1993/70. Scientific and technological aspects of the
conversion of military capacity for civilian
use and sustainable development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling principle 25 of the Rio Declaration on En-
vironment and Development,” adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development,
which states that peace, development and environmental
protection are interdependent and indivisible,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 46/36 C of
6 December 1991, in which the Assembly stressed the
growing importance of the relationship between disarma-
ment and development in current international relations,
and Assembly resolution 46/36 B of 6 December 1991, in
which the Assembly recalled the report of the Secretary-
General transmitting the study on charting potential uses
of resources allocated to military activities for civilian
endeavours to protect the environment,

Stressing that science and technology could contribute
greatly to the elaboration of a strategy for the conversion
of military technologies for civilian use, sustainable devel-
opment and environmental protection, affecting the most
fundamental interests ofall Member States,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 44/14 E of
26 October 1989, in which the Assembly decided, inter
alia, to entrust the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development of the Secretariat to serve as the focal point
for technological assessment within the United Nations
system and, where possible, for relations with Govern-
ments and non-governmental organizations concerning
technological assessment activities in Member States, and
Assembly resolution 46/165 of 19 December 1991, in
which the Assembly reaffirmed the role of the Centre,

Noting the deliberations at the recent United Nations
conferences held at Beijing from 22 to 26 October 1991,
at Dortmund, Germany, from 24 to 27 February 1992 and
in Moscow from 12 to 17 October 1992 on the scientific
and technological aspects of the conversion of military
capacity, as well as the activities of the United Nations sys-
tem in this field, in particular those of'the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization and the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development,

1. Reaffirms that, in the era of global concern for the
environment and in the new political climate, the conver-
sion of military technologies for civilian use and sustain-
able development should receive increased international
attention, with the appropriate support and involvement of
the United Nations;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
Commission on Science and Technology for Development
at its second session a report on the scientific and techno-
logical aspects of the conversion of military capacity for
civilian use and sustainable development, with a focus on
technology assessment issues, particularly the economic
effects, employment implications and environmental con-
sequences of alternative technological choices;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to elaborate that re-
port by drawing from the United Nations conferences and
other United Nations activities referred to in the fifth pre-
ambular paragraph above, particularly those of'the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development in the Ad
Hoc Working Group on the Interrelationship between
Investment and Technology Transfer, and to explore the

issue of strengthening agreement on the transition to dis-
armament.
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