
1997/22. Follow-up to the Naples Political Declaration 
and Global Action Plan against Organized 
Transnational Crime 

The Economic and Social Council 

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 
following draft resolution: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 49/159 of 23 December 
1994, in which it approved the Naples Political 
Declaration and Global Action Plan against Organized 
Transnational Crime, adopted by the World Ministerial 
Conference on Organized Transnational Crime, held at 
Naples, Italy, from 21 to 23 November 1994,78 

"Recalling also Economic and. Social Council 
resolution 1996/27 of24 July 1996, 

"Recalling further its· resolution 51/120 of 
12 December 1996 on the question of the elaboration of 
an international convention against organized 
transnational crime, 

"Convinced of the importance of continuous action 
by Member States aimed at the full implementation of the 
Naples Political Declaration and Global Action Plan, 

"Reiterating the need for increased technical 
cooperation activities and the provision of practical 
assistance to requesting Member States for the 
implementation of the Naples Political Declaration and 
Global Action Plan, 

"1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary
General, submitted to the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice at its sixth session, on 
the implementation of the Naples Political Declaration 
and Global Action Plan against Organized Transnational 
Crime79 and on the question of the elaboration of an 
international convention against organized transnational 
crime;80 

"2. Also takes note of the forty recommendations 
elaborated and endorsed by the Senior Experts Group on 
Transnational Organized Crime, which met at Lyon, 
France, from 27 to 29 June 1996, which are contained in 
annex I to the present resolution; 

"3. Further takes note of the report of the 
informal meeting on the question of the elaboration of an 
international convention against organized transnational 
crime, held at Palermo, Italy, from 6 to 8 April 1997,81 

and expresses its appreciation to the Fondazione 

78 See A/49/748, annex, sect. I.A. 
79 E/CN.15/1997/7. 
80 E/CN.15/1997/7/Add.1. 
81 E/CN.15/1997/7/Add.2, annex. 
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Giovanni e Francesca Falcone for organizing and acting 
as host to the meeting; 

"4. Reiterates the high priority accorded to the 
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Programme as well as to its work on action against 
organized transnational crime in general and the 
implementation of the Naples Political Declaration and 
Global Action Plan in particular; 

"5. Urges States to continue to make every effort 
possible to implement fully the Naples Political 
Declaration and Global Action Plan by taking the most 
appropriate legislative, regulatory and administrative 
measures, including those aimed at prevention; 

"6. Requests the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice to continue its review of 
the implementation of the Naples Political Declaration 
and Global Action Plan as a matter of high priority; 

"7. Invites developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition to undertake action against 
organized transnational crime and to promote 
international cooperation in this field as priorities of their 
development efforts and to include in their requests for 
assistance to the United Nations Development 
Programme, as  part of the country programme 
framework of the Programme, projects on action against 
organized transnational crime and money laundering, 
with a view to upgrading national institutional capacities 
and professional expertise in these fields; 

"8. Calls upon the United Nations Development 
Programme, the World Bank and other international, 
regional and national funding agencies to give favourable 
consideration to project proposals on strengthening 
national or regional capacities and creating the expertise 
required for the prevention and control of organized 
transnational crime and money laundering that are 
elaborated and submitted to them by the Crime Preven
tion and Criminal Justice Division of the Secretariat; 

"9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his 
work on the central repository established pursuant to 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/27, with a 
view to increasing, maintaining and updating the data 
and other information contained in the repository and 
making such information available to States and, for this 
purpose, to continue to collect information and material, 
taking into account the methodological points and 
categorization of data listed in annex II to the present 
resolution, including legislative and regulatory texts on 
the prevention and control of organized transnational 
crime, as well as reports on preventive measures; 

"10. Calls upon all States and relevant international 
organizations and institutes affiliated and associated with 
the United Nations to assist the Secretary-General in the 
implementation of paragraph 9 above by providing him 
with data and other information, as well as legislative and 
regulatory texts, and to keep such data up to date; 

"11. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
provide States with advisory services and other forms of 
assistance, on request, in the field of prevention and 
control of organized transnational crime; 











































between the member States of the European Union of 
27 September 1996, 138 for example: 

'Each party shall adopt such measures as may be 
necessary to establish as a criminal offence under 
its domestic law, when committed intentionally, the 
p articipation as an accomplice in or the 
organization or direction of others to commit an 
offence in the field of drug trafficking or other 
forms of organized crime'; 

"(d) Adequate provisions for skimroine off the 
proceeds of crime are indispensable for an effective fight 
at the national and international levels against organized 
transnational crime. The convention should, therefore, 
oblige Member States to legislate to this effect; 

"(e) In all international forums, there is general 
agreement that the scope for the imposition of penalties 
for money laundering in connection with drug trafficking 
is unsatisfactory. The convention should provide that, in 
principle, any other serious offence, in addition to drug
related offences, can be considered a predicate offence 
for money laundering; 

"(J) Following the model of the United Nations 
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988,85 the convention 
shou ld  c o n tain  provis ions  f o r  the  domes t ic  
implementation of foreign forfeiture measures; 

"(g) A precondition for fighting organized 
transnational crime at the national or international level 
is an effective witness protection programme; in this 
r e g a r d ,  se e t h e  r e l e v a n t  E u ro p e an U n i o n  
recommendations, the forty recommendations of the 
Senior Experts Group on Transnational Organized Crime
of the Political Group of Eight (annex I) and the idea 
underlying article 13 of the draft United Nations 
framework convention submitted by the Government of 
Poland; 

"(h) In addition, the convention should make 
provision for police cooperation and training (see article 
11 of the draft United Nations framework convention and 
article 9 of the 1988 Convention); 

"(1') Finally, some new ideas put forward by the 
Council of Europe, the European Union and other 
international forums in the area of extradition and mutual 
assistance could be taken up in a United Nations 
convention." 

139 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Co11ncil, 1996,
Supplement No. JO and corrigenda (E/1996/30 and Corr.1-3), chap. I,
sect. D.
140 Ibid., 1997, Supplement No. /0 and corrigendum (E/1997/30 and
Corr.1). 

131 Sec Official Journal of the European Communities, C313, 
141 Ibid., chap. II. 
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