
1998/12. Conclusions of the Commission on the Status of 

Women on critical areas of concern identified in 

the Platform for Action of the Fourth World 

Conference on Women 

The Economic and Social Council 

Endorses the following conclusions adopted by the 
Commission on the Status of Women with respect to the four 
critical areas of concern addressed by the Commission at its 
forty-second session: 

35 See A/53/226, paras. 72-77, and A/53/226/Add.l, paras. 88-98. 
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I 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

The Commission on the Status of Women 

Reaffirms the Platform for Action of the Fourth World 
Conference on Women,2 notably chapter IV.D on violence 
against women, the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms ofDiscrimination against Women4 and the Declaration 
on the Elimination of Violence against Women;29 

Requests States parties to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women to 
take into account in their initial and periodic reports to the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women general recommendation 19 on violence against 
women, adopted by the Committee at its eleventh session,36 

and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women; 

Requests States parties to international human rights 
treaties to compile information and report on the extent and the 
manifestations of violence against women, including domestic 
violence and harmful traditional practices, and the measures 
taken to eliminate such violence, for inclusion in reports to the 
Committee, and to include such information in reports to other 
treaty bodies; 

Proposes, in order to accelerate the implementation of the 
strategic objectives of chapter IV.D of the Platform for Action: 

A. AN INTEGRATED, HOLISTIC APPROACH

Actions to be taken by Governments and the international
community

Formulate comprehensive, multidisciplinary and 
coordinated national plans, programmes or 
strategies to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women and girls, which will be widely 
disseminated and will provide for targets, 
timetables for implementation and effective 
domestic enforcement procedures through the 
establishment of monitoring mechanisms involving 
all parties concerned, including consultations with 
women's organizations; 

Call upon the international community to condemn 
and act against all forms and manifestations of 
terrorism, in particular those that affect women and 
children; 

Develop strong and effective national, regional and 
international cooperation to prevent and eliminate 
trafficking in women and girls, especially for 
purposes of economic and sexual exploitation, 
including the exploitation of the prostitution of 
women and girls; 

Encourage the media to take measures against the 
projection of images of violence against women 
and children; 

36 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh 
Session, Supplement No. 38 (A/47/38), chap. I. 

























the Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth 
World Conference on Women;2 

The organizations of the United Nations system, in 
particular the United Nations Children's Fund, as 
the agency mandated to deal with the rights and 
concerns of children, should give greater attention 
to the girl child through Fund country programmes, 
using its goodwill ambassadors for raising 
awareness on the situation of the girl child at the 
national, regional and international levels; 

The Secretary-General should submit a report on 
the girl child to the Commission on the Status of 
Women prior to the five-year review of the 
implementation of the Platform for Action of the 
Fourth World Conference on Women; 

Base programmes and policies for the girl child on 
the rights of the child, the responsibilities, rights 
and duties of parents and the evolving capacity of 
the girl child, in accordance with the Platform for 
Action and the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

44th plenary meeting 
28 July 1998 
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