on strategies, progress and problens in inplenentation of the
revi sed Systemof National Accounts

Service statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report
I ndustrial statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report on industrial statistics, including needs for current industrial
statistics

Price statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report on the International Conparison Programre and ot her
rel ated i nternational conparison issues

I nt ernati onal econonic cl assifications.

Docunent ati on

Report on the devel opment of classifications and i npl ementation of the
International Standard Industrial C assification of all Economc
Activities, Revision 3 (1SIC Rev. 3)

Report on conputerized correspondence tabl es and functi onal
cl assifications of expenditure

Draft revised Cl assification of the Functi ons of Governnent (COFOG
Draft revised C assification of Individual Consunption (CO COP)
Moni t ori ng adherence to adopted United Nations classification.

Docunent ati on

Report on the present situation regarding the adoption of
classifications in countries and their relationship to adopted United
Nations classifications

Denogr aphi ¢ and soci al statistics.

Docunent ati on




12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Report on progress in popul ation statistics, includingthe 1990 Wrld
Popul ati on and Housi ng Census Programe and civil registration and vital
statistics

Report on the 2000 Worl d Popul ati on and Housi ng Census Programe

Report on statistics on special popul ation groups

Devel opnent i ndi cators.

Docunent ati on

Progress report
Environment statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report
Techni cal cooperation in statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report on techni cal cooperation in statistics, including an assessnent
of agency support cost arrangenents

Statistical activities related to the World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent.

Docunent ati on

Report on the progranme to nonitor the achievemrent of social goals

Report of the Econonic Conmi ssion for Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean on
its work on the devel opnent of poverty profiles

Fundanent al principles of official statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nati on

Technol ogi cal devel opment and dat abases.

Docunent ati on

Report on the devel opment of el ectronic methods for the conpilation and
di ssem nation of international statistics and standards, including

net adat a st andards for international data exchange

Coordi nation and i ntegration of international statistical progranmes.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nation on its session



Report on the coordi nation of data collection fromcountries
Overall reviewof the statistical work of international organizations
Report on pl ans of international organizations in statistics

19. Programme questions.

Docunent ati on

Report contai ni ng updated i nformati on on the work of the Statisti cal
Di vi si on of the United Nations Secretariat

Draft programre of work of the Statistical Division for the biennium
1996- 1997, proposals for the revision of the mediumtermplan for the
peri od 1992-1997 and first proposals for the mediumtermplan for the
peri od 1998-2003, and i nformati on on progranme performance during the
peri od 1992-1994

20. Provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the Conmi ssion.

21. Adoption of the report of the Conmmission onits twenty-eighth session.

DRAFT DECI SI ON | |

Provi si onal agenda and docunentation for the special session
of the Statistical Conmi ssion in 1994

The Economi ¢ and Soci al Council approves the provisional agenda and
docunent ation for the special session of the Statistical Commission in 1994 set
out bel ow

1. El ecti on of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zati onal matters.
3. Strengt heni ng i nternational statistical cooperation.

Docunent ati on

Report on progress in the nost critical areas addressed by the
Conmi ssion at its twenty-seventh session

4. Nati onal accounts: inplenmentation of the revised Systemof Nati onal
Account s

Docunent ati on

Report on strategies, progress and problens in inplenentation of the
revi sed Systemof National Accounts

5. Techni cal cooperation in statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report on special issues in technical cooperation



6. Fundanent al principles of official statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nati on

7. Coordi nation and i ntegration of international statistical progranmes.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nation on its session

Report on the coordi nation of data collection fromcountries
8. Programre questi ons:
(a) Programe performance and i npl enent ati on;

Docunent ati on

Progress report on the work of the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons Secretari at

(b) Programme objectives and pl anni ng.

Docunent ati on

Proposed revisions to the nediumtermplan in statistics for the period
1992- 1997

9. Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-ei ghth session of the Comi ssion.

10. Adoption of the report of the Conmission onits special session.

DRAFT DECI SION | | |

Strengthening international statistical cooperation

The Economi ¢ and Soci al Council, bearing in mind that the Statistical
Conmi ssion, at its twenty-seventh session, discussed the question of strengthening
i nternational statistical cooperation, decided:

(a) That the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coor di nati on of the Comm ssion should neet in 1994 and 1995 for four days each
neeting;

(b) That the provisions of the present deci sion should be inplenmented within

t he approved budget lint set by the General Assenbly for the biennium1994-1995.

C. Matters brought to the attention of the Council

3. The attention of the Council is drawn to the recommendati on of the Conmm ssion
that the sixteenth session of the Wirking Group on International Statistical



Pr ogrammres and Coor di nation be held at Geneva from13 to 16 Septenmber 1993. The
Conmi ssi on noted the statenment of the progranmme budget inplications of that
recomendati on read by the Secretary, in which it was estimted that no additiona
budget ary resources woul d be required under the programe budget for the bienni um
1992- 1993 as a result of the adoption of the recomrendati on

4. The attention of the Council is also drawn to the deci si ons and ot her
recomendat i ons of the Conmi ssion (see paras. 30-49, 62, 75, 85, 93, 102, 109, 120,
129, 139, 148, 154, 162, 169, 180, 191, 203, 208-210, 219, 228, 229, 232 and 237).



Chapter 11

STRENGTHENI NG | NTERNATI ONAL STATI STI CAL COOPERATI ON

5. The Commi ssion considered item3 of its agenda at its 452nd, 455th and 456th
meetings, on 22 and 24 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordination on its fourteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1993/2);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing conments on the
recomendat i ons and deci si ons contained in the report of the Wirking Group on
International Statistical Programmes and Coordination onits fifteenth session,
wor k done and additional action required for inplenentation (E/ CN. 3/1993/3 and
Add. 1);

(c) Report of the Working Goup on International Statistical Programres and
Coordination onits fifteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1993/21);

(d) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the proposed progranme of work of the
Statistical Division for the biennium1994-1995 and revisions to the mediumterm
pl an for the period 1992-1997 (E/ CN. 3/1993/25);

(e) Note by the Secretariat containing the proposed progranme of work of the
Statistical Division for 1994-1995 and related i nformati on (E/ CN. 3/1993/CRP. 1);

Programme 24 (Statistics) of the mediumtermplan for the period 1992-1997

(A 45/ 6/ Rev. 1); revisions to progranme 24 (Statistics) of the mediumtermplan for
the period 1992-1997 (A/47/6 (Prog. 24)) and a paper on the rol e of regional
statistical conferences and statistical divisions, prepared by a drafting group
establ i shed by the Worki ng G oup on International Statistical Programmes and
Coordi nati on were made avail able to the Conmi ssi on.

6. The Commi ssion expressed its thanks to the i ndependent Revi ew Group, the
Worki ng Group on International Statistical Progranmes and Coordi nati on and t he
i nternational organizations concerned for the work which had resulted in the
deci si ons and recommendati ons set out in the Wrking Group's report onits
fifteenth session (E/CN. 3/1993/21, annex |l). The Commi ssion noted that that
process had fulfilled a | arge nunmber of the expectations resulting fromthe

di scussion of the matter at the twenty-sixth session of the Conm ssion.

7. During a wi de-rangi ng general discussion, the Comi ssion was of the opinion
that the gl obal statistical systemcould best be defined in ternms of the units or
el enents that conprised it and the various interrelationships anong them 1In such
a system there would be no single hierarchy of units or entities. The Comi ssion
identified the following el enents as referred to by the Wrking Group: the
Statistical Conmission, its Wrking G oup, the regional intergovernnental
statistical bodies, the national statistical offices, the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat, the statistical services of the specialized

agenci es of the United Nations systemand ot her international organizations and
bodi es, such as the General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the

Organi sation for Econoni ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent (OECD) and the Statistical
O fice of the European Comunities (EUROSTAT), the statistical services of other
parts of the United Nations Secretariat, including the regional conm ssions and
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD); the Working G oup
noted that there nmight al so be other units in the system The Comm ssion confirmed



that it was essential that the systemfocus its efforts, inarevitalized framework
of cooperation, on overall statistical devel opnment, under the direction of a
strengt hened Statistical Comm ssion and Worki ng Group, and with an enhanced

regi onal dinension. This would pronpte nore efficient use of thelimted

resources avail able for statistical work at the national and international |evels.
The Commi ssion noted that concrete results had al ready been achi eved, and t hat
enhanced cooperative attitudes and arrangenents had devel oped in the international
organi zations. The Conmi ssion called for the recormendati ons and deci si ons
contained in the report of the Working Group to be i npl enented as soon as possi bl e.

8. The Commi ssion consi dered that devel opnent of international statistical
arrangenents nust be inclusive, giving all countries the opportunity to
participate fully, and nust recogni ze differences in statistical capacities anong
countries. Participationinthe work of the Conmm ssion and its Working G oup

provi ded such an opportunity. The Conm ssion agreed that an enhanced regi onal

di nension in the system with well functioning links with the Statistical D vision
of the United Nations Secretariat and other international organizations was called
for. In particular, this would involve the recognition and strengthening of the
rol e of regional statistical conferences and regional statistical divisions, and
woul d be particularly appropriate given the increasing regionalization of econonic
activities. It would al so prompte country participationin the system additional
cooperati on and strengt heni ng of the national and regi onal el ements of the

i nternational system

9. The Commi ssion considered that, in |ooking at the gl obal statistical system
it was inportant to deternine the overall tasks of that system identify the

organi zations involved and their relative skills and capacities, pronote

al | ocation of tasks, both functionally and geographically consistent with those
characteristics, establish atine-frame for action and a systemfor nonitoring and
reporting progress. This would represent a pragmatic short-termapproach to

hel pi ng the systembecone nore efficient. In the longer term a rethinking of the
overal | organi zational arrangenent of the systemand its el enents m ght be
attempted. A nunber of elements for alternative approaches to organi zati onal
structure and operational nmethods were suggested, including sinplifying the
structures and the overall systemand expanding the use of flexible and pragmatic
deci si ons ai med at reduci ng duplication of work. Sone nmenbers of the Comm ssion
proposed that those questions be the subject of a substantive "audit" of the gl obal
statistical system In any approach to inproving the operation of the system the
aut ononous nature of the international agencies with their own governi ng bodi es
was recogni zed by the Comm ssi on.

10. The Conmi ssion agreed that it needed better information on what the gl obal
statistical systemwas doing and on the collective priorities of that system in
order to carry out its overall responsibilities nore effectively. It decided that
an integrated report on the statistical progranmes of the organizations invol ved,
br oadeni ng the reports currently conpiled by the Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariat in cooperation with the agencies, would attenpt to fill
the i nformati on gap. The Conmi ssion al so decided that it was i mportant to address
t he substance of what was bei ng done by the system The sectoral approach adopted
and the task forces established by the Worki ng G oup were supported. The

Commi ssion noted that duplication could be assessed within regions by a review of
wor k pl ans of the regional organizations, using recent devel opnents in the

Eur opean regi on as a nodel .

11. The Conmi ssion agreed that a nunber of tools, when further devel oped, woul d
facilitate its task, nanely a classification systemto pernit a clearer
presentation of the activities of the global statistical systemby subject and up-



to-date directories and i nventories describing those activities. Through such
tool s, the conbined activities of all the organizati ons woul d becone nore appar ent
to the Comm ssi on and t he organi zations t hensel ves, especially overl aps and gaps
inactivities. Exanples of these tools, already at various stages of devel opnent
by the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and the agenci es,

i ncl uded the reports on integrated performance and pl ans before t he Conmi ssion
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 22 and E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 23), the Directory of International Statistics
whi ch, although it required updating, contained a useful initial classification of
statistical subject-matters, and the inventory of statistical data collection
activities (E/CN. 3/AC. 1/ 1991/ R 7).

12. Several additional points related to overall statistical devel opnent and
cooperati on were made. For exanple, (a) a core framework of standards was needed
but with provision for flexible inplenmentation; (b) greater assistance was needed
inthe inplenentation of United Nations standards in devel opi ng countries and the
countries in transition; (c) publications and other fornms of di ssem nation should
be reviewed, in particular to identify and avoid duplication of collection of
data; and (d) expanded cooperation between the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons Secretariat and regional statistical bodies was desirable.

13. The Commi ssi on took note of planned activities of the International
Statistical Institute that were considered relevant to long-termstatistical
or gani zati on.

14. The Commi ssion revi ewed t he recommendati ons and deci si ons of the Wirking
Group as set out in annex Il of the report onits fifteenth session

(E/CN. 3/1993/21). The Commi ssion's comrents, agreenents, reservations and
clarifications are set out below (the revised texts of the recommendati ons and
deci sions are contained in paras. 27-45).

Recomendati on 1

15. The Conmi ssi on broadly supported the recormendati on that t he Conmi ssi on
shoul d neet nore frequently if necessary. It would therefore be able to exercise
better its | eadership responsibilities in providing guidance and eval uati on of

i nternational statistical work in the face of rapid change affecting statistical
matters and woul d provide for continuity of participation by nenbers. The

Conmi ssi on recogni zed that its influence was achi eved t hrough noral suasion and
that nmore frequent neetings would allowthis formof | eadership to be nore

ef fective. Sone representatives considered that an annual schedul e shoul d be
adopt ed; others considered that annual neetings were not necessary but that they
woul d be recommended as the specific need arose. Sone nenmbers considered it
adequate and realistic for obtaining continuity that the Conm ssi on neet

bi enni al ly and the Working G oup annually. That need coul d be established by
revi ewi ng the probl ens to be addressed and devel opi ng a programre of action. There
was a general consensus that an annual neeting should be shorter than a biennial
one and that alternative kinds of agendas and docunent ati on, and procedur al
changes in the conduct of sessions would enabl e the Conm ssion to focus on a
limted nunmber of broad strategic priority issues. The Comm ssion recogni zed t hat
annual meetings woul d have cost inplications for international organizations and
nati onal statistical offices. The point was made, however, that the additional
costs coul d be out wei ghed by the savings fromreduced duplication. 1t was
recogni zed that nore frequent Conmi ssion sessions (and Wrking G oup sessions if
t hat were deci ded upon al so) woul d need to be considered in the context of the
overal |l schedul e of international statistical neetings.



16. The Commi ssi on recogni zed that the objectives of providing | eadership and
continuity could al so be served by nore extensive comuni cati on t hrough el ectronic
medi a, and noted that international organizations were applying such forns of
conmuni cation to facilitate cooperation. The Conmi ssion agreed that by giving an
expanded rol e to a strengt hened Worki ng Group, neeting annually, with an enhanced
regi onal invol venent, nore continuous | eadership could be provided to the gl obal
statistical system

Recomendati on 2

17. The Commi ssion noted that there m ght be technical difficulties in

i mpl enenti ng sone aspects of recommendati on 2 and requested the Wrking Goup to
address possible difficulties to allowthe fullest inplementation. In particular,
difficulties in nomnating officers for the forthconi ng session at the end of a
current session were recogni zed.

Recommendati on 3

18. The Commi ssion stressed that the Wrking Goup should neet nore frequently as
a basic el enent of its functioning and that of the Comni ssion, as the need clearly
exi sted on a continuing basis. The Conmni ssi on wel coned t he ext ensi ve work al r eady
acconpl i shed by the Worki ng Group and deci ded that it shoul d be strengthened on a
per manent basi s and take on an even nore conprehensive catal ytic and conti nuous
role in coordination of the global statistical system That would involve

est abl i shing better working nmethods and tools for presenting the necessary
information to the Wrking G oup and the Conmi ssion on the work of the system It
was suggested that the Working Group deal with technical matters and prepare

deci si ons for the Conmi ssion so that the Comni ssion could concentrate on policy

i ssues. Mre frequent neetings of the Worki ng G- oup, nore contact between the
Wor ki ng Group and t he Conmmi ssion as a whol e and nmore contact between the Worki ng
Group with other organizations would facilitate and provide the needed i ncrease in
continuity. The Wrking Group, after consultation with menbers of the Conmi ssion,
shoul d al so be abl e to co-opt additional menbers, when necessary, to maintain w de
and full representation and to deal with specific special issues that m ght arise.

Recommendati on 4

19. The Commi ssi on wel coned the significant coordination already undertaken by
the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and the international
organi zations individually and the Subconmmittee on Statistical Activities of the
Admi ni strative Conmittee on Coordi nati on (ACC), but endorsed t he view expressed by
t he Worki ng Group i n paragraph 30 of the report onits fifteenth session

(E/CN. 3/1993/21) that nore could be achi eved by the Subcommittee, and that the
Subcommittee shoul d find what changes it should introduce to allowit to becone
nore effective. The Commi ssion noted that the subsidiary machi nery of ACC,

i ncl udi ng the Subcomittee, was currently being reviewed. The Conmi ssion al so
noted that the task forces established by the Worki ng Group (see para. 44 bel ow)
woul d report to the Working Group but that, given the inportant rol e expected to be
pl ayed by the task forces both in substance and i n coordi nati on, the Subcomr ttee
shoul d consi der the work of the task forces and take advantage of it at its

neeti ngs.

Recommendati on 5

20. The Conmmi ssi on endorsed t he Worki ng Group's viewthat a new structure was not
needed for the gl obal statistical system but that approaches were needed t hat
could build on the existing goodwi || and enabl e the existing systemto work nore



ef fectively. The Conmi ssion noted that the work progranme of the Statistical

Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat included coordination of statistical
wor k and that such a reconmendation called on the Divisionto place nore enphasis
on coordination and on support for the Comm ssion. G ven the range of
responsibilities of the Division, it was clear that priorities had to be set. The
wor k done by the Division under the programre was necessary for the pronotion of
coordi nation, but not sufficient. The systemwas characterized as havi ng many
centres, without a hierarchical structure and all the organizations i nvol ved had
to work together. In that coordinating role, the Division was seen as having a
primus inter pares status. To support the coordination process, the Wrking G oup
had specified a nunber of instrunents or tools to be devel oped and/ or i nproved.
The Worki ng Group and t he Conmi ssion noted that the arrangenments for work on

i nternational trade and the revision of the systemof National Accounts (SNA) were
good exanpl es of successful approaches. The point was made that some of the
coordi nati on nechani sns in force in some national statistical systenms mnight

provi de sonme gui dance on techni ques and nmechani sms that ni ght function well at the
i nternational |evel.

Recommendati on 6

21. The Commi ssion noted that some work in various fields had al ready been done
by the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in cooperation with
ot her agenci es on assessing i npl enentation and nai ntai ning i nventories of

st andards (see, for exanple, docunents E/CN. 3/1993/7 and E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 15/ Add. 1, in
whi ch work rel ated to econonic classifications was reported). O her exanpl es
mentioned were the inventory of standards in the Directory of International
Statistics and the inventory of classifications in use, the latter prepared by the
Di vision in cooperation with other agencies for the Conference of European
Statisticians. In setting up a nore conplete systemin this area, the Conmm ssion
requested the Divisionto take account of the followi ng points: (a) a central
filel/inventory of international standards, classifications should be naintained
and countries shoul d be nade aware of what was avail able; (b) in any nonitoring it
woul d be useful to know the incidence of standards being applied for national

pur poses and bei ng applied for conmuni cati on of data to i nternational

organi zations; and (c) efforts should be made to find out the extent of national
adj ust ment of standards, the reasons for non-adherence or sl ow adoption of
standards, and problens in inplenmentation. The Comm ssion recognized t hat
countries needed flexibility in the application of standards to neet their own
needs. It was requesting that a nmonitoring systembe set up to provi de essenti al
f eedback to agenci es which woul d be rel evant to the provision of technical
cooperation and to future revision of standards.

Recommendati on 7

22. The Commi ssion noted that the application of standards in flexi ble ways at
t he national | evel should to the extent possible not affect intercountry
conparability of data. The point was nade that international statistical
standards ni ght in some senses be understood as "generic methodol ogi cal

st andar ds".

Recommendati on 8

23. The Commi ssion stressed the need for continuing efforts to reduce duplication
of data collection fromcountries to suppl enent successes that had al ready been
achieved. It endorsed joint approaches to data collection. It welconmed the

exi sting tools that had been devel oped and were i n use by the agencies, the ACC
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities and the Working Group to reduce duplication



and share data. It endorsed the i nprovements requested by the Worki ng Group, which
i ncl uded an i nproved cl assification of subject areas in statistics and the
presentation of nonitoring tools according to a subject-matter classification.
Concern was expressed about different figures being published by different

agenci es refl ecting adj ustments made by sone agenci es.

Recomendati on 9

24. The Commission, inits functioning, recogni zed t he aut ononous nature of the

i nternational agencies with their own governi ng bodi es and recogni zed that its

i nfl uence was achi eved t hrough nmoral suasion. Consequently, the term
"authoritative advice" was understood as advi ce that was professional, inparti al
and i nformed, and therefore to be taken seriously into account by countries and

i nternational organizations in the devel opnent of their work programres. The
advice woul d i n part be based on a revi ew of integrated work programes, structured
according to a classification of subjects, which would permt the identification

of gaps and overlaps. The "allocation of statistical subjects" was not intended to
exclude situations in which, in a particular field, one or nore organi zati ons

m ght be active, carrying out work on different aspects or issues that were

conpl emrentary to each other. That woul d al so be nmade cl ear t hrough joi nt work
programmes. The Conmmi ssion noted that reports were available to it at the current
session according to an existing classification of subjects and that the ACC
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities would consider possible inprovenents to the
cl assification.

Recommendati on 10

25. The Conmi ssion considered that the role of the regional statistical
conferences and regional statistical divisions was vital to the inproved

devel opnent of the global statistical systemand its coordination. That system
shoul d depend upon and respond to regional influences. The point was nade t hat
nati onal statistical services could help strengthen the regional statistical

di vi si ons through the provision of training facilities, for exanple. The

Conmi ssion noted that in the Secretariat, as part of the restructuring inthe
econom ¢ and social fields, the extent of decentralizati on away fromHeadquarters
inorder to strengthen the role and i ncrease the responsibilities of the regi onal
conmi ssi ons was bei ng consi dered. The Secretary-General had indicated that the
restructuring woul d al so tighten their links with Headquarters. The Comm ssion
requested that the reconmendation be foll owed up through all avail abl e Secretari at
and i ntergovernnental channels. The recomendati on was under stood as recognition
of the authority and responsibility of the international agencies in their

subj ect-matters at the regional |level, and as calling for regi onal involvenent in
t hose subj ects, where appropriate. The situation was simlar tothe relationship
bet ween t hose agenci es and the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat at the world | evel.

Deci si ons

26. The Commi ssi on t ook note of decisions 1-9 of the Wrking G oup and nade sone
addi ti onal conmments on decisions 4 and 9, as set out bel ow

Deci sion 4

27. The Commi ssion strongly endorsed t he establishment of the six task forces by
t he Worki ng Group and endorsed their ternms of reference and the reporting
arrangenents that had been set up. The Conmi ssion urged all agencies to give the
utnost priority and effort to the work of the task forces. The Conm ssion took



note of the information provided on the intended coverage and nmet hods of work of
several of the task forces and deci ded that additional information on the progress
of the task forces shoul d be provi ded under the rel evant agenda items. The
possibility of establishing a task force on service statistics was consi dered and
t he Commi ssi on asked the Working Group to consider the matter further at its
forthcom ng session.

Decision 9

28. The Commi ssion was i nforned of the details of the proposal of the Statistical
Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat that had been endorsed by t he Wr ki ng
Group in connection with decision 9; nanely to (a) continue to collect, conpile and
di ssem nate nationally reported data; (b) supplenment the nationally reported data
wi t h adj usted national data, where necessary and technically feasible, to make
themnore conpatible with i nternational standards, and prepare estimtes for

m ssing data, al so where technically feasible, so that the adjusted national data
and estimates were seen as conplenentary to reported data; (c) include inits

dat abases adj ust ed data and esti mates prepared by other international

organi zations with conpetence in a particular field, alongwith full citations and
notes to explain the sources and avoid duplication of effort and proliferation of
conflicting data; (d) naintain databases of reported data, adjusted data and
estimtes for nissing data, each appropriately identified; and (e) di ssem nate
data to users or provide a systemfor infornming users of the availability and
nature of avail abl e adj usted and/or estimted data. Such a policy would require

t hat the nmet hodol ogi es for maki ng adj ust ments and esti nates be sound and fully
descri bed, and that national authorities be generally aware that international
statistical publications nmight contain adjustments relating to national data for

i nternational conparability purposes as well as estimates for missing data. At
the same time countries that had not reported data, or whose reported data had been
adj usted, coul d be requested to provi de conparabl e data i f avail abl e.

29. The Commi ssi on took note of the concern expressed by one representative on
t he deci si on of the Worki ng Group about adjustnents to nationally reported data.

Action by the Conmi ssi on

30. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Adopted recomendations 1-10 as set out in paragraphs 31-40 below, with
conments (see paras. 15-25);

(b) Took note of decisions 1-9 as set out in paragraphs 41-49 below, with
conments (see paras. 27-29);

(c) Bearinginnmndtheinitiatives taken, as set out above, and as a
pragmatic measure to give i npetus to such efforts, decided to recormend to the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council that (i) the Conm ssion hold a special session in 1994
of eight half days spread over five days, with a possi bl e consequence that its
regul ar session, schedul ed for 1995, would al so be reduced to ei ght hal f days.
(One representative was opposed to recommendation (i). Sone representatives
expressed concern about the budgetary inplications of hol di ng additi onal
neetings.)

Recommendation 1




31. The Commi ssion broadly agreed that it should neet nore frequently, if
necessary (see para. 30 (c)). (Several representatives were concerned that such
addi ti onal nmeetings, if needed for programmtic reasons, not giveriseto

addi ti onal costs.)

Recomendati on 2

32. The Conmm ssi on decided, with i medi ate effect:

(a) To nonminate officers for the foll owi ng session at the end of a current
session, with formal el ection at the begi nning of the foll owi ng session, to
re-el ect the same persons a nunber of tinmes as officers and to provide for the
officers to meet informally;

(b) To request the Secretariat to give a copy of the rules of procedure of
the functional commi ssions of the Economi ¢ and Soci al Council to new officers and
to consider drafting a popul ar version of the rul es incorporating practical hints;

(c) To request the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to
i nvite chairpersons of regional conferences of chief statisticians to participate
in the sessions;

(d) To request participants to present their reports to the Conmi ssion as
docunent s or background papers and not as | engthy oral statenents;

(e) To request the Secretariat to ensure that specific agenda itens were
wel | prepared and wel | docunented through di scussi ons and reports of the ACC
Subconmittee on Statistical Activities and/or the Working G oup.

Recomendati on 3

33. The Conmm ssion decided with i medi ate ef f ect:

(a) To recomrend to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council that the Working G oup
hol d one session a year, of four days' duration;

(b) To determ ne the nenbership of the Wirking G oup at the end of each
session of the Commi ssion and give preference to newy nom nated officers for the
next session;

(c) To request the Statistical Divisionto invite the chairpersons of the
regi onal conferences of chief statisticians to participate in the sessions of the
Wor ki ng Group;

(d) To request the Working Group to prepare short reports on its sessions
and to ensure that the sessions mainly result in specific docunmentation for the

Commi ssi on.

Recomendati on 4

34. The Conmm ssion decided with i medi ate ef f ect:

(a) To request the Statistical Division and t he agencies to place nore
enphasi s on coordi nati on matters;

(b) To request the ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities to formad hoc
groups for special topics;



(c) To request the ACC Subcommittee to prepare specific docunentation on
appropriate i ssues for the Comm ssion, through the Wrking G oup;

(d) To request the ACC Subcommittee to ensure that reports on its neetings
provi ded to t he Conmi ssion were not | engthy.
Recomrendati on 5

35. The Commi ssion requested the Statistical Division:

(a) To find ways to strengthen its role in serving the purposes and work of
t he Commi ssi on;

(b) To place nore enmphasi s on coordinati on matters.

Recommendati on 6

36. The Conmmi ssion requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat, in cooperation with the statistical divisions of the regional

conmi ssi ons and ot her rel evant agencies, to set up a systemfor nmonitoring
adherence to adopted United Nations classifications, provide a description of the
present situation on the adoption of classifications inthe menber countries and
their relationship to adopted United Nations classifications, and submt a
progress report to the Conmi ssion at its twenty-ei ghth session.

Recommendati on 7

37. The Commi ssion requested the Wrking Goup to consider the follow ng as a
possi bl e speci al topic for discussion at the Comm ssion's twenty-ei ghth session,
in 1995: "Advantages and di sadvant ages of nore flexi bl e standards
(classifications and other el ements), concentrating in the first instance on
classifications for economc activities and coonmodities (lnternational Standard
Industrial Classification of All Econonic Activities, Revision 3; the CGeneral

I ndustrial Cassification of Economi c Activities within the European Comunities,
revi sed; and other classifications)".

Recommendati on 8

38. The Commi ssion requested the Statistical Division and the ACC Subcomittee on
Statistical Activities to give continual attention to reducing duplicationin

col l ecting and processing data frommenber countries, and requested a progress
report for each session of the Conmi ssion, along the |ines of chapter | of the

i nventory of statistical data collection activities (see E/CN. 3/AC. 1/1991/ R 7);
the report (and the inventory) should be reorgani zed al ong subj ect-matter |ines.

Recomendati on 9

39. The Commi ssi on decided that its role should include:

(a) Gving authoritative advice on the allocation of statistical subjects to
t he agenci es concerning statistical work, devel opnent/revision of standards and
t echni cal assi stance;

(b) Gving authoritative advice on the detail ed agreenments between t he
agenci es on cooperation regarding the actual work to be perforned.

Recommendati on 10




40. The Statistical Conmm ssion:

(a) Endorsed the views of the Wirking Group on International Statistical
Programmes and Coordi nation related to strengthening the role of the regi onal
statistical divisions and conferences of chief statisticians in the activities of
the Statistical Comm ssion and within the gl obal statistical comunity;

(b) Reconmended that regional comm ssions establish or reinforce
conferences of national chief statisticians, technically served by the respective
statistical divisions;

(c) Reconmended that the regional conferences of chief statisticians,
working in close collaborationwith the Statistical Conmm ssion, act as the focus
of regional statistical development. |In that role they and the respective
regi onal statistical divisions should be involved in devel oping, revising, testing
and i npl ementing standards and in nonitoring their application, as well as in
coordi nati ng techni cal assistance;

(d) Recommended that regional commi ssions strengthen their statistical
divisions to raise the profile of statistical work within each comm ssion's
programme of work;

(e) Requested specialized agencies, regional devel opnent banks and rel evant
United Nations bodies to cooperate to the fullest extent with the statistical
di vi si ons, especially in technical assistance projects;

(f) Requested the Statistical Division and the regi onal conm ssions, within
the context of the Secretary-Ceneral's overall restructuring of the United Nations
system to determine the optimal division of effort between Headquarters and t he
regi ons.

Decision 1

41. The Worki ng Group deci ded that, for the twenty-seventh session of the
Statistical Commission, in 1993, the Statistical Division should continueits
i nformal practice of inviting chairpersons of regional conferences to attend
Commi ssi on sessi ons.

Deci sion 2

42. The Worki ng Group requested the Secretariat to devel op proposal s presenting
several options to the Conmi ssion on howthe Statistical Division mght
restructure its work programme to respond to those recomendati ons, including an
i ndi cation of internal reallocations of resources that ni ght be necessary.

Deci sion 3

43. The Worki ng Group requested that the Statistical Division and the ACC
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities submt inter-agency planning reports on a
subj ect basis, where feasible, to the Conmission at its twenty-seventh session.

Decision 4
44. The Working Group identified six subject areas where a need for revi ew was

considered a priority. The Wrking G oup having noted that task force nechani sns
al ready existed for two of the areas, established newtask forces for the other



four and, with the agreenent of the agenci es concerned, appointed conveners for
each of the task forces as foll ows:

1. Nati onal accounts (al ready existing; convener: |Intersecretariat
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts);

2. I ndustrial and construction statistics (convener: Organisation
for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opment);

3. International trade statistics (already existing; convener:
General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade);

4. Fi nance statistics (convener: International Mnetary Fund);

5. Price statistics including the International Conparison Progranme
(convener: Statistical Ofice of the European Comunities);

6. Envi ronment statistics (convener: Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariat).

Decision 5

45. The Worki ng Group requested the task forces established under paragraph 44 to
i nvestigate ways to carry out the evaluations and to carry themout to the extent
possi bl e.

Deci sion 6

46. The Worki ng Group requested the task forces established under paragraph 44 to
address t he question of publications in the course of their reviews of the

particul ar subject areas. |In particular the Wrking Group requested the task
forces to consider the revi ewundertaken by the Conference of European
Statisticians, and set up a sinmlar review. The Wrking Goup specified that that
revi ew should primarily concern publications in printed or sinilar form but the
rel ati onship with machi ne-readabl e forms of di ssem nation should be taken into
account. The Working Group considered that it would be in a position to consider
the matter further when it had received the task force reports.

Decision 7

47. The Worki ng Group requested the task forces established under paragraph 44 to
carry out, in their particular subject areas, the two tasks described i n paragraph
68 (a) and (b) of the report of the Working Group on International Statistical
Programmes and Coordination onits fifteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1993/21).

Deci sion 8

48. The Working Group decided to bring to the attention of the Statistical
Conmi ssi on once again its concerns relating to technical cooperation.

Decision 9

49. The Worki ng Group endorsed the i deas set out in the report of the Secretary-
General (E/CN. 3/AC.1/1992/R 3/Add. 1) concerning the Statistical Division's plans
for continuing to collect, conpile and di ssem nate nationally reported data and to
extend its adjustment and estimation work to all fields of its responsibility as
far as possible, in order to neet the wi de range of user needs. The Working G oup



deci ded t hat those pl ans shoul d be brought to the attention of the specialized
agenci es for consi deration.



Chapter 111

NATI ONAL ACCOUNTS AND BALANCES

A. Systemof National Accounts (SNA)

50. The Commi ssion considered item4 (a) of its agenda at its 453rd, 454th, 463rd
and 464t h neetings, on 23 February and 2 and 3 March 1993. It had before it the
fol | owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Intersecretariat Wrking Group on National Accounts on the
revi sion of the Systemof National Accounts (E/ CN.3/1993/4 and Add. 1 and 2);

(b) Note by the International Labour O fice concerning statistics of
enpl oynment in the informal sector (E/ CN. 3/1993/5);

(c) Report of the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on National Accounts on
i mpl enent ati on of the revised Systemof National Accounts (E/ CN.3/1993/6);

(d) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. |);

(e) Draft of the revised Systemof National Accounts (PROVI SI ONAL
ST/ ESA STAT/ SER. F/ 2/ Rev. 4) .

The report of the Interregi onal Seni nar on the Revision of the Systemof National
Accounts, held in Aguascal i entes, Mexico, in October 1992 (ESA/ STAT/ AC. 43/ 8) was
made avail abl e to t he Conmi ssion as a background docunent.

51. Ms. Carol Carson, on behal f of the nenber organizations of the
Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts (| SWGNA) (the Statistical
Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat, the United Nations regional

comm ssions, the Wrld Bank, the International Mnetary Fund (I MF), OECD and
EUROCSTAT), introduced the SNA docunents for di scussion.

52. The foll owi ng ei ght maj or substantive i ssues addressed by ISWGNAinits
report (E/CN.3/1993/4/Add.1) were brought to the attention of the Conm ssi on:
financial intermediation service charges indirectly neasured; inputed rent on
gover nment bui | di ngs; nonetary gol d; market/non-market output; mnineral

expl oration; consuner subsidies; formal/informal activities; and environnental
accounti ng.

53. The Commi ssion noted the substantial effort made to have the final draft of
the SNA before it, as it had requested at its twenty-sixth session. It also noted
that | SWGNA had conti nued the broad consultative process in all regions of the

worl d. That process was the hall mark of the revision procedure and had resulted in
a revised SNA that was considered to be a vast i nprovenent upon its predecessor,
the 1968 SNA. The Conmi ssion al so noted that, at the outset of the revision, the
goal s had been to clarify and sinplify the 1968 SNA, update it and harnoni ze it
nore closely with other sets of statistical standards. The revi sed SNA
represented a consi derabl e achi everent in neeting each of those goals.

54. The Commi ssion expressed its deep appreciation to | SWGNA for its coordi nating
efforts and for the substantial resources provided by its participating
organi zations in carrying out the technical aspects of the work. |t expressedits



thanks to M. Peter Hill and M. André Vanoli, who were the primary consultants,
and to Ms. Carol Carson, who provi ded managenent support to | SWGNA. It recogni zed
that national statistical offices had made substantial contributions to the

revi sion process both in cash and in kind (e.g., in preparing drafts and

transl ations), by hosting nmeetings (since the twenty-sixth session of the
Conmi ssi on, neetings had been held in Zi nbabwe and Mexi co) and by maki ng their
experts avail able for participationin the revision process, and expressed its

t hanks to themfor those contributions. 1In all, about 50 experts in national
accounting and other fields, fromabout 40 countries, had participated inthe
revi sion process, and the Comi ssion recogni zed the contributions they had nade.
It al so expressed its thanks to the International Association for Research in

I ncome and Wealth for its assistance with adnmi nistrative natters, and to severa
i nternational organizations that nmaintained statistical systens for their

col  aborative efforts.

55. The draft of the revised Systemof National Accounts (PROVI SI ONAL

ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. F/ 2/ Rev. 4) was wel coned unani mously as a maj or achi evenent and t he
cul mi nati on of 10 years of effort to i nprove the basis of national accounts, to

ext end t he scope of the national accounting framework and to harnoni ze di fferent
statistical systens. The revised SNA was fl exi bl e enough to be appliedin

di fferent circunstances and to be extended to alternative anal yses, such as soci a
accounting matrices and environmental accounting. The readability of the draft
was prai sed.

56. It was also noted that in such a vast undertaking it was i npossible to satisfy
the preferred positions of all countries on all subjects. Nevertheless, it was
felt that a satisfactory bal ance had energed and that the draft adequately
represented a general consensus on nost issues. |In that context, the high degree
of harnoni zation with the fifth edition of the Balance of Paynents Manual of the

I nternational Monetary Fund was wel coned. There were a nunber of areas in which
some reservati ons were expressed, but not insisted upon

(a) Several representatives expressed regret that all research and
devel opnent expenditure continued to be treated as current expenditure. It was
noted that, in contrast, all mneral exploration expenditure was treated as
capi tal expenditure;

(b) Two representatives expressed regret that the concept of financial gold
had been dropped fromthe SNA;

(c) Several representatives expressed regret that the earlier decisionto
i nclude i nmputed rent for buildings owned and occupi ed by Governments and
non-profit institutions serving househol ds had been reversed,;

(d) One representative suggested that the proposal to treat mlitary
dur abl es ot her than of fensi ve weapons as fi xed capital should be acconpani ed by
treat ment of armanents as inventories, rather than current expenditure;

(e) Several representatives were of the opinion that nore precision was
needed concerni ng the construction of production accounts for househol ds;

(f) One representative was of the opinion that the distinction between
actual final consunption and final consunption expenditure unnecessarily
conpl i cated the sequence of accounts;

(g) Certain representatives expressed regret that no final solution had been
found for the identification and treatnent of consumer subsi dies.



57. Several representatives nmentioned the i nportance and difficulty of neasuring
the informal sector. The representative of the International Labour Organisation

(1LO) reported orally on the results of the discussion at the Fifteenth

I nt ernati onal Conference of Labour Statisticians (ICLS). Reference should be rmade
inthe chapter on institutional units and sectors to the work bei ng done by I CLS on
devel opi ng standards for the i nformal sector

58. The Conmmi ssi on addressed in detail the problemof financial internediation
service charges indirectly neasured. While nost representatives recogni zed t hat
it was desirable in principle to allocate those charges fully, an appreciable
nunber expressed the viewthat there were nany met hodol ogi cal and practica
difficulties that had not yet been resol ved. One nenber indicated also that there
m ght be political difficulties to be taken into account. They also regretted that
the treatment of those charges in the SNA gave rise to an i nconsistency with the
Bal ance of Paynents Manual of the International Mnetary Fund and could |ikew se
be i nconsi stent with the European Systemof |Integrated Econom ¢ Accounts (ESA)
bei ng devel oped by EUROCSTAT. O her representatives agreed with the treatnent in
the existing text, citing their own experience in allocating financial

i nternedi ati on charges and new approaches that they were consi deri ng.

59. In order to address the views of those who had expressed difficulties in

i mpl enenting the proposed treatnent, | SWGNA proposed a fl exi bl e treatnent that
recogni zed the desirability of allocating the charges fully while all ow ng
sufficient flexibility ininplenmentationto reflect the current circunstances in
particul ar countries or groups of countries. The | SWGNA proposal was accepted
unani nously by the Commi ssion. The proposal (E/ CN. 3/1993/4/Add.2) consisted of
five el ements:

(i) The present statement inthe text that "In principle, the total output
shoul d be al |l ocat ed anong users for which no explicit charge i s nade"
shoul d be accept ed;

(ii) Those countries or groups of countries that could not currently allocate
t hose charges explicitly to specific users should be permitted to allocate
themall to intermedi ate use (the 1968 SNA de facto sol ution);

(iii) Those countries or groups of countries that could all ocate charges to
both i nternmedi ate and final use should be permtted to do so;

(iv) Those countries that allocated charges entirely to internediate
consunpti on shoul d be requested to prepare, as soon as they coul d,
suppl enentary estimates showing an explicit allocation to specific users
and the effect that had on gross donmestic product, gross national incone
and ot her rel evant aggregates;

(v) Those countries that allocated charges to both internediate and fi nal
use shoul d be requested to identify those allocations separately.

60. The information provided in the |l ast two el ements of the proposal would
facilitate international conparisons on either basis.

61. In addition, it was suggested that the Statistical Conm ssion request | SWGNA
to place the highest priority on devel oping, in the near future, practical

gui del i nes, including any necessary net hodol ogi cal work, for explicit allocation
of financial intermediation service charges to specific users. The work should
draw on t he experiences of those countries currently inplenmenting, or about to

i mpl enent, a systemof full allocation in order to reviewtheir procedures; it



shoul d al so draw on t he work being carried out in those countries that had
i ndi cated maj or inpedinents to full allocation.
Action taken by the Conmi ssion

62. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Unani nously recomrended t he adopti on of the revi sed Systemof Nati onal
Accounts, subject to the amendnents recomended by | SWGNA i n docunent s
E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 4/ Add. 1 and 2. | SWGNA was ur ged:

(i) To ensure publication of the revised SNAin English before the end of
1993;

(ii) To expedite the publication of other | anguage versions as soon as possible
thereafter, noting that considerable revisionto the current drafts was
necessary to ensure the use of idiomatic | anguage and correct technical
t erns;

(b) Agreed, inline with past practice in the adoption of other
i nternational recommendations of the Commi ssion, that the decisions of the
Conmi ssi on and the substance of its report would be reflected in the front matter
of the revi sed SNA when publ i shed.

1993 Systemof National Accounts

63. At the 463rd neeting, on 2 March 1993, the representative of Mexico, on
behal f of Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Mrocco, the Netherlands, Pol and and Zanbi a,
i ntroduced a draft resolution (E/CN. 3/1993/L.5) entitled "Systemof National
Accounts, 1993", which read as foll ows:

"The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci |,

"Recogni zi ng that the Systemof National Accounts, 1993, updates,
clarifies and sinplifies the previous SNA and harnoni zes it nmore conpletely
with other sets of international standards in statistics,

"Affirm ng that the 1993 SNA is a conceptual and accounting framework
that is applicable to all countries,

"Recogni zi ng al so that the 1993 SNA enphasi zes flexibility, thus
acknow edgi ng the need to encourage its use in econom es that differ w dely
and to facilitate international conparisons,

"Noting that the 1993 SNA conpl etes the integration of bal ance sheets,
thus providing a fuller picture of the resources at an econony's di sposal,
consol idates hitherto separate presentations of inportant el enents of an
econony and | ays the groundwork for dealing with interacti on between the
econony and the environnment, and el aborates an anal yti cal approach to the
assessnment of poverty through the Social Accounting Matrices,

"1. Expresses its deep appreciation to the nmenber organi zati ons of the
Intersecretariat Worki ng G oup on National Accounts (the Statistical
Di vi sion of the United Nations, the regi onal conm ssions of the United
Nati ons, the International Mnetary Fund, the Organisation for Economc
Cooper ati on and Devel opnent, the Statistical Ofice of the European
Conmuni ti es and the Worl d Bank), non-governmental organizations, a nunber of
menber States and many indi vidual experts in national accounting for their



contributions in the formof hunan and financi al resources, to the
devel opnent of the 1993 SNA, over a period of nore than ten years;

"2. Recommends that nenber States consider using the 1993 SNA as the
i nternational standard for the conpilation of their national accounts
statistics, as an anal ytical tool, and to pronmpte the integration of econonic
and rel ated statistics at the national and international |evels;

"3. Recommends that nmenber States use the 1993 SNAin the international
reporting of conparabl e national accounting data;

"4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral and the nenbers of the
Intersecretariat Worki ng G oup on National Accounts to proceed with
publication of the 1993 SNAin all six | anguages of the United Nations as
rapi dly as possible and to pronpte its w de di sseni nati on;

"5. Al so requests nmenber States and regional and international
organi zations to support all aspects of the inplenentation of the SNA -
nanel y, basic data devel opnent; the i ssuance of handbooks, guideli nes,
manual s and speci al studies; training activities anong both users and
producers; and technical cooperation activities;

"6. Further requests menmber States and regional international
organi zations to assist in support of further devel opmental work on
met hodol ogi es identified in the research agenda;

"7. Urges the Secretary-General to coordinate at a high |level the
nobi i zation of bilateral and multil ateral resources for the inpl enentation
of the 1993 SNA."

64. At the 464th neeting, on 3 March, the Commi ssion orally amended t he draft
resol ution. The Conmi ssion then adopted the draft resol ution, as orally anended
(see chap. I, sect. A draft resolution ).

B. Ilnmplenentation of the revised System of
Nat i onal Accounts ( SNA)

65. The Commi ssion considered item4 (b) of its agenda at its 454th and

455t h nmeetings, on 23 and 24 February 1993. It had before it the report of the
Intersecretariat Worki ng G oup on National Accounts (I SWENA) on the inpl enentation
of the revised Systemof National Accounts (E/ CN.3/1993/6).

66. The report outlined four areas where a coordi nated i nternational effort was
critical: basic data devel opnent; handbooks, guidelines, manual s and speci al
studi es; training; and techni cal cooperation/assistance. |SWENA al so nade
suggesti ons about future work, for which resources had not yet been conmitted.

| SWGNA i dentified a range of activities carrying forward a research agenda t hat
woul d avoi d | engthy del ays i n naki ng maj or i nnovations in national accounts. Wth
respect to publication of the revised SNA, | SWGNA was pl anning to publish the
English version in 1993, with work to go forward on t he ot her | anguage versions as
soon as the English manuscript including all changes, was avail abl e for
translation - targeted for the end of June 1993. Wth respect to inpl enentation,

| SWGNA suggested a continuing role. It could possibly identify topics for
research, seeking assistance for national statistical offices in bearing the
burden of preparing handbooks and conpil ation gui des, and pronoting the
preparation of manuals in other fields that harnoni zed with SNA. It al so suggested



that it could serve as a coordi nating body for, and could play a catalytic role
with respect to, technical assistance/cooperation and training.

67. Constrained by the limted resources currently available, the Statistical

Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat and t he regi onal conmi ssions, in close
cooperation, outlined plans to assist countries in the inplenentation of the

revi sed SNA by training trainers and the national accounts staff of national
statistical offices, through seninars and country workshops, handbooks, the

conpi l ati on of software and net hodol ogy and other training materials. In the
first fewyears, efforts were likely to be concentrated on the preparation of
handbooks and training materials, identification of the basic statistics needed,
and pilot inplenmentation projects in alinited nunber of countries. The projects
constituted a conbination of efforts under way in a linited nunber of countries and
drew on experience al ready acquired. 1t was envisaged that provi ded new resources
becanme avail abl e a nuch nore wi despread programe of assistance to countries would
devel op, based in part on regional and subregional priorities expressed at

regi onal foruns.

68. The International Mnetary Fund confirned its active support for all four
types of activities to support inplenentation of the revised SNA. In particular,
the fifth edition of the Bal ance of Paynents Manual and a conpani on vol ume, a
conpi |l ati on gui de, woul d be published in early 1993. Wrk had started on a new
manual on financial statistics; a conplete draft was expected by the end of 1994.
During 1993 work woul d start on revisions to the Manual on Gover nnent Fi nance
Statistics, with a newdraft expected about the end of 1995. The Fund expected to
continue its extensive technical assistance progranme in the areas of bal ance- of -
payments, financial and government finance statistics, and woul d, on request,
provi de nenbers with specific technical assistance in national accounts.

69. The Worl d Bank wel coned t he enphasi s placed on rapid i npl ementation of the
new y adopted SNA. It would continue to play arole in |ISWNA and work in a
coordi nated manner wi th the ot her agencies, so as to avoid duplicating efforts.
Oningtoits intimte contact with national statistical agencies, the Bank was of
the viewthat inplenentation of the revised SNAin many of the devel opi ng and
transition countries woul d depend on rapi d devel opnent of basic economnic
statistics. Therefore, concerted efforts to build statistical capacities were an
essential first step. The Bank endorsed t he need for handbooks and manual s but
stressed that they shoul d have a practical orientation. Research into outstanding
and energi ng i ssues under the auspices of | SWGNA woul d require the support of

nati onal offices. The Bank would continue to consider requests for technical

assi stance, through | oans and credits, on a case-by-case basis.

70. OECD had al ready begun to collect naterial on the plans to inplenent the
revised SNAin its menber countries. The material woul d be presented at the

Nati onal Accounts Working Group, to be held in June 1993 in cooperation with the
Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe (ECE). As focal point for the i npl ementation of the
revised SNAin countries of the former Sovi et Union, OECD had an extensive
programmre of technical assistance in national accounts for countries of Central

and Eastern Europe and of the former Soviet Union which was al ready based on t he
revi sed SNA. Representatives of those countries would be invited to OECD neeti ngs
on national accounts and to special workshops and sem nars.

71. EUROSTAT was wor ki ng to devel op a new version of the European System of

I nt egrat ed Econoni ¢ Accounts (ESA), which would be entirely consistent with the
revi sed SNA and shoul d be conpl et ed about mi d-1994. Training in national accounts
was provided to countries of the European Economic Area and Central and Eastern
Eur ope under a special training progranme. A sinmilar programe was being



devel oped for the countries of the forner Soviet Union, in close cooperation with
OECD. Speci al assistance would al so be offered to countries in the African,

Cari bbean and Pacific regions, under the ternms of Long |V, and woul d i nvol ve
training centres in both Europe and Africa.

72. Menbers of the Conmm ssion wel coned t he suggestions nmade by | SWGNA r egar di ng
its future role. The Conmi ssion enphasi zed the urgent need for adequate handbooks
and conpi |l ation guides. The guidelines should take note of differences in

nmet hodol ogi cal and data-related problenms in inplementation in different countries
and accordingly provide for a decentralized and specific approach. Those being
prepared for countries in transition and dealing with conditions of high inflation
were eagerly awai ted. Several menbers nentioned plans to prepare national
docunent ati on whi ch coul d be made general ly avail able. Training and techni cal

assi stance were al so stressed, and sone nenbers of fered assi stance in that area

al so.

73. Some nmenbers noted that, in general, plans and resources for assistance in
the i mpl ement ati on of the revised SNA were al ready avail able for countries in the
Eur opean regi on, although there was still a lack of clearly identified plans and
resources for assistance for devel oping countri es.

74. The Commi ssion endorsed the intention to pursue research into the unresol ved
i ssues identified by | SWGNA and to work on future aspects of the accounts - for
exanpl e, environnental accounting and coverage of the i nformal sector. However,
menbers cauti oned that the research agenda shoul d not be over-1ong or

over - anmbi ti ous.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

75. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Acknow edged t hat | SWGNA had proved a very effective mechani smfor
overseei ng the revi sion process and devel opi ng the revised SNA, and expressed t he
wi sh that | SWGNA woul d continue to operate and assune the responsibility for
coordi nating all aspects of the inpl enentation programre, including preparation of
an i nmpl enentation plan. Al the organi zati ons concerned confirned their
continuing conm tment to | SWGNA;

(b) Agreed that it would be desirable for the Worki ng Group on International
Statistical Programmes and Coordi nati on to be kept informed, through its Chairman,
of actions schedul ed by menbers of | SWGNA;

(c) Welconed the offers of several nember States and regional and
i nternational organizations to cooperate and assist in all aspects of the
i mpl enentati on of the revised SNA, as an i nportant part of their work programes;

(d) Agreed that the United Nations regional comi ssions should play a major
role inthe inplenmentation of the revised SNAin their respective regi ons and urged
t he Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations to coordinate at a high | evel the
nobi | i zation of both bilateral and nultilateral resources for that purpose.



Chapter 1V

| NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C CLASSI FI CATI ONS

A. Inplenentation of the International Standard I ndustri al
Classification of All Economic Activities (1SICQ),
Revi sion 3 and the provisional Central Product
Classification (CPC)

76. The Commi ssion considered item5 (a) of its agenda at its 451st and

457t h nmeetings, on 22 and 25 February 1993. It had before it the report of the
Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economi c Activities (1SIC), Revision 3 and the provi sional
Central Product Cassification (CPC) (E/ CN. 3/1993/7).

77. The Commi ssion focused its discussion on four topics: (a) the work of the
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat on conputerized
correspondence tabl es between | SIC, CPC, the Harnoni zed Cormodity Description and
Codi ng System (HS) and the Standard I nternational Trade Cl assification (SITC), and
the rel ated work on i ndexes to I SIC, (b) further work on the provisional CPC;

(c) inplenmentation of I SICRev.3; and (d) future work on functi onal

cl assifications of expenditures.

78. Some countries described their use of 1 SICand CPC as a point of reference for
nati onal classifications. These required adaptation, as not all national products
and activities were reflected in the international classifications. Qhers

t hought that | SIC Rev. 3 woul d have to be harnoni zed with the General |ndustri al
Classification of Economic Activities within the European Comrunities (NACE). One
representative nentioned that in his country a national classification had been
devel oped whi ch reconciled NACE Rev.1 and | SIC Rev. 3 with specific national
activities. Several participants and the Voorburg Group offered assi stance from
experi ences gai ned i n devel opi ng nati onal classifications and correspondences

bet ween cl assifications of different countries and organi zati ons as i nputs for
future updating of |1SICand further devel opment of CPC.

79. Several participants mentioned that there was an urgent need for the

devel opnent of an al phabetical or systematic index to | SIC Rev. 3 and wel coned t he
wor k of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in that
direction. The inportance of correspondence tables as i nportant tools for

i mpl ement ati on and standardi zation of classifications in countries was stressed.
The Commi ssion wel coned the conputerization of correspondence tabl es between | SIC,
CPC, SITC and HS devel oped by the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat and sinilar bilingual (English and French) correspondence tabl es

devel oped by EUROSTAT between the Cl assification of Products by Activity (CPA),
NACE and the Cl assification of the New European Industrial Production Statistics
(PRODCOM . Wth the hel p of correspondence tabl es, defining Iinks between
international classifications and national classifications, it would be easier to
convert data fromone type of classification to another and |ink different

anal yses, such as those related to donestic production and external trade.
Transition econony countries were in need of a link between their activity
classifications in the Systemof Bal ances of the National Econony (MPS) and ot her
classifications, such as NACE and | SIC Rev.3. That woul d be necessary when t he SNA
was i ntroduced.

80. It was agreed that in order to inplenment further work on I SIC and CPC, the
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat woul d need to coordi nate



such activities with various international organizations - | M, the Custons
Cooperati on Council (CCC), OECD and EUROSTAT, for exanple - as well as with other
groups, including the Voorburg Group. Several approaches to facilitate

cooperati on were suggested in order to develop CPC further for adoption as a final
classification and bring | SIC Rev. 3 closer to national and other international
classifications, such as NACE and CPC.

81. One participant conmented that the report before the Comm ssion did not

i nclude sufficient information to identify the reasons that |SIC Rev. 3 had not yet
been i npl erent ed by many countries. Additional surveys on country practices woul d
be needed in order to obtain further information on the nost adequate way of

i ntroducing | SIC Rev. 3 and of avoi di ng any obstacles toits full inplenmentation.

82. In the discussion of the provisional CPC, several nmenbers nmentioned that
there was a need to further inprove this classification, particularly with regard
to the service categories. In order to inprove the structure of CPC, it should be
made conpatible with that of I SIC and the categories should be defined clearly so
that they coul d better serve bal ance- of - paynents needs and ot her econom ¢ anal ysi s
needs. CPA devel oped by EURCSTAT was nenti oned as an exanpl e of how such a
structure and its categories could be inproved. It was al so suggested that in
order to further inprove CPC, parts of the classification should be subjected to
scrutiny by experts fromsel ected i ndustries. This had been the practice of the
Voor burg Group when dealing with sel ected services. Gven all these requirenents,
t here was general agreenent that the provisional CPC could not be revised before
1997. The work on finalizing the provisional CPC woul d have to be based on

experi ence, and the Conmi ssion appeal ed to country experts, international

organi zati ons and t he Voorburg Group for voluntary contributi ons.

83. Wth regard to functional classifications of expenditures, a nunber of
participants thought that the integrated approach as devel oped in the revi sed SNA
was very inportant. However, the viewwas al so expressed that an i ntegrated
approach was too ambitious and a cl earer idea woul d need to be devel oped for a
conmon basi s of such classifications. The Comm ssion noted that | MF expected to
have revi sed its Manual on Governnent Finance Statistics by 1994/95. It was

i mportant that the Cl assification of the Functions of Government (COFOG al so be
revised by that tinme. International coordination of the work on functi onal

cl assifications of expenditures was essential and it was suggested that | M-, the
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and EUROSTAT m ght
cooperate in devel opi ng such cl assifications.

84. There was general agreenent that work on | SI C Rev. 3 and CPC woul d have
priority over work on functional classifications of expenditures. Inthelatter
case, it was suggested that first priority should be given to the further

i mprovenment of COFOG and the O assification of Individual Consunption (CO COP).

Action taken by the Conm ssion

85. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat, in
cooperation with the organi zati ons and countries concerned, to conti nue and
finalize work on the provisional CPC, taking into account the fact that a revised
version coul d not be submitted to the Statistical Commi ssion before 1997,

(b) Requested the Statistical Division:



(i) To conpile informati on on country practices regarding the i nplementation
of ISIC Rev. 3;

(ii) To continue work on conputerized correspondence tables, resulting inthe
i nking of a | arge nunber of national and i nternational classifications;

(iii) In cooperation with the other organi zati ons and countri es concerned to
undert ake work on the functional classifications of expenditures;

(iv) To report on the above and subnit drafts of the revi sed COFOG and CO COP
tothe Statistical Comrission at its twenty-eighth session, in 1995,
subj ect to review by the Wrking Goup on International Statistical
Pr ogrammes and Coor di nati on.

B. International Classification of Status in Enpl oynent (I CSE)

86. The Commi ssion considered item5 (b) of its agenda at its 457th neeting, on
25 February 1993. It had before it the report of the International Labour Ofice
on the revision of the International Cassification of Status in Enpl oynent (| CSE)
(E/CN. 3/1993/8). The text of resolution Ill, adopted by the Fifteenth

I nt ernati onal Conference of Labour Statisticians (ICLS), held at Geneva in
January 1993, was nmade avail abl e to the Commi ssion. The resolution contained the
revi sed i nternational classification of status in enpl oyment.

87. The Commi ssion was i nforned that the adopted revised i nternational
classification remai ned at the one-digit |level and retai ned the structure of the
earlier international classification adopted by the Statistical Conm ssionin
1966, nanely, "enpl oyees", "enpl oyers", "own-account workers", "unpaid famly
wor ker s" and "nmenbers of producers' cooperatives". The revised classification,
however, provided firnmer definitions of the groups and changed t he name of one of
the groups from"unpaid fam |y workers" to "contributing fam |y workers". The
five main groups that nmade up the revised | CSE were defined with reference to the
di stinction between "paid enpl oyment jobs "on the one hand and "sel f - enpl oynent
jobs" on the other. In addition to the main groups, the revised classification
identified a nunber of work situations that countries mght wish to identify as
separate categories, which in sonme cases could be classified to different main
groups, dependi ng on the particul ar descriptive and anal ytical needs. O
particul ar i mportance in that context was the category "owner-managers of

i ncorporated enterprises"”.

88. The Commi ssion was inforned that the two-digit classification originally
proposed in the ILOreport, prepared follow ng the di scussion at a nmeeti ng of
experts convened by | LO at Geneva in January 1992, was consi dered by the Fifteenth
| CLS as too detailed, requiring further exam nation and field testing.
Accordingly, the Fifteenth ICLS noted in the preanble toits resolution Il that

t he experience gained in applying the classification could result in inprovements
| eading to a revision of the resolution at the Sixteenth | CLS.

89. The Commi ssi on wel coned the work of | LO and resolution Il of the Fifteenth

| CLS. Many nenbers and organi zati ons stressed the i nportance of the
classification of status in enploynment in anal ysing the national econonic and

soci al situations, and expressed their satisfaction with the revised i nternati onal
classification adopted by the Fifteenth | CLS.

90. Sone nmenbers, however, expressed concern about the definitions and
statistical treatnment of certain groups and subgroups, in particular, "enpl oyees",



"“own- account workers", "apprentices", "core own-account workers" and "subsi stence
workers". In the discussion that followed, it became clear that some of the
concerns were due to problens of translation of the title of the classification and
t he neani ng of particular groups ("status in enploynent" had been translated into
Chi nese as "conditions of enploynment"); other problens were due to differences in
the use of ternminology (in China, the term"enpl oyees" was linted to workers in
the private sector and "own-account workers" were called "individual workers").
Regar di ng t he subgroups, the representative of 1LOsaid that the section of the
resol uti on concerni ng subgroups sinply outlined a possible statistical treatnent
of particul ar groups of workers and did not formpart of the International
Classification of Status in Enpl oynent.

91. One nenber conmmented on the conceptual basis of the revised international
cl assification and nentioned a nore sophi sticated scheme of classifications
avai l abl e for determ ning the activity status of the population for alternative
ref erence periods - one day, one week or one year.

92. In response to a query regardi ng the suppl enentary indicators on the

under enpl oynment and unenpl oynent situation, the representative of 1LOIinfornmed the
Conmi ssion that that issue had been given priority in his organization's work
programme: a neeting of experts was schedul ed to be convened by | LO at Geneva
during the bi enni um 1994- 1995.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

93. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Endorsed the revised International Cassification of Status in
Enpl oynment (1 CSE) adopted by the Fifteenth International Conference of Labour
Statisticians (resolution 1l of 28 January 1993);

(b) Welconed the future work called for by the Fifteenth ICLSin the
preanmble toits resolution Ill to verify in operational terns the conceptual basis
of 1 CSE and t he rel evance of the groups and subgroups proposed,;

(c) Noted that because the basic structure of the classification had been
retai ned, maj or newtechnical cooperation in inplenmentingthe revised | CSE was not
currently required.



Chapter V

| NDUSTRI AL STATI STI CS

94. The Conmmi ssion considered item6 of its agenda at its 459th neeting, on

26 February 1993. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the

Worl d Programme of Industrial Statistics (E/CN. 3/1993/9). Adraft background
paper on strategies for neasuring industrial structure and growt h, whi ch had been
prepared by the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in

col l aboration with the Institute of Social Studies Advisory Service (|SSAS) of the
Net her | ands, was made avail abl e to the Conmi ssi on.

95. The Conmmi ssi on wel coned the report of the Secretary-CGeneral and expressed
appreciation for the work undertaken in its preparation.

96. The Commi ssion al so expressed conti nued support for the Wrld Progranme of
Industrial Statistics and wel comed the sinplified approach taken for the

col l ection of benchmark data. It stressed the inportance of the early publication
of data fromthe 1993 World Programme. Al though there was concern that w der
country participation had not been achi eved, sonme nmenbers indicated that they
woul d participate inthe programme for the first tine. It also appeared that
because sonme African countries had col |l ected benchmark data under programres
supported by bilateral arrangenents, they ni ght not have considered t hensel ves
part of the World Progranme. Doubt about the continued rel evance of the World
Programme was al so expressed, however, particularly in the context of countries
with very extensive programres for the collection of current industri al
statistics.

97. Concerning the broader aspects of industrial statistics, the Comm ssion
recogni zed that the need for current national industrial statistics progranmes was

i nfl uenced by the economic situation of each country. It also stressed the need
for an integrated flowof current information. The Commi ssion wel coned the draft
background paper on strategies for nmeasuring industrial structure and growth. It

consi dered that the paper woul d be hel pful for devel opi ng countries in planning
the i mprovenent of their current industrial statistics progranmes, and recormended
its publication.

98. The Commi ssion stressed the i nportance of the changeover fromISICRev.2 to
Rev. 3 and of any measures that would contribute to that goal, as well as the need
toidentify and address i npedi nents to the changeover. |t noted the close

rel ati onshi p between that subject and the i ssues rai sed under agenda item5 (a) on
the i npl ementation of |1SICand the provisional CPC. |n that connection, the

Conmi ssi on wel coned the plans of the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat to carry out further studies of national experiences, focusing on the
i npedi ments to the use of those classifications for both national and

i nternational purposes. Such studies would be carried out within the franework of
an industrial statistics task force established by the Conmm ssion's Wrking Goup
on International Statistical Progranmes and Coordination. Statistics Canada

of fered to provide the Statistical Division with a detail ed product |ist prepared
jointly with the United States of America and EUROSTAT, to be used for the
conversion of data for industry to | SIC Rev.3. That woul d be a useful guide to the
conversion process, along with the one-to-one correspondence gui de prepared by the
Statistical Division. It was also noted that nodi fications of the international
standards for industrial statistics should be harnonized with the revi sed SNA



99. The Commi ssion was i nforned that OECD woul d convene the first nmeeting of the
task force on industrial and construction statistics in the spring of 1993. 1In
addition to covering issues in industrial statistics, the task force would al so
give attention to related work on activity and product classifications.

100. Wth regard to the international collection and di ssem nation of general

i ndustrial statistics, the Comm ssion considered it essential that the activity
continue. It noted that one of the options that the Statistical Division had put
bef ore the Comm ssion was to cancel volume | of the Industrial Statistics

Year book, with effect from1994, along with the rel ated data-collection activities
(see E/CN. 3/1993/CRP.1). The Conmission noted that it would returnto the matter
under agenda item15 (b). The representative of the United Nations |Industri al
Devel opnment Organi zation (UNIDO) said that his organi zati on woul d consi der whet her
it could assune those responsibilities. The Conmi ssion stressed that any change
inthe arrangenents at the international |evel for the collection and

di ssem nation of general industrial statistics should proceed in as snooth a
manner as possible. Furthernore, it considered that efforts would have to be nade
to inprove the quality, coverage and consistency of industrial statistics to neet
user needs. All those i ssues would have to be addressed quickly by the industri al
statistics task force.

101. The representative of the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO) sai d that the

i nformati on on nmedi cal and pharnmaceutical products conpil ed by the Statistical

Di vision of the United Nations Secretariat through its Suppl enentary Questionnaire
on Industrial Commdity Production Statistics and published in volunme Il of the
Industrial Statistics Yearbook was suitable for his organization.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

102. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Noted that the industrial statistics programme of the Statistical
Di vi si on was goi ng through a period of transition, and wel coned the steps that had
been taken to re-orient the programe since the twenty-sixth session;

(b) Supported the publication of the paper on strategies for measuring
i ndustrial structure and growth, prepared by the Statistical Divisionin
col | aboration with | SSAS; the Division would carry out further work in that area;

(c) Stressed the inmportance of any neasures that could contribute to the
changeover fromISICRev.2 to Rev.3 and the need to identify and address
i mpedi ments to the changeover;

(d) Requested the Statistical Divisionto carry out further studies of
nati onal experiences in the use of ISIC Rev.3 and the provisional CPCto better
under st and how countries were using those classifications, the problens they were
encountering in their use and their experiences in relating such classifications
to existing national or regional classifications;

(e) Enphasized the inportance of maintaining continuity in the collection
and di sseninati on of general industrial statistics at the international |evel
regardl ess of institutional arrangenents for that activity;

(f) Requested that the question of current industrial statistics be included
inthe agenda of the Conmi ssion at its twenty-eighth session, in 1995, subject to



revi ew by the Worki ng Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coor di nati on.



Chapter VI

SERVI CE STATI STI CS

103. The Conmi ssion considered item7 of its agenda at its 459th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General containing areviewof the work done by
nati onal and international agencies inthe field of service statistics
(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 10);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. I1).

104. The Conmi ssi on wel coned the i nfornati on on recent activities and on the
proposed future work of international agencies contained in the report of the
Secretary-General. The report provided a useful summary of work in service
statistics. The Conmi ssion recogni zed that despite i npedi ments to met hodol ogi cal
wor k and data col |l ection, considerable efforts were being made to respond to the
needs of policy analysts for datain that field. The information needs related to
such topics as short-termindicators, price and quantity indexes in respect of
trade in services, and conprehensive statistics on the structure of the service
sector, including basic data on service activities in the informal sector.

105. Inits discussion of activities to advance service statistics, the Commri ssion
expressed strong support for testing classification standards and active
participation in voluntary cooperative arrangenents such as the Voorburg G oup on
Service Statistics. |t was enphasized that those were essential steps inthe
process of devel opnent in viewof the conplexity of methodol ogi cal work. |n that
regard, the Conmi ssion acknow edged the ef fectiveness of the work of the Voorburg
G oup. The Conmission noted that the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat had included the technical report, A Mdel Survey of Conputer

Servi ces, which was produced by t he Voorburg Group, inits regular publication
programre. The vi ew was expressed that the nodel survey of conputer services was a
useful aidin survey design and data collection. The Commi ssion requested the
Statistical Divisionto carry out aninquiry into the use of that publication by
nati onal statistical offices. It took note of the Voorburg Group's offer to
contribute forthcom ng nodel surveys in several other fields to the United Nations
publications progranme. The Comni ssion agreed to a revi ew process for those new
nodel surveys. The Statistical Divisionwuldcirculate the docunents to the

regi onal conmi ssions for reviewso that it could determ ne the best way of

di sseni nati on.

106. The Conmi ssion al so wel coned the efforts of the Statistical Divisionin the
di ssem nati on of met hodol ogical materials contributed by the Voorburg Group to a
wi der group of countries. It also stressed the inportance of using the traditional
met hods of expert group neetings to devel op needed net hodol ogi cal materials in
that field and urged the Divisionto work cooperatively with other international
and regi onal organi zati ons to arrange such neetings.

107. Wth respect to international trade in services, the Conmi ssion noted that
there were difficult nethodol ogi cal issues to be addressed, including definitional
i ssues i nvol ving cross-border and establishnment trade that required urgent
attention. The Conm ssion therefore wel coned the proposal that UNCTAD, GATT and



UNSTAT col | aborate to advance work on trade-in-services statistics, in cooperation
with | M-

108. The Commi ssion al so stressed the need for techni cal cooperation in the area
of service statistics.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

109. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Stressed the inmportance of work on service statistics, includingthe
devel opnent of needed net hodol ogi es, concepts and cl assificati ons;

(b) Welconmed the work of the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics and the
countries and organi zations volunteering their efforts in that connection;

(c) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to
facilitate the dissem nation of technical materials, including those devel oped by
t he Voorburg Group, to ensure that a wi de range of countries had access to
i nformati on on such net hodol ogi cal work on service statistics;

(d) Enphasized the i nportance of using traditional forns for devel opi ng
i nternational nethodol ogies, particularly United Nations expert group nmeetings to
ensure full invol venent of devel opi ng countries in that process;

(e) Welconed the initiatives of UNCTAD, GATT and the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat, in cooperationwith |IM-, to carry out further
met hodol ogi cal devel opnent work with respect to international trade in services;

(f) Stressed the need for enhancing technical cooperation related to service
statistics through advi sory services and regi onal sem nars.



Chapter Vi1

PRI CE STATI STI CS

110. The Conmi ssion considered item8 of its agenda at its 458th neeting, on
25 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on devel opments in the |International
Conpari son Programme (1 CP) and other related i nternati onal conparison i ssues
(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 11);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. I11).

A background paper on the | atest devel opnments in the International Conparison
Programme (1 CP), prepared by the Statistical Division, was made available to the
Commi ssi on.

111. The Conmmi ssi on took note with appreciation of the progress nmade in the past
two years regardi ng work on international conparisons at both the regional and

gl obal | evel s and exani ned t he net hodol ogi cal and organi zati onal issues descri bed
inthe reports. The Conmi ssion agreed that | CP was a very i nmportant progranme and
supported its continuation.

112. The Conmmi ssi on noted that the gl obal results of the conparison with 1985 as
t he reference year had been produced and that the draft report was bei ng revi ewed.
Many menbers of the Conmmi ssi on enphasi zed the i nportance of inproving the
tineliness of the publication of the global results and urged that for the 1993
conparison the tinetabl e should be strictly adhered to in order to ensure tinely
rel ease of the results, which woul d enhance their useful ness.

113. Several nenbers of the Conmi ssion nentioned nethodol ogi cal issues, such as
the trade-of f between representativeness and conparability, which need further
attention. The Conmi ssion recogni zed that as nore countries joined | CP through
regi onal conparisons or other ways, the question of sanple design had becone
critical. The Conm ssion wel coned the of fer nmade by the representative of the
United States to assist in the organi zation of a technical neeting on sanpl e design
to i mprove the existing specification lists.

114. The Conmi ssi on was i nfornmed of the expert group neeting on | CP nmet hodol ogy
and i npl ement ati on of the 1993 conpari son progranmre (Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a,
27-29 January 1993), which had been organi zed by the Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariat with najor financial support fromthe Wrld Bank and in
cooperation with the University of Pennsylvania. The Conm ssion expressed support
for the plan of future activities agreed on at the nmeeting. The newdirection and
ret hi nki ng of the progranme had been highlighted at the meeting: these would be a
departure fromthe costly practice of | aunchi ng benchmark year conpari sons every
five years and a nove towards integration with work on nati onal accounts and
consumer price indexes. That newdirection was endorsed by the Comm ssion.

115. The Conmi ssi on expressed appreciation for funding support for the programre
provi ded by t he Governnment of Japan, the Worl d Bank, the Asian Devel opment Bank,
EUROSTAT and CECD to assi st various activities and country groups. It also
comended the excel | ent cooperation anong i nternational organizations involved in
t he programme. The Conmi ssion took note with appreciation of the World Bank's



efforts in the dissenination of I1CP results through di skettes, and t he Bank's
undertaking, jointly with EuroCost, to develop | CP software. The Conmi ssi on

wel comed the interest and willingness of the Econonic Conmi ssion for Africa (ECA)
to be involved in the 1993 Afri can conpari son progranme. It took note with
appreci ation of the work carried out by the regional coordinating agencies -
EUROSTAT coor di nati ng conpari sons of the Conmunity countries; OECD of its 24
menber countries, taking account of the role of EURCSTAT inrelation to the
Conmuni ty countries; EUROSTAT and OECD, in coll aboration with ECE and t he Austri an
Central Statistical O fice, coordinating conmparisons of countries in Eastern

Eur ope and Central Asia; EuroCost coordi nating conparisons of African countri es;
t he Econom ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) coordi nating
t he conparison in Asia and the Pacific; the Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Latin Arerica
and t he Cari bbean (ECLAC) is expected to coordinate conmpari sons anong Latin
Anerican countries.

116. The Conmi ssi on stressed the i nportance of the central coordinating rol e of
the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in pronoting harnoni zed
met hodol ogy, devel opi ng the procedure for global Iinking, in particular the
application of the core conmodity approach, and perform ng i nformati on exchange
functions. The Commi ssion enphasi zed that priority be givento work directly
related to the conpletion of the 1993 gl obal conpari son.

117. Menbers enphasi zed t he i nportance of inpl enenting the recommendati ons of the
revised SNAin I CP work. One nenber recommended that the functional

cl assifications of househol d and gover nnent expenditures bei ng devel oped in
connection with the revision of the SNA al so take into account | CP needs.

118. In response to concerns expressed by sone of its nmenbers, the Comm ssion
reiterated its position that, at the world level, ICP results should not be used
for adm nistrative purposes.

119. The Commi ssi on noted the proposal that it would be nore appropriate to refer

to the various rounds of the | CP exercise by indicating the reference year of the
conpari son.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

120. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Took note of the increasing nunber of countries participatingin|CP,
stressed its i nportance and endorsed the continuation of the programe;

(b) Reconfirmed the central coordination role of the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat in |CP

(c) Enphasized the cooperative efforts of all international organizations
concer ned and expressed appreciation of the efforts of the participating
countri es;

(d) Endorsed the results of the Phil adel phia nmeeting on I CP and suggest ed
that priority be givento activities that were agreed on at the neeting, in
particul ar the preparati on and di ssem nati on of harnoni zed techni cal docunents;

(e) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commi ssion, at its
twenty-ei ghth session, in 1995, a progress report on devel opments in | CP and on



other related i nternational conparison issues, subject to reviewby the Wrking
Group on International Statistical Programes and Coordi nati on.



Chapter VIII

DEMOGRAPHI C AND SOCI AL STATI STI CS

A. Popul ati on and housi ng censuses

121. The Conmmi ssion considered item9 (a) of its agenda at its 459th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
popul ati on and housi ng censuses (E/ CN. 3/1993/12, sect. 1).

122. The Conmmi ssi on wel coned t he progress report on the 1990 Wrl d Popul ati on and
Housi ng Census Programme (E/ CN. 3/1993/12, sect. |I.A) and noted with satisfaction
that a mpjority of countries had undertaken a popul ati on and/ or housi ng census in
the 1990 round. It was also pleased to | earn that nmany countries had pl anned to
conduct a mi d-decade census or an intercensal survey in order to obtain nore up-to-
dat e popul ati on and housi ng i nformati on, since a decade bet ween successi ve
censuses was too long to capture many rapid social and econoni c devel opnents.

123. The Commi ssi on enphasi zed t he i nportance of di ssenination, anal ysis and
utilization of popul ati on and housi ng census data and preparati on of post-censa
popul ation estimates. It pointed out that efforts should be nmade to pronote the
use of data not only by governnent agencies, but also by the public. The

Conmi ssion noted with appreciation that the United Nations, through its technica
cooperation activities, had assisted countries in undertaki ng census analysis. It
noted with satisfaction that the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat, with support fromthe United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA), had
organi zed a series of interregional workshops on popul ati on dat abases and rel at ed
topics to assist countries in their work on census data di sseni nation and
utilization.

124. The Commi ssi on noted that cartographi c work was anong one of the nost

i mportant el ements of census preparation and therefore urged the United Nations to
assi st countries by providing themwi th i nformati on on new cart ographic

devel opnents. Census net hodol ogi cal studi es on such topics as questionnaire
design, pre-testing of census procedures and census quality control should be
prepared and nmade avail able to countries.

125. The Conmi ssi on di scussed t he apparent increase of non-response to certain
census itens in some countries and attributed such i ncreases to, anmong ot her

t hi ngs, concerns about invasion of privacy and conplicated questionnaire design
O her rel ated enunerati on probl ens i ncluded high mobility of the popul ation
househol ds whose menbers were difficult to find at hone, bad weather conditions,
and renot e geographical |ocation. The Comm ssion urged countries to conduct

i ntensi ve census publicity canpaigns in order to obtain public cooperation

126. The Conmi ssion al so noted the useful ness of the optical reading technol ogy
that woul d greatly facilitate census data capture, and suggested that an
assessnment be nade of its appropriateness in the |ight of census requirenents and
t echnol ogi cal conditions of the devel oping countries in order to assist in

pl anni ng t he 2000 round of censuses.

127. The Conmi ssi on stressed the i nportance of housi ng censuses and urged
countries to undertake an integrated popul ati on and housi ng census in the
2000 round of censuses.



128. At the request of EUROSTAT, the Conmi ssion al so considered the topic of

i nternational nigration because of its current inmportance in Europe. It was

poi nt ed out that European countries were using different definitions, resultingin
statistics on migration fl ows that were not conparable. The Comi ssion consi dered
the topic to be of inportance. It was noted that international mgration flows
affected all regions and international mgration was an area of statistics where

i nternational recomendati ons were of special inmportance. Conparability of

i nternational nigration data was considered extrenely inmportant for deriving

em gration statistics. The Comi ssion agreed that the United Nations

recomendati ons on international mgration statistics, which had not been revised
for 20 years, should be reviewed. It was recogni zed, however, that the i ssues

i nvol ved were conpl ex - for instance, the concept and | ength of residency.

Further, the present recomendati ons were harnoni zed with other standards in
related fields, particularly international tourism refugees and the SNA. Those

i ssues woul d need to be borne in mnd inany future work i n that area.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

129. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Expressedits satisfaction with the work carried out by the Statistical
Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat, the United Nations regi onal
conmi ssi ons and UNFPA, anong others, in connection with the 1990 Worl d Popul ati on
and Housi ng Census Progranme;

(b) Requested the Statistical Division, in collaboration with the United
Nat i ons regi onal comni ssions, to make preparations for the 2000 round of
popul ati on and housi ng censuses. |n that connection, the Conm ssi on enphasi zed
t he i mportance of census net hodol ogi cal studies on such i ssues as census
cartography, the inproved nmeasurenent of econonic activity, including the use of
t he revi sed economnic classifications, the use of nodern technol ogy, sanpling,
census pre-testing and quality control, as well as the publication of subject-
mat t er handbooks and technical reports for the 2000 round;

(c) Requested the Secretary-General to report to the Statistical Conmission,
at its twenty-eighth session, in 1995, on the preparations undertaken in
connection with the 2000 round of popul ati on and housi ng censuses, subject to
revi ew by the Worki ng Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coor di nati on;

(d) Requested the Statistical Divisionto initiate work on the review of the

current recomendati ons on international mgration statistics, in cooperation with
United Nations regi onal conmi ssions, EURCSTAT, and ot her organi zati ons concer ned.

B. Civil registration and vital statistics

130. The Commi ssion considered item9 (b) of its agenda at its 459th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on progress in
i mpl enenting the international programre for accel erating the i nprovenment of
vital statistics and civil registration systems (E/CN. 3/1993/12, sect. I1;



(b) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral containing updated i nformation on the
wor k of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. V).

131. The Commi ssi on took note of the above reports.

C. Statistics on special popul ation groups

132. The Conmmi ssion considered item9 (c) of its agenda at its 459th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral on statistics on special popul ation
groups and dat abases (E/ CN. 3/1993/12, sect. I11);

(b) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral containing updated i nformati on on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. V).

133. The Commi ssi on t ook note of the above reports.

D. Statistics on the advancenent of wonen

134. The Commi ssion considered item9 (d) of its agenda at its 460th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
statistics on the advancement of wonen (E/ CN. 3/1993/12, sect. 1V).

135. The Conmi ssi on conmmended the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat for achieving a high degree of international collaboration and
coordination in its gender statistics programme. It praised the high quality and
success of the publication prepared under the programre, The World's Wonen, 1970-
1990, as an outstandi ng exanpl e of a statistical publication geared to user needs.
The Commi ssion noted that extensive use was bei ng made of the publication and of
the rel ated wonmen' s activities database for a wi de range of policy planning
purposes. It pointed out that The World's Wonen filled a critical need by

organi zi ng and presenting gender-specific statistics in a w dely accessible
format, and expressed strong support for the quality of the statistical analysis
and t he presentation.

136. The Commi ssi on al so enphasi zed t he val ue of the programre's data conpilation
activities as a nodel for the efficient coordination of data-sharing arrangenments
among the statistical services of the international agencies that inmposed no

addi ti onal reporting burden on countri es.

137. At a nore general |evel, the Comm ssion pointed to the critical inportance of
gender statistics as atool for integrating wonen into devel opnent. |t gave strong
support to the Statistical Division's progranme on gender statistics andtoits
approach of integrating gender statistics into all areas of its work.

138. The Commi ssi on enphasi zed in particular the need to strengthen gender
concerns in economc statistics. It recognized the need to fully incorporate
measur ement and val uati on of unpaid work into rel evant economc statistics
progr anmres.

Action taken by the Conm ssion




139. The Conmi ssi on:
(a) Expressed its great appreciation of the Statistical Division's work
programmre on gender statistics and strongly supported its continuation;

(b) Called onthe Statistical Divisionto act as a focal point to ensure
continued coordinati on and i ntegration of international work in that field,;

(c) Called on all of the international statistical services concerned to
provi de maxi mumsupport to national, regional and international preparations for
the Fourth Worl d Conference on Wonen: Action for Equality, Devel opment and Peace,

to be held in 1995.



Chapter 11X

ENVI RONMVENT STATI STI CS

140. The Conmmi ssi on considered item10 of its agenda at the 459th and

460t h neetings, on 26 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:
(a) Report of the Secretary-General on environment statistics

(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 13);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. VI).

141. The Conmi ssion attached great inportance to the assessnent of environnent al
probl enms at the national and international levels. It was pointed out that

devel opi ng countries faced different environnental problenms and were primarily
concerned wi th keeping their natural resource base intact. Problens of valuation
arose because of non-nmarket activity in primary sectors and differenti al
environnental effects on different popul ati on groups. Those concerns had to be
addr essed by basi c physical statistics and natural resource accounts.

142. The Conmi ssi on expressed its broad support for the work carried out by the
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in environment statistics.
It enphasi zed the i nportance of setting priorities inthat |arge and conplex field
of statistics. One way to address those priorities would be to deal with sinpler
questions first before embarking on nore difficult issues.

143. The Conmi ssi on stressed the need for inproved coordination in environnment
statistics, environnental indicators and integrated environmental and econonic
accounting. It also took note of the statenent of the Statistical Division, as
convener of the task force on environnent statistics, that it would draft an inter-
agency wor k progranme for review by the task force. The Conmi ssion considered it
appropriate that the Division take a |l eading role in the coordination of
environnent statistics and accounting at the international level, while

recogni zi ng the maj or substantive contributions of other organizati ons such as the
Uni ted Nations Environnent Programre (UNEP), OECD, the World Bank and the regi onal
comm ssi ons.

144. The inportance of technical cooperation in the field of environnent
statistics and environmental accounting was enphasi zed. |In that connection, the
support provided by the United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP) and the World
Bank was recogni zed. |t was inportant, neverthel ess, that technical cooperation
efforts in environment statistics be expanded.

145. The Conmi ssi on wel comed t he ongoi ng work of the Intergovernmental WorKking
G oup on the Advancement of Environment Statistics and requested that such work
continue. |t expressed its appreciation to the Government of Germany for
sponsoring the third neeting of the Goup. The Conmi ssion took note of the new
el enents incorporated into the work programre of the Group, notably the

devel opnent of environmental indicators and indicators of sustainabl e devel opnment,
as well as the plan to cover all countries in the survey of country practices in
environnent statistics. 1t also reconmended that rel evant aspects of

envi ronnental accounting be i ncorporated into the work programe of the G oup.
One representative mentioned the possibility of his Government's sponsoring the
forthcom ng neeting of the G oup.



146. The Commi ssi on took note of the request by the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronment and Devel opment (UNCED) that the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons secretariat pursue the devel opnment of indicators of sustainable

devel opnent. It was noted that with regard to the devel opment of environmental

i ndicators, different international organizations were currently devel opi ng such
i ndi cators, notably OECD, UNEP and the Worl d Bank. The Statistical Division
shoul d take fully into account the work of those organizations inits work on
environnental indicators, with a viewto adapting it for gl obal use and
application. The need to keep the nunber of indicators to a m nimumwas stressed.

147. The Conmi ssion noted with appreciation the work of the Statistical Division
in environmental accounting, in particular the preparation of aninterim

SNA Handbook on | nt egrated Environmental and Econoni ¢ Accounting. The need for
training inthat relatively newfield was stressed. Mire resources should be

al l ocated to that work, which shoul d address bot h physical resource accounting as
wel | as conpl ex conceptual questions of nonetary environmental accounting such as
val uation. Physical resource accounting should be further devel oped as an

i ntegral part of the Systemof Integrated Environnental and Econom ¢ Accounti ng.
The need to devel op t hose net hodol ogi es i n an open and transparent nanner was al so
stressed.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

148. The Commi ssi on

(a) Took note of the recommendati ons of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronment and Devel opnment regardi ng the devel opment and i npl enent ati on of
i ntegrated environmental and econoni c accounti ng;

(b) Expressed its general support of the work of the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat in the areas of environment statistics, indicators
and accounting, which should be carried out in full cooperation and coordination
wi t h ongoi ng i nternational work;

(c) Welconed the preparation of an interi mSNA Handbook on I nt egrated
Envi ronment al and Econoni ¢ Accounting, which, in accordance with the request of
UNCED, shoul d be widely distributed and further devel oped by the statistica
Di vision in cooperation with other international organizations and nati onal
experts in the field;

(d) Stressed the need to build national capacities in devel opi ng countries
inall areas of environment statistics by neans of handbooks, training sem nars,
wor kshops and country projects;

(e) Requested that the I ntergovernmental Working Group on the Advancenent of
Envi ronment Statistics continue its current work, incorporating the devel opment of
envi ronnent al and sust ai nabl e devel opnent i ndi cators and rel evant aspects of
envi ronnent al accounti ng.



Chapter X

TOURI SM STATI STI CS

149. The Conmi ssion considered item11 of its agenda at its 460th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the World TourismOrganization (WIO) cont ai ni ng draft
recomendati ons on touri smstatistics (E/ CN 3/1993/14);

(b) Draft Standard International Cl assification of TourismActivities
(SI CTA) (PROVI SI ONAL ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. M 83).

150. The Commi ssi on was i nforned of the vital role that the touri smsector played
inthe national econony of many countries and the grow ng denand for conprehensive
data on tourismflows, tourist expenditure, hotel facilities and so on. In that
context, several menbers expressed appreciation to WIOfor preparing the report
and enphasi zed that t he adopti on of international standards would provi de a sound
basi s for devel opi ng nati onal tourismstatistics.

151. It was suggested that in future data collection programes, particul ar
attention be given to information on market segnents, including cultural and rural
tourism A suggestion was al so nade that sone categories of SICTA, such as hotels,
needed to be further di saggregated so as to be nore responsi ve to user needs.

152. It was pointed out that mobility of people within a country was i ncreasing.
Several difficulties, both conceptual and practical, in the identification of
donestic touri smand proper nethods to nmeasure it were noted.

153. Several nenbers stressed that in devel oping countries there was an urgent
need for training of tourismstatisticians. The preparation of manuals and the
organi zati on of regional training seninars were considered essential for those
countri es.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

154. The Comm ssi on:

(a) Adopted the draft reconmendations contained in the report by the Wrld
Touri smOrgani zation on tourismstatistics (E/CN 3/1993/14) and the Standard
International Cl assification of TourismActivities (SICTA)

( PROVI SI ONAL ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. M 83) as a provisional classification for use by
countries and requested that they be published and wi dely distributed,

(b) Enphasized the need for technical cooperation activities, including

trai ni ng wor kshops and techni cal handbooks and gui del i nes, to assist countries in
the i npl ement ati on of WIO r econmendati ons on touri smstatistics.

Chapter Xl

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT AND | NTEGRATI ON OF METHODOLOG CAL
WORK, | NCLUDI NG DEVELOPMENT | NDI CATORS

A. Ceneral devel opnent and i ntegration of




net hodol ogi cal work

155. The Commi ssion considered item12 (a) of its agenda at its 457th and
458t h nmeetings, on 25 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral on general devel opnment and i ntegration
of met hodol ogi cal work, covering, in particular, energy statistics, international
trade statistics and i nternational seaborne trade statistics (E/ CN. 3/1993/15);

(b) Joint report of the Secretary-Ceneral and the general agreenment on
Tariffs and Trade on the future rel ati onshi p between the Harnoni zed Cormodity
descri pti on and Codi ng System (HS) and the Standard I nternational Trade
Classification (SITC), Revision 3 (E/ CN. 3/1993/ 15/ Add. 1);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformati on on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. VII).

156. The Conmmi ssion noted that (a) the existing United Nations concepts and
definitions ininternational trade statistics had been i ssued prior to the comni ng
into force of HS and SI TC Rev. 3; (b) sone parts of the existing concepts coul d be
made cl earer for users; (c) country practices had been found to deviate fromthe
recomendati ons and required study; and (d) there was a need to ensure that the
recomrendations in that field were consistent with those in the revised SNA and
bal ance of paynents. |n respect of (c) above, the Conm ssion was i nformed of
partial results of a survey enunerating differences between country practices and
the international recommendations - for exanple, differences in the treatnment of
such itenms as nonetary and non-nonetary gold and nilitary goods.

157. The Commi ssi on consi dered that the study of country practices that was under
way in the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat through |ibrary
research and a questionnaire devel oped by the international agencies was extrenely
useful and that the results woul d be of interest to countries. Particular support
was expressed for the ongoing work in the Division on price and quantity indexes in
international trade. The Conmission noted with regret that the Division had

term nated its work on international seaborne trade statistics, but wel comed the
initiative taken by the Division with a conmercial organization to provide access
by several international organizations to the shipping database of that

organi zation. Although several organizations had found that source of data to be
useful, the specific needs of some of the organizations did not appear to be fully
met through that approach. The work of the Intersecretariat Wrking G oup on
Energy Statistics was brought to the attention of the Comm ssion.

158. The Conmi ssion noted that nore than 100 countries were using HS for primary
conpi |l ati on and di ssemi nation of their trade statistics and that nany countries

al so reconpi l ed the HS-based data into SITC for anal yti cal purposes. O her
countries were expected to adopt HSin the future. The Comm ssion recalled that it
had previ ously deci ded that HS woul d serve as buil di ng bl ocks for the

har moni zati on of international economi c classifications, including SITC. On the
basi s of the discussion and the information contained i n docunent

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 15/ Add. 1, whi ch supported t he adoption of HS at the national |evel,

t he Comm ssion broadly endorsed the use of HS at the national [evel for primry
conpil ati on and di ssem nation for international trade statistics.

159. The Conmmi ssi on t ook note of the reasons for revision of HS and t he procedures
t hat were fol |l owed by the Custons Cooperation Council for approving revisions.
The Commi ssion stressed the importance of minimzing the statistical effects of



changes in HS, and of maintaining as far as possible continuity in statistical
series, while allowing the classification to accormmpdate and i dentify changes in
commodity fl ows. The Comm ssion broadly endorsed the viewthat statisticians at
t he national and international |evels should place specific recomendations with
t he Cust oms Cooperation Council, and that proposed changes shoul d ensure t hat
statistical needs were acconmpdated in addition to the other needs that the
classification was intended to satisfy.

160. A range of views was expressed on the desired future rel ati onshi p between HS
and SI TC Rev. 3. The Commi ssion recal |l ed sone aspects of its discussion at the tine
of adopting SITC Rev.3: the classification had been adopted in part to provide

sui tabl e aggregates for econoni c anal ysis reflecting current devel oprments; the
correl ati on between HS and SI TC Rev. 3 was to be established and mai ntai ned; and

SI TC Rev. 3 woul d provi de an up-to-date basis for a world trade matrix with
internationally conparabl e cormpdity data. The point was al so nade t hat users
were fam liar with SI TC and any change woul d need to be well thought out and
retraining inplications considered. The Conmi ssion al so considered that in
deriving SITC data fromHS data, the nost efficient technical solution should be
adopt ed; taking resource requirements into account. The Comm ssi on supported
revision of SITCRev.3 at the tinme of the 1996 revi sion of HS to keep the forner up
to date with devel opments in product flows and to keep full correlation with HS at
t he nost detail ed | evel possible. However, there was also a strong viewthat in
the |l onger termSI TC Rev. 3 shoul d be dropped, preferably at the tinme of the next
revi si on of HS.

161. In that connection, the Conmi ssion considered that the future CPC coul d be
used as the classification for anal ytical purposes for international trade
statistics, thereby replacing SITC Rev. 3 and trade data conpiled in terms of HS
coul d be converted into a CPC basis. The Conmi ssion decided to return to the
guestion when the revision and eval uati on of the provisional CPCwas conpl et ed.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

162. The Comm ssi on:

(a) Took note of the information on energy statistics, international trade
statistics and i nternati onal seaborne trade statistics contained in the report of
t he Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN. 3/1993/15) and the oral report nade by the convener of
the task force on international trade statistics onthe work and plans of the task
force;

(b) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat, in
cooperation with rel evant international organizations, to revise the existing
United Nations concepts and definitions on international trade statistics to
ensure their adequacy and clarity inrelation to current circunstances relating to
international trade statistics and to ensure their harmoni zation with the revi sed
SNA and bal ance of payments;

(c) Requested the Statistical Divisionto publish the results of the
research into country practices for international trade statistics, carried out by
the i nternational organizati ons and nake themavail abl e to countri es;

(d) Reconmended that countries adopt HS for conpilation and di ssem nation of
their international trade statistics, should they be intending to change their
commodity cl assification for their own purposes;



(e) Reconmended that the Custons Cooperation Council take fully into account
the statistical inplications of any changes proposed for HS and the statistical
needs and capacities of devel opi ng countri es;

(f) Requested the Statistical Divisionto revise SITC Rev. 3 at the nost
detailed level infull correlation with the revised HS and to i ssue the revision so
that it woul d be effective 1 January 1996, the date of introduction of the
revi sed HS;

(g) Decided to consider the use of CPCin place of SITC Rev.3 for anal yti cal
pur poses as soon as the provisional CPC had been revi sed and eval uat ed.

B. Devel opnent indicators

163. The Conmmi ssi on considered item12 (b) of its agenda at its 460th neeting, on
26 February 1993. It had before it the report of the United Nations Research
Institute for Social Devel opment (UNRI SD) on patterns of consunption and
qualitative aspects of devel opnent (E/ CN. 3/1993/16).

164. The Conmmi ssi on noted that that progranme activity had originally been

undert aken by UNRI SD as a fol |l owup of General Assenbly resolution 40/179 and had
been revi ewed by the Comi ssion periodically. The Econonic and Social Council, in
resol ution 1991/94, had reaffirned the objectives of Assenmbly resol ution 40/179
and had requested the statistical Comission to keep the issue of patterns of
consunption and qualitative indicators of devel opment under consideration.

165. The Conmi ssi on noted the great inportance in current devel opnent issues of
appropriate social indicators and statistics covering a wi de range of social and
human devel opnent concerns, and it wel coned t he work of UNRISD, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), WHO and t he
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat among ot hers, and of

i ndi vidual countries to pronote the collection and anal ysis of statistics and

i ndi cators for that purpose. It enphasized the need for feasible, well-

coordi nated indicators and called on the Statistical Divisionto take a | eading
role in coordinating international work.

166. The Conmmi ssi on was i nformed that the neeting of Experts on Qualitative

I ndi cat ors of Devel opment (Rabat, Morocco, April 1991) had been held in an effort
toidentify the nost recent advances and shortfalls in sel ecting and appl yi ng
quantitative indicators of devel opnment and to highlight areas i n whi ch new
research or better application of existing know edge was needed. The Rabat
meeting had reveal ed that efforts to i npl enent systens of qualitative indicators
of devel opnment in | owincone countries continued to experience problems in data
col l ection, processing and di sseni nati on.

167. Some participants felt that good progress was being made at the national and
international |evels in the conpilation of basic indicators and anal yses which
were directly based on basic data sources in countries, but it was agreed that many
serious chall enges in data availability and in nmet hodol ogy remai ned, particularly
for nore conpl ex types of indicators. The Conmission felt that it was essential to
nmeet those chall enges effectively to ensure the continuing rel evance of soci al
statistics to contenporary social issues around the world. At the same tine,
however, the Conmi ssi on expressed considerable caution with regard to the

devel opnent of derived indicators ai ned at neasuring such conpl ex, many-si ded

i ssues as poverty or human devel opnent, particularly for purposes of international
conparability. Some representatives expressed the viewthat in selecting and



i denti fyi ng devel opnent indicators, due attention should be paid to includinga
few appropriate indicators neasuring | evel of econonic devel opment.

168. In terns of overall programre pl anni ng, the Conmi ssion enphasi zed t he

i mportance of a cl ear understandi ng of nethods, objectives and scope i n any

i ndi cat or devel opment programme and of international collaboration to pool scarce
resour ces and ensure coordi nated and consi stent results.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

169. The Commi ssi on

(a) Welconed the report of UNRI SD on qualitative indicators of devel opnent
and expressed its appreciation of the extensive work undertaken by the Institute
inthat field, including the organization of the expert nmeeting at Rabat in
April 1991,

(b) Agreed that indicator programmes should aimat limted, practical
obj ectives and be closely |Iinked to user needs;

(c) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to
act as focal point to pronote full collaboration and coordi nati on at the
i nternational |evel in work on devel opnent indicators;

(d) Reconmended the intensive continuation of planned research work on sound
statistical nethodol ogy for derived indicators on such conpl ex soci al topics as
poverty;

(e) Cautioned against the use of conplex indicators and i ndi ces without a
cl ear understandi ng and statenent of their limtations, particularly for
i nternational conparisons;

(f) Agreed that high priority should be assigned to the sel ection and
conpil ati on of appropriate indicators to support preparation of the Wrld Summ t
for Social Devel opnent, to be held in 1995;

(g) Agreed to include the question of devel opment indicators in the agenda
of its twenty-eighth session, in 1995, subject to review by the Wrking G oup on
International Statistical Progranmes and Coordination



Chapter Xl |

TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON

A. Technical cooperationin statistics

170. The Conmmi ssion considered item13 (a) of its agenda at its 461st neeting, on
1 March 1993. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on technical
cooperation in statistics (E/CN. 3/1993/17).

171. The Commi ssi on wel coned the report of the Secretary-General as a usefu
overvi ew of technical cooperationin statistics carried out by the United Nations
system It also welconed the inclusionin the report of prelimnary information on
t he i mpact of General Assenbly resolution 44/211 and the new agency support cost
arrangenents on the provision of technical cooperationin statistics.

172. A nunmber of suggestions for inproving the report were nmade: it should
contain information on expenditure in real terns; provide nore detailed
classification of expenditure by subject area; include expenditures for technica
cooperation in statistics supplied directly to Governnents by UNFPA and UNDP;
provide nore detail ed i nformation on techni cal cooperation projects in Africa; and
provide nore i nformati on on training.

173. Several participants provided information on their countries' bilateral
programmes of technical cooperation in statistics. Representatives of regiona
conmi ssions and i nternational organizations provided additional information. Mny
menbers fromdevel opi ng countries expressed their appreciation of the technica
cooperation in statistics and the support provided by the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat, the regional com ssions and several other

i nternational agencies, including FAO WHO, the World Bank, | M-, UNDP and UNFPA.
The Commi ssion was pl eased to | earn of the planned activities of AFRI STAT, a
techni cal cooperation effort organi zed by several African countries in cooperation
with the Governnent of France.

174. The Conmi ssi on expressed concern about the overall decrease in resources

all ocated to the technical cooperation progranme in statistics. It recognized
that the decreased | evel of resources for denographic statistics during 1991

and 1992 could be attributed to the cycle of popul ati on and housi ng censuses t hat
peaked at the end of each cal endar decade. The decrease in the funds devoted to
dat a processing and i nformatics could be at |east partly attributed to the drop in
the price of equipnment. Neverthel ess, over the next several years it recogni zed
that the expenditure on technical cooperation in statistics would decline as
policies related to the national execution of projects affected a | arger
proportion of the United Nations system s technical cooperation programre.

175. The Conmi ssion reiterated the concern expressed at its twenty-sixth session

t hat the share of resources avail able for econonic statistics was not adequat e and
urged t hose donors that had econom c statistics within their mandates to i ncrease

t he provi sion of support to such technical cooperation. Specific mention was made
of the need for increased attention to and support for the i nplementation of the
new y approved revised SNA. The Conmi ssion's approval of the new SNA was descri bed
as a watershed in statistical devel opnent. Trade and i ndustrial statistics were

al so areas in which additional technical cooperation was urgently required.

176. The Conmmi ssi on was pl eased to be i nfornmed about the activities of the
Committee on Statistics of the Conmonweal th of | ndependent States in pronoting the



coordi nated statistical devel opnent of its menber countries as well as of the

i nter-agency coordi nating conmittee on technical cooperationin statistics for the
countries of the former Soviet Union. Although the special inportance of and

chal | enges i nvol ved i n technical cooperation to the countries with econonies in
transition, including the countries of the former Sovi et Union was recognized,
concern was expressed | est such attention divert technical support fromdevel opi ng
countri es.

177. The Comm ssi on was concerned that during the period under review, statistica
trai ni ng had remai ned a very small conponent of the total expenditure,
particularly in viewof the share given to personnel costs, and urged i ncreased
support for the training conponent of the programme. The Commi ssion, however,
noted that in addition to the expenditure reported under the traini ng conponent,
trai ni ng was provided by the interregi onal, regional, technical advisers and
speci al i sts and project staff. Such expenditure was included under personnel and
field staff. Concern was al so expressed about the small share of assistance given
to the acquisition of data-processing equi pnment during the recent period. The
Conmi ssi on wel coned the deci si on by Japan and UNDP to conti nue to provi de support
tothe Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) in view of the many

i mportant training courses whi ch SI AP had organi zed over the years.

178. The Conmi ssi on noted that General Assenbly resolution 44/211 and

UNDP Governi ng Council decision 90/26 provided the overall framework for United
Nati ons techni cal cooperation activities in all fields and for a new agency
support cost system The Conmi ssion understood that the ai mof the new systemwas
to enhance the technical capabilities of institutions in devel opi ng countries

t hrough national execution of progranmes at the country level. Several

partici pants expressed concern that changes i n agency support cost arrangenents
were seriously affecting the ability of the regional conmmi ssions to deliver

advi sory services consistent with country needs on atinely basis. Questions were
rai sed about the full establishment and operation of UNFPA Country Support Teans
and effective comunication with the regional conm ssions. The Conmi ssion was

pl eased to | earn how UNFPA was attenpting to refine its newsystem At the sane
time, the Commi ssion | ooked forward to the results of the study initiated by the
ESCAP Committee on Statistics on the new support cost arrangenents and their

i npact on national statistical offices. Furthernore, the Conmmi ssion requested for
its session in 1995 an assessnent of the overall inmpact at the country level of the
new arrangenents for the delivery of technical cooperationin statistics.

179. The Conmi ssi on stressed the i nportance of coordi nati on of technica
cooperation activities, its efficiency and effectiveness. Many Governments and
national statistical offices were making najor contributions in statistical

devel opnent and techni cal cooperation activities in addition to the technica
cooperation activities of the international agencies. The Commi ssion enphasized
the role of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and the
regi onal conmissions in pronoting coordination of technical cooperation projects
instatistics and the role of national statistical offices in coordination at the
country level. It also enphasized the special rolein the African region of the
Addi s Ababa Pl an of Action for Statistical Devel opment in Africa in the 1990s. The
Pl an of Action provided a franework for statistical devel opment and techni cal
cooperation in statistics in the African region. The Comm ssion urged that any
future techni cal cooperation activities in the regi on be organized within the
framewor k of the Plan of Action.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion




180. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Stressed the great inportance of technical cooperation programes and
endorsed the current technical cooperation activities in statistics carried out by
the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and other international
and regi onal organizations;

(b) Enphasized the i nportance of technical cooperation related to national
accounts and ot her types of econonic statistics and urged that resources all ocated
to that conponent be increased;

(c) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commi ssion, at its
twenty-ei ghth session, in 1995, a report on technical cooperationin statistics
i ncl udi ng an assessnent of the inpact of General Assenbly resolution 44/211 and
t he new agency support cost arrangenents on the i npl ementati on of the technical
cooperation programme in statistics, subject to review by the Wrking Group on
International Statistical Programes and Coordi nation.

B. National Household Survey Capability Programe ( NHSCP),
t he Soci al Di nensi ons of Adjustnent (SDA) programe and
the Living Standards Measurenent Study (LSMS)

181. The Commi ssion considered item13 (b) and (c) of its agenda at its
458t h neeting, on 25 February 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Joint report of the Secretary-General and the Worl d Bank on progress in
the i npl ement ati on of the National Househol d Survey Capability Programe ( NHSCP),
t he Living Standards Measurenent Study (LSMS) and the Soci al Di nensions of
Adj ust nent ( SDA) progranmme (E/ CN. 3/1993/18);

(b) Joint report of the Secretary-General and the Worl d Bank on sel ected
i ssues relating to the National Household Survey Capability Progranme (NHSCP), the
Li vi ng Standards Measurenent Study (LSMS) and the Soci al Di mensi ons of Adj ust nent
(SDA) programe (E/ CN. 3/1993/19);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ 24, sect. VIII).

182. The Commi ssi on wel coned the joint report on selected i ssues and expressed its
satisfaction that its appeals at its twenty-sixth session for the programres of
NHSCP and LSMS/ SDA to work in cl oser coordi nati on and cooperati on had been heeded.
It noted that the nost effective cooperation was at the country |l evel, though it
shoul d be nore systemati zed, and was pl eased to cite the exanpl e of Mali

(E/CN. 3/1993/19, annex). It also noted that coordination at the country | evel had
to be suppl enment ed by coordi nati on at the programre | evel, which it was pleased to
see had been effective, particularly with respect to devel opnent of technical

mat eri al s.

183. The Conmi ssion found the progress report to be hel pful, and noted that the
t hree programmes underlined the capability of househol d surveys in nany countries,
despite difficulties encountered in their inplenmentation.

184. The Conmi ssion stated that institution-building at the country | evel was a
critical conmponent in the devel opment and application of househol d survey
met hodol ogy and urged that, with regard to Africa, the future strategy for



devel opnent of househol d surveys shoul d be pronpbted wi thin the context of the
Strategy for the I nplenentation of the Addis Ababa Pl an of Action for Statistical
Devel opnent in Africa in the 1990s (E ECA/ CM 18/ 10/ Add. 1) .

185. The Commi ssion urged that future initiatives with respect to NHSCP and

LSMs/ SDA shoul d enphasi ze the policy rel evance of surveys, noting that for

deci si on makers the construction of such useful products as poverty profil es was

i nval uabl e and shoul d be conti nued and expanded. Several exanples of howthe
survey data were being used for policy design purposes were cited, but the view was

al so expressed that nuch fuller use could still be made of themand that further
efforts were needed to pronote such usage. The Commi ssion urged that nore work be
done to devel op "light" surveys or those with quick turnaround.

186. The Commi ssi on recogni zed that many of the differences in approach,

met hodol ogy and obj ecti ves bet ween NHSCP and LSMS/ SDA wer e unavoi dabl e, but those
di fferences should not inhibit the agencies fromworking cl osely together,
especially at the country level. It was noted, with respect to data requirenents,
t hat the SDA progranmme was nore anbitious than NHSCP in terns of its requirenents
for timeliness but that SDA drew upon t he experi ence of NHSCP i n devel opi ng
countries where the latter had been i nstrumental in establishing househol d survey
capability.

187. Some of the met hodol ogical differences between NHSCP and SDA, such as the use
or |l ack of master sanples, were noted, but again it was agreed that those

di fferences correctly refl ected the objectives of the survey within a particul ar
country and shoul d not be seen as conpeting net hodol ogi cal strategies.

188. Some menbers pointed out that the Joint Conference of African Pl anners,

Stati sticians and Denpographers, at its seventh session, in March 1992, had
endorsed the African Househol d Survey Capability Programre (AHSCP), the regional
conmponent of NHSCP, as one of the nost useful programmes of the African region.

The uni queness of NHSCP as an "unbrell a" programre was al so noted, since it drew

t he best out of all conmponents of the United Nations system- that is, the regional
comm ssions, the specialized agencies and the United Nations Secretariat - through
its networking arrangenents of coordination. It was urged that the core
conmponents of NHSCP be institutionalized within the context of the regul ar
progranmmes of technical cooperation of the United Nations system

189. The Conmi ssion noted that the experiences of African countries in

i mpl ementi ng poverty nmonitoring systems using the househol d survey programmes
coul d be of relevance and interest to countries el sewhere experiencing simlar
rapi d social and economi ¢ change.

190. At the regional |evel, the Commi ssion was i nformed of much progress with
respect to the i npl enentati on of continui ng househol d surveys, including training
i n met hodol ogy, in several countries of ECLAC and ECA and al so with respect to the
utilization of results such as social indicators on the poverty situation of those
countri es.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

191. The Commi ssi on:

(a) Expressed its appreciation of the inproved spirit of cooperation between
t he NHSCP, LSMs and SDA progr ames;



(b) Supported the i nmportance of pronoting such cooperation at the country
| evel first and forenost, while extendi ng such cooperation up to the progranmme
| evel ;

(c) Recognized that the policy relevance of the surveys was very i nmportant
and that continued efforts were needed to pronote full use of the survey results;

(d) Agreed that nethodol ogi cal differences were unavoi dabl e but shoul d not
be a barrier to cooperation;

(e) Encouraged countries inplenenting poverty-nonitoring based on househol d
surveys to share their experiences with other countries not participatingin
NHSCP, LSMS or SDA;

(f) Urged that the core conmponents of NHSCP be institutionalized withinthe

cont ext of regul ar programmes of technical cooperation of the United Nations
system

C. Mnitoring the achi evenent of social goals in the 1990s

192. The Conmmi ssion considered item13 (d) of its agenda at its 461st neeting, on
1 March 1993. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
programmre to nonitor the achi evenent of social goals in the 1990s and rel ated

met hodol ogi cal work (E/CN.3/1993/20). It also had beforeit, for information, the
report of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Devel opment (UNRI SD) on
patterns of consunption and qualitative aspects of devel opnent (E/ CN.3/1993/16),
whi ch had been consi dered under item12 (b).

193. The Commi ssi on wel coned t he report of the Secretary-General, which described
t he progress nade in the devel opment of an inter-agency programme to nonitor the
achi evenent of social goals in the 1990s. It was encouraged to note the | evel of

i nternational cooperation anong the United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF),
UNFPA, UNDP and the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat - the
menbers of the Inter-Agency Wrking G oup.

194. The Conmi ssi on agreed that there was a cl ear need to nonitor the achi evenent
of social goals but noted that that was only one set of needs faced by nati onal
government statistical agencies. Each country had to decide on its own programe,
t aki ng account of national resources, capability and objectives. The |Inter-agency
Wor ki ng Group effort should pronote coll ection of data to conpile indicators to
nmeasure social goals in such a way that other priority areas were not di srupted.

In that connection, it was felt that social and econonic statistical progranmes
shoul d be coordi nated and i nt egrated and not seen as conpeting with each other for
scarce national resources.

195. The Conmmi ssion agreed that it was not possible to have a conmon approach for
all countries. In Africa, for exanple, many countries had built up their household
survey capability through the National Househol d Survey Capability Progranmme and
such countries woul d not need so nuch external support as those with | ess
capability. However, the role of practical manuals on howto use social indicators
was recogni zed.

196. The Conmi ssion stressed that popul ati on and housi ng censuses had a critical
role to play in nonitoring progranmmes because, to the extent that data fromthose
censuses addressed the rel evant indicator needs, they m ght be the only cost-



ef fective vehicle for producing the subnati onal geographical distributionthat so
many countries needed for proper nonitoring.

197. The Conmmi ssi on noted that many countries were in fact al ready preparing the
priority social indicators that the Inter-agency Wrking Goup had identified. In
t hat context, countries should not be encouraged to change their priorities or
operations significantly. What the Inter-agency Wrking G oup wanted to enphasi ze
was t hat steps needed to be taken urgently to i nprove the tineliness and quality of
data used in conpiling the indicators.

198. The Conmmi ssi on noted that the synthesis report on the pilot studies
undertaken in five countries painted a faniliar but not encouraging picture on

nati onal capability to nonitor social goals, and it enphasi zed that the

devel opnent of practical nmanual s on howto use avail able data for nonitoring and
policy planni ng should be a top priority for the Statistical Division of the United
Nations Secretariat in 1993 and 1994.

199. The Conmmi ssi on agreed that the work of the Statistical Divisionin 1993
and 1994 with regard to nonitoring the achi evenent of social and human devel opnent
goal s was appropri ate and urged t hat the programre be enhanced.

200. The Commi ssion considered it essential that efforts to monitor the

achi evenent of social goals be |linked with policy planning and design and, in that
connection, the ECLAC progranme to link its work on poverty profiles with the
devel opnent of econonic policy was cited. ECLAC was al so carryi ng out, together
with UNI CEF, an inportant regional effort to nonitor the goals of the World Sunmi t
for Children.

201. The Commi ssi on enphasi zed t he need for inter-agency cooperation and
coordi nation in resol ving conceptual and definitional issues on conpilation of
indicators. It noted the ongoi ng coll aborati on between WHO and UNI CEF i n t hat
respect and wel comed the proposal to broaden the Inter-agency Wrking Goup to
i ncl ude WHO, UNESCO, FAO and t he Worl d Bank.

202. The Conmmi ssion noted that the work of the | nter-agency Worki ng G oup and
related work in the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat woul d
take on additional inportance because of the Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opment,
to be held in 1995.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

203. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Agreed that national needs with respect to social goal nonitoring and
measur ement wer e paranount in guiding the future devel opment of the gl obal
pr ogr amme;

(b) Enphasized the utnost need for inter-agency collaboration in further
devel opnent of that work;

(c) Endorsed the further work of the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons Secretariat on the subject;

(d) Urged that the devel opnental work of ECLAC be reflected in future
devel opnent of the progranme at the global |evel and invited ECLACto subnmit to the



Conmi ssion at its twenty-ei ghth session, in 1995, a paper onits work in the
devel opnent of poverty profiles, as it had significance for all regions.



Chapter X1l

COORDI NATI ON AND | NTEGRATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL
STATI STI CAL PROGRAMVES

204. The Commi ssion considered item14 of its agenda at its 462nd, 463rd and 464th
meetings, fromlto 3 March 1993. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Progranmres and
Coordi nation on its fourteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1993/2);

(b) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Progranmres and
Coordination onits fifteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1993/21);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General containing an overall reviewof the
statistical work of international organizations (E/ CN. 3/1993/22);

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on the plans of international
organi zations in the area of statistics (E/ CN. 3/1993/23).

205. The Conmi ssi on noted that nost of the subjects covered in the reports of the
Working Group on its fourteenth and fifteenth sessions had been consi dered under
other itens of the agenda, nanely international trade, adjusting nationally
reported data to i nprove international conparability and preparing estimtes for
non-reported data, revision of the SNA, coordi nation of statistical data
collection activities of international organizations, survey programes of the
United Nations and the Wrl d Bank, and strengthening international statistical
cooperation. The Working Group's review of the agenda and docunentation for the
present session of the Conmi ssion were reflected in the final agenda and

document ati on of the session.

206. The Working Group had noted inits report (E/CN 3/1993/2, sect. |V) that
several countries had expressed concern about the inpact of reductions in
statistical resources on the possibilities of providing the data needed for |ong-
termeconom ¢ and soci al devel opment. The Worki ng G- oup had endorsed that concern
and, given the inportant role of statistics, had decided to bring it to the
attention of the Statistical Conm ssion. The Conmi ssion endorsed the

recomrendati on of the Working Group to bring the concernto the attention of

rel evant intergovernmental bodies so that they nmight take it into account in their
fields of responsibility.

207. The Conmm ssion recal | ed the extensive discussion it had hel d on docunents

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 22 and E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 23, including coordi nati on aspects, under agenda
items 15 (a) and 15 (b) (see chap. XlV).

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

208. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Welconed the work of the Working Group on International Statistical
Pr ogrammes and Coor di nation, which had contributed much to the Comm ssion's
consi deration of many of the itens onits agenda, in particular item3
(Strengthening international statistical cooperation);



(b) Requested the Secretariat to bring to the attention of rel evant
i nt ergover nnent al bodi es the concerns expressed by countries, and endorsed by the
Wor ki ng Group and t he Conmi ssi on, about the i npact of reductions in statistical
resources on the possibilities of countries providing the data needed for their
| ong-termeconom ¢ and soci al devel opnent .

209. The conmi ssi on deci ded that the Working Group at its sixteenth session should
conpri se:

(a) Oficers of the Statistical Comrission at its twenty-seventh session:
Chai rman: W Begeer (Netherl ands)
Vi ce- Chai rmen: Hiroyasu Kudo (Japan)

M guel Cervera Fl ores (Mexico)
Josef O enski (Pol and)

Rapporteur: Jothan Antony Mwani ki (Kenya)
(b) Representatives of States nenbers of the Statistical Comni ssion:

Euri co de Andrade Neves Bora (Brazil

Hans CGuent her Merk (Gernany)

R Thamar aj akshi (1 ndi a)

Kat heri ne WAl l man (United States of Anerica)
Davi d S. Di angano (Zanbi a)

(c) Alternates selected fromrepresentatives of States nmenbers of the
Statistical Conmmi ssion:

Hect or Eduardo Montero (Argentina), alternateto
M guel Cervera Fl ores (Mexico)
Zhang Sai (China) alternate to R Thanaraj akshi (I ndia)
Emmanuel Oti Boateng (CGhana) alternate to David S. Di angano (Zanbi a)
Ver non Janes (Jammica) alternate to
Euri co de Andrade Neves Bora (Brazil)
Nai ma Ghemires (Morocco) alternate to Jot han Antony Maani ki (Kenya) .

210. The Conmi ssion recal |l ed t he reconmendati on of the Worki ng Group concerni ng
its sixteenth session, and its own decision, reached after extensive di scussion
under agenda item3 (Strengthening international statistical cooperation), that

t he Worki ng Group shoul d neet annually for four days (see para. 33 (a) above). The
Conmi ssion noted that it had assi gned many tasks to the Working Group to be carried
out inthe inmediate future. Consequently, the Conmi ssion strongly recomended
that the sixteenth session of the Working Group be hel d at Geneva for four days,
from13 to 16 Septenmber 1993.

Speci al session of the Statistical Conm ssion

211. At the 463rd neeting, on 2 March 1993, the observer for Canada 3/ introduced a
draft resolution (E/CN. 3/1993/L.6) entitled "Special session of the United Nations
Statistical Conmi ssion", which read as foll ows:

"The Econom c and Soci al Council,

3/ In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council.



"Recalling that the Statistical Conmi ssion has conpl eted a fundanent al
revi ew of the structure and operation of the international statistical system
and, as a result, has made recommendati ons for strengthening the
i nternational statistical systemthrough the foll ow ng:

"(a) Anore active Wirking Group on International Statistical
Programmes and Coordi nation to nonitor progress in coordi nation/cooperation
within the international statistical systembetween sessions of the
Statistical Conmmi ssion;

"(b) Strengthened United Nations regional comm ssions and their
statistical divisions interns of their responsibilities for statistical
devel opnent in their regions;

"(c) Establishnent of six task forces as mechani sms for devel oping a
nore i ntegrated work programe anong i nternational organizations in the
foll owi ng subject-matter areas: national accounts; industrial and
construction statistics; international trade statistics; finance statistics;
price statistics; and environnent statistics;

"Requests that there be a special session of the Conmi ssion in 1994 of
four to five days' duration for the purpose of review ng progress bei ng made
inthe inplenentation of the recommendati ons for strengthening the
i nternational statistical system"

212. At the 464th neeting, on 3 March, the Commi ssion orally anmended t he draft
resol ution.

213. At the sanme neeting, the Comi ssion noted the statenent on the progranme
budget inplications of the draft resolution read by the Secretary of the

Conmi ssion. The Commi ssi on deci ded that the provisions of the draft resol ution
shoul d be i npl emented within the approved budget linit set by the General Assenbly
for the bi enni um 1994-1995.

214. The Commi ssion then adopted the draft resolution, as orally amended (see
chap. |, sect. A draft resolution|l).



Chapter XIV

PROGRAMVE QUESTI ONS

A. Programme perfornmance and i npl enent ati on

215. The Comni ssion considered item15 (a) of its agenda at its 461st and 462nd
neetings, on 1 March 1993. It had before it the foll ow ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General containing an overall reviewof the
statistical work of international organizations for the period January 1990 to
December 1991, and up to Novenber 1992 for the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons Secretariat (E CN. 3/1993/22);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at
(E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 24) .

Rel evant material fromthe report of the Secretary-General on the programe
performance of the United Nations for the biennium1990-1991 (A/ 47/ 159/ Add. 1) was
made avail abl e to t he Conmi ssi on.

216. The Commi ssion expressed its general satisfaction with the newformat of the
report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN. 3/1993/22). The Commi ssion was of the view
t hat al t hough the new fornmat was a substantial inmprovenent over the old one, there
was still roomfor inprovenent. Suggested inprovenents included the addition of
anal ytical statenments for each najor area, nore up-to-date reporting of

i nformation, better classification of subjects used and nore conprehensi ve
coverage in terns of the agencies included. Nevertheless, the Comm ssion

consi dered that the report was informative and provi ded a good sunmary over vi ew of
the activities of the United Nations systemand ot her international organizations
under subject-matter headi ngs, as had been requested by the Wrking Group at its
fifteenth session (E/CN. 3/1993/21, annex Il, para. 45).

217. The Commi ssion agreed that the report was nmainly intended to give

conpr ehensi ve and essenti al background i nformati on on the progranme and
coordination. |t was suggested that for future sessions, the rel evant materi al
shoul d be specifically identified for each of the substantive topics on the
Commi ssion's agenda. The report could al so be subnmitted as part of the
document ation for the items on coordination and on programme i npl ementation. It
was felt that the new format provi ded the needed panoramic view, and it was
essential, anong other uses, to identify gaps and overlaps within the gl obal
statistical system The report was therefore seen as an i nstrunent for

i dentifying areas for nore in-depth revi ew and coordi nati on and as a val uabl e
reference tool for informing the Conmission and its Wirking Goup of gl obal
statistical activities.

218. The Commi ssion regretted the absence of informati on on OECD and EURCSTAT i n
the report, but noted that such information woul d be contained in a joint docunment
bei ng prepared by ECE, OECD and EUROSTAT on t heir work programmes for

consi deration by the Conference of European Statisticians at its forthcom ng
sessi on.



Action taken by the Conm ssion

219. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Welconmed the report of the Secretary-General providing an overall view
of the statistical work of the international organizations as a val uabl e general
reference tool for use in progranmme revi ew and coordi nati on anong t he
i nternational statistical organizations;

(b) Endorsed the newformat as facilitating that general reference purpose;

(c) Requested the Working Group on International Statistical Progranmres and
Coordi nation to consider, at its forthcom ng session, further inprovenents in the
report as an overall reference tool - for exanple, the addition of anal ytical
summari es for each section that explicitly identified gaps, apparent overl aps and
ot her i ssues of concern; further sinplification and streanlining where possi bl e;

i mproving timeliness of the information for organi zati ons other than the
Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat, and ensuring nore conpl ete
coverage of international statistical organizations;

(d) Requested the ACC Subconmittee on Statistical Activities alsoto
consi der those i nprovenents and ot her possible i nprovenents, including inproving
the classification of the subject areas and functi onal areas used;

(e) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat in
cooperation with the various international and regi onal organizations concerned,
to prepare a sinmilar report for the twenty-ei ghth session of the Conmission, in
1995, incorporating as far as practicabl e the suggestions for inmprovenent.

B. Programre objectives and pl anni ng

220. The Conmmi ssion considered item15 (b) of its agenda at its 462nd neeti ng, on
1 March 1993. It had before it the foll ow ng docunments:

(a) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral on plans of the international
organi zations in the area of statistics E/CN. 3/1993/23);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the proposed work programe of the
Statistical Division for the biennium1994-1995 and revisions to the mediumterm
pl an for the period 1992-1997 E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 25) ;

(c) Note by the Secretariat on the proposed work programe of the
Statistical Division for 1994-1995 and related information (E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1) .

The Commi ssion al so had before it proposed revisions to the mediumtermplan for
t he period 1992-1997: major programme |V (International econom c cooperation for
devel opnent), programme 24 (Statistics) (A/47/6 (Prog. 24)).

221. During the discussion, the Comi ssion focused on two different sets of

i ssues: those related to planning and programm ng for the gl obal systemas a whol e
and those related to the proposed work programme for the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat. Wth regard to the first set of issues, the

Conmi ssi on noted that a nunber of the suggestions and comments it had made under
item15 (a) related to inmproving the basic report (E/ CN.3/1993/22) (see sect. A
above) al so applied to docunent E/ CN. 3/1992/23.



222. Wth regard to the proposed programre of work of the Statistical Division for
1994- 1995 (E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1), the Commi ssi on wel coned t he proposal s as being
broadly responsive, both in format and content, to the deci sions of the Wrking
Group at its fifteenth session and the Conmission at its twenty-sixth session. It
al so largely antici pated nany of the decisions taken by the Conmission at its
twenty-seventh session. Neverthel ess, a nunber of nodificati ons woul d have to be
i ntroduced to refl ect specific decisions made by the Commi ssion duringits

consi deration of specific substantive itens at its present session.

223. The Commi ssion al so general ly supported the options set out in docunent

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1 to nodify the Statistical Division's proposed programe of work
to enabl e the Secretariat to do nore on coordi nation of international statistics
and services to national statistical offices, although sone concern was expressed
about each proposed opti on.

224. Wth regard to the suggestion that the collection of general industrial
statistics data be suspended and that volune |I of the Industrial Statistics

Year book not be produced in the bi enni um1994- 1995, one nenber of the Commi ssion
viewed it was a reduction in the area of nethodol ogi cal work. The absence of the
Year book woul d be a | oss to many countries with transition econonies. A nore
caut i ous approach woul d be to consi der changing the periodicity of the Yearbook
and/or reformatting it to exclude data shown i n ot her publications in order to
avoi d duplication.

225. Some participants expressed concern at the proposal to reduce the | evel of
support for the International Conparison Progranme (I CP) and in particular how

t hat proposal woul d af fect the agreenents reached at the | CP Expert Group Meeting
hel d at Phil adel phi a, Pennsylvania, in January 1993. The Conm ssi on enphasi zed
that the Statistical Division should focus nore on targeted functions that were
not i nconsistent with reduced resources. The Comm ssion agreed that the

obj ectives of the Division on the | CPissue should be carefully limted and

sel ected to ensure its essential coordinating role.

226. Al though the Conmi ssion recogni zed t hat changes in the programe woul d be
necessary to acconmodate the priority functions identified by the Conm ssion, it
requested the Statistical Divisionto inplenent the options in an orderly manner
and in consultation with other agencies so that, as far as possible, disruptions
woul d be m nim zed. One nenber suggested that that coul d be achieved if the

Di vi sion put nore effort into nethodol ogical issues and del egated ot her work to
speci al i zed agenci es.

227. The Commi ssi on wel coned t he ongoing efforts of the Statistical Divisionto
eval uate publications in consultation with users, and commended t he eval uati on
wor k al ready undertaken. The Commi ssion felt that such eval uati on might identify
ways of better focusing the publications progranme. It also noted that, apart from
guesti ons concerni ng speci fic outputs, sone savings could be achieved in the

publ i cations progranme through the transfer of sone outputs to electronic formats,
such as CD-ROM and t hat ot her options for savings, such as reduction in frequency
and | ess detail ed formats, should be explored. The Commi ssion noted the fact that
data col | ecti on was one of the major expenditure itens in statistical work.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

228. The Conmm ssi on:



(a) Approved the proposed work progranme of the Statistical Division for the
bi enni um 1994- 1995 as contained in the note by the Secretari at
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1), subject to the comments and suggesti ons made by t he
Commi ssi on;

(b) Approved the followi ng el enents of the work programme as priority itens
for the biennium1994-1995: (i) work on the coordination of the gl obal statistical
system and services to national statistical offices, including devel oping
countries and countries with econonies in transition; (ii) inplementation of the
revi sed Systemof National Accounts; (iii) environment statistics, environnental
i ndi cators and environnental accounting; (iv) strengthening conputer processing
systens and support; (v) preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Wonen:
Action for Equality, Devel opment and Peace, to be held in 1995, and other work
rel ated to i nprovi ng gender statistics; (vi) preparations for the World Summit for
Soci al Devel opnment, to be held in 1995; and (vii) preparations and support for the
1995- 2004 Popul ati on and Housi ng Census Decade.

Revisions to the nediumtermplan for the period 1992-1997

229. The Commi ssi on agreed that suggestions for further revisions to the nedium
termplan for the period 1992-1997 woul d be consi dered by t he Wor ki ng Group on
International Statistical Programmes and Coordination at its forthcom ng session.



Chapter XV

FUNDAMENTAL PRI NCI PLES OF OFFI CI AL STATI STI CS

230. The Commi ssion considered item16 of its agenda at its 460th neeting, on

26 February 1993. It had before it a note by the Secretariat transmtting decision
C (47) on fundamental principles of official statistics in the region of the
Econom ¢ Conmi ssi on for Europe, adopted by ECE on 15 April 1992 (E/ CN. 3/1993/ 26).

231. The Commi ssi on noted the background to the devel opnent of the decision and
its i ntended objectives and that the Conference of European Statisticians was of

t he opi ni on that the deci si on was of universal significance. During the

di scussi on, several nmenbers expressed supportive views. The Conmi ssion noted that
supportive views had al so been expressed by a number of countries and regions (see
E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 26), and al so noted the specific plans to consider the matter further
wi thin the ESCAP regi on. The Commi ssion expressed support for the ideas

under | yi ng t he deci si on.

Action by the Conmi ssion

232. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Requested the Working Group on International Statistical Progranmres and
Coordi nation to contact the regional statistical divisions with a viewto having
ECE decision C (47) circulated to all countries in their regions, indicatingthe
vi ews expressed (see para. 231 above), and with a request to consult with the
countries in the npst appropriate way (possibly through the bureau of the regional
conference of chief statisticians, where such a body existed) and to obtain the
opi nions of the countries concerning the possible application and useful ness of
the principles set out in the decision at the regional and gl obal |evels;

(b) Requested the regional statistical divisions to forward the outcone of
the consultation to the Wirking Group as soon as possi bl e;

(c¢) Requested the Working Group, at its forthconi ng session, to reviewthe
situation on the results of the consultation and set up further plans, with a view
to preparing a draft set of principles at the world |l evel for subnission to the
Conmi ssion at its twenty-ei ghth session, in 1995.



Chapt er XVi

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TVEENTY- El GHTH SESSI ON OF
THE COWM SSI ON

233. The Commi ssion considered item17 of its agenda at its 463rd neeting, on

2 March 1993. It had before it a working paper prepared by the Secretari at,
containing the list of topics that the Conmi ssion had deci ded to consider during
t he bi enni um 1994- 1995 and a draft provisional agenda for the proposed speci al
session of the Commission in 1994, containing those itens which the Conmi ssion
consi dered particul arly urgent.

234. It was suggested that the twenty-ei ghth session of the Comm ssion, schedul ed
for 1995, the fiftieth anniversary of statistical work at the United Nations mni ght
be marked i n an appropriate way. The Conmi ssion noted that the International
Statistical Institute would hold a rel ated synposiumearly in 1995 and requested
that the Institute report to the Conmi ssion on that synposium One del egation
expressed its support for the selection of "National and i nternational statistical
i ssues resulting fromthe energence of custons and econoni ¢ uni ons" as a speci al
topic for the twenty-ei ghth session.

235. It was nmade cl ear that under item3 of the draft provisional agenda for the
proposed speci al session in 1994 (Strengthening i nternati onal statistical
cooperation) the Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coor di nati on woul d report on the work of the six task forces established by the
Conmi ssi on (see para. 44 above).

236. The vi ew was expressed that future agendas shoul d be nade nore i nnovative, if
t he changes envi saged during the session were to be i nplemented. A shorter, nore
conci se agenda woul d hel p the Conmi ssion focus nore directly on the inportant

i ssues. The point was nmade that there was relatively little tine to acconplish all
the preparations required for the proposed special session in 1994. The

Commi ssion recal l ed that at its twenty-sixth session it had enphasi zed the need to
receive the docunentation for its twenty-seventh session in good time. It
regretted that that goal had not been fully achi eved for the present session and
requested that documents be issued earlier for the forthcon ng session to pronote
nmore fruitful discussions. The Conmi ssion wel comed the possibility that national
statistical offices and international organizations could become nore involved in
provi di ng docunment ation for the Conm ssion.

Action taken by the Conmm ssion

237. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Considered the list of topics for the bi ennium1994-1995 contained in
t he wor ki ng paper prepared by the Secretariat and, subject to final reviewby the
Wor ki ng Group, approved t he provi sional agenda for the twenty-ei ghth session, as
oral | y anended, based on itens included in the work progranme for 1994-1995
(E/CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1), which the Comni ssion had approved, and itens resulting from
deci si ons of the Comni ssion at its present session, and al so approved t he
provi si onal agenda for the proposed special session in 1994,

(b) Requested the Working Group to reviewthe itenms and requested
docunent ati on for the twenty-eighth session and t he provi sional agenda and



request ed docunentati on for the proposed special session in 1994 to ensure that
t he sessions were focused on the i nportant issues;

(c)
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Recomended to t he Economnmi ¢ and Soci al Counci |

That the proposed speci al session be held at United Nati ons Headquarters
from22 to 26 March 1994 and the twenty-eighth session from20 to 29
March 1995, subject to further review by the Wrking G oup

The approval of the provisional agenda and docunentation for the twenty-
ei ghth session, in 1995 (see chap. |, sect. 3, draft decision I);

The approval of the provisional agenda and docunmentation for the
proposed speci al session in 1994 (see chap. |, sect. 3, draft
decision I1).



Chapter XVi |

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON

A. Opening and duration of the session

238. The Statistical Commi ssion held its twenty-seventh session at United Nations
Headquarters from22 February to 3 March 1993. The Commi ssi on hel d 15 nmeeti ngs
(451st to 465th).

239. The session was opened by the tenporary Chairman, M. W Begeer
(Net her | ands) .

240. The Under- Secretary-Ceneral for Econonic and Social |Information and Policy
Anal ysi s addressed t he Conmi ssi on.

B. Attendance

241. The session was attended by all 24 States nenbers of the Comi ssion.
Ohservers for other States Menbers of the United Nations and for a non-nenber
State, representatives of the Secretariat, United Nations bodi es and speci alized
agenci es, and observers for intergovernnental organizations and non-gover nnent al
organi zations al so attended. A list of participants is given in annex | bel ow

C. Election of officers

242. At its 451st neeting, on 22 February 1993, the Conmi ssion el ected the
foll owi ng officers by accl amati on:

Chai rman: W Begeer (Netherl ands)
Vi ce- Chairmen: Hiroyasu Kudo (Japan)

M guel Cervera Fl ores (Mexico)
Josef O enski (Pol and)

Rapporteur: Jothan Antony Mwaani ki (Kenya)

D. Agenda and organi zati on of work

243. At its 451st neeting, on 22 February 1993, the Conmi ssi on adopted the
provi si onal agenda contai ned i n document E/CN.3/1993/1, as orally amended (see
annex || bel ow).

244. At the sane neeting, the Conmi ssion approved the organi zation of the work of
t he session (see E/CN. 3/1993/L.2), as orally amended.
Chapter XVIII

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT OF THE COVM SSI ON

245. At its 464th and 465t h neetings, on 3 March 1993, the Conm ssi on adopted the
chapters of the draft report onits twenty-seventh session contained i n docunents
E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 4 and Add. 1-4, as anended during t he di scussion. The remaining



chapters of the draft report were circulated in English only and approved by the
Rapporteur.
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Argentina: Héctor E. Montero, Lelia B. de Cervetto*, Oscar Avalle*
Australia: 1. Castles, F. J. von Reibnitz*, R W Edwards*
Brazil: Eurico de Andrade Neves Borba, Ronal do Costa Fil ho*,
Magdal ena Sophia C. de Arauj o Gées*, Lucia Elena Garcia de diveira*,
Luci ano Marti ns*

Chi na: Zhang Sai, Long Hua*, Feng Nailin*, Xu Xi anchun*

Czech Republic: Eduard Soullek, Jan Fi scher*

France: Paul Chanpsaur, Jean-Louis Bodin*, Marie-Hél éne Am el **,
Jean Eti enne Chapron**, André Vanoli**

Germany: Hans Guent her Merk, Gerhard Buergin*, Wl traud More*,
Susanne Kast en**

Ghana: E. i Boateng
India: R Thamaraj akshi
Jamni ca: Vernon Janes, Rol and Boot h*

Japan: Hiroyasu Kadu, Akihiko Ito*, Masao Kato*, Masato Okanoto**,
Yasuhi sa I no**, Joji Sawada**

Kenya: Jot ham Antony Mnani ki

Mexi co: M guel Cervera Flores, Antonio Puig Escudero*, José Robl es*,
Patricia A Bel mar*, Enrique Ordaz Lopez*

Morocco: Naima Ghenires, Abdellatif Bel kouch*, Ahnmed Anmazi ane*

Net herl ands: W Begeer, A. P. J. Abrahamse*, W F. M de Vries*, S. Keuning**
Paki st an: Abdul Kari m Lodhi

Pol and: Jozef O enski, Jol anta Szczerbi nska*, Wjci ech Poni ki ewski *

Russi an Federation: Pavel F. Guzhvin, Anatoly M Danilin*

Sweden: Gista Gutel and, Chris Denell*

Togo: Nouri di ne Bourai ma

* Al t er nat e.



* Advi ser.
Ukrai ne: Mykola I. Borysenko, |gor V. Goumenny*
Uni ted Ki ngdomof Great Britain W MlLennan, D. C. L. Woe*, J. Pullinger*,

and Northern Irel and: A. Pritchard*, R M Allen*, A Gant*,
R A Barnett*

United States of Anerica: Katherine Wall man, Suzann Evi nger*,
Her mann Haber mann**, Katrina Reut**, John Hurl ey**,
Wal ter Neece**, Carol Carson**+

Zanbia: David S. D angano

States Menbers of the United Nations represented by observers

Al bani a, Al geria, Belarus, Canada, Cuba, Egypt, ltaly, Portugal, Republic of
Korea, Romani a, Sl ovakia, Turkey

Non- menber State represented by an observer

Swit zerl and

Uni ted Nati ons

Depart ment of Economi ¢ and Soci al Devel opnment, United Nations Children's
Fund, United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, United Nations
Devel opment Programme, United Nations Environnent Progranme, United Nations
Popul ati on Fund, Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Africa, Econom ¢ Comni ssion for Europe,
Economni ¢ Conmi ssion for Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean, Econonic and Soci al
Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific, Econonic and Soci al Conmi ssion for Western
Asia, United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat), International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Winen, secretariat of the
International Civil Service Conm ssion

Speci al i zed agenci es and GATT

I nt ernati onal Labour Organi sation, Food and Agricul ture Organi zation of the
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Worl d Heal th Organi zati on, World Bank, |nternational Mnetary Fund, United Nations
I ndustrial Devel opment Organization, General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade

| nt ergover nnent al organi zati ons

Cust onms Cooperati on Council, European Economi ¢ Comunity, Inter-American
Devel opment Bank, Organi sation for Econoni c Cooperation and Devel oprent,
Statistical Conmittee of the Conmonweal th of I ndependent States, World Tourism
Organi zati on




+ At the request of the Commi ssion, Ms. Carson al so participated in the
session on behal f of the Intersecretariat Wrking G oup on Nati onal Accounts.

Non- gover nnrent al organi zati ons

Category Il: International Statistical Institute
Organi zation of Islamc Capitals and Cities

Roster: |International Association for Research in I ncome and Weal t h

Expert advi ser

WIllemA. Van Den Andel
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11.
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Annex 11

AGENDA OF THE TVENTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON

El ection of officers.

Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zati onal matters.

Speci al topic:

Strengt hening i nternational statistical cooperation

Nati onal accounts and bal ances:

(a) Systemof National Accounts (SNA);

(b) Inplenmentation of the revised Systemof National Accounts (SNA).

I nternati onal econom c cl assifications:

(a) Inplementation of the International Standard I ndustrial Cassification
of All Economic Activities (I1SIC), Revision 3 and t he provi si ona
Central Product C assification (CPC)

(b) International Cassification of Status in Enmpl oynent (| CSE)

I ndustrial statistics.

Service statistics.

Price statistics.

Denogr aphi ¢ and soci al statistics:

(a) Popul ati on and housi ng census;

(b) Civil registration and vital statistics;

(c) Statistics on special popul ation groups;

(d) Statistics on the advancenent of wonen.

Envi ronment statistics.

Tourismstatistics.

General devel opment and i ntegration of methodol ogi cal work, including
devel opnent indi cators:

(a) Ceneral devel opment and integration of nethodol ogi cal work;
(b) Devel opnent indicators.
Techni cal cooperation

(a) Technical cooperation in statistics;



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

(b) National Househol d Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP), the Soci al
Di nensi ons of Adj ustnent (SDA) progranme and the Living Standards
Measur ement Study (LSMS);

(c) Monitoring the achi evement of social goals in the 1990s.

Coordi nation and i ntegration of international statistical progranmes.

Progr anme questi ons:

(a) Programre performance and i npl enent ati on;

(b) Programe objectives and pl anni ng.

Fundanent al principles of official statistics.

Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-ei ghth session of the Comni ssion.

Report of the Commi ssion onits twenty-seventh session.



Annex |1

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COVWM SSI ON AT | TS
TVENTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON

Docunent synbol Agenda i tem Title or description
A 45/ 6/ Rev. 1 ( Prog. 24) 15 (b) Medi umtermpl an for the period

1992-1997: progranme 24
(Statistics)

A 47/ 6 (Prog. 24) 15 (b) Revi sions to the nediumtermplan
for the period 1992-1997:
programre 24 (Statistics)

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 1 2 Provi si onal agenda

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 2 3, 14 Report of the Working Group on
International Statistical
Pr ogranmmes and Coordi nation onits
fourteenth session

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 3 and Add. 1 3 Conments on the reconmendati ons
and deci sions contained in the
report of the Working Group on
International Statistical
Programmes and Coordi nation onits
fifteenth session, work done and
addi ti onal action required for
i mpl enentation: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 4 4 (a) Revi si on of the Systemof National
Accounts (SNA): report of the
Intersecretariat Working Group on
Nati onal Accounts

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 4/ Add. 1 4 (a) Recomrendati ons of the

and Add. 2 I ntersecretariat Wrking G oup on
Nat i onal Accounts on specific
i ssues concerning the revi sed SNA:
report of the Intersecretariat
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts

E/ CN. 3/1993/5 4 (a) Statistics of enploynment inthe
i nformal sector: note by the
I nternational Labour O fice

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ 6 4 (a) and | npl enent ati on of the revised
(b) Systemof National Accounts (SNA):

report of the Intersecretariat
Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts

Docunment synbol Agenda item Title or description



E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

3/1993/7

3/1993/8

3/1993/9

3/1993/ 10

3/1993/ 11

3/1993/ 12

3/1993/ 13

3/1993/ 14

3/1993/ 15

3/1993/ 15/ Add. 1

3/1993/ 16

5 (a)

5 (b)

10

11

12

12 (a)

12 (b)

| mpl emrent ati on of the

I nternational Standard Industrial
Classification of All Econonic
Activities (1SIC), Revision 3, and
t he provi si onal Central Product
Classification (CPC): report of

t he Secretary- CGeneral

Revi si on of the International
Classification of Status in

Enpl oyment (1 CSE): report of the
I nternational Labour Ofice

Wor |l d Progranme of |ndustrial
Statistics: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

Wor k done by national and

i nternational agencies in the
field of service statistics:
report of the Secretary-General

Devel opnents in the International
Conpari son Programe (1 CP) and
other related i nternational
conpari son i ssues: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

Denogr aphi ¢ and soci al statistics,
i ncludi ng statistics onthe
advancenent of wonen: report of

t he Secretary- Ceneral

Envi ronment statistics: report of
t he Secretary- CGeneral

Draft recommendations on tourism
statistics: report of the Wrld
Touri smOrgani zation

Gener al devel opnent and

i ntegration of methodol ogi cal
wor k, including devel opnent

i ndicators: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

General devel opnent and

i ntegration of methodol ogi cal
work: joint report of the
Secretary- General and t he General
Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade

Patterns of consunption and
qualitative aspects of

devel opnent: report of the United
Nati ons Research Institute for
Soci al Devel opnent



Docunment synbol

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

E/ CN.

3/1993/ 17

3/ 1993/ 18

3/1993/ 19

3/1993/ 20

3/1993/ 21

3/ 1993/ 22

3/ 1993/ 23

3/ 1993/ 24

3/ 1993/ 25

3/ 1993/ 26

Agenda item

Title or description

13 (a)

13 (b) and
(¢)

13 (b) and
(¢)

13 (d)

14, 15 (a)

14

4 (a), 7, 8,
9 (b) and (c),

10, 12 (a),

13 (b) and (c),

15 (a)

3, 15 (b)

16

Techni cal cooperation in
statistics: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

Joint report of the Secretary-
General and the Worl d Bank on

Nat i onal Househol d Survey

Capabi lity Programe (NHSCP), the
Soci al Di nensi ons of Adj ust nent
(SDA) Programme and the Living

St andar ds Measurenment Study (LSMS)

Joint report of the Secretary-
Ceneral and the Worl d Bank on
sel ect ed i ssues

Report of the Secretary-General on
t he progranme to nonitor the

achi evenent of social goals inthe
1990s and rel at ed nmet hodol ogi cal
wor k

Report of the Working G oup on
International Statistical
Programmes and Coordi nation onits
fifteenth session

Report of the Secretary-General
cont ai ni ng an overal |l revi ew of
the statistical work of

i nternational organizations

Report of the Secretary-General on
t he pl ans of international

organi zations in the area of
statistics

Updat ed i nformati on on the work
of the Statistical Division of

the United Nations Secretariat:
report of the Secretary-General

Proposed programe of work of the
Statistical Division for the

bi enni um 1994- 1995 and r evi si ons
tothe mediumtermplan for the
period 1992-1997: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

Fundament al principles of official
statistics: note by the
Secretari at



Docunment synbol Agenda item Title or description

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ CRP. 1 3, 15 (b) Proposed programe of work of the
Statistical Division for 1994-1995
and related i nformation: note by
the Secretari at

E/ CN. 3/1993/L.1 2 State of preparation of
docunent ati on for the session:
note by the Secretari at

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 2 2 Organi zation of the work of the
session: note by the Secretari at

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 3 17 Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-
ei ght h sessi on of the Commi ssi on:
note by the Secretari at

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 4 18 Draft report of the Comm ssion
and Add. 1-4
E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 5 4 (a) Argentina, Brazil, Mexico,

Mor occo, Net her| ands, Pol and and
Zambi a: draft resol ution

E/ CN. 3/ 1993/ L. 6 14 Canada: draft resol ution

PROVI SI ONAL 4 (a) Final draft of the revised System
ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. F/ 2/ REV. 4 of National Accounts (SNA)

PROVI SI ONAL 11 Draft Standard | nternational

ST/ ESA/ STAT/ SER. M 83 Cl assification of Tourism

Activities (SICTA)

93- 23912 (E)






