2000/9.  Situation of women and girls in Afghanistan
The Economic and Social Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,®' the International
Covenants on Human Rights,* the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment,” the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination agamst Women,* the Convention on the
Rights of the Child,* the Dec]aratlon on the Elimination of
Violence against Women, the Beijing Declaration®® and
Platform for Action®’ adopted by the Fourth World Conference
on Women, and other instruments of human rights and
international humanitarian law,

Recalling that Afghanistan is a party to the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,>® the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,” the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights,” the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War,”® and that it has signed the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Deeply concerned about the deteriorating economic and
social conditions of women and girls in all areas of Afghanistan,
in particular in areas under the control of the Taliban movement,
as documented by the continued and substantiated reports of
grave violations of the human rights of women and girls,
including all forms of discrimination against them, such as
restrictions on access to health care, to many levels and types of
education, to employment outside the home and, at times, to
humanitarian aid, as well as restrictions on their freedom of
movement,

Welcoming the ongoing work of the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan, in particular his special focus on
violations of the human rights of women and girls, especially in
territories under the control of the Taliban faction,

Noting with concern the detrimental impact of these
harmful conditions on the well-being of Afghan women and the
children in their care,

Welcoming the United Nations Inter-Agency Gender
Mission to Afghanistan in November 1997, conducted by the
Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and
Advancement of Women, taking into account the report of the
Maission,*’ and hoping that the Mission will serve as a model for
future efforts to address the gender dimension of crisis/conflict
situations,

Expressing its appreciation for the international
community’s support of and solidarity with the women and girls
of Afghanistan, being supportive of the women of Afghanistan
who protest against violations of their human rights, and
encouraging women and men worldwide to continue efforts to
draw attention to their situation and to promote the immediate
restoration of their ability to enjoy their human rights,
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1. Condemns the continuing grave violations of the
human rights of women and girls, including all forms of
discrimination against them, in all areas of Afghanistan, in
particular in areas under the control of the Taliban;

2. Also condemns the continued restrictions on the
access of women to health care and the systematic violation of
the human rights of women in Afghanistan, including the
restrictions on access to education and to employment outside
the home, freedom of movement and freedom from

intimidation, harassment and violence, which has a serious
detrimental effect on the well-being of Afghan women and the
children in their care;

3. Urges the Taliban and other Afghan parties to
recognize, protect, promote and act in accordance with all
human rights and fundamental freedoms, regardless of gender,
ethnicity or religion, in accordance with international human
rights instruments, and to respect international humanitarian
law;

4. Urges all the Afghan parties, in particular the
Taliban, to bring to an end without delay all human rights
violations against women and girls and to take urgent measures
to ensure:

(@) The repeal of all legislative and other measures that
discriminate against women and girls and those that impede the
realization of all their human rights;

(b) The effective participation of women in civil,
cultural, economic, political and social life throughout the
country;

(¢) Respect for the equal right of women to work and
their reintegration in employment;

(d) The equal right of women and girls to education
without discrimination, the reopening of schools and the
admission of women and girls to all levels of education;

(e) Respect for the right of women to security of person,
and that those responsible for physical attacks on women are
brought to justice;

(A Respect for freedom of movement for women,;

(2) Respect for effective and equal access of women
and girls to the facilities necessary to protect their right to the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health;

S.  Encourages the continuing efforts of the United
Nations, international and non-governmental organizations and
donors to ensure that all United Nations-assisted programmes in
Afghanistan are formulated and coordinated in such a way as to
promote and ensure the participation of women in those
programmes and that women benefit equally with men from
such programmes;

6. Appeals to all States and to the international
community to ensure that all humanitarian assistance to the
people of Afghanistan, in conformity with the Strategic
Framework for Afghanistan, is based on the principle of non-
discrimination, integrates a gender perspective, and actively
attempts to promote the participation of both women and men
and to promote peace and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

7. Urges States to continue to give special attention to
the promotion and protection of the human rights of women in
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Afghanistan and to mainstream a gender perspective in all
aspects of their policies and actions related to Afghanistan;

8.  Welcomes the establishment of the positions of
Gender Adviser and Human Rights Adviser at the United Nations
Office of the Resident Coordinator for Afghanistan, in order to
ensure more effective consideration and implementation of
human rights and gender concemns in all United Nations
programmes within Afghanistan, taking into account the
recommendations contained in the report of the United Nations
Inter-Agency Gender Mission to Afghanistan conducted by the
Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and
Advancement of Women in November 1997;%

9.  Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on violence against women,
its causes and consequences on her mission to Afghanistan from
1 to 13 September 1999;*'

10. Urges the Secretary-General to ensure that all
United Nations activities in Afghanistan are carried out
according to the principle of non-discrimination against women
and girls, that a gender perspective and special attention to the
human rights of women and girls are fully incorporated into the
work of the Civil Affairs Unit established within the United
Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan, including the training
and selection of staff, and that efforts are made to enhance the
role of women in preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and
peacekeeping;

11.  Stresses the importance of the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan giving special attention to the human
rights of women and girls and fully incorporating a gender
perspective in his work;

12. Appeals to States and the international community
to implement the recommendations of the United Nations Inter-
Agency Gender Mission to Afghanistan under the leadership of
the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues
and Advancement of Women,;

13.  Urges all Afghan factions, in particular the Taliban,
to ensure the safety and protection of all United Nations and
humanitarian workers in Afghanistan and to allow them,
regardless of gender, to carry out their work unhindered;

14.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
review the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan and to
submit to the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-
fifth session a report on progress made in the implementation of
the present resolution.
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