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SUMMARY

At its twenty-fifth session, the Statistical Commission adopted two major
economic classifications: the third revision of the International Standard
Industrial Classification (ISIC, Rev.3) and the provisional Central Product
Classification (CPC). Their adoption represents the culmination of more than a
decade of effort by the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat and
the Statistical Commission, in co-operation with the Eurcpean Economic Community
and other international organizations, t¢ make international ecomnomic
classifications more responsive to changing needs and to bring them into greater
harmony with other statistical classifications. The Commission recommended to the
Economic and Social Council the adoption of a draft resolution on international
economic classifications (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution I). The action
taken by the Commission on the subject is set forth in paragraph 95.

The Commission alsc recommended to the Council the adoption of a draft
resolution entitled "Patterns of consumption: gualitative aspects of development"
{see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution II}). The draft resolution, which was
sponsored by Morocco, calls for further work by the United Nations Research
Institute for Social Development, in co-operation with the Statistical Office, the
World Bank and other crganizations, on methodological guestions on guantitative
indicators of development. The Government of Morocco has offered to act as host to
an international conference on the subject. The action taken by the Commission is
set forth in paragraph 159.

The Commission expressed satisfaction with the progress made on the revigion
of the United Nations System of National Accounts (SNA) and the increased
participation of regional commissions and developing countries in the SNA review
process. It requested once again that the highest priority be given to this work
g0 that a new draft could be submitted to the Commission at its next session. The
action taken on the subject is set forth in paragraph 53,

The Commission noted that endeavours to link SNA with the System of Balances
of the National Economy (MPS) had entered an important new phase, as a number of
countries with centrally planned economies were currently compiling SNA aggregates
regularly. Approaches that would facilitate the integration of the two systems
therefore had to be sought, the ultimate goal being the use of common concepts and
definitions in the analysis of macro-economic trends and structures. The
Commission requested that work on the links continue to receive high priority. The
action taken cn the subject is set forth in paragraph 68,

The Commission alsc noted that service statistics, including international
trade in services, was a subject of increased importance to users and producers of
statisties. It endorsed the efforts of the Secretary-General toc seek
extrabudgetary resources to advance this work and the voluntary efforts made by
co-operating countries to improve service statistics. The action taken hy the
Commission on the subject is set forth in paragraph 77.

The Commission reaffirmed its support of the technical co-operation work of
the Statistical Office and the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development, especially the National Household Survey Capability Programme
(NHSCP}. Training was singled out as the component of technical co-operation
regquiring the greatest emphasis. The importance of strengthening developing



country capabilities in data processing and infermatics was also stressed, as was
the need for co-ordination in multilateral and bilateral technical co-operation
activities in statistics. The Commission hoped that the World Bank's new Social
Dimensions of Adjustment (SDA) project in Africa would be fully co-ordinated with
NHSCP. The action taken by the Commission is set forth in paragraphs 174, 182, 192
and 203.
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1.

Chapter I

MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONCMIC AND SQCIAL COUNCIL
OR BRCUGHT TO IT8 ATTENTION

A, bPBraft r lution

The Statistical Commission recommends to the Economic and Social Council the

adoption of the following draft resclutions:

DRAFT RESCOLUTION I

International economic classifications®

The Economi n ial ncil,

Recalling resolution 4 {XV} adopted by the Statistical Commission at its
fifteenth session, in 1968,

Considering:

(a) The need for implementation of the programme on harmonization of
international economic classifications developed by different international
crganizations,

() The importance of international data comparability for various
statistics classified according to kind of economic activity or goods and
services, ’

{c) The need to maintain co-ordination among the Internaticnal Standard
Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC), the General
Industrial Classification of Fconomic Activities within the European
Communities (NACE} and the Classification of Branches of the Naticnal Economy
(CBNE) of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, as well as among the
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) of the Customs
Co-operation Council, the Standard International Trade Classification {(SITC)
and the new Central Product Classification (CPC},

(d) The desirability of integrating different types of international
economic classifications developed by different internmational organizations
and ensuring their consistency with the revised System of National Accounts
and the System of Balances of the National Economy,

{e) The action taken by the Joint Working Group on World Level
Classifications of the Statistical Office of the United Wations Secretariat
and the Statistical Office of the European Communities, by the Uniled Nations
Expert Group on Harmonization of Economic Classifications and by the Voeorburg
Group on Service Statistics to resolve the outstanding issues related to the

* For the discussion, see paras. 78-97 below.



third revision of the International Standard Industrial Classification of All
Economic Activities and the development of the Central Product Classificakion,

{f} The proposed revision of the International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision 2, 1/ as described in the
report of the Secretary-General on the revision and harmonization of
international economic classifications, 2/ to be known as the International
Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision 3,

{g) The proposed new Central Product Classification, as described in the
report of the Secretary-General, 3/ te be known as the provisional Central
Product Classification,

1. Recommends that Member States:

(a) Adopt as soon as possible the International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision 3, with such modifications
as may be necessary to meet national regquirements, without disturbing the
framework of the classification, or use, for purposes of international
comparison, the International Standard Industrial Classification of All
Economic Activities, Revision 3, in reporting data classified according to
kind of economic activity;

{b) Make use of the provisional Central Product Classification in order
to gain experience in obtaining international comparability for data
classified according to goods and services;

2, Requests the Secretary-General:

{a) To prepare a publication on the International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision 3, together with indexes
and correlation tables between that Classification, the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System (HS), the Standard International Trade
Classification, Revision 3, 4/ and the provisional Central Product
Ciassification, based on the provisional text befeore the Statistical
Commission at its twenty-fifth session 5/ and in the light of the conclusions
of the Commission;

i/ International Standard Industrial C1 ification of All Economic
Activities, Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 4/Rev.2 {United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.68.%XVII.8).

2/ E/CN.3/19849/8.
3/ Ibid.

4/ Standard International Trade Clasgification, Revigicn 3, Statistical
Papers, Series M, No. 34/Rev.3 (United Natioms publication, Sales No. E.86.XVIT.12}.

5/ PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/4/Rev.3 and Add.l and Add.2.



(b} Tc prepare a publication on the provisional Central Product
Classification, together with the explanatory notes for the services part of
the classification, based on the provisional text before the Statistical
Commission at its twenty-fifth session §/ and in the light of the conclusions
of the Commission;

{(c} To publish and circulate the Intermational Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision 3, and the provisional
Central Product Classification and to bring them to the attention of States
Members of the United Nations or members of the specialized agencies for
adeoption.

DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Patterns of consumption and gualitative indicators

cf development¥®

The Economic and Sog¢ial Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/179 of 17 December 1985 and
Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/6 of 26 May 1987,

Recalling alsc the report of the Statistical Commission on its
twenty-fourth session, I/ in particular, the section on development
indicators, B8/

Recognizing that the subject of patterns of consumption and related
socio-economic indicators is of considerable importance and priority for
developing countries,

Reaffirming that the choice of indicators is a critical matter if
structural shifts and trends in the development process are to be accurately
assessed,

Stressing that the development of indicators tailored to the fundamental
' economic¢ and socio-cultural needs of the population in the fields identified
in Gemeral Assembly resolution 40/179 would help to oriént national
develcopment and support international co-operation by helping Governments to
formulate and follow policies better geared to the well-being of the
population,

* For the discussion, see paras. 154-161 below.
G/ PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/77 and Add.1.

17 Official Records of the Economic and Social) Council, 1987, Supplement
No. 6 {(E/1987/19).

8/  1bid., paras. 133-140.



Stressing also that in order for the international development strategy
for the fourth United Nations development decade to be successful, there must
be a range of indicators relating to ecconomic and social progress, the
application of concerted objectives and early-warning systems,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General and the United
Nations Research Institute for Social Development entitled "Development of
indicators on patterns of consumption: qualitative aspects of development™, 9/

1. Strongly supports the work of the Statistical Office of the United
Nations Secretariat, the United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development and the World Bamnk, which have made considerable progress in
producing development indicators, and encourages the United Nations Children’s
Fund, the United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization and the regional )
commissions to continue their work on indicators tailored to the needs
identified by the General Assembly in its resolution 40/179;

2. Affirms the need to identify, as a2 phase in the develepwment process,
patterns of consumption tailored to the well-being of populations and defined
as a series of numerical indicative objectives to permit the evaluation, for
the use of countries, of the adequate level of satisfaction of fundamental
economic and socic-cultural needs in regard te food, housing, clothing,
education, health care and necessary social services;

3. Considers that this reguires a reliable measuring iastrument
consisting of a set of indicators related to living conditions, employment and
the circumstances underlying them; 10/

4. Encourages, in this regard, countries to improve their basic
statistical programmes and capabilities and to make efforts to develop the
collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of data relating to
patterns of consumption, and invites the international community to strengthen
the national capabilities of the developing countries with respect to the
collection of integrated socio-economic data and their processing, in
particular by microcomputer, with a view to having better and more up-to-date
data;

5. Agrees that the Handbook on Social Indicators 11/ prepared by the
Statistical Qffice ¢of the United Nations Secretariat and the Living Standards
Measurement Study and other conceptual work undertaken by the World Bank 12/
contain guidelines for the selection and compilation of indicators in the
precise fields referred to in General Assembly resolution 40/179;

9/ E/CN.3/1989/14.
10/ General Assembly resolution 407179, para. 2.

13/ Studies in Methods, Series F, Wo. 49 {(United Mations publication, Sales
Ne. E.B89.¥VII.6).

12/ See E/CN.3/1989/19.



6. Recommends that different ways be explored, to develop new
development indicators and that advantage be taken in particular of the
household survey mechanisms available at the national level so as to include
therein appropriate modules relating to patterns of consumption and the
qualitative aspects of develeopment. while making wide use of conventional
survey techniques as well as of new methods of collecting and processing data;

7. Reguests the United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development and the Statistical Qffice of the United Nations Secretariat to
continue their collaboration in the in-depth analysis of the views of
Governments, in particular those of the developing countries, and in the
timely completion of the national case-studies, of which there should be a
greater number, while endeavouring to ensure their methodological coherence
and the representation of all the developing regions and taking into
consideration the economic, technological, social and environmental aspects of
development;

8. Welcomes with satisfaction the offer made by the Government of
Morocco to act as host, in 1990, in co-operation with the United Nations
Regearch Institute for Sccial Development and any other interested
organizations, including the World Bank and the Statistical Qffice of the
United Nations Secretariat, to an international conference of high-level
experts, open to the participation of the members of the Statistical
Commission, for the purpose of examining methodological questions and the
conceptual aspects of the guwalitative indicators of development, and of
consolidating the various research projects and studies currently under way on
that subject:;

9. Agrees that the conference would be preceded by a preparatory
working group meeting to be convened at Geneva as soon as possible, under the
auspices of the United Nations Research Iastitute for Social Pevelopment and
with the participation of appropriate international organizations, including
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Bank,
with a view to drawing up, inter alia, a common conceptual framework with a
relevant set of core indicators;

10. Recommends that appropriate extrabudgetary resources be allocated
for the preparation of the case-studies referred to in paragraph 7 above, and
invites interested donor countries, the relevant internaticnal orgamizations
and other bodies and institutions wishing to participate in the research work
on patterns of consumption and qualitative indicators of development to make
veluntary contributions for that purpose to the United Nations Research
Institute for Social Development:

11. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the proper dissemination of
the present resolution and to take it into consideration in the Future work
programme of the Statistical Office of the United Naticons Secretariat., and
requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development to submit a final report, containing recommendakbions, to
the Statistical Commission at its twenty-sixth session, for consideration also
by the Eccnomic and Social Council and by the General Assembly abt its
forty-sixth session.



B. Draft decision

2. The Statistical Commission recommends f£o the Economic and Social Council the
adoption of the following draft decision:

Report of the Statistical Commission on itg twenty-fifth session
and the provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-sixth

session of the Commission

The Economic and Social Council:

{a}

Takes note of the report of the Statistical Commission on its

twenty-fifth session;

(b)

Approves the provisional agenda for the twenty-sizth session of the

Commission set out below, together with the documentation listed.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION OF
THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION

Election of officers.
Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.
Spécial issues:

{a) Increasing user awareness of the value of statistical outputs
and services;

(b} 1Implications of structural adjustment and the debt crisis for
national statistical services and international statistical
work, and statistical needs related to the international
development strategy for the fourth United Nations development
decade.

National accounts and balances:

{a) System of National Accounts (SNA);

" Documentation

Report on preogress made in the review of the System of National
Accounts {para. 53 {(m)}

Report of the Working Farty of the Conference of European
Statisticians on the System of National Accounts {para. 5% (m)}

Report of the Economic Commission for Africa Expert Group Meeting on
the System of National Accounts {para. 53 {(m))



Report of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific Expert Group Meeting on the System of National Accounts
{para. 53 {(m))

Report of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean Expert Group Meeting on the System of National Accounts
(para. 53 {m))

Report of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia Expert

Group Meeting on the System of National Accounts {para. 53 {(m))
Report of the expert group meeting on SNA/MPS links (para. 53 {(m))
Draft of the revised System of National Accounts (para. 53 {(m)} -
{b} System of Balances of the National Eccnomy {MPS}:

Doc ion

Report on any elaboration of MPS considered by the expert group
meeting convened by the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance in

1989 (para. 58 (b)}

{q) Links between the System of Naticonal Accounts (SNA} and the
System of Balances of the National Economy (MPS).

D n ion

Report on the progress made in the harmonization of the System of
National Accounts (SNA) and the System of Balances of the National
Economy (MPS) (para. 68 (c})

International economic classifications.

Documentation

Report on progress of work on the International Classification of
Status in Employment (ICSE} (para. 195 {(d4))

Service statistics.
un ion

Report on the work done by national and international agencies in
the field of service statistics {(para. 77 {c))

Report on a substantive topic prepared by the Voorburg Group on
Service Statistics {(para. 77 {(c})}



Price statistics.

n ion
Report on developments in phase VI of the International Comparison
Programme (ICP) and on other related international comparison issues
(para. 117 (4})
Industrial statistics.

Documentation

Report on the effectiveness of the 1983 World Programme of
Industrial Statistics

Demographic, social and eanviromment statistics:
{a} Population and housing censuses;
Documentation

Report on progress in the 1990 World Population and Housing Census
Programme {para. 127 (g}}

{b} Social statistics and indicators;
Documen ion-

Report on co-ordination of statistical programmes for social
indicators

Report on progress made in the development of a co-ordinated United
Nations system data base for selected social statistics and
indicators of common interest at the national and international
levels (para. 141 (b))

{c) Patteras of consumption: gualitative aspects of development:

Documentation

Final report on the case-studies carried out by the United Nations
Research Institute for Social Development, on gualitative aspects of
development and on the results of the planned international
statistical meeting on the subject {(draft resolution II)

(d) Environment statistics.

Do n i

Report on methods of enviropment statistics developed under the work
programme of the Conference of European Statisticians {para. 153 (h)})

Report on progress made in the development of environment statistics
and future plans (para. 153 (i}))



10.

11.

12.

13.

Development and integration of methodological work.

Documentation -

Report on the general development and integraticn of methodological
work, including experience and progress made in internaticnal
classifications {(para. 163 (b})

Technical co-operation:

{a) Technical co-operation in statistics;

Documentation

Report on technical co-operation in statistics (para. 174 {(h})}

{(b) National Household Survey Capability Programme:;

Documentation

Report on the progress of the National Household Survey Capability
Programme {(NHSCP) and its co-ordination with other household survey
programmes including results of available evaluations of NHSCP
{(para. 192 (e))

{c) World Bank household survey initiatives.

Documentation

Report on the progress of the Living Standards Measurement Study
(LSMS) and the Social Dimensions of Adjustment (SDA) programmes,
including fuller details cf the survey methodology proposed for the
SDA programme and the results of available evaluations of these

initiatives (para. 203 {g))

Co-ordination and integration ¢f international statistical
programmes.,

D n ion

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes
and Co-ordination on its thirteenth session

Report on the statistical work of international organizations
{para. 209 (b))

Report on the plans of international organizations in the field of
statistics {(para. 225 {(d))

Programme guestions.

{a} Programme performance and implementation;



D en ion

Report on the statistical work of international organizations
{para. 209 (b))

Report containing updated information on the work of the Statistical
Office of the United Nations Secretariat

{(b) Programme objectives and planning.

Documentation

Draft work programme of the Statistical Office for 1992-1993,
including relevant information on the medium-term plan for the

period 1992-1997

Report on the plans of international organizations in the field of
statistics {para. 225 (d4))}

14. Draft provisional agenda for the twenty-seventh session of the
Commission.

15. Report of the Commission on its twenty-sixth session.

. Matters brought to the attention of the Council
3. The attention of the Council is drawn to the recommendation of the Commission

that the thirteenth session of the Working Group on International Statistical
Programmes and Co-ordination be held at Geneva from 11 to 14 September 1989 (see
para. 207 {(c} below).

4. The attention of the Council is also drawn to the decisions and other

recommendations of the Commission (see paras. 19, 27, 39, 53, 58, 68, 77, 95, 105,
117, 127, 141, 153, 159, 163, 174, 182, 192, 203, 207, 209, 219 and 225 below).

-10-



Cha I

SPECIAL ISSUES AND RELATED MATTERS

A. Co-ordination of international statistical activities

5. The Commission considered item 3 {(a) of its agenda at its 421st and

422nd meetings, on 6 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Working
Group on International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination on its twelfth
session (E/CN.3/1989/20, paras. 50-61) and the report of the Secretary-General
containing updated information on the work of the Statistical Office of the United
Nations Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/22, annex, paras. 13-17}.

6. During the discussion, the Commission recalled the review it had conducted of
its own functioning at its twenty-fourth session for submission to the Special
Commission of the Economic and Social Council on the In-depth Study of the United
Nations Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields
and, in particular, its consideration of co-ordination and the relationship between
the Statistical Commission and regional intergovernmental bodies.

7. The Commission reaffirmed the critical importance of co-ordination in
international work. It recognized that considerable success had been achieved in
co-ordination in a number of areas, including {a) recurrent data collection,
processing and sharing among the international organizatioms, (b) ad hoc requests
for statistics directed to Member States by non-statistical units of the United
Nations and other international organizations and {c} major substantive programmes,
such as the revision of the System of MNational Accounts {SNA} and harmonization of
international classifications. The Commission also noted that attention was being
given to co-ordination mechanisms in new areas, such as statistics on services.
However, it considered that there was scope for improvement in the coverage and
effectiveness of co-ordination.

8. The Commission was of the opinion that the existing institutional structures
for promoting co-ordination and statistical Qevelopment were appropriate and
effective. The structures included the Statistical Commission itself, the regional
intergovernmental bodies, the Commission's Working Group on International
Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination and the Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC), supported by a
number of informal processes among the international organizations. The Commission
noted that the Economic and Social Council and the Committee for Progremme and
Co-ordination had both recognized, on a number of occasions, that the internaticnal
statistical programme was well co-ordinated. Several representatives emphasized
that co-ordination should not be reduced during the current period of financial
restriction. They considered that improved co-ordination was an essential response
to finamcial limitations. The Commission noted that several successful initiatives
had been taken by the international organizations to share limited stafi and
financial resources, in particular in the work om the SNA review, harmonization of
classifications and development of statistics on services.

9. Some of the areas identified as requiring additional development and
co-ordination, including standardizatiom of definitions, classifications and
practices were {(a) environment statistics, where the Economic Commission for Europe
(ECE) and the Conference of European Statisticians had made considerable progress

-11-



in developing methodology: (b} indicators for development; {(c) productivity
statistics and (d) statistics on illiteracy. Co-ordination of the collection of
environment statistics was also highlighted. The Commission also considered that
co-ordination between bilateral and multilateral donors in technical co-operation
at the country level could be improved. The point was made that there might be
practical limits to harmonization and co-ordination in particular areas. That
should net discourage efforts aimed at co-ordination but suggested that the
marginal benefits to be obtained from additional efforts should be assessed.

10. Several representatives expressed the view that more analysis should be
carried out by the international statistical organizations, as that would bhe of
value to users and would help to identify both ways of improving basic statistical
data and new sets of data that were important for anmalytical purposes. The point
was made that the need for analytical work by the international statistical )
organizations would depend, in part, on the particular organizational arrangements
for data collection and compilation and for research and aralysis in each
organization. The question of the appropriate degree of analysis to he conducted
also depended upon the needs of the users of the statistical data. Several
representatives also pointed ocut the value of conversion keys for different
classifications and the development of common aggregates to promote international
comparability and use of statistical data.

11. 7The Commission agreed that national statistical development and international
comparability of data could be advanced by promoting wider implementation of
international recommendations and guidelineg. Translation of such publications
into lecal languages was often necessary. The Commission reguested the
international organizations to investigate ways of facilitating the translation of
international methodological publications into local languages: one such way would
be to make the publications concise.

12. Several representatives considered that it would be useful to {a) establish a
list of key issues concerning international statistical development in which
co-ordination was an important consideration, (b} propose priorities among those
issues and (c) identify the most appropriate ways of proceeding with those
subjects, taking co-ordinatioen fully into account., The process would involve
identifying organizations or countries with the most appropriate expertise and
resources to assume lead roles and carry out development work. The Commission
decided to ask the Working Group to consider the matter at its thirteenth session.
The suggestion was made that a few areas could be selected on an experimental basis
to see whether alternative approaches to co-ordination would be successful in
meeting needs.

13. The Commission 2lso noted that effective co-ordination at the international
Jevel had a positive impact on co-ordination in national statistical systems.
Harmonized methods, definitions, classifications and frameworks developed al the
international level were important tools for promoting co-ordinated statistical
development in countries. However, regional differences needed to he Loken into
aceount in methodological work and that valled for a strong regional companent.

12. The extent to which standardization in statistical work could be achieved at
the country level was limited, inter alia. by the level of development nf
individual countries. Exchange of experience among countries at different levels
of development and with different economic systems could be beneficial to many
countries. The suggestion was made that the Statistical Office of the United
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Nations Secretariat could develop additional mechanisms for the exchange of such
experience. Expanding the provision of advice and assistance to countries in the
implementation of recommended classifications would also promote international
standardization.

15. The point was made that multilateral communication was essential to increased
co-ordination. Face-to-face meetings were seen as generally the most effective way
of ensuring co-ordination; but as a supplement, and given the limited financial
resources available for attending meetings, organizations should pursuve all means
of improving communication, including electronic means.

16. The Commissicon expressed concern about developments with regard to the
legislative committee structure and organizational arrangements ip the Secretariat
related to statistical matters in the region of the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The Commission stressed the importance of a
strong and vigorous regional component in statistical work both at the
intergovernmental level and im the secretariats of all the regicnal commissions.
The Commission noted the well-established and effective complementary relationship
between the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat and the
statistical divisions of the regional commissions, an essential element in
world-wide statistical development in support of analysis and policy formulation at
the national, regional and world levels. While the discussion focused on the ESCAP
region, the Commission considered that the views expressed were also applicable to
the other regions.

17. The Commission recalled that it had previously stressed the importance of the
regional intergovernmental statistical bodies and that the Commission and its
Working Group had been seeking a closer relationship between those bodies and the
Commission. The Working Group had reguested that the chairmen of the regiomnal
intergovernmental statistical bodies be invited to participate in the work of the
Statistical Commission as observers. The Commission noted with satisfaction that
the chairmen of two of those bodies were attending the current session.

18, The Commission noted that a number of observations that had been made on
co-ordination in some fields, such as environment statistics, social statistics and
indicators, service statistics and technical co-operation, would also be relevant
to the discussion to be held under other agenda items.

ion ken mmission
19. The Commission:

{a) Reaffirmed the critical importance of co-ordination in international work;

{b} Recognized that considerable success had been achieved in co-ordination
in a number of areas;

{¢) Recognized the appropriateness and effectiveness of the existing
ipstitutional structures for promoting co-ordination and statistical development,
namely, the Statistical Commission itself, the regional intergovernmental
statistical bodies, the Commission‘'s Working Group on International Statigtical
Programmes and Co-ordination and the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities;
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{d) Considered that there was scope for improvement in the coverage and
effectiveness of co-ordination;

{e} Identified some areas where further development and standardization was
called for and requested the Working Group to (i) establish a list of key issues
concerning international statistical development in which co-ordination was an
important consideration; {(ii} propose priorities among those issues; and
{iii) identify the most appropriate ways of proceeding with those subjects., giving
full attention to co-ordination while recognizing that there might be practical
limits to harmonization and co-ordination in particular areas;

{f} Requested the international organizations to investigate ways of
facilitating the translation of international methodological publications into
local languages and of helping to promote implementation of international
guidelines, taking into account regional and national conditions;

{g} ERequested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to
investigate the possibility of developing additional mechanisms for the exchange of
country experiences in statistical development and standardization, which would
algc assist in wider implementation ¢f international recommendations and guidelines;

{h) Considered that, depending upon organizational arrangements in effect in
national or international institutions, statistical services could usefully
undertake additional analysis that would benefit users and improve the guality and
relevance of statistical data;

{i} Decided to consider further several matters, including timeliness in
issuing revised intermational classifications and other statistical Qevelopment
work, under other items of the agenda of the current session;

(3} Considered that the development of conversion keys between different
classifications and the development of common aggregates would promocte
comparability of data and facilitate their analysis and use:;

(k) Expressed concern at developments with regard to the legislative
committee structure and organizational arrangements in the Secretariat related to
statistical matters in the ESCAP region; stressed the importance of a strong and
vigorous regional component for statistical work both at the intergovermmental
level and in the secretariats of the regional commissions; and reguested the
Statistical Office to continue to provide all available suppert to the regional
commigssions, in particular ESCAP;

(1) Reguested the Working Group to continue to review co-ordination of the
statistical data collection activities of the international organizations., including
statistical data collecticn by non-statistical units of those organizations:

{m) Decided to include methodeological development of envirommental statistics
in the agenda of the twenty-sixth session and to request the Economic Commission
for Europe to prepare a paper on its methedological development work as a hasis for
congideration of the item.
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B. Recruitment and selection of professiona) staff for work in
pational statistical offices and statistical services of
h ni Nation

=

20. The Commission considered item 3 (b} of its agenda at its 422nd meeting, on

6 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
recruitment and selection of professional staff for work in national statistical
offices and statistical services of the United Nations {BE/CN.3/1989/2) and the
report of the Secretary-General containing updated information on the work of the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretarjat {(E/CN.3/1989/22, paras. 3-21}.

21. The Commission agreed that the topic was of primary importance, since a
skilled staff was a crucial factor in the production of statistiecs. It expressed
the view that the problems and issues described in the report accurately reflected
the experiences of national and international statistical services in the
recruitment and selection of professional staff, It then addressed, in a broad-
way, the impact of those issues on their statistical offices.

22. It was pointed out that the requirements of statistical services were
multidisciplinary and involved various specializations in the field of statistics,
including subject-matter skills. The Commission emphasized the need for management
and administrative skills, including the ability to work well with users of
statistics. The need for skills in data processing and report writing was also
emphasized. It was observed that even when candidates with good academic
gualifications were found, that was not a sufficient basis for performing
efficiently in a national or international statistical office. For that reason,
the Commission considered that experienced staff of national statistical offices of
Member States were the most suitable source for recruitment of professional staff
for work in the Statistical Office ¢of the United Nations Secretariat and the
statistical services of the regional commissions.

23. The Commission recognized that recruitment in many national and international
statistical offices was affected by limited and decreasing resources. The
constraints the situation imposed on the public sector, specifically on statistical
services, were reflected in inadequate salary scales, rigidity in administrative
procedures, poor career mobility and insufficient recognition of the importance and
relevance of statistical services. For such reasons, the statistical services were
at a disadvantage relative to the private sector and, in comparison with certain
priority areas, also within the public sector. While similar prcoblems were
experienced by both developed and developing countries, several representatives
informed the Commission that in a number of developing countries the entire civil
service system was experiencing serious difficulties owing to the impact of
structural adiustment and the debt crisis.

24. 1t was widely acknowledged that innovative means had to be found to attract
good candidates to the statistical services. To that end, various proposals were
offered: planning in advance for staffing needs to fit-the annual cycles of
availability of new university graduates: developing a system of ben%fitn that
would be considered attractive to potential recruits; upgrading the stakistical
service to an autonomous entity; and using private secter criteria to manage and
remunerate staff. A number of countries emphasized that some highly qualified
candidates were attracted to service in the public sector, especially in the field
of statistics because of the unigue set of problems addressed and the opportunity
to work with otherwise restricted data.
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25. The Commission agreed that training was a key measure used by developing and
developed countries to address problems of building and retaining a skilled stafF.
Several members said that as a result of the very high turnover rates of
professional staff in developing countries, training imposed great and unavoidable
costs. It was noted, however, that costs might be reduced if training efforts were
addressed systematically rather than on an ad hgg¢ basis. Numerous examples and
proposals were given concerning specific national training experiences. They
included in-house training organized for different skill levels, on-the-jobh
training programmes, released time for formal courses, workshops, seminars and
study tours, as well as interchange with other national and interpational
statistical services. 1In particular, it was noted that several national
statistical offices provided in-house specialized and general training programmes
for their staff and that in some cases nationals from other countries already
participated in such programmes. It was suggested that the practice should be
broadened and extended to staff from the statistical services of United Nations
organizations. The exchange of information on training programmes, curricula,
materials and training aids was judged by the Commission to be of use among several
national statistical services. Direct technical c¢o-operation from international
statistical services was reguested as an aid to naticnal efforts in this area. A
suggestion was made that the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes
and Co-ordination consider the possibility of including statistical education and
training in its list of special topics to be discussed at the twenty-sixth session
of the Commission.

26. Several representatives ezxpressed the view that it was difficult in practical
terms to separate issues of recruitment from issues of retention of professional
staff. While the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1%89/2) dealt primarily
with recruitment, many Commission members considered that retention of staff was an
equally relevant issue, citing specifically competition with the private sector and
other higher priority areas of the public sector, and training, which could
increase staff motivation and possibilities for career development.

n n b h mmissigon
27. The Commission:

(a) Broadly endorsed section I of the report of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.3/1989/2)}, in which were discussed the importance of and problems connected
with recruiting technically gualified professional staff in national and
international statistical services, including the need for a variety of skills and
subject-matter specializations to cover the wide range of responsibilities that the
statistical offices were expected to meet;

{b) Requested more national statistical offices that provided specialized and
general training courses for their staff to consider the possibility of opening
those programmes to participants from other countries and statistical staff from
international organizations;

{c) Reguested the Secretary-General to take into account the views expressed

on providing technical co-operation for regional and country training needs in
statistics;
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(d) Regquested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to
consider the feasibility of collecting information on training curricula and
sharing it with national statistical services.

C. Recurrent statistical publications of the United Nations

2¢8. The Commission considered item 3 {c) of its agenda at its 423rd meeting, on
7 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on recurrent
statistical publications of the United Nations (E/CN.3/1989/3).

29. The Commission considered the report to be very useful in discussing the
request of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination to review recurrent
statistical publications in the light of the criteria set forth in General Assembly
resolution 38/32 E, with a view to terminating those publications that did not meet
the criteria or to reducing their periodicity or volume.

30. The Commission recalled that at its past several sessions it had considered
topics related to the dissemination of international statistics. It was noted that
at its twenty-fourth session the Commission had concluded that the collation and
dissemination of international statistics by the Statistical Office of the United
Nations Secretariat met a well-established and justified need (see E/CN.3/1987/26,
para. 32}. The Commission reaffirmed that conclusion at its current session.
Indeed, it considered that the list of recurrent statistical publications under
review represented the minimum necessary to meet user needs. Since United Nations
statistical publications were a basic source of international statistics., the
review of those publications should be carried out with great care. In that
connection, the Commission noted that the General Assembly, in resclution 38/32 E,
had specified that sales figures were only one of several criteria specified for
determining the usefulness of publications.

31. The Commission emphasized that recurrent statistical publications prepared by
the Statistical Office were unique and especially useful to Governments,
universities, research centres and the like. For many countries, particularly
developing countries, those publications were the basic source of information in
the economic and social area. They enabled each country to have its statistics
presented in such a way that they could be compared with those of other countries,
thus providing information on a wide range of economic, social and demographic
issues.

32. The Commission noted that the proposed work programme of the Statistical
Office of the United Nations Secretariat for 1990-1991 already included several
consolidations or cancellations of publications iacluded in the 1list of recurrent
publications under review by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination.
Accordingly, the Commission endorsed the continuation of the recurrent statistical
publications prepared by the Statistical Office set out in the report of the
Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1989/3), mocdified to reflect the proposed programme of
work. Several representatives proposed that ways be explored to retain nome of the
publications proposed for cancellation. There was particular concern that such
cancellations might, in some cases, affect the collection of data.
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33. Various ways of improving the usefulness of publications prepared by the
Statistical Office were suggested: improving the timeliness and guality of data
published and enhancing marketing strategy, including publicity through the
regional commissions and national statistical offices. It was suggested that for
certain topics, prompt dissemination of important basic data, thus improving their
timeliness, would contribute to increasing the interest of the user. The
complementarity among statistical publications prepared by the Statistical Office
of the United Nations Secretariat, the statistical divisions of the regional
commissions and the statistical divisions of the specialized agencies was also
stressed.

34. Some members requested the Statistical Qffice to examine the feasibility of
reducing the size of some of the larger publications on the grounds that they were
cumbersome to use and expensive to produce and distribute. That might be achieved
by eliminating detailed tableg that could be provided from the data bank on ]
request. It was suggested that some publications could be issued less frequently
if it was considered that doing so would improve the comprehensiveness and guality
of the statistics and the distribution of the publications. It was noted, however,
that such a review would have to be carried out carefully to ensure that revised
publications would continue to serve user needs. Although the view was expressed
that the Population and Vital Statistics Report might be combined with the Monthly
Bulletin of Statistics, it was recognized that those two publications served widely
different user groups and that the resources needed to produce the former
publication were modest.

35. Many representatives spoke of their experiences in national and international
offices with regard to statistical publications. They gave examples of market
research and issuance of new kinds of publications containing analytical text,
graphics and summary tables.

36. The Commission considered strategies for meeting user needs without increasing
the number of the recurrent publications prepared by the Statistical Qffice. The
use of improved technology, computers, photocomposition and integrated systems
software was recognized as an important part of that effeort. Another aspect dealt
with ways of disseminating international statistics other than in publications; for
example, in computer readable form (magnetic tapes, diskettes, CD-ROM and on-line
access), on microfiche and in ad hoc hard copy of tables stored in data bases.
Several representatives said they believed that microfiche was an inexpensive,
effective and easy-to-use method of disseminaticn in developing countries. Other
representatives referred to microcomputer diskettes as an effective means of
dissemination. 1In some developing countries, however, that method might require
significant investment both in equipment and in training. It was also considered
important that studies be done to investigate the compatibility between media and
equipment. Some representatives were of the opinion that the use of elechtreonic
media for statistical dissemination should not entirely replace publications in
printed form but, at least for the present, should have a supplementary role only.

37. The Commission noted that the CD-ROM or optical disk held considerable promise
as an effective way of disseminating statistics. For the present, however, some
¢countries felt it to be an expensive method. On-line links to statistical data
bases were mentioned as an effective method of disseminating data to users with the
necessary technological capacity. Hewever, since many Member States were not yet
in a position to benefit from con-line access, it was still too early to introduce
that method at the national level. The Commission was informed that many agencies
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were carrying out experimental studies of the use of CD-ROM or optical disk for the
dissemination of certain statistical data and planned to develop a facility for
on-line access to a United Hations system data base of core statistical series.

38. The Commission requested the Statistical Office to explore anrd expand the use
of alternative methods of disseminating inptermnational statistics, bearing in mind
the need to achieve a balance between the various forms of dissemination available
at the present time and in the near future and to take into account the relative
advantages of each.

Action taken by the Commission

39, The Commission:

{a) Endorsed the continuation of the statistical publications programme of
the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat, contained in the proposed
work programme for 1990-1991 (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.1), reflecting the cancellation and
consolidation of some publications listed in the table set ouwt in the report of the
Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1989/3};

{b} Requested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat:

(i} 'To continue the ongoing review cof recurrent publications to assess
current usefulness and relevance in relation to user needs and to improve
timeliness and guality;

{(ii) To investigate the possibility of reducing the size and/or pericdicity of
some of the publications and, in some instances, merging them with other
publications, if doing so was deemed appropriate and beneficial to users;

{iii} To explore and expand alternative methods of disseminating statistical
information, bearing in mind the need to achieve a balance between the
various forms of dissemination available and to take into account the
advantages and limitations of traditional and newsr methods of
dissemination;

{iv} To continue efforts to develop marketing strategies to widen the
dissemination of statistical publications;

{v} To serve as a referral service in the area of statistical data from
international and national publications.
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Chapter TII

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS AND BALANCES

A. System of National Accounts (SNA)

40. The Commission considered item ¢ (a) of its agenda at its 425th and

426th meetings, on 8 February 1989. It had before it the progress report of the
Secretary-General on the revision of the System of National Accounts (SNA)
(E/CN.3/1989/4) and the report of the Secretary-General containing updated
information on the work of the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat
(E/CN.3/1989/22).

41. The Commission expressed overall satisfaction with the progress made in
implementing the SNA review programme since its twenty-fourth session. It noted
that the progress was largely due to the efforts of the Statistical Office of the
United Nations Secretariat and the other participating organizations (the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Economic Community (EEC)
and the Organisation for Economic Co-coperation and Development (OECD)})} and the
co-ordinating role of the Inter-Secretariat Working Group on National Accounts. It
was pleased to note the participation of the regional commissions in the
Inter-Secretariat Working Group and the increasing involvement of developing
countries in the review process, including their representation in the expert
groups and the co-ordinating group, as well as the participation of some developed
countries in regional commission meetings in the developing regions. It considered
it essential that handbooks be prepared as soon as possible and that developing
countries be actively involved in preparing them, and requested the Statistical
Office of the United Nations Secretariat to attach high priority to this work. 1t
also endorsed the work on links between SNA and the System of Balances of the
National Economy (MPS) and highlighted the importance of developing satellite
accounts - in particular, accounts related to the environment. Once again, the
Commission agreed or the importance of translating and editing the French and
Spenish versions of the drafts of the revised BNA simultaneously with the English
varsion in order to avoid terminological and substantive differences and to
facilitate the SNA meetings to be organized by the regional commissions.

42. The Commission reaffirmed the original objectives of the SNA review programme
when it was initiated in 1982: simplification and clarification, harmonization,
and updating the system to £fit new circumstances. Rowever, different views were
expressed on how well those objectives were being achieved. Scome felt that the
review process had departed significantly from the objective of simplification.
Others, however, expressed the view that such simplification would have to be
implemented through operational handbooks. It was generally felt that the
objectives of clarification of the system and harmonization between national
accounts and related statistics had been successfully implemented during the
c¢urrent review process. The Commission was pleased, in particular, with the
harmonization between SNA and related IMF systems on balance of payments.
government finance and money and banking statistics. Several members proposed that
analytical relevance be added as another very important objective., thus ensuring
that the system would not only be developed as a statistical framework but would
also respond effectively to analytical needs.
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43. The Commission considered the proposed rescheduling of the SNA review
activities and generally concurred with the resulting programme of expert group and
regional meetings to review the subsequent drafts of the revised SNA. The
rescheduling implied that two expert group meetings would be held in the summer of
1989 to discuss the first complete draft of the revised SNA. ‘The draft would he
issued in English. The draft would be revised before the end of 1989 in the light
of comments from the experts participating in the two meetings. In the Eirst part
of 1990, the revised English draft would be translated into French and Spanish and
would be available for use at the regional meetings. Under that arrangement, the
regional meetings would be held between April and December 1990. As a result, the
next session of the Statistical Commission would have available a revised version
of the SNA draft in all the required languages of the Commission, together with
reports of the SNA review meetings organized by the regional commissions. In
addition, the report of the expert group meeting on SNA/MPS links, which was to he
held late in 1589, would alsc be made available to the Commission.

44. The Commission attached considerable importance to the dissemination of SNA
documents and progress reports. There was broad agreement that continued emphasis
should be placed on the dissemination of SNA review information beyond the limited
circle of experts actively involved in the review process. The Commission
requested that, as soon as possible after the expert group meetings in the summer
of 198%, a document be prepared and circulated to a large group of experts and
national statistical offices, giving the conclusions of all the expert group
meetings held until then, together with a summary of the changes in SNA that had
resulted from their conclusions. That would facilitate the incorporation of
comments made by national statistical and other experts into the redrafting of the
revised SHA. In addition, in that way national statistical offices could begin to
prepare themselves by discussing budgetary and other considerations applied in the
implementation of the revised SNA.

45. The Commission recognized that the SNA review process required considerable
technical and financial rescurces. 1t expressed its appreciation for the generous
contributions made by the Statistical Office of the Furcopean Communities
{EUROSTAT), IMF, OECD and the World Bank, other international organizations,
regional commissions and individual countries. Appreciation was also expressed by
the Commission for the funding by a member State of one of the regional commission
meetings that were being planned. It was essential, the Commission stressed, that
additional funds be mobilized, so that the remaining SNA activities could be
carried out according to the agreed schedule. In particular, funds were needed for
the regional commission meetings in 1990 and for the handbooks. Before allocating
funds to those activities, some participants said they would like to be informed
ahout the actual financial gap which existed between available financial resources
and needs. One member expressed concern about the request of the Statistical
QUffice of the United Nations Secretariat for contributions in kind for drafting the
handbooks, and said that for timely and guality documents, one should not rely on
volunteers but rather on experts close to the revision process.

46. The Commission commended the preliminary draft of the selected chapters of the
revised SNA. The draft was considered a good attempt to clarify some of the SNA
concepts, and the Commission was confident that the rest of the text would be
equally well prepared. The Commission was generally satisfied with the proposed
content and pedagogical presentation of the revised SNA. It agreed thai in
addition to the current text, the revised SNA should contain a glossary and an
accounting framework with tables. In the further elaboratiocn of the accounting



framework, the Statistical Cffice of the United Nations Secretariat would be
assisted by a consultant. Several members suggested the inclusion of a chapter in
the revised SNA to explain the linkage between SNA and MPS. Others stressed the
need for continuity of time series and suggested that detailed relationships
between the revised SNA and the current one be included in an additional chapter or
as an annex. Some members wanted to include in the revised SNA the relations
between the SNA accounting framework and the SNA questionnaire tables.

47. The need for the development of handbooks, which had been expressed at
previous sessions of the Commission, was stressed again by many participants - in
particular, the need for handbooks on national accounting in constant prices,
financial flows and balances, use of national accounts in planning and analysis,
environmental accounting and measurement of the informal sector. While several
countries were interested in contributing to the further development of such
handbooks, based on their experience, several participants thought that it would be
more effective if the first drafts of the handbooks were prepared by the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat and subsequently circulated
for commenats, so that the ezxperience of the statistical offices in individual
countries could be incorperated in a more organized way. The Commission was
pleased to learn that IMF would sponsor the elaboration of handbooks on external
transactions and financial flows and balance sheets in parallel with the planned
revisions of the current IMF manuals of balance of payments and money and banking
statistics. The involvement of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) in the preparation of the handbook on national accounting in
constant prices was supported.

48. A number of garticipants from countries with centrally planned economies
emphasized the need to adapt SNA to the specific circumstances of their countries,
in view of the interest expréssed in those countries in using the SNA guidelines.
It was suggested that in the remaining stages of the SNA review programme,
particularly during the forthcoming expert group meeting on SNA/MPS' links,
attention should be paid to the data and corceptual relations of the two systems so
that SNA could be as widely applicable as poessible. The further development of SHA
along those lines could draw on the experience of countries that had used both
systems, some over long periods of time.

49. Although the Commisgsion emphasized the need to take into account the
requirements of users, in particular planners and policy makers, and also the
limitations imposed by data availability, there were different views on how that
should be done. Members emphasized the need to involve users more intensively in
the SNA review process itself. The Commission agreed that basic data development
was c¢ritical to the implementation of SNA and agreed that training of national
accounts experts would be an essential element in the implementation of the revised
SNA. Support was also expressed for the efforts of the Statistical Cffice to
develop a compilation methodology which would facilitate implementation of the
revised SNA.

50. Some members expressed the view that the system would have te last for a long
period of time and that its scope should therefore not be tied only to data
currently available; rather, it should he forward-looking. Others, however,
poinrted ocut that SBA should take into account cost implications and the limited
resources available for statistical develeopment., particularly in developing
countries. Certain members stressed that SNA guidelines should be as close as
possible to commercial accounting practices since that would facilitate Lhe
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provision and interpretation of data by respondents who at the same time might be
users cof the data. They urged, for instance, that the treatment of financial
intermediaries be brought into line with the practices found in that field.

51. The Commission supported the proposal of including environmental accounts as
satellite accounts in the revised SNA and noted with appreciatien the planned
preparation of a handbock on environmental accounting. However, some members
expressed the view that the revision of SNA was too cautious and that the system
should have been extended to cover a "sustainable income" concept.

52. Some participants raised technical issues that had been or should have been
discussed in the SNA review. High inflation and multiple exchange rates were
mentioned as important issues that should be resolved in the pext SNA. In the same
context was mentioned the need to come up with a treatment for banking imputations.
closer to commercial accounting practices, to incorporate a clear definition of.
statistical units for the production and institutional sector accounkts, to review
the concept of residency in SMNA, to give a clear definition of the coverage of the
informal sector, to provide clear criteria on the distinction between current and
capital transfers, to identify separately imputations and attributions, to
incorporate clearly in the system dual sectoring of value-added, and to elaborate
methods on how to incorporate illegal activities. BSome participants guestioned the
recommendation to extend capital formatlon beyond its current boundaries in SNA by
including, for example, research and development and some service elements. One
participant mentioned that regional accounting implications should be taken into
account in the development of SNA.

>y

Aytion taken by the Commigsion
53. The Commission: 3

{a} Reaffirmed the original objectives of the SNA revision - simplification
and clarification, harmonization, and updating the system to fit new
circunstances. It noted the importance of making SNA relevant to user and
ahalytical needs. It requested that the proper development cof the satellite
accounts and the SNA handhooks deal with any complexity that arose during the
revision;

{b} Expressed its satisfaction with the work on the SNA revisicn that had
hgen completed since its twenty-fourth session and with the increased participation
by developing countries in the review process;

{c} Endorsed the revised SNA review timetable: &wo expert groups would be
held in the summer of 1989 to discuss the first complete draft in English of the
revised SNA and an SNA/MPS expert grouwp meeting would be convened in the last
quarter of 1989; the draft would be revised before the end of 1989 in the light of
comments from the experts participating in the two meetings; the revised English
draft would be edited and translated into French and Spanish in the first half of
1690; regional meetings would be held between April and the end of 1990:

(d} Agreed again on the importance cof editing and tramslating the French and
Spanish versions of the revised SNA draft simultaneously with the English version,
in order to avoid terminological differences and facilitate the regional SNA
meetings;
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{e) Confirmed that when changes were proposed in the current SNA treatment on
which no agreement was reached. the current SNA treatment should be maintained;

(£) Requested that as soon as possible after the expert group meeting in the
summer of 1989, a document be prepared and circulated to a large group of experts
and national statistical offices, giving the conclusions of all expert group
meetings held until then, together with a summary of the changes in SNA that
resulted from their conclusions;

{g) Emphasized the need to complete as many operational handbooks as possible
in the next biennium with available resources. The handbooks should be issued as
drafts and circulated for comments to national accounts experts, in time to be
finalized about the same time as the revised SNA;

(R} Requested that in the remaining work on the SNA review, data concerns and
special analytical and planning uses be taken into account:

{i) Supported the application of the national accounts compilation
methodology developed by the Statistical Qffice of the United Nations Secretariat
which would facilitate early implementation of SNA particularly in developing
countries;

(3) 2Assigned highest priority to work on the SNA review, including the
production of handbooks;

{k) Noted as critical the need to mobilize all funds required for a timely
completion of the SNA review programme, which required an intensification of effort
on the part of the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat as well as
the commitment of extrabudgetary funds which were urgently needed for the
completion of handbooks, the organization of SNA review meetings by ‘the regional
commissions and the participation of experts from developing countries in the
remaining expert group meetings on SNA co-ordination;

{1) Reguested that in the remaining stage of the SNA review programme,
particularly during the forthcoming expert group meeting on SNA/MPS links,
attention be paid to the data and conceptual relations between the two systems.
The development of SNA along those lines could draw on the experience of countries
that used both systems over loag periods of time;

(m) Agreed that the SNA review would be included in the agenda of the
twenty-sixth session of the Commission and requested the following documents in all
the required languages of the Commission: (i) a progress report on the SNA review;
{ii) a draft of the revised SNA; (iii) a report of the expert group meeting on
SNA/MPS links in 1989; (iv) reports of the SNA review meetings to be organized by

each of the regional commissions in 1990.

B. System of Balances of the National Fconomy (MPS)
.
54. The Commission considered item 4 (h) of its agenda at its 426th meebing, on
8 February 1989. It had before it the note by the Secretary-General (E/(N.3/1989/5
and Corr.l) transmitting a report of the secretariat of the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance {(CMEA), which contained information on developments in the

System of Balances of the National Economy {(MPS).
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55. The Commission was informed that some countries with centrally planned
economies were using MPS and SNA, that others were calculating indicators in
accordance with SNA, and that most of them intended to continue the work to bring
the two systems closer. The Commission also noted the increased number of
co-operation projects between countries using MPS and those using SNA.

56. Several members. noted the importance of the improved MPS methodology for use
in macro-economic analysis not only in countries with centrally planned economies
but also in some developing countries. The MPS concept of total consumption of
population was specifically cited as an important indicater for the analysis of the
level of well-being and for the development of social pelicy in developing
countries.

57. The Commigsion was pleased tc learn that several countries using MPS had
indicated that they could see the time when MPS and SNA would be integrated so that
SWA and MPS concepts and aggregates would be available to all countries. In that
regard, the Commission was also pleased to learn that a further development of MPS
was being launched. That would undoubtedly contribute to the integration process.

Action taken by the Commigsion

58. The Commission:

{(a} Took note of the progress achieved in the development of MPS and urged
that work on the- further elaboration of the system be continued;

(b) Requested that any/elaboration of MPS considered by the CMEA expert group
meeting in 1989 be reported to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session.

C. Links between € stem of National A un SNAY) an
the System of Balances of the National Economy (MP3)

59, The Commission considered item 4 (c} of its agenda at its 426th meeting, on

8 February 1989. It had before it the progress report of the Secretary-General on
iinks between the System of National Accounts {SNA) and the System of Balances of
the National Economy {(MPS) ({E/CN.3/1989/6).

60. The Commission noted several recent developments referred to in its discussion
of items 4 (a) and (b}, which were of importance for its discussion of SNA/MPS
links.

51. The work on SNA/MPS links. which had been mostly restricted to explaining the
differences between the two systems (by comparing concepts and definitions,
compiling adjustment tables and, in a few cases, constructing commen aggregabkes,
such as total consumption of the population), had entered a new phase. ‘he main
ohjective was now the achievement of substantial progress in convergence of SNA and
MPS, with the ultimate goal of integrating the two systems. The most important
element in the new phase was the decisiorn by a number of centrally planped
economies to compile various SNA aggregates regularly for their own national use.
The Commission noted that some countries had used or planned to use the entire SNA
system in addition to the MPS5 system.

— 25—



62. The Commission considered that in view of those developments the work on
SNA/MPS links should continue to get high priority in the coming years.

Significant accomplishments would lead t¢ a breakthrough in improving comparability
between countries with different economic systems. The next two years, in
particular, might be pivotal. Accordingly, the work on SNA/MPS links would require
some reorientation.

63. The recent developments drew attention to new requirements of the natiomnal
accounting systems: SNA and MPS should be flexible enough to be used in countries
with economic systems different from those for which they were originally
intended. The Commission noted with satisfaction that the CMEA secretariat had
already initiated a revision of MPS in that direction. The Commission considered
that in the ongoing revision of SNA the same aspect should get serious attention:
the system should, as much as possible, be made adaptable to the conditiocns of
centrally planned economies.

64. Several participants considered that the ultimate aim of the work on SNA/MPS
links should be the integration of the two systems - for example, to have an SNA
from which MPS aggregates could easily be derived by appropriate regrouping. In
that way there would be a conceptual unity between the two systems which would
enable any country to use both systems for national practices if required. The
Commission expressed sympathy with the challenge, but felt that further elaboration
of the problems was needed before a decision could be taken.

65. The Commission considered that the continuation of work in the traditional
areas of SNA/MPS Yinks would also be useful. The comparison of concepts and the
compilation of adjustment tables would be particularly -useful for those aggregates
to which relatively little attention had been paid in the past {e.g., income,
national wealth). Special attention should be given to those aggregates which, in
principle, should be common in the two systems (such as total consunption of the
population) but which, since the revisions were not sufficiently co-ordinated,
still differed to some extent. To have a detailed inventory of the differences was
an important pre-condition for the convergence of the two systems.

66. Bilateral and multilateral collaboration among countries using different
systems could substantially contribute to that work. The Commission expressed its
appreciation to Bulgaria, France, Finland and Hungary for their valuable work on
linking SNA and MPS results, which contributed greatly to the methodology of
international comparison of different national account aggregates. It was also
pleased to note a number of relevant new initiatives: Hungary was about to engage
in a new bilateral comparison with the Netherlands; Japan had launched a three-year
project in the methodology and compilation of an input/output table with some
research institutes in China; Czechoslovakia and Finland were finalizing a
hilateral comparison on teotal consumption of the population; and Cuba and Mexico
were considering the organization of bilateral comparisons of SNA and MPS
aggregates.

G7. The Commission noted that three meetings were planned for 1989 al which the
subject of SNA/MPS links would be discussed: 1in March, a seminar organized by the
CMEA secretariat, at Prague; in May, a meeting of the Working Party on Wational
Accounts and Balances of the Conference 0f European Statisticians. at Geneva; and
in December, the expert group meeting on SNA/MPS links, at Moscow.



Action taken by the Commigssion
68. The Commissicn:

{a) Welcomed the new orientation of the work on SNA/MPS links, with a view to
making SNA and MPS more applicable to countries with different social and economic
systems, and recommended that the subject be given attention in the forthcoming
meetings on SNA/MPS links;

{b} Endorsed the continuation of the work on the linking of SNA and MPS
carried out by the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat, in
conjunction with regional commissions and appropriate international organizations,
particularly with the Council for Mutual Ecconomic Assistance, aiming at integrating
the twoc systems;

{¢) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its
twenty-sixth session, a report on progress made in the harmonization of the System
of National Accounts (SNA) and the System of the Balances of the National Economy
{MFS).
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Chapter IV

SERVICE STATISTICS

69. The Commission considered item 5 of its agenda at its 426th and

427th meetings, on 8 and 9 February 1989. It had before it the report of the
Secretary-General on plans for the further development of service statistics,
including international trade in services {E/CN.3/1989/7) and the report of the
Secretary-General containing updated information on the work of the Statistical
Office of the United Natiocns Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/22).. Three background
docunents were also made available to the members of the Commission: a summary of
the replies to the United Nations/IMF questionnaire on trade in services:
preliminary conclusions on the results of the inguiry on national practices and
views in respect of the guantity and price indices of services; and the report of
the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics on its third meeting (Wiesbaden, Federal
Republic of Cermany, October 1988).

70. The Commission expressed its appreciation of the amount of the work completed
and reconfirmed the importance and pricrity it attached to the development of
service statistics.

71. The Commission was pleased to note the progress achieved by the Voorburg Group
on Service Statistics and welcomed the intention of the volunteer countries in

. association with the participating international organizations to continue their
efforts in promoting methodology and international comparability in the field of
service statistiecs. It took note with satisfaction of the fact that the programme
of work of the Voorburg Group was entirely in accord with the priorities expressed
by the Statistical Commission.

72. 1t was noted, however, that in spite of its valuable contributions, the
Voorburg Group could not replace the traditional methods of developmert of
statistical methodology (regional meetings, consultant studies, expert group
meetings). A more intensive involvement of developing countries in that work was
considered highly desirable. In addition, the Secretariat was urged to £ind
appropriate arrangements for implementing a more comprehensive programme of
activities, including data compilation and technical co-operation as outlined in
the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1989s/7}. It was noted, however, that
without resolving the funding problems, the programme would make little or no
headway. The Commission urged the Statistical Office of the United Nations
Secretariat to pursue, in co-operation with other international organizations,
efforts to obtain the necessary resources to implement the comprehensive programme.

73. Several participants commented on the issue of the concept of services. While
some of them considered that a unique service concept should be used in all
statistics, others were of the view that different statistics might {or should) use
different service concepts. The Commission considered that further clarjification
of the subject would be desirable.

74. Several participants welcomed the progress made in the methodology of guantity
and price indices of services, expressed their full support for the continuation of
that work and requested the Secretariat to accelerate its work with the ultimate
aim of formulating agreed international quidelines. 1In that connection, several
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countries offered their assistance in preparing selected materials as portions of
draft recommendations in that field.

75. With regard to priorities for further work on the methodological development
of service statistics, a wide range of views was expressed. On balance, the
Commission considered that general problems of service statistics should get higher
priority than problems of particular service industries. Although no consensus was
reached on priorities, all three areas of service statistics received substantial
supporkt. Among the specific fields of services, the most support was expressed for
work on the guidelines on the statistics of financial, business and information
services.

76. The need for co-ordination in the work on service statistics among the various
international organizations was recognized, especially work on statistics of trade
in services. The Commission was pleased to learn that a number of international
organizations and bodies (the United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations,
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the World Bank, IMF, the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the World Tourism Organization, OECD and
FEEC) as well as a number of regional commissions intended to continue their work in
the area of trade in services.

detion taken by the Commigsion

77. The Commission:
~
{a} Endorsed the continuation of the work on service statistics, including
trade in services, in appropriate co-ordination with other international
corganizations;
{b) Welcomed the continuation of the contributions of the Veorburg Group on
Service Statistiecs;

{c) Agreed that an item on service statistics should be ing¢luded in the
agenda of its twenty-sixth session and that the related documentation should
include a review of work done by national and international agencies in the field
of service statistics prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations
Secretariat; and invited the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics to prepare a
report on a substantive topic; ' ’

(@) Reguested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with international
organizations, to seek extrabudgetary funding to support a comprehensive programme
involving methodological development, data compilation and techmical ceo-operation
to advance work in the important new field of service statistics.
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Chapter V

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CLASSIFICATIONS

A, nternational Standard Industrigl Classification of All Economic
g;; ities (ISIC) and the Central Product Classification {CPC)

78. The Commission considered item & (a) cof its agenda at its 423rd, 424th, 431st
and 434th meetings, on 7, 13 and 15 February 1989. It had before it the report of
the Secretary-General on the revision and harmonization of international economic
clagssifications (E/CN.3/1989/8) and the report of the Secretary-General containing
updated information on the work of the Statistical Office ¢of the United Nations
Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/22). Two draft classifications were made available to the
Commission: the final draft of the revised International Standard Industrial
Clagssification of All Economic Activities (ISIC). Rev.3 {PROVISIONAL
ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/4/Rev.3 and Add.l arnd 2) and the final draft of the Central
Product Classification {CPC) (PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/77 and Add.1l).

79. The Commission was pleased to learn that since its previous session two expert
group meetings had been held with the aim of finalizing the draft ISIC, Revision 3,
and the draft provisional CPC. It alsc learned that after the drafts had heen
circulated, several comments were received from national statistical offices and
from participants in international meetings. A suvmmary of the comments, along with
the Secretariat's proposals for dealing with them, was made available to the
Commission. Additiconal contributions received from members of the Voorburg Group
on Service Statistics, in¢luding explanatory material on CPC, were also made
available to the Commission/

80. The Commission expressed its appreciation to the Secretariat 'of the work it
had accomplished since the Commission's previous session in respect of the two
major classifications and in preparing the supporting documentation on the issues
and problems involved. It noted that the numerous improvements made, particularly
in the service area, had been the result of a combined effort on the part of many
experts and organizations and it complimented all who had participated in it. The
Commission reaffirmed the importance of the two classifications and their
co-ordinating role in economic statistics.

81. The Commission adopted ISIC, Revision 3 and the provisiornal CPC, modified to
take into account the Commission's views. In dealing with comments received since
the finalization of the drafts, the Commission recommended that only changes and
corrections on the basis of principles, decisions or conventions already agreed
upon at recent expert group meetings should be accepted. Several corrections and
revisions to the intreduction to CPC were brought to the Commission's attenticon and
it was agreed that they should be made.

82. The Commigssion recommended that both classifications be disseminated widely
and that adequate assistance be given to countries in implementing them. The
Commission alsc recommended that the Statistical Office of the United Wations
Secretariat collect examples of national experience in implementing the
classifications s¢ as to make them available to other interested countries. It
recognized, however, that to implement ISIC, Revision 3, and CPC in all their
details would require great efforts on the part of developing countries.

_30-



83. The Commission agreed on the following timetable for finalizing the draft
classifications for publication: comments on the Secretariat's proposals
concerning the treatment of proposed changes were to be received hefore the end of
March: and suggestions for corrections and editorial changes, particularly to
translations, before the end of May. The Commission alsc stressed the need for
printed versions in all the official languages of the United Nations.

84, 1In adopting ISIC, Revision 3, the Commission emphasized the need for the
definitions of the statistical units in ISIC, taking into account the different
timeframe for the revision of SNA, to be in conformity with the definitions to bhe
adopted in the revised SNA. 1In particular, it was recommended that the Statistical
Qffice of the United Nations Secretariat make every effort to reconcile the views
of the ISIC and SNA experts. It was agreed that the part of the introduction to
ISIC dealing with gtatistical units needed to be redrafted, taking inte account the
above-mentioned comments and comments made by the SNA expert group, the Voorburg
Group on Service Statistics and the Roundtable Conference on Business Survey
Frames. By that means it was hoped that a renewed discussion on the subject would
be avoided when the revised SNA was before the Commission.

85. It was agreed that ISIC should make clear the distinction between the
definition of the ideal statistical unit and the operational definition reflecting
real world circumstances. The definitions should be sufficiently clear and
complete to serve users as a guide on the treatment of exceptions to the strict
definitions of the units. The distinction between statistical units and reporting
units should alseo be clarified.

86. The need to identify ancillary units as separate entities was brought into
guestion. Either ancillary activities were carried out within an establishment, or
the unit became autonomous - thus, a separate establishment. There was agreement
that ancillary activities,” rather than ancillary units., should be treated in the
introduction to ISIC. ;
87. The Commission expressed its appreciation of the annexes on energy and
tourism. The importance of a common definition of tourism was emphasized as an aid
to world-wide comparability of data on tourism, which was an important sector in
the economy of many developing countries. With regard to annexes te ISIC and CPC,
the view was expressed that an annex for the information sector would be useful to
meet future needs.

88. Regarding the interpretative rules to CPC, the Commission agreed that for
t.rangportable goods, those rules should not differ even slightly from the rules of
the Harmonized Commodity Pescription and Coding System (HS). The representative of
the Customs Co-operation Council {(CCC) offered to provide an improved version of
the rules in May, at the latest, taking into account the fact that they were going
to be used not only for foreign trade statistics but also for production and
service statistics. In respect of the indexes, the Commission was informed that

:he alphabetical index to HS had been published in November 1987 and that the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat was preparing the iudexes for
the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC). Revision 3. in co-operation

with CCC. The latter orgagization also offered to co-operate in preparing the
indexes to CPC.
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89. GSeveral members noted that for countries whose own national classifications
differed from ISIC, the implementation of ISIC and CPC was often difficult., even at
an aggregate level. <Countries had to develop conversion keys between ISIC and CPC
and their national classifications. Others expressed the need for the development
of conversion keys or common aggregates to maximize comparability between ISIC,
Revision 3, and CPC, on the one hand, and national or regional classifications, on
the other.

90. Concerning procedures for future revisions, preference was expressed for
continuous updating rather than major revisions undertaken after long periods of
time. The recommendation was also made for the review of CPC in the light of the
experience gained by countries in the revision of their national classifications.
Countries were requested to provide information on their experience to the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat.

91. Differing views were expressed on the definition of statistical units. One
view was that ISIC was developed in principle for use in industry - that is
production statistics, where the establishment was the most appropriate unit. The
establishment should therefore occupy the most prominent place in the intrcduction
te ISIC, and other units should be given a lesser role. In the definition of
"unit", autonomy of decision-making should be the most important criterion, rather
than homogeneity, data availability or locality. 1In its current form, ISIC 4id not
provide guidance on the trade-off between those criteria, and users were forced to
develop their own hierarchy. Other members of the Commission recognized that there
was a strong correlation between autonomy and homogeneity. Ancther view was that
an approach in line with the draft that was discussed at the expert group meeting
in April 1988 should be taken. The view was also expressed that a prudent approach
should be followed, since radical changes in the definitions might not always imply
improvements. y.

92. Attention was drawn to the ongoing discussion within EEC on the General
Industrial Classification of Economic Activities within the European Communities
{NACE) and the related product c¢lassification, which, as had been agreed in the
expert groups, would be identical to or an extension ¢f ISIC and CPC,

respectively. 8Since it was not certain that the further breakdown in NACE could be
accommodated in such a way that identity between ISIC and NACE would be preserved
at the three-digit and four-digit levels, it was suggested that the introduction to
I51C be redrafted to say that the coding systems would as far as possible be the
same.

93. The representative of the Customs Co-operation Council informed the Commission
that there were currently 50 contracting parties to the Harmonized System
Convention. The cleose relationship betwween HS and CPC was welcomed.

Statisticians from member States and the Statistical Qffice of the United Nations
Secretariat were invited teo participate in the meetings of the Review Sub-Committee
for updating HS.

44. The Commission was informed by the representative of the European ¢ ommunities
that an initiative had been taken to harmonize the activity and product
classifications of certain other industrialized countries in order to satisfy their
needs for more detailed information that would become available from ISIC and CPC.
It was stressed that the points of departure for such an exercise would be ISIC and
CPC and that every effort would be made teo maintain as close a relatioaship as
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possible with those classifications. In that respect, contacts had already bheen
imade with Canada, Japan and the United States of America.

Actio n by the Commission
95. The Commission:

{a) Approved the final draft of the revised International Standard Industrial
Classification of All Economic Activities {ISIC), Rev.3 (PROVISIONAL
ST/ESA/STAT/3ER.M/4/Rev.3 and Add.1l and 2}, modified to take into account comments
by the Commission;

(b} Approved the final draft of the provisional Central Product
Classification {(PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/77 and Add.l), modified to take into
account comments by the Commission;

{c} Approved the following timetable for finalizing the draft classifications
for publication: comments on the Secretariat's proposals concerning the treatment
of proposed changes to be received before the end of March, and suggestions for
corrections and editorial changes, particularly on translations, before the end of
May;

{d) Regquested the Secretary-General:

{i}) To prepare a publication on ISIC, Revision 3, together with indexes and
corrg}ation tables between that classification, the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System (HS), SITC, Revision 3, a2nd the provisignal
CPC, based on documents PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/4/Rev.3 and Add.1l
and 2, in the light of the conclusions of the Statistical Commission at
its twenty-fifth session; ‘

(ii) To prepare a publication on CPC, with explanatory notes, for the services
part of the classification, as a provisional document, based on documents
PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/77 and AAd.1l, in the light of the
conclusions of the Statistical Commission at its twenty-fifth session;

{iii) To publish and circulate ISIC, Revision 3, and CPC, and to draw them to
the attention of States Members of the United Nations or members of the
specialized agencies:

fe) Recommended that member States adopt ISIC, Revision 3, with such
modifications as might be necessary to meet national requirements without
disturbing the framework of the classification; or use ISIC, Revision 3, in
reporting data according to kind of economic activity for the purpose of
international comparison;

{f} Recommended that member States make use of the Central Produck
Classification as a provisional classification in order to gain experience in
obtaining international comparability for data according to geoods and services;

{g) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission. al its

twenty-seventh session, a progress report on the experience of countries in the
implementation of the Central Product Classification;
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(h) Recommended that the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat
provide guidance to countries in implementing the recommendations, including the
provision of necessary technical co-operation and supplementary documentation.

96. At the 431st meeting, on 13 February, the representative of Egypt, on behalf
of Egypt, Ghana, Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United
States of America, introduced a draft resolution {E/CN.3/1989/L.5) entitled
"International economic classifications”.

97. At its 434th meeting, on 15 February. the Commission adopted the draft
resolution, as orally amended {see chap. I, sect. A, draft resclutiocn ij).

B. International Classification of Status in Employment {JICSE)

98. The Commission considered item 6 (b) of its agenda at its 424th meeting on
7 February 1989. It had before it the report of the International Labour Office on
the International Classification of Status in Employment (E/CN.3/1988/9).

99. The Commission was informed that the objective of the report was to stimulate
discussion on the desirability of revising the existing International
Classification of Status in Employment (ICSE}. That goal would be facilitated if
countries could provide the Internationsl Labour Office with detailed information
concerning the current classification of status in employment and also the names of
national experts dealing with the topic, so that it could correspond with them.

100. The Commissien strongly supported the proposed work on ICSE and expressed its
appreciation to the International Labour Office for preparing a very sound
discussion paper on the subjgct. Many members and organizations expressed deep
interest in the proposed review of the existing concepts and structure of ICSE and
indicated their readiness to provide information, including written comments, and
to participate informally in the network{s) that might be established to further
that work.

101. In the extensive discussions that followed, a wide range of problems faced in
the use of the current classification were touched upon by members, reflecting
natioral experiences of changing employment patterns and the nature of national
legal systems. Those factors had given rise to difficulties in the precise
identification and classification of, for instance, unpaid family workers, casual
workers and paid workers who were also self-employed (i.e., multistatus workers}.
As a result, a large number of them had been included in a residual category, such
as '"not stated", or merged with other categories.

102. Several members pointed@ out that the existing ICSE did not clearly reflect the
real situation and failed to take adequate account of conditions, in hoth planned
economies and mixed economies. A range of additional dimensions, including working
contract, type of remuneration involved, location of work and control over means of
production should be examined with a view to avoiding ambiguity and/or to improving
the concepts and classification.

103. The Commission noted the existing close co-operation between the International
Labour Office and the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat on the
matter and stressed the necessity of continuing that collaboration in a number of
fields of statistics, particularly population and housing censuses and surveys. It
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was therefore considered important that the Commission be kept informed of the
progress of work on ICSE, being necessarily involved in any proposals for its
revision.

104. Members also emphasized that ICSE should remain distinct, without overlap with
the revised industrial and occupational classifications. Further, the importance
of ICSE to the ongoing work on the revision of SNA and other statistics was
stressed.

i ken he Commission
105. The Commissicon:

{a} Strongly endorsed the proposed work on the Inteérnational Classification
of Status in Employment (ICSE} by the International Labour Office in collaboration
with the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat and other interested
organizationg and member countries, and supported the strategy of establishing
networks and informal groups for that work:

{b} Recommended detailed examination of the classifications of status in
employment currently used by countries and of the problems experienced in their
application, prior to any revision:

(¢} Stressed the importance of taking fully into account the circumstances of
different economic systems and of relevant conditions in developing counkries,
particularly within the informal sector;

{d} Requested the International Labour Office to prepare for the Conmission,
at its twenty-sixth session, a report on the progress of work on ICSE, in view of
the importance of ICSE to national statistical offices and the work of the
Commission: '

{e) Requested the Statistical Office to make the report of the International
Labour Qffice (E/CN.3/1989/9) available to the experts involved in the SNA review
process.
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Chapter VI

PRICE STATISTICS

106. The Commission considered item 7 of its agenda at its 427th meeting, on
9 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
International Comparison Programme (ICP} (E/CN.3/1989/10).

107. The Commission welcomed the work done on phase V of the International
Comparison Programme, with 1985 as reference year, which was nearing completion,
Results for EEC, OECD and the European Comparison Programme had already bheen
published. Computations had also been finalized for the African comparison, and
results which were almost final were available for the ESCAP comparison. A partial
and preliminary world comparison covering 57 countries had been compiled jointly by
EUROSTAT and the Statistical Cffice of the United Nations Secretariat, the summary
results of which had been made available to the members of the Commission. The’
Commission expressed its satisfactionm with the progress achieved and noted that
completion of the phase V exercise was expected by the end of 1989.

108. As to the methodology of ICP, the Commission considered that, in spite of the
impressive progress achieved in the thecretical and methodological work of
international comparisons in the past two decades, those working in national
statistical offices on ICP had received only limited guidance, since detailed
instructions on the work to be carried out were often lacking. To remedy that
situation the Commission urged the Statistical Office of the United Nations
Secretariat to mgke arrangements for preparing a handbook on ICP as soon as
possible,

109, Cn particular points of the methodology, the following proposals were made:
{a) world comparison results which were additive (i.e., which were calculated on
the basis of world average prices) should be published as eatly as' possible after
the fixity restriction was lifted; (b) greater importance should be given to the
similarity of countries in terms of such factors as climate, type of economic
system and level of development when pairing them in carrying out core comparisons.

110. Several participants commented on the uses of ICP results, and some of them
expressed concern because the feedback from users on international comparison
results was limited. In that connection it was proposed that ICP be more widely
publicized, both by national statistical offices and by international
organizations. It was also considered that guidelines on how to use ICP results
might provide a useful service in getting the public bhetter acquainted with
international comparison results.

111. The Commission considered that the long-term goal in the development of ICP
should be its full integration with national statistical work. Ip that way one
could reduce considerably the additional burden countries incurred by their
participation in the Programme, and that might also substantially promote the more
systematic and expanded use of the recsults of international comparisons.

i12. Although many members of the Commission deemed it desirable to continue ICP on
a world comparison basis, since no solution to the problems of the core comparisons
and the funding of central co-ordination was in sight, it was likely that in

phase VI (1990) ICP would consist of regional comparisons only, with some possible
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links among them. The task of establishing those links would no longer be the task
of a central agency but would be that of the regional organizations involved. Some
links could be provided by double participation on the part of particular countries
in regional comparisons {as was the case for Austria and Japan in phase V).

Whether or not those links would be sound enough to enable the publication of the
interregional results without reservations would be decided after the work was
completed.

113, The Commission noted that preparatory work in respect of the phase VI
comparison in EEC, OECD and Europe Group 2 regions had already started. In those
regions the conditions for carrying out the Programme seemed favourable, and the
number of participating countries was expected to be somewhat higher than in
phase V. The most noteworthy development in those regions was the entry of the
Soviet Union into the Programme.

114, The Commission was pleased to note that the Inter-American Development Bank
offered substantial support for carrying out a Latin American comparison and that
other international organizations (EEC. World Bank) were also considering providing
technical assistance for that regional comparison. Spain also expressed its
willingness to participate and in that way to provide a link between the Latin
American and the EEC/OECD comparisons. The Commission alsc welcomed Japan's offer
to suppert the ESCAP comparison.

115. In other regions the situation was more uncertain. Since EEC could continue
its support for the African and Caribbean comparisons only on a reduced scale, it
was not yet clear in which form and with how many participants those regional
comparisons would be organized. Although some interest had been expressed by a few
countries of the region covered by the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) in respect of ICP, noc arrangements had been made for organizing a
comparison in that region./ '

116. The Commission was of the opinion that the Statistical Qfficé of the United
Nations Secretariat should retain its cc-ordinating role in ICP, evern if the world
comparison as such were discontinued and there were nc central responsibility for
the core comparisons. The Statistical Office's responsibility for methodeological
co-ordination and development, including the dissemination of the technical
information, would remain the same as in earlier phases of ICP.

Action ken b h i
117. The Commission:
{a) Endorsed the continuation of the Programme at least at the regional level
and, as a world comparison, Af resources permitted, and if it could be varried out

in such a way as to ensure the statistical soundness of the comparison:

{b} Reconfirmed the co-ordinating role of the Statistical Office ol the
UInited Nations Secretariat in ICF;

{c) Requested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to

convene a meeting of an intersecretariat working group on ICP te review the
organizational and other arrangements fov phase VI, the report of the group to be
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submitted to the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes and
Co-ordination of the Statistical Commission;

{d} Reguested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its
twenty-sixth session, a progress report on developments in phase VI of ICP and on
other related international comparison issues;

(e} Reguested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to
expedite the preparation and dissemination of technical documents connected with
ICP methodology and use of ICP data, particularly the handbook on ICP methods.
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Chaptexr VII

DEMOGRAPHIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS

A. P lation and b in ens

118. The Commission considered item 8 {a} of its agenda at its 427th and

428th meetings, on 9 February 1689. It had before it the report of the
Secretary-General on the general development and integration of methodological work
(E/CN.3/1989/15).

119. The Commission expressed appreciation to the Secretariat for its
methodological work and the preparations made thus far to promote the 1990 round of
population and housing censuses. Many members indicated that the United Nations
Principles and Recommendati for b lation and H in en 13/ and cther
publications prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat
were immensely useful for planning their 1990 censuses and urged that such
materials be given timely and wide distribution in the future. The need for
additional technical reports and training materials or courses focusing on specific
topics, for example migration, the economically active population, sampling,
special population groups, quality control procedures, data processing and software
packages, was stressed.

120. The Commission was informed of a range of national activities in connection
with the 1990 round of population and housing censuses. If was pleased to learn
that several countries had already taken their census in the 19%0 round, making use
of United Nations recommendations. In other countries, preparations to carry out
the census had already begun and, in some cases, had reached an advanced stage.
Governments were urged to commit the resources necessary to carry out a well-run
census and the complex operations required teo do so. .

121. At the same time, it was reccgnized that many developing courtries would
require multilateral and bilateral assistance to supplement their own resources.
The Commission expressed its appreciation te the United Nations Population Fund
{UNFPA} and other multilateral and bilateral agencies that were providing support
for country and regional activities in connection with the 1990 World Population
and Housing Census Programme. In addition, the importance of techmnical
co-gperation among developing countries was stressed, and several members expressed
the readiness of their countries to provide or exchange assistance in connection
with the census programme. Co-ordination of technical co-operation at the national
and international levels was also emphasized.

122. Several members stressed the impertance of the guality of the data collected
in population and housing censuses and suggested that increased use be made of
post-enumeration surveys and guality control procedures in order te examine both
the adequacy of census coverage and content. Concern was also expressed that a

. balance be maintained between using the census to obtain data on complex toplcs,

such as disability statistics., and keeping the census as simple as possible so0 as

13/ Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 67 (United Nations publication. Sales
Mo. E.80.XVII.8}.
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not to jeopardize its quality. There was general agreement that the necessary
training materials or workshops should be developed for use in the 1990 censuses.

123. The Commission was also informed of regional activities in connection with the
1990 World Populaticn and Housing Census Programme, including the Cairo
International Conference on Dissemination and Use of Census Data that took place in
Cctober 1988. The Conference had recommended, inter alia, the development of

(2) direct videotaped training materials for different types of census activity and
{b) a computer-based "expert system" capable of answering administrative, financial
and technical guestions for use by census managers.

124. The Commission emphasized the importance of new technologies in data
processing, publication, dissemination and use of population and housing census
data. In that regard, countries were urged, in co-operation with the United
Naticons and other multilateral and bilateral technical co-operation agencies, to
organize training courses and workshops for census users to make effective and
maximum use of census data.

125. Sampling in censuses, which had been recommended by the Commission, was
observed to be a growing feature of population censuses in many countries. In
addition, the use of "long” and “short” forms in enumeration had been increasing in
recent censuses. The undertaking of intercensal sample surveys had gradually
increased. The Commission urged all countries, within their capability, to make
full use of sampling-in the different census phases, namely data collection,
quality control, data processing, establishment of data bases and dissemination of
census data.

126. Finally, the Commission noted that many of the issues discussed under the

sub-item "Population and housing censuses" also related to issues discussed under
agenda item 10 "Technical co-operation” (see chap. IX}.

Action taken by the Commigsion

1i27. The Commission:

{(a) Nected with satisfaction that countries were making early preparations for
the 1990 population and housing censuses and that the United Nations Secretariat,
regional commissions and other bodies were taking steps to assist countries in
their census work;

(b} Reiterated the importance of census training in all regions and strongly
supported technical co-operation activities to improve training in, inter alia.
census management, sampling, gquality control procedures, data processing and
analysis and on topics related to economic characteristics, migration and special
population groups, and endorsed the recommendations ¢of the Cairo International
Conference on Dissemination and Use of Census Data for the development of videotape
training materials and an experi system in census taking;

(¢} Urged UNFPA and cther multilateral agencies to continue their support to

developing count.ies to enable them to meet national and subnational needs for data
in carrying out population and housing censuses;
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(d) Urged UNFPA, dQonor countries and Govermments of developing countries to
pledge contributions early, so as not to jeopardize target dates of census taking
or the completion of preparations;

(e) Stressed the importance of responding to user needs, and urged UNFPA to
encourage the holding of conferences between producers and users of census data
before and after censuses, in order to ensure full use of the data:;

(f) Stressed the importance of the guality of data and recommended that
post-enumeration surveys be carried out, whenever possible, and that work be
undertaken to establish data bases of census results, including those on special
population grouwps., and to integrate data on special population groups with related
socio-economic data;

{g) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its

twenty-sixth session, a report on progress in the 1990 World Population and Housing
Census Programme. |

B. Social statistics and indicators

128. The Commission considered item 8 {(b) of its agenda at its 428th, 429th and
431st meetings, on 9, 10 and 13 February 1989. It had before it the reports of the
Secretary-General ‘on international co-ordination of social statistics and
indicators and development of statistics and indicators on special population
groups (E/CN.3/1989/11) and on the development of guidelines on national accounts
for women's coeyribution to development (E/CN.3/1989/12).

129, The Commission was encouraged tc note increasing awareness of the need for
social statistics and indicators in both developed and developing countries in
order to assess socio-economic trends and problems and provide relevant inputs for
policy formulation and programme management. Previously, less interest had been
shown in social statistics in comparison with economic statistics.

130. The Commission discussed a number of issues facing countries in common.
including the importance of using population and housipng censuses as a basic source
of social and related indicators, supplemented by new infeormation from ongoing
household survey programmes as specific needs were identified and by civil
registration and administrative records; the development of sccial data bases on
microcomputers; the need for statistics on poverty; the importance of understanding
and documenting the underlying methodology in each subject field in order to avoid
misinterpretation and misuse of indicators; the usefulness of international
comparability:; and the importance of creating broad, general support for social
statistics.

131. A wide range of views were expressed on the importance and feasibilily of
developing a congeptual framework for integrated social statistics and for
indicators. Some members felt that little progress could be made until such an
agreed framework was developed. In that connection, the conceptual framework being
developed by the World Bank in the context of the Social Dimensions of Adjustment
{SDA) project was cited. Others felt that a simple, fiexible framework was a
necessary and reasonable approach in the absence of a rigorous system. Others
suggested that clear statements of policy objectives were a prerequisite for the
development of indicators.
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132. Various views were also expressed concerning the desirability and usefulness
of developing statistical models of social and related economic variables in
national statistical work. In some cases, simulation models developed for
microcomputers had been a very useful way of providing needed statistics to policy
makers that they could put to substantial use in the policy-making process. ‘Those
models, based on household survey data, were used to study the impact on social
variables of various proposed policy formulations. Use of synthetic data in such
models alsc ensured respect for privacy and confidentiality of social data, which
was a major concern in many countries. However, the view was also expressed that
such model-building might better be left to policy analysts, especially in-
developing countries, where the necessary skills were in short supply in
statistical services. The Commission agreed, however, that simple conceptual
framework., analyses and models had been valuable in identifying seriocus gaps in
the available data, pointing to essential improvements in basic data collection
programmes and providing an overall vision for work on soc¢ial information.

133. It was also suggested that a useful approach to work on social statistics and
indicators was to press ahead with general statistical compilation and publication
at the paticnal level. The nutrition surveillance programme developed by the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF} was cited as an example of a specialized
data collection activity that readily attracted strong funding support and could
quickly achieve a flow of much-needed and timely data in developing counktries.

134. The Commission éxpressed strong support for the work of the Statistical Office
on methodology and compilation of social statistics and indicators in the general
context of monitering and planning social and economic development and for special
population groups, including disadvantaged groups. It cited the usefulness and
importance of the work on statistics and indicators con women and on disabled
persons. The Commission noted the great interest in countries in those statistics
and the impertance of international co-operation in improving those statistics at
the national and international levels. It stressed the importance for work in
developing countries of training and other types of technical co—opération provided
by the United Nations and agreed that countries should also share their experience
bilaterally. Similar views were ezpressed concerning the development of statistics
on youth, children and the elderly. The Commission welcomed the plans of the
United Nations Office at Vienna to organize, in co-operation with.the Department of
Technical Co-operation for Development and the Statistical QOffice, a technical
workshop in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on indicators on the situation
of families. The Commission also agreed that improvement of statistics on poverty
was an urgent need and suggested that it should be given greater emphasis in
international work.

135. The Commission also expressed strong support for the continuwing work of the
Statistical Office in co-ordinating international work on social statistics and
indicators, including those on special population groups. It stressed the need to
aveoid overlapping or inconsistent methodologies and data compilation efforts and to
promote international comparability. It also stressed the importance of strong
co-ordination of social statistics and indicators at the national level by naticnal
statistical offices. As demands for and uses of indicatoers were multiplyiag
rapidly, for example in connection with special population groups and the
measurement of poverty, it was essential to maintain a strong c¢e-ordinating
framework within which series and indicators for a wide range of uses and users
could be developed on a cost-effective basis.
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136. The Commission noted the great demand at the national and internaticonal levels
for statistics on disabled persons and commended the work of the Statistical Office
in the development of methodology and compilation. WNational exzperience had shown
the value of population censuses and surveys for collecting those data and had
demonstrated the cost-effectiveness cof using, where feasible, one or two broad
digsability questions in the population census as a basis for des;gnlng and
implementing a more in- depth survey.

137. The Commission also emphasized the importance of improved presentation and
dissemination of social statistics and indicators. For erample, relatively
compact, attractive and frequent publications on general indicators or statistics
and on indicators on women and special population groups had found very wide
popularity in countries when aimed at a non-statistical and non-specialized
audience. Disaggregation of indicators to regional levels was also considered
useful. Many countries had set up special units in their statistical offices to
assemble available data on, for example, women and children, for policy makers.
The Commission stressed that developing countries should focus to the extent
possible on a minimum core of indicators necessary for poelicy-making to avoid
diffusion of effort.

138. The Commission noted with interest the pricrity given by UNICEF to desigaing
and promoting indicaters closely related to specific aspects of human welfare,
including, in its own fields of concern, infant and child mortality, immunization
and malnutrition. Such indicators should be based on data collection and
compilation programmes, most importantly household surveys, designed to monitor
short-term trends and provide results guickly and efficiently. The Commission
agreed that copnsiderable efforts should be made to ensure the collecticn of data
and compilation of indicators needed for monitoring human aspects of development in
preparation for the fourthjUnited Nations development decade.

139. In its discussion of the methodological development of econgmic accounts on
women's contribution to develepment to supplement the System of National Accounts,
undertaken by the Statistical Office and the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women pursuant to the recommendations of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, 14/ the Commission
agreed that a techmnical report on methods of compilation, valuwation and analysis in
that field would be of great value to countries. The report should be aimed at
assisting countries interested in developing their own statistics in that field and
ultimately at providing national planners with a complete picture of production in
the informal and household sectors, and of important activities in households
outside the production boundary. The Commission stressed the need to improve
understanding of women's roles in the economy, to rectify ineguities in women's
fconomic situations and to provide a more accurate and comprehensive basis for
social and economic planning.

140. The Commission cautioned that there were considerable technical and conceptual
challenges in such an undertaking and that it was unrealistic to expect that they

14/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality, Developmen nd P Rairchi,

15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.B5.IV.10), chap. I,
sect. A.
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could be thoroughly resclved in the foreseeable future. Thus, the work should
proceed in parallel to work on revision of the System of National Accounts but
should not interfere with the objectives and principles established in the revision
process. The Commission further pointed out that there were serious problems of
data availability for that work in countries. The data collected were fragmentary
and difficult to access and use. Far too few economic data were available by sex,
even where they would be relatively easy to prepare. The Commission strongly
supported the development of statistics on use of time as one of the most effective
means of filling in the most critical gaps.

141. The Commission:

{a) Endorsed the programmes of the Statistical Office of the United Nations
Secretariat in co-ordinating international work on social statistics, including the
new emphasis on the measurement of poverty, &nd on the development of statistics on
women, children, youth, the elderly, the disabled and other special population
groups;

{b) Recommended that further work in the Statistical Office focus on the
development of a co-ordinated United Nations system data base for selected social
statistics and indicators of common interest at the national and international
levels and that a progress report on the subject be submitted to the Commission at
its twenty-sixth session;

{c} hgreed/ihat a concerted effcort should be made in the United Nations
system to develop and disseminate appropriate methodclogies for the compilation of
indicators to assess human factors and social impacts of development in connection
with the preparations for the fourth United Nations development decade;

{d} Recommended that national and international statistical services ensure
that social statistics and indicators essential for reliable monitoring of human
factors and social impacts of development were collected and disseminated in
non-technical form on a frequent and timely basis and in a comparable form;

(e} Recommended that national and international statistical services give
full attention to the development of statistics on special population groups,
including children, youth, the elderly and the disabled and on the situation of
families, and to the measurement of poverty, and that technical co-operation in
those fields Dbe made available to countries;

(f) Commended the Statistical Office and other multilateral and bilateral
donors for the technical co-operation services and support that had been provided
to developing countries for the development of social statistics and indicators,
including statistics on women, children. youth, the elderly, the disabled and other
special population groups, and recommended that those services be further
strengthened:;

{5) Endorsed the programme of the Statistical OQffice, carried ocut in
co-operation with the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement cof Women, the United Nations Office at Vienna and other interested
agencies. on the developing of statistics and indicators on women, including
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statistics on the informal sector and women's contributions to development, and the
preparation of a technical report on methods of compiling economic accounts and
tables on women's contributions to production.

C. Environment statistics

142. The Commission considered item 8 (c} of its agenda at its 432nd meeting, on
13 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
environment statistics {(E/CN-3/1989/13) and the report of the Secretary-General
containing updated information onr the work of the Statistical Office of the United
Rations Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/22).

143, The Commission reaffirmed the high priority it had attached tc the environment
statistics programme at previous sessions and regretted that the programme was
still facing serious rescurce constraints. It considered that pressing )
environmental concerns in both industrialized and developing countries made it even
more important than previously to develop and implement scund and effective
environment statistics programmes at the national and international levels.

144. The importance of continuing the methodolegical work was stressed by the
Commission. It welcomed progress made in the preparation of technical reports on
statistics of the environmental aspects of human settlements 15/ and on statistics
of the natural environment, and expressed its appreciation of the assistance
provided by Statistics Canada.

145. The need tp develop statistics that described the interactions between
environmental concerns and socio-economic growth and development was stressed by
the Commission. General sgpport was expressed for efforts aimed at the integration
of environmental issues inte the framework of the System of National Accounts by
means of envirommental satellite accounts. The Commission attached high priority
to that prdgramme and welcomed the joint efforts of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the World Bank and the Statistical Office of the United Nations
Secretariat regarding the development of a framework for environmental satellite
accounting. The need to further extend the dialogue between statisticians,
national accountants, resource economists and environmentalists:in that field of
work was stressed, The Commission was pleased to learn that the Statistical Office
was able to secure extrabudgetary resources to develop the first draft of an
environmental accounting handbook. The representative of the World Bank indicaked
the Bank's intention to test the methodologies on environmental accounting in case
studies of country applications.

126. Various delegations described their experiences in and plans for collecting
and disseminating environment statistics and related indicators in their respective
countries. The Commission was also informed about progress made by the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA)} and the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) ir the
implementation of reqgional programmes of environment statistics and about similar
or related activities of other international organizations. A number of

15/ Concepts and Methods of Environment Statistics: Human Setitlements
Statistics - A Technical Report, Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 51 (linited

Nations publication, Sales No.E.88.XVII.4).
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representatives expressed regret that the regional programmes had not so far been
extended to all the regions owing to the lack of resources available to the
regional commissions.

147. The suggestion was made that high priority should be given to the .
harmonization and expansion of global environmental monitering in order to assist
in the assessment of international environmental problems. The view was also
expressed that there was a need to collect project-oriented environmental data at
the micro-level in view of the site-specific nature of most envircnmental issues,
including the dumping of toxic waste outside the country of origin.

148. Close co-operation between ECE and the Statistical Office should be maintained
on the guestion of the lead data bases, as well as on the methodological
development of enviromment statistics. A second consuwltative meeting on the
co-ordination of environment statistics., to take place in March 1989, was announced
by the representative of ECE. The Commission reiterated its view, already _
expressed during the discussion of agenda item 3 (a) (see chap. II, sect. A), that
some outputs of the work on methods of environment statistics of the Conference of
Eurcopean Statisticians might contribute to work at the global level.

149. The Commission emphasized the need to strengthen the leadership and
co-ordinating role of the Statistical Office in environment statistics, a field of
statistics that was developing rapidly. The identification of lead data bases for
statistical data collection was considered to be an efficient tool for aveiding
AQuplication of efforts and should bhe closely monitored and co-ordinated by the
Statistical Office with the assistance of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities. As faf as the further development of the methodological work in the
field cof enviromment statistics was concerned, the Commission noted the necessity
of establishing a set of highjlpriority programmes and of appropriate organizations
to carry out the programmes. It urged that the matter be included in the report to
be prepared by the Statistical Office for submission to the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session. That set of programmatic suggestions should also be reviewed
by the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities.

150. The Commission recognized that the implementation of the work programme of the
Statistical Cffice would reguire the allocation of substantial additional
resources, which would have tc be obtained from extrabudgetary sources. The
Commissicon noted that approaches te UNEP and its Governing Council to secure
financial support feor a global programmme on environment statistics, requested by
the Commission at its twenty-fourth session, had not so far been successful. The
establishment of a working group, along the lines of the Voorburg Group, which was
experienced in service statistics, consisting of specialists from interested
Governments, was suggested as a means of accelerating the environment statistics
programme of the Statistical Office. Ways and means would need to be found to
ensure the participation of developing countries in that effort,

151. The Commission was pleased to note that planned co-operation with the
International Statistical Institute appeared to be leading to the preparation of
video material on environment statistics for training purposes. Possible
collaboration with the regional commissions in the areas of energy and environment
statistics was envisaged by the Institute.
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152. The Commission expressed the need for environmental statistical
classifications, since members felt that work in the field of the environment
should be project oriented.

Action taken by the Commission

153. The Commission:

{a) Confirmed the continuing high priority of the enviromment statistics
programme ;

{b} Expressed its appreciation of the progress made in the preparation of
technical reports on environment statistics and regquested that that work continue:

{c} Commended the joint efforts of UNEP, the Worid Bank, the Statistical
Office of the United Nations Secretariat and other organizations on the linkage of
environmental accounting te the System of National Accounts by means of satellite
acceounts and endorsed the preparation of a handbook on emnvirommental accounting;

{d) Requested that support be given to the regional commissions in the
implementation of their enviromment statistics programmes, with a view to enabling
the participation of those commissions that had not yet embarked on a regional
programme of environment statistics;

(e) Recomménded that .a group of specialists from interested countries should
be established to assist the Statistical Qffice in the development and
implementation of the envirpnment statistics programme on the understanding that
ways would be found to enable both developed and developing countries to
participate; H

(f} GStressed the need to strengthen the co-ordinating role of the Statistical
Office in the development of concepts, methods and classifications of environment
statistics, the development and use of international environmental data bases and
the promotion of regional programmes of environmment statistics;

{g} Stressed the need for securing extrabudgetary resources or otherwise
mobilizing external support for rapid implementation of the environment statistics
programme of the Statistical Office and the regional commissions;

{h} Requested that a report on methods of enviromment statistics, developed
under the work programme of the Conference of European Statisticians, be submitted
to the Commission at its twenty-sixth session;

(i) Regquested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its

twenty-sixth session, a report on progress made in the development of environment
statisties and future plans in that regard.

D. Patterns of consumption: qualitative aspects of development

154. The Commission considered item 8 (Qd) of its agenda at its 431zt and
434th meetings, on 13 and 15 February 1989. It had before it the report of the
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Secretary-General and the United Nations Research Institute for Seocial Development
{UNRISD) entitled "Development of indicators on patterns of consumption:
qualitative aspects ¢f development”™ (E/CN.3/1989/14).

155. The Commission expressed its appreciation of the work done by UNRISD and the
Statistical Office of the United Naticons Secretariat in that field, pursuant to
General Assembly resolution 40/179. It agreed that there was an urgent need for
methodological work on indicators to assess qualitative aspects of development in
the long term and in connection with the preparations for the fourth United Nations
development decade. The case studies undertaken by UNRISD would be very valuable
in identifying data socurces and gaps relative to the needed indicators. it was
suggested that the case-studies currently under way should be expanded in terms of
country coverage to include countries which had collected suitable socio-economic
data. The Commission also emphasiged the importance of future basic research on
the development process. Members expressed their concern that development should
be considered as a whole, including economic, technological and social
development. It noted that such research might draw on the related research
efforts of the World Bank and other organizations.

156. The Commission alsc noted the need for reviewing a wide range of development
indicators and asked that all of the interested agencies of the United Nations
system should be consulted to further develop the list of series and
classifications for indicators contained in annex I to document E/CN.3/1989/14,
Previous work on development indicators and basic needs by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAC)., the International Labour
Orgarisation (1LO¥ and the World Bank, as well as in the Bandbocok on Social
lndicators 16/ should be taken into account in the review.

J
157. The Commission noted with appreciation the proposal of the Government of
Morocco to act as host to a meeting of a group of high-level experts and interested
members of the Commission to review the work on indicators. The Commission agreed
that such a meeting could be a useful forum for synthesizing national and
international experiences and gbjectives. It stressed that the experts invited
should come from countries at all levels of development.

158, The Commission also expressed its concern that further work in the field
should be fully co-ordinated and complementary with existing national and
international programmes on soclal statistics and indicators. It agreed that the
programmes of FAO and the World Bank would be of special relevance and should be
taken intc account in the preparation of the report submitted to the Statistical
Commission at its twenty-sixth session. Given the severe constraints on resources
in those programmes, maximum integration and consistency were essential. It also
agreed that further work would have to be carried out on the basis of
extrahbudgetary funds and urged interested donors to provide the resources needed
for the work. The Commission agreed that in developing countries, special
attention to strengthening their capacity and to improving dissemination and
analysis capabilities for social statistics and indicators was needed if any
lasting results were to be achieved. It also noted the great technical
difficulties countries faced in developing indicators appropriate to the diversity

16/ Studies in Methods, Series F. No. 49 {(United Nations publication, Sales
Ho. E.89.XVII.6).
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of cultural}, geographical and eccnomic traditiong and circumstances within
countries.

Action by the Commisgsion
159. The Commission:

{a) Endorsed the work undertaken by UNRISD and the Statistical QOffice of the
United Nations Secretariat pursuant to General Assembly resolution 40/179;

{b) Urged interested donors to provide extrabudgetary funds for UNRISD to
increase the number of its case studies to ensure representation frem as many
geographical regions as possible and include developing countries at various levels
of development; :

{c} Requested UNRISD to make the necessary contacts with the Goversnment of
Morocce and other interested organizations, including the World Bank and the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat in order to convene a meeting
of high-level experts on development indicators to review the results of the work
in progress and to explore the availability of extrabudgetary resources;

{d} Emphasized that the whole issue of development should be dealt with,
including social, economic, technologial and environmental aspects, aand treated in
the light of their interrelationship, even if the different areas were addressed
separately;

(e) Requested the Secretary-Gemeral and UNRISD tc prepare, in close
co-operation with the other organizations inveolved, a final report on the
case-studies and gualitative aspects of development for consideration by the
Statistical Conmission at its twenty-sixth session, as a basis for reporting to the
Economic and Social Council.

166. At the 431st meeting, on 13 February, the representative of Morocco introduced
a dAraft resolution (B/CN.3/1986/L.6) entitled "Patterns of consuﬁption and

gualitative indicators of development”.

161. At its 434th weeting, on 15 February, the Commission adopted the draft
regolution, as orally amended {(see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution II).
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h VIII

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION OF METHODOLOGICAL WORK

162. The Commission considered item 9 of its agenda at its 432nd meeting, on
13 February 198%9. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on general
development and integration of methodological work (E/CN.3/1989/15).

163, The Commission:

{a} Took note of the report of the Secretary-General and agreed that comments
should be submitted in writing to the Statistical Qffice of the United Nations
Secretariat; the Statistical Office would prepare a summary of the comments for
submission to the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes and
Co-crdination at its thirteenth session;

(b) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to it, at its twenty-sixth
session, a further report on general development and integration of methodological

work.
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h r IX

TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION

A. Technical go-operation in sgtatigtics

164. The Commission considered item 10 (a) of its agenda at its 429th meeting, on
10 February 1989. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
technical co-operation activities in statisties (E/CN.3/1989/16) and the report of
the Secretary-General containing updated information on the work of the Statistical
Office of the United Nations Secretariat {E/CN.3/1989/22).

165. The Commission was of the opinion that technical co-coperation was a subject of
paramount concern. It stressed that the output of an effective maticnal
statistical system was essential for sound development planning and programmes.
Technical co-operation programmes in statistics and statistical data processing had
enabled many developing countries te strengthen their national statistical
capabilities and outputs. )

166. The Commission was pleased to observe that the overall level of funding for
technical co-operation programmes in statistics of the United Nations system had
increased during the past year and that a further increase was expected with the
support from UNFPA for country projecis related to the 1990 round of population and
housing censuses. The Commission was also pleased to learn of other multilateral
and bilateral programmes of technical co-operation in statistics in various regions
and countries. .

J
167. The Commission noted that statistical training was an area of continuing
importance and urged the Department of Technical Co-operation for:Development and
the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to make every effort to
ensure that the greatest attention was given to the training component in their
technical co-operation activities. It expressed concern that in technicgal
co-operation projects executed by the United Nations, the share of resources
available for economic statistics was diminishing and urged that efforts be made to
strengthen technical co-operation in that area.

168. The Commission also stressed the importance of further strengthening the
capabilities of developing countries in statistical data processing and
informatics. It was pleased teo note the extensive efforts to that ernd made by the
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development, with substantive support from
the Statistical Office, as well as the efforts of other multilateral and bilateral
technical co-operation agencies. It emphasized that support was required for
hardware, software and a diverse range of training needs. In that connection, the
Commission urged the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development to foster
the establishment of regional training centres for data systems and informatics.
The Commission was pleased to note the efforts being made by the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development and the Statistical Office in providing training to statisticians in
the use of ASYCUDA {Automated System for Customs Data) software for processing
customs data and obtaining statistical outputs.
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169. The Commission acknowledged with satisfaction the improvement in the scope and
content of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1989/16). The report
provided a useful overview of the activities being undertaken. A number of
suggestions for further improving the report were made: presenting information on
expenditures in real terms; bringing out more clearly the full extent of
expenditures on training, since significant expenditures now classified under
personnel or equipment might actually be devoted to training; ensuring that
agencies contributing information had an opportunity to review the tahular
information in the report before it was made final; and finding a way of including
information on the expenditures of recipient countries on technical co-operation
projects. However, in view of the resource limitations in the Statistical Office
and the Z4-page limitation on documents, the Commission recognized that it might
not be possible to implement all those suggestions.

170. The Commission was pleased to learn that an updated edition of the Directory
of Technical Co-operation in Statistics (ST/ESA/STAT/105/Rev.2) would be issued
shortly. It noted that the Directory, which included information on technical
co-operation in statistic¢s available from bilateral and multilateral agencies,
would be useful for developing countries seeking international assistance.

171, The Commission noted with appreciation the International Statistical
Institute's effort to develop a series of educational video-cassettes on various
aspects of statistical work for use in statistical training in interested
countries. It commended the Statistical Office's collaboration in that project,
which was intended to meet the needs of countries, particularly of statistically
less developed cotntries, in a cost-effective way.

172. The Commission noted that in recent years the Statistical Office had assisted
countries in strengthening their statistical systems through technical co-operation
related to new areas or developments in statistics, including new ipitiatives in
civil registration and vital statisties and statistics on women, disabled persons
and other special population groups. The Commission endorsed such efforts.

173. The Commission stressed the importance of proper ceo-ordination in achieving a
sound and cost-effective technical co-operation effort. It noted that a variety of
co-ordination mechanisms existed, as already discussed under agenda item 3 {a) (see
chap. II, sect. A) and stressed once again the critical role of the recipient
country in the co-ordination process. It also recognized the importance of
co-ordination among organizations providing technical co-operation in statistics.
It emphasized that the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat should
continue to serve as the focal point in promoting the co-ordination of technical
co-operation projects in statistics. To that end, it welcomed the proposal that
the Statistical Office routinely obtain summary information on ongeing and planned
activities from national statistical offices and others providing technical
co-operation in statistics and disseminate it on request. The Commission was
pleased to learn of the c¢o-ordinating activities of UNFPA in the broad field of
pepulation, including basic data collection.
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174. The Commission:

(a} Stressed the importance it attached to technical co-operation programmes
with developing countries and endorsed the current technical co-operation
activities in statistics carried out by the Department of Technical Co-operation
for Development with the substantive support of the Statistical Office of the
United Nations Secretariat;

{b) Stressed the importance of a balanced programme of technical co-operation
covering economic, social and demographic statistics and statistical organization
and management;

{c} Emphasized the continued need for support for statistical data processing
and informatics;

(d} Emphasized the importance of the training component in the implementation
of country projects and urged that resources allocated to that component be
increased;

{(e) Recommended that the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development
take the lead, in co-operation with the Statistical Office, in promoting capacities
in data systems and informaties technology;

{(£) Expreé%ed its support for new initiatives in techmical co-operation
related to the generation of trade statistics, educational video-cassettes, civil
registration and vital statfistics, and statistics on women and disabled persons;

{g) Stressed the importance of co-ordination in multilateral and bilateral
technical co-operation statistical activities and urged the Statistical Office to
play a leading role in promoting such co-ordination in collaboration with other
international organizations:

(h) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its
twenty-sixth session, a report on technical co-operation in statisties, taking into
account in so far as possible the suggestions made by the Commission at its
twenty-fifth session.

B. £ ist3 nd igtical
evel in in i

175. The Commission considered item 10 (b) of its agenda at its 431lst meeting, on
13 February 198%. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
current state of statistics and statistical development in developing countries
{E/CN.3/1989/17). '

176. The Commission was of the opinion that the report was useful and agreed that
the topic was of continuing interest to both multilateral and bilateral donors and
to developing countries that were recipients of technical co-operaticn in
statistics. The Commission recalled the fact that the topic had been discussed
during the past two sessions of the Commission.
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177. The Commission welcomed the efforts made by the Statistical Office of the
United Nations Secretariat to show in the report the progress made by countries.
Some representatives, however, were of the opinion that the report did not go far
enough, especially since the data on the availability of statistics for the
subject-matter areas listed were provided only up to 1980. One representative said
that no data about availability of debt or other financial statistics had been
included and stressed that that would have been useful to international
organizations whose work covered those subjects. Another representative said that
the information provided for certain subject-matter areas, such as health, was
somewhat misleading, since such areas covered a variety of units and the
informaticn might refer only to some of those units. In addition, for one region,
data availability for a2 limited number of countries was included because some
countries had very few statistics, and primary development work in statistics had
only just begun in those countries. The Commissicn also noted the inability of
developing countries to provide information on the total amount of technical
co-operation activities in statistics they received.

178. The Commission was of the opinion that the report would have beenr more useful
if it had addressed in more detail the timeliness, guality and coverage of
statistics obtained from the developing countries, A few representatives, however,
noted that lack of timely statistics from developing countries was widely
recognized and that guality was difficuit teo measure. The representative of ESCAP
referred to a recent seminar held in the region at which timeliness and guality of
statistics was discussed and suggested that the report of the seminar might provide
useful ideas that could be applicable to developing countries in other regioms.

179. Despite the limitations of the report of the Secretary-General, the Commission
was in broad agreement with ghe strateg;es proposed concerning (a) identification
of the value of statistics, {b} 2 balanced approach to technical co-operation,

{c) statistical training, {d) data processing, (e} techrnical advice to countries,
(f) statistical organization and management, {(g) co-ordination of technical.
co-operation activities and (h} the needs of the statistically least developed
countries. The Commission noted that although the report @did not explicitly refer
to bilateral technical co~cperation activities in statistics, the conclusions that
could be drawn from the bilateral pregrammes generally supported those strategies.
The Commission also noted that the preparation and dissemination of manuals and
other methodological materials for use by developing countries should have been
included among the strategies proposed,

180. The Commissicn re-emphasized its opinion that co-ordination of technical
ce-operation activities in statistics was very important, and stressed that there
was a need for effective co-ordination of those activities. One representative
noted that it would have been helpful if the report had suggested some practical
ways by which co-ordination could be achieved.

181. The Commission believed that the suggested emphasis on further strengthening
regional and subregional advisory services should not be interpreted to indicate
that there was no longer a need for resident country experts. In addition, several
representatives recalled the fact that the strategies propesed in the repert had
been the subject of discussion over many years and said they would have liked the
report to have contained a discussion on the extent to which those strategies had
led to improvement, not only in the range of statistics provided by the developlng
countries but alsc in the timely availability of those statistics and their
quality. The Commission noted that because of the limitation in the amount of
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resources available, it was difficult to prepare a more detailed and extensive
report that would adequately address all the concerns expressed,

182. The Commission:

{a) Expressed its appreciation of the work of the Statistical Qffice of the
United Nations Secretariat in trying to assess the current state of statistics and
statistical development in developing countries;

(b) Noted the limitations of the content of the report of the :
Secretary-General (E/CN.9/1989/17) and expressed the opinion that it would have
been more useful if resources had been available so that the report could have
included references to quality, timeliness and coverage, additional subject-matter
areas such as debt and financial transactions, and could have addressed more
explicitly certain subject-matter areas such as health;

{c} Endorsed the strategies proposed in the report as useful quides for
multilateral and bilateral technical co-operation in statistics.

C. i hel rv ili r

183, The Commission considered item 10 {(c¢) of its agenda at its 430th meeting, on
10 February 198 It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
long-range future of the National Household Survey Capabxllty Programme
(E/CN.3/1989/18). J

184. The Commission recognized with appreciation the progress made' by the National
Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP) over the past decade and, in
particular, the world-wide interest it had generated in the role of household
surveys as a means of collecting much needed information on the demographic, social
and socio-economic aspects of household populations. It also emphasized the
continued relevance of NHSCP as an instrument for providing the means to monitor
the implementation of the proposed new international development strategy as well
as the progress achieved in attaining targets called for in various other
development initiatives. : :

185. The Commission noted that the Programme, currently in operation in 30
developing countries, had made considerable progress during the past two years and
was well set to meet the target coverage of 45 countries by 1991 in accordance with
the plan of operations approved by its Programme Review Committee. It alsc noted
with appreciation the proposal to organize subregicnal projects for areas, such as
the Caribbean which, if successful, could be extended to other similarly situated
groups cof smaller countries. The Commission expressed its appreciation to UNDP,
UNFPA and UNICEF and the bilateral donor agencies whlch provide financial support
to the NHSCP country survey programmes.

186. The Commission indicated great interest in, and appreciation of, the high
quality of the series of technical studies, guidelines and manuals already
published or at various stages of preparation and suggested for consideration
similar studies on (a) estimation of sampling and non-sampling errors and
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{b) methodology for the effective coverage of elusive population groups and
infrequent occurrences. It also welcomed the propesals to organize interregional,
regional and subregional workshops and training programmes to introduce and promote
the use of those studies and, in that context as well as in other forms of
capability building, suggested technical co-cperation among developing countries
wherever possible.

187. The Commission emphasized the need for proper documentation and wide
dissemination of the survey experience of NHSCP participants and welcomed in that
connection the revival of the NHSCP Reporter in a revised form. It also suggested
the organization of a documentation centre for household surveys as a part of NHSCP.

188. The Commission appreciated the manner in which the Programme had been managed
and funds secured, including $6 million in the past two years, for the assistance
of participating countries., It emphasized the need for the continuwatiocn of such
assistance even after 1991 when NHSCP as a project was expected to terminate. .It
noted that the responsibility for continued technical co-operation in household
survey activities would eventually be taken over by the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development through the Statistical Office. It emphasized the
need for the extension of further technical co-operation on surveys, including
advice to countries in the maintenance phase of the programme and to those
embarking on new survey programmes, as well as for assistance in mobilizing the
requisite funding support,.

189. The Commission stressed the need for co-operation and co-ordination in
household survey activities at the national level as well as at the international
level. Indeed,.it observed that NHSCP had been a good model for inter-agency
co-operation in statistical development. It recalled in that connection Economic
and Social Council resolut%pn 1979/5, in which the Council requested the
Secretary-General, in collaboration with the agencies concerned, to co-ordinate
technical co-operation activities in the field of household surveys within the
context of NHSCP and alsc stroagly urged the multilateral and bilateral donor
agencies to provide resources to help developing countries implement their survey
development plans within the framework of the Programme, as part of their technical
co-gperation activities, and ensure that the survey activities they might promote
would be compatible with and contrlbute to the Programme.

190. The Commission noted in that context the arrangements already worked out for
collaberation with the Pan-Arab Project for €hild Development {PAPCHILD) and the
growing co-operation with specialized agencies, such as ILO, FAQ, the World Health
Organization and the United Nations Educational, Scientific¢ and Cultural
Organization, and funding agencies, such as UNFPA and UNICEF, in the promotion of
household survey activities of mutual interest. It alsc stressed the need for
effective co-ordination between NHSCP and the Living Standards Measurement Study
(LSMS)} and Social Dimensions of Adjustment (SDA)} programmes, sponsored by the World
Bank, and noted in that connection the centinuing dialogue and exchange of ideas on
the modalities of co-ordination between the Statistical Office and the Bank. It
emphasized in that context that it was essentially for countries to determine the
type of survey programme they needed to meet their own requirements and noted with
interest the inclusion of LSMS surveys within the NHSCP programmes in some of the
participating countries.

191. The Commission recognized with appreciation the supportive role played by the
regional economic and scocial commissions in the promotion and implementation of
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NHSCP and noted with concern the depleted strength of the regional teams largely
attributable to budgetary constraints and reiterated the paramount need for
strengthening the regional commissions through additional extrabudgetary support.

192. The Commissgion:

{(a}) Noted with appreciation the progress made in the implementation of NHSCP
under the guidance of the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat and
endorsed its work programme for 1989-1990;

(b) Supported the suggestions for the future presented by the
Secretary-General and emphasized in that context the need for further donor support
for country level as well as regional and global level activities on a continuing
basis well beycond 1981;

{c) Recognized the supportive role played by the regional commissions and
reiterated the need for strengthening the regional teams;

(@) Emphasized the need for effective co-ordination with other housshold
survey programmes in operation, such as LSMS and SDA of the World Bank, and
welcomed the collaborative arrangements already in place and under further
consideration;

(e) Requeséed the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission, at its
twenty-sixth session, & further report on the progress of NHSCP and its
co-ordination with other honsehold survey programmes.

D. HWor Bank initiati in th igqn nen
in d

193. The Commission considered item 10 (d) of its agenda at its 430th meeting, on
10 February 198%9. It had before it the report of the World Bank' on World Bank
initiatives in the design of permanent integrated household surveys
(E/CN.3/1989/19). It welcomed the report and expressed its gratitude to the World
Bank for preparing it.

194. The Commission noted that the Living Standards Measurement Study {(LSMS) had
been launched by the World Bank in 1980, essentially as a research project. The
World Bank pointed out that the study had been launched in response to the need for
reliable data at the household level to Study the issues of poverty and iiving
standards. The study had a threefold objective: collection of policy-relevant
high-quality data, rapid processing of results and appropriate policy-oriented
analysis of data. Such research had been successfully carried out in a small
number of countries and had been found useful. On the other hand, an opinion was
expressed that the data were of limited value, particularly in view of their highly
aggregated form. The Commission also noted that LSMS had now moved into an
operational phase and several countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America and the
Caribbean had either taken up or proposed to take up integrated multi-subject
surveys of the LSMS type on a continuous basis. It welcomed, in that connection,
both the co-operation that existed between NHSCP and LSMS, and the proposal to
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undertake in some countries an LSMS type of survey within the framework of NHSCP.
It further noted that the World Bank would continue to document in detail and
disseminate widely both the positive and negative experiences of LSMS, including
the uses made of the data, for the benefit of future users of LSMS methodology.

195. The Commission welcomed the main objectives of the World Bank's new Social
Dimensions of Adjustment (SDA) project for sub-Saharan Africa., funded by UNDP and
the African Development Bank, as well as by some bilateral donors. It was reported
that some 30 countries in sub-Saharan Africa had indicated interest in
participating irn that project. The project had as one of its main statistical
objectives the development and implementation of permanent integrated household
surveys as an input into the measurement, assessment and analysis of the impact of
macro-ecuromic policies on population grouwps in the process of structural
adjustment. The project envisaged data collection, analysis and policy research in
an integrated fashion and was thus unique and innovative in that respect. The
Commission observed that, because ¢f its well-articulated potentialities for the
collection of data for use in the design and implementation of structural
adjustment programmes, the project had attracted considerable attention from
potential donors and policy makers in several African countries.

196. The Commission welcomed the emphasis the SDA project placed on strengthening
national statistical and analytical capabilities in Africa and noted with
satisfaction that the project would function within a framework of international
collaboration. The Commission also noted with appreciation the strong national
orientation of the SDA project and the mechanisms envisaged for user consultations
within the part%pipatinq countries, and it welcomed the emphasis on flexibility in
the design of the mational programmes to meet national needs, including the
strengthening and development of analytical capabilities. The Commission suggested
that the social content of Ahe project be strengthened.

197. The Commission noted the use of modern data-processing technology and
development of appropriate software for the gquick tabulation of survey data and
production of survey results, A few members, however, stressed the desirability of
using technology appropriate to the conditions and needs of each couﬁtry. '

198. The Commissior noted that the conceptual framework of the SDA project, which
included the proposed survey methodology, was to be discussed at a series of
meetings with the fupding agencies, representatives of national Governments - both
users and statisticians - and international and regional orgarnizaticns, including
NHSCP, and that it would be finalized in the light of those discugsions. An
opinion was expressed that an integrated data set could be ideal for those
purposes, although not necessarily for all household surveys; nor might it be
practical for all countries. The hope was expressed that the usability of the
information collected on the basis of small samples, as proposed for the purposes
envigsaged, would be given due consideration in finalizing the framework, The World
Bank indicated that large enough samples would be used,

199. In view of the multi-subject coverage and permanent nature of the survey
programme, the Commission urged the Bank to take full account of the existing
projected statistical activities in general, and household survey programmes in
particular, to avoid the possible disruption of ongoing work in the countries
concerned. Some members expressed ungualified support for the programme, while
others, in expressing qualified support, urged the World Bank to take account &f
other statistical programmes of national relevance that should not be disrupted or
swamped.
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200. The Commission reiterated the need and welcomed the desire for effective
co-ordination between SDA and NHSCP in Africa and observed that the survey
programmes envisaged in the tweo projects were mutually compatible and, indeed,
could reinforce each other. The representative of the World Bank identified the
elements of co-ordination it sought: inter alia, exchange of documentation and
programme plans, joint NHSCP and SDA appraisal missions, consultations with
specialized agencies and ECA, co-ordination of survey programmes at the country
level, and sharing of experiences. He said that while it would not be possible to
fully integrate or fuse the two programmes, their complementary nature would be
emphasized for the benefit of participating Govermments. The Commission, in that
connection, nevertheless emphasized the pivotal role of the country concerned in
determining the needs and the nature of the survey programme it would undertake.

201. The complementary roles of the two programmes were generally recognized, and
in that context one member suggested that assistance rendered to them should depend
on the following criteria: '

{a} That neither project would compete with the other or seek to disrupt the
other, even incidentally;

{k} That no effort would be made to impose any particular survey on any
country:

{c¢) That the two projects would aim at capability-building;

(d) That the two projects would primarily produce data usable for the country
as well as the International community;

{e) That in the case &f the SDA project, with its emphasis on producing
inputs for policy-making, it should seek multi-round, multi-year funding.
Some of the develeoped countries and international organizations engaged in funding
both the NHSCP and the SDA projects indicated that they were prepared to provide
assistance for country level projects and emphasized the importance of
co-ordination.

202. The Commission welcomed and noted with appreciation the desire for mutual
co-operation expressed by both the World Bank and the Statistical Office of the
United Nations Secretariat and the steps already taken for such co-operation. In
particular, it noted with satisfaction that the Statistical Office was represented
on the SDA project Steering Committee and the World Bank had 211 along been a
member of the NHSCP Programme Review Committee, and that further proposals for
co-ordination and collaboration had been exchanged between the two organizations.
It also welcomed the involvement of ECA and other international agencies in the
implementation of the SDA project, which was essential for its success.

203. The Commission:
(a) Took note of the LSMS experience as presented and endorsed the World

Bank's effort to continue tc document in detail and ‘disseminate widely the
experiences of LSMS, including the uses made of the data;
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{b) Endorsed the SDA project as an important and unigue initiative in
capability-building in Africa directed at data gathering and use in the formulation
of naticnal policies for structural adjustment;

{c} Welcomed the main objectives of the SDA project and the widespread
attention it had attracted, particularly at the country level:

{d)} Emphasized its understanding that in implementation of the SDA programme,
account would be taken of ongoing national and regiona) statistical activities and
that it would be carried out in cecllaboration with NHSCP and other programmes;

{e) Appreciated the ongoing efforts at achieving co-ordination between the
SDA project and NHSCP and urged the need to aveid duplication and disruption of
ongoing work in the countries;

{f£) Nocted that the conceptual framework of the SDA programme, which included
the proposed survey methodelogy, would be finalized after a series of meetings with
international, regicnal and country level officials, following which a revised
document would be prepared;

{g} Invited the World Bank to prepare a further report on the progress of
LSMS and SDA programmes, including fuller details of the survey methodelogy
proposed for the SDA programme, for submission to the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session.

1

S
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Chapter X

CO-ORDINATION AND INTEGRATION OF INTERNWNATIONAL
STATISTICAL PROGRAMMES

204. The Commission considered item 11 of its agenda at its 432nd meeting, on
13 February 1989. 1t had before it the report of the Working Group on
International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination on its twelfth session
{E/CN.3/1989/20)}.

205, The Commission noted that in its report the Working Grouwp had set cut its
views on:

(a} Co-ordination of ad hoc requests to Member States for statistics from
non-statistical units of the United Nations and other intermational organizations
{paras. 50-51);

(b} Co-ordination of recurrent statistical data collection, processing and
sharing among internstional organizations (paras. 52-55);

{c} Representation of regional intergovernmental statistical bodies in the
Statistical Commission (paras. 56-58);

{d) Co-ordination of international statistical activities as a special topic
{paras. 59-61). Y

These views were considered by the Commission under ageada item 3 (a) (see

chap. II, sect. A}. The Conmission also noted that the Working Group had expressed
views on special topics to be taken up by the Statistical Commission at sessions
following the twenty-fifth session (para. 62). These views were considered by the
Commission under agenda item 13 (see chap. XII}. The Commission further noted that
the Working Group had reviewed progress and plans on the revision of the System of
National Accounts and enviromnment statistics {paras. 63-66).

206. The Commission considered the composition of the Working Group and the dates
for its thirteenth session.

207. The Commission:

{a) Agreed that the composition of the Working Group on International
Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination at its thirteenth session should be as
follows:

(i} Officers of the Statistical Commission at its twenty-fifth session:

Chairman: Luis Alberto Beccaria (Argentina)
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(ii}

{(b)

Vigce-Chairmen: Hermann Haberman (United States of America)
M. A. Korolev {Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics)
Hiroyasu Kudo (Japan)
R rteur: Awad Mokhtar Hallouda (Egypt)
Representatives of States members of the Statistical Commission:
Emmanuel Oti Boateng (Ghana)

S. M. Ishague (Pakistan)

Agreed that the following representatives of States members of the

Statistical Commission would act as alternates!

{c)

Carlos Jarque Uribe (Mexico), alternate to Luis Alberto Beccaria (Argeétina}
Nouridine Bouraima {Togo), alternate to Emmanuel Oti Boateng (Ghana}
Zhang Sai (China), alternate to S. M. Ishaque {Pakistan);

Recommended that the thirteenth session of the Working Group be held at

Geneva from 11 to 14 September 1989.
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h r XI

PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

£y s

A. Progr rforma n m m

208. The Commission considered item 12 (a) of its agenda at its 431st meeting, on
13 February 1989. It had before it the reports of the Secretary-General containing
an overall review of the statistical work of international organizations for the
period 1986 to June 1988 (E/CN.3/1989/21) and updated information on the work of
the Statistical Qffice of the United Nations Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/22).

Excerpts from the report of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on its
twenty-eighth session (A/23/16 {(Part I}, paras. 21 and 137} and the report of the
Secretary-General on the programme performance of the United Nations for the
biennium 1986-1987 (A/43/326 and Corr.l and Add.l) were made available to the
Commission.

-

209. The Commission:

(a) Expressed its general satisfaction with the progress made by the
international orGanizations in implementing their work programmes;

{b} Reguested the Secfetary—General to submit to the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session a progress report on the statistical work of international
organizations. .

B. Proposed programme of work for the bienniunm 1990-1991

210. The Commission considered item 12 (b) of its agenda at its 432nd meeting, on
13 February 1%89. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the
proposed work programme of the Statistical Office for the bienpium 1990-1991 and
preliminary proposals for the mediuwm-term plan for the period 1992-1997
(BE/CN.3/1989/24) and a note by the Secretary-General containing the proposed work
programme and related information (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.1).

211. The Commigsion expressed satisfaction with the proposed work programme and
agreed that it was well balanced, especially in the light of declining resources
brought about by the financial crisis currently faced by the United Nations.
Several members of the Commission commended the Statistical Office for its
accomplishments in spite of diminished resources, particularly in the areas of the
revision of the System of National Accounts (8NA}, and the updating and
harmonization of standard internatiomal classifications and the Central Product
Classification (CPC). The Commission noted the potentially adverse impact of the
increasing vacancy rate, which was 139 work-months in the biennium 1984-1985,

226 in the biennium 1986-1987, and estimated to be 292 in the biennium 1988-1989.

212. The Commission noted with considerable concern the proposed deletion of the

Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics from the work programme. Previous
issues of the Compendiuwm had played a key rcle in the work of the United Nations
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Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the Commission on Human Settlements in
assisting countries in policy planning and management to meet the challenges posed
by extremely rapid urbanization in the developing countries. The Commission felt
that since the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 had just been adopted
by the General Assembly {resolution 43/181), discontinuation of the Compendivm in
the biennium 1990-1991 was particularly untimely.

213, Several members expressed regret that the Statistical Cffice might not be able
to undertake work in areas identified for additional emphasis during the present
session of the Commission, such as the full range of work needed to develop and
implement the revised SNA, fellow-up work on ISIC and CPC, new rounds of censuses
in population, housing and industry, further work on environment statistics,
services statistics, statistics on women and disabled persons and so forth. Since
it was doubtful that resources from the regular budget for all that important work
would be forthcoming in the short or medium term, it was recommended that the
Statistical Office endeavour to mobilize additional extrabudgetary resources or
advance its work. particularly in the area of methodological development, by
developing other approaches.

214. Several different options were suggested, all of which embodied the principles
(a) that the leadership and co-ordinating role of the Statistical Office should bhe
preserved and (b) that the mechanism used should be inclusive s0 as tc ensure that
all countries interested in a particular area of work would be able to
participate. The Commission reconfirmed that whatever mechanisms were developed,
the Commission it&elf, on global matters, and the regional intergovermnmental
statistical bodies would be needed to provide overall direction and guidance.

215. Among the suggestions ﬁ;s a proposal for the formation of technical working
groups similar to the Voorburg Group on Service Statistics, for which there was
considerable support. Under such arrangements the Statistical Office, in
co-operation with the Commission's Working Group on International Statistical
Programmes and Co-ordination, would be asked to identify specific areas where work
was needed and to organize a working group of specialists from interested
countries, the Statistical Office providing secretariat support. ' The output might
be in the form of a paper, a "think piece”, on a draft classification. for example,
which would be fed into the normal consultation machinery of the regional
commissions, expert group meetings and finally the Statistical Commission for
modification or any further action as appropriate.

216. It was also suggested that the Statistical Office be asked to prepare an
explicit contingency plan of lower priority outputs to be used if resources were to
be further reduced or if it were necessary to divert the present limited resources
to some of the high priority areas. The Commission recognized, however, that there
were limits to redeployment and that the overall needs of the Qffice could not be
met simply through redeployment.

217. One management strategy that was suggested to cope with diminishing resources
was the substitution of further technology for the more routine aspects of the
work, which would compensate for the loss of General Service posts and entry-level
Professional posts. The view was expressed that a disproportionately high
percentage of staff resources was being allocated to data compilation, compared
with methodological areas.

.

—64-



218. Fipally, the Commission recalled its discussion of agenda items 3 to 9 and
supported the priorities set forth in the proposed programme of work, as follows:

Highest pricority

1.1 Further development 0f the United Nations System of National Accounts
{SNA} and linkage with the System of Balances of the National Economy
(MPS)

Lowest priority

5.2 Price statistics for intermaticnally traded commodities.

219. The Commission:

(a) Approved the proposed work programme of the Statistical Office for the
biennium 1990-199). as contained in the note by the Secretary-General
(E/CN.3/1989/CRP.1), subject to the comments made and the priorities set by the
Commission;

(b) Urged that all efforts be made to mobilize the necessary extrabudgetary
resources or to develop other approaches along the lines of the Voorburg Croup
model to ensure contlnuatzon of methodological work, on the understanding that any
such experiments would preserve the roles of the Statistical Commission and the
Statistical Qffice: .

(¢} Specified the programme elements that had the highest and lowest priority
within the work programme {see para. 218 above}.

C. Mediun-term for riod 1992-1997

220. The Commission considered item 12 {c) of its agenda at its 433rd meeting, on
14 February 198%. It had before it the following documents:

(a} Report of the Secretary-General on the plans of international
organizations in the area of statistiecs (E/CN.3/1989/23);

() Report of the Secretary-General on the proposed work programme of the
Statistical Office for the biennium 1990-1991 and preliminary proposals for the
mediuvm-term plan for the period 1992-1997 (E/CN.3/1989/24);

{c) Note by the Secretary-General on preliminary proposals for the
medium-term plan in statistics for 1992-1997 (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2).

221. The Commission supported in general the preliminary proposals for the
medium-term plan in statistics for 1992-1997 (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2). The Commission
noted that the medium-term plan was subiject to formal review every Ltwo years, Sso
that it could he revised in the light of changing circumstances. The reviews of
the biennial work programmes that were formulated within the framework of the
medium-term plan also provided opportunities for adjustments to be made in the
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light of the progress of the work. That flexibility was very important as it
permitted the Commission and the Statistical Office to take account of new
developments at the national and international levels.

222. The Commission also supported the new structure of the proposed medium-term
plan for the statistics programme, noting that that structure was now established
entirely along functional lines. The Commission had considerable difficulty in
dealing with the topic of priorities. Although the Commission accepted the
proposals for priorities set out in the report of the Secretary-General
(BE/CN.3/3989/24), namely, that subprogrammes 1 {(Developing concepts and methods for
use by Member States), 4 (Co-ordinating international statistical programmes) and
5 (Support for technical co-operation in statistics and statistical data
processing) should be assigned high priority, it guestioned the relevance of
establishing priorities for the proposed medium-ferm period 1992-1997 at the
present time.

223. 'The Commission noted that the proposed plan would be amended to take into
account varicus comments, clarifications and corrections made in its discussion of
the present agenda item as well as to reflect the decisions of the Commission under
other agenda items. The Commission teook note of the clarifications provided
concerning paragraphs 6, 7, 19, 34 and 38 of the note by the Secretary-General
{E/CN.37/1989/CRP.2). The Commission expressed satisfaction that the Statistical
Office intended to circulate the note to other international organizations for
comments . .

~
224. The Commission noted that, in addition to statistical co-ordination,
organizational co-ordination was one of its responsibilities. The Commission was
therefore interested in the reported statement that other international
organizations could take over some of the work on compilation curzently undertaken
by the 8tatistical Office and that the resources thug freed could be redeployed to
undertake methedological work. However, since no detailed information on the
statistical c¢apacity of other international organizations to take over compilation
work had been supplied to the Commission, the Commission could not consider the
matter further. The Commission noted that in conmpection with agenda item 3 (c)
{see chap. II, sect. C} it had endorsed the recurrent statistical publications
programme of the Statistical QOffice as serving & vital and necessary function. It
was pointed out that the prevailing practice was that the Statistical Office
compiled and published data predominantly collected by national statistical
offices, while data predominantly collected by ministries were compiled and
published by the specialized agency concerned. Since that practice had been and
was still highly successful, great care should be taken not to disrupt the existing
modalities.

Action n he Commission
225. The Commission:
{a) Expressed general support for the proposed objectives and strategies and
the proposed new subprogramme structure set out in the note by the

Secretary-General containing preliminary proposals for the medium-term plan for the
period 1992-1997 (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2)};
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(b} Decided to leave unchanged the priorities assigned to the subprogrammes
from that recommended by the Commission in previous sessions, as set out in
document E/CN.3/1989/24;

{c} Reguested the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to
revise the proposals contained in document E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2 to take the
Commission's views into account;

{d) Endorsed the general direction of the planned work of international
organizations in the area of statistics as set out in the report of the
Secretary-General (E/CN.3/1989/23) and agreed that the report served a very

important purpose.
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Chapter X171

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION
OF THE COMMISSICN

226. The Commission considered item 13 of its agenda at its 433rd and

435th meetings, on 14 and 15 February 1989. It had before it a note by the
Secretariat containing the draft provisional agenda for its twenty-sixth session
together with a list of requested documentation (E/CN.3/198%9/L.3/Rev.1} and the
report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programmes and
Co-ordination on its twelfth session (E/CN.3/1989/20, para. 62).

227. The draft provisional agenda and proposed documentation were orally amended to
reflect decisions made by the Commission at the current session. Other amendments
and clarifications were made during the discussion.

228. The Statistical Commission decided that two special topics should be included
in the agenda of the twenty-sixth session, taking into account the desire to
discusg special issues in adequate depth, the time available for discussion and the
resource situation in the Statistical Office for preparing the appropriate
documentation. The Commission selected the following items from the list of
special issues that was before it (BE/CN.3/1989/L.3/Rev.l, para. 7):

(i) Increaﬁéng user awareness of the value of statistical outputs and
services;
: /

(ii) Implications of structural adjustment and the debt crisis for national
statistical services and international statistical work, 'and statistical
needs related to the international development strategy for the fourth
United Nations development decade.

The latter issue was a combination of two of the items on the list. The Commission
requested the Statistical Office to prepare, for review by the Working Group.
outlines of documents for the two special issues selected, and noted with
appreciation that the World Bank would be able to offer input in respect of the
documentation for the second special issue. The Commission felt that discussion of
both issues was very timely. The first special issue would build upon the
discussions about dissemination and user needs that had taken place at recent
Commission meetings and would help clarify views on desirable future directions of
effort. The second was considered important, in part because the debt problem had
implications for developed economies as well as for developing ones, and the impact
of structural adjustment was already being felt in national statistical services;
the apalysis should include consideration of the need for statistical date during
the adjustment process and the fourth United Nations develcopment decade, and how
the need would be met.

229. The Commission emphasized that all the documents should be available in all
languages well in advance of the twenty-sixth session. That was considered
especially important for the documentation under items 4 (National accounts and
balances), 12 {(Co-crdination and integration of international statistical
programmes) and 13 ‘Programme gquestions), in order te allow representatives
adequate time for preparation.
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230. Subject to final review by the Working Group, the Commission approved the
provisional agenda for its twenty-sixth session, as orally amended, together with
the requested documentation.

231. At its 435th meeting, on 15 February, the Commission decided to recommend the

Economic and Social Council to approve the provisional agenda and documentation for
its twenty-sixth session {see chap. I, sect. B. draft decision).

~59-



Chapter XIII

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON ITS 'IWEN'IY—FIFTH SESSION

232, At its_434th and 435tk meetings, on 15 February 1989, the Commission adopted
the report on its twenty-fifth session (E/CN.3/1989/L.4 and Add.1-20), as amended
during the discussion.
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Chaptex XIV

ORGANIZATICN OF THE SESSION

A. Opening and duration of the session

233, The Statistical Commission held its twenty-fifth session at United Wations
Headguarters from 6 to 15 February 1989. The Commission held 15 meetings (421st to
435th meetings).

234. The session was opened by Emmanuel Oti Beateng {(Ghana), Chairman of the
Commission at its twenty-fourth session.

235. The Under-Secretary-General for International Egonomic and Social Affairs and
the Under-Secretary-General for Technical Co-operation for Development made
statements.

B. Attendance

236. The session was attended by 23 States members of the Commission. Observers
for other States Members of the United Nations and representatives of the
Secretariat, United Nations bedies, specialized agencies, and intergovernmental
organizations and non-govermnmental organizations also attended. A list of
participants is ?}ven in annex I to the present report.

J C. Election of officers

237. At its 421st meeting, on § February 1989, the Commission elected the following
officers by acclamationt

Chairman: Luis Alberto Beccaria {(Argentina)
Vice-Chairmen: Hermann Habermann (United States of America)

M. A, Korelev {(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Hiroyasu Kudo (Japan)

Rapporteur: Awad Mokhtar Hallouda (Egypt)
D. aAgenda

238. At its 4Zlst meeting, on 6 February 1989, the Commission adopted the
provisional agenda contained in document E/CN.3/1986/1, as orally amended {(see
annex II to the present report).

239. The Commission also approved the organization of the work of the session
contained in the note by the Secretariat (E/CN.3/1989/L.1}, as orally amended.
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Annex T

ATTENDANCE

Members
Argentina: Luis Alberto Begcaria, Lelia Boeri de Cervetto,* Enrique de la Torrew

Brazil: Charles Curt Mueller, Lenildo Fernandes Silva,* Paulo de Goes Filho,*
Marco Farani%

Bulgaria: Stanoi Tassev, Etien Ninov.* Jordan Totev,* Raike Raichev*
Canagda: Ivan P. Fellegi, Gordon J. Brackstone,® Jacob Ryten,* Bela Prigly*
China: 2hang Sai, Feng Nailin*

. s . ¥ v + § v,
Czechoslovakiat Vladimir Micka, Zdenek Vesely.* Pavol Sepelak*
Egypt: Awad Mokhtar Hallouda
France: Jean-Claude Milleron, Gaston Banderier®

Germany., Federal Republic of: Gerhard Burgin, Hans-Joachim Vergau,*
Arthur Borkmann,#* Benno Bunse®

]

-~
Ghana: Emmanuel Oti Beateng, E. Obeng Kufucr®

J
Hungary: Vera Nyitrai CGydrgy Lutzer,* Zoltdn Szedlacsko®

Iran (Islamic Republic ¢f): Majid Jemshidi

Japan: Hiroyasu Kudo, Takao Ohashi,* Mitsuru Ide,* Kaoru Yoshikawa,*
Masayaki Takashima,* Eiichi Nishizawa,?* Michiko Hanagasaki,*
Shunichi Yoshikawak :

Mexico: Carlos Jarque Uribe, Miguel Cervera,% Mario Palma Rojo,* Clarisa Torres,*
Jorge Duhalt Villar*

Morocco: Fariss Tadili, Abderrahim Ben-Moussa¥®
Norway: @Gisle Skancke, Mikael Selsjord*
Pakigstan: &. M. Ishaque

Panama: Amilcar Villarrealh*

Spain: Javier Ruiz-Castillo Ucelay, Carmen Arribas¥®

* Alternate.

e fe Did not attend.
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Toge: Nouridine Bouraima

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: M. A. Korolev, V. S. Shevchenka,*
V. D. Zelenov,* V., V. Rumiantsev,*
A.

L. Panshin,* §. A, Sukharev*

ni Kin m cf Gr Britain

and Horthern Ireland: Jack Hibbert, J. Erritt,* T. Griffin,* R. Allen*

ni a f America: Hermann Habermann, Suzann K. Evinger,#
Robert 0. Bartram,* John E. Bregger,* Carol Carson,*
Kevin Charles,* Kenneth V. Dalton,* Mr. Paul Q. Flaim,*
C. Louis Kincannon,* John T. McCraken,*
Janet L. Norwood,* Katrina W. Reut,® Charles A. Waite,*
€. Harvey Monk,* Phillip Rossg*

Zambia: C. L. C. Ssewankambo, P. Hamakona,* E. M. C. Kazembe¥*

States Membersg of the United Nations represented by observers

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Italy, Jordan, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Peru, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Y. i ion cr ri

United Nations Office at Vienna, Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs, Department 6f Technical Co-operation for Development, United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Economic Commission for Africa,
Economic Commission for Europe, Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia, United Nations Centre for Human Settlements
{(Habitat)}

United Nations bodies

United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Development Programme, United
Nations Population Fund, International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women, United Nations Research Institute for Social Development

Specialized agencies and GATT

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
World Health Organization, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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Int tal . s
African Development Bank, Customs Co-cperation Council, European Economic

Community, Organisation for Economic Co-operation for Development, World Tourism
Organization

Category I: International Chamber of Commerce
Category I1I: International Statistical Institute

Roster: Helen Keller International Incorporated
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10.

Apnexr I

AGENDA OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION

Election of officers.

Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.
Special issues and related matters:

{a)} Cec-ordination of international statistical activities;

{b} Recruitment and selection of professional staff for work in national
statistical offices and statistical services of the United Nations:

{c) Recurrent statistical publications of the United Nations.
Kational accounts and balances:

{(a) System of.National Accounts (SNA);

{b) System of Balances of the National Economy {MPS):

{c) Links between the System of National Accounts and the System of Balances
of the National Economy.

Service statistics. /

International economic ¢lassifications:

{a) International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic
Activities {IS5IC) and the Central Product Classification (CPC};

(b} International Classification of Status in Employment (iCSE).
Price statistics.

Demographic, social and enviromment statistics:

{a) Population and housing censuses;

{b} Social statistics and indicators;

{c} Environment statistics;

(d} Patterns of consumption: gualitative aspects of development.
General development and integration of methodoclogical work.
Technical co-operation:

{a) Technical co-operation in statistics;
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(b} Current state of statistics and statistical development in developing
countries;

(¢} MNational Household Survey Capability Programme;

{d) World Bank initiatives in the design of permanent integrated household
suUrveys.

11. Co-ordination and integration of international statistical programmes.
12. Programme questions:

{a) Programme performance and implementation;

(b) Proposed programme.of work for the biennium 1990-199%;

{c} Medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997.
13. Provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session of the Commission.

14. Report of the Commission on its twenty-fifth session.
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Annex JIT

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION

Document number Age item Titl L cription
A/43/329 12 (c) Preparation of the next medium-term

plan: note by the Secretary-General
E/CN.3/1985/1 2 Provisional agenda

E/CN.3/1989/2 3 (b) Recruitment and selection of
professional staff for work in national
statistical offices and statistical
services of the United Nations: report
of the Secretary-General

E/CH.3/1989/3 3 () Recurrent statistical publications of
the United Nations: report of the
Secretary-General

E/CN.3/1989/4 4 {a) Progress in the revision of the System
of National Accounts {(SNA): report of
W the Becretary-General
E/CN.3/1989/5 4};{13) Note by the Secretary-General

transmitting the report of the
secretariat of the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance on developments in
the System of Balances of the National
Economy (MPS)

and Corr.1l

E/CN.3/1989/5 4 (¢} Links between the System of Naticonal
Accounts {(SNA} and the System of
Balances of the National Economy (MPS):
progress report of the Secretary-General

E/CN.3/1689/7 5 Plans for the further development of
service statistics, including
international trade in services: report
of the Secretary-General

E/CN.3/1989/8 6 {a} Revision and harmonization of
international economic classifications:
report of the Secretary-General

E/C¥.3/1989/9 6 (b} International Glassification of Status
in Employment: report of the

International Labour Office

E/CN.3/71989/10 7 International Comparison Programme
{ICP): report of the Secretary-General
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Document n

E/CN.3/19689/11

E/CHN.3/1989/12

E/CN.3/198%/13

E/CN.3/1989/14

E/CN.3/1989/15

E/CN.3/1989/16

E/CN.3/1989/17

E/CN.3/1989/18

E/CN.3/1989/1¢9

E/CN.3/1389/20

E/CR.3/1989/21

E/CN.3/1989/22

Agenda item

8

1¢

10

10

iz

(b)

{(b)

{c)

(@)

{a}, 9

{a)

{b)

{c}

(&)

(a), 11

(a)

3 {a) and (b},

4 (a),
8 (C}r
iz {a)

5, 6 (a},
1¢ (a.}.r

Title or description

International co-ordination of social
statistics and indicators and
development of statistics and indicators
con special population groups: repert of
the Secretary-General

Development of guidelines on national
accounts for women's contribution to
development: report of the
Secretary-General

Environment statistics: report of the
Secretary-General ’
Development of indicators on patterns of
consumption - Qualitative aspects of
development: report of the
Secretary-General and the United Nations
Research Institute for Social Development

General development and integration of
methodological work: report of the
Secretary-General

Technical co-operation activities in
statistics: report of the
Secretary-General

Current state of statistics and
statistical development in developing
countries: report of the
Secretary-General

Long-range future of the National
Household Survey Cepability Programme:
report of the Secretary-General

World Bank initiatives in the design of
permanent integrated household surveys:
report of the World Bank

Report of the Working Group on
International Statistical Programmes and
Co-ordination on its twelfth session

Overall review of the statistical work
of international organizations: report
of the Secretary-General

Updated information on the work of the
Statistical Cffice of the United Nations
Secretariat: report of the
Secretary-General
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Document 1n r

E/CN.3/1989/23

E/CN.3/1989/24

E/CN.3/1989/CRP.1

E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2

E/CN.3/1989/L.1

E/CN.3/1889/L.2

E/CN,.3/1989/L.3/Rev.1

E/CN.3/1989%/L.4
and Add.1-20

E/CN.3/1989/L.5

E/CN.3/1989/L.6

PROVISIONAL
ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/T7T
and Add.}

PROVISIONAL

ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/4/Rev. 3
and Add.l and 2

PROVISIONAL
ST/ESA/STAT/SER.F/2/Rev.4

89-08889 0901-02§ (E)

12 €c)

12 (b)

12 {c}

13

14

item

(d)

{a)

{a)

{a)

12 (b} and {(c}
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Title or description

Plans of international organizations
in the area of statistics! report of
the Secretary-General

Proposed work programme of the
Statistical Qffice for the biennium
1990-1991 and preliminary proposals
for the medium-term plan For the
period 1992-1997: report of the
Secretary-General

Proposed work programme of the
Statistical Office for 1990-199) and
related information: note by the
Secretary-General

Preliminary proposals for the
medium-term plan in statistics for
1992-1997: note by the
Secretary-General

Organization of the work of the
session: note by the Secretariat

State of preparation of documentation
for the session: note by the
Secretariat

Draft provisional agenda for the
twenty-sixth session of the
Commission: note by the Secretariat

Draft report of the Commission

Egypt, Ghana, Japan, Union of Soviet
Sccialist Republics and United States
of America: draft resolution

Morocco: draft resolution

Final draft of the Central Product
Classification (CPC)

Final draft of the revised
International Standard Classiflication
cf All Economie Activities (ISIC},
Revision 3

Revised System of National Accounts:
preliminary version of selecked
chapters
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