
1993/40. Implementation of measures to prevent the 
diversion of precursor and essential chemi
cals to illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances 

The Economic and Social Council, 
Concerned about the diversion of precursor and essen

tial chemicals, as specified in Tables I and I I of the United 
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988,m as well as 
other substances frequently used in the illicit manufacture 
of drugs, from commercial channels to the illicit manufac
ture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 

Recalling its resolution 1992/29 of 30 July 1992, in 
which it invited all Governments that had not already done 
so to establish effective legislative, procedural and co-

operative measures to implement the provisions of article 
12 of the Convention in order to prevent the diversion of 
precursor and essential chemicals to the illicit manufacture 
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 

Noting the effective work of the Chemical Actic n Task 
Force, established by the heads of State or Governi nent of 
the seven major industrialized countries and the Piesident 
of the Commission of the European Communities, > rith the 
participation of representatives of concerned developing 
countries and other countries, and its practical recc mmen-
dations for preventing the diversion of precursor and 
essential chemicals, which build upon the provisions of 
the Convention, 

Noting also the need for the provision of financial, tech
nical and material assistance, including training, U assist 
Governments in implementing chemical control regimes, 

Commending the international cooperation whicl has re
sulted from the work of the various international, legional 
and subregional groups and organizations dealing with 
issues relating to the control of precursors and essential 
chemicals, 

Noting with approval the dissemination by the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme o;rguide
lines for use by national authorities in verifying the authen
ticity of applications for the export and import of precursor 
and essential chemicals, identifying suspicious transac
tions and preventing their diversion to the illicit manufac
ture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 

Noting the good progress made by the Programme, the 
International Criminal Police Organization and the Cus
toms Cooperation Council in the establishment of mecha
nisms for sharing information held in their databases, 

Noting that in the report of the International Narcotics 
Control Board for 1992,107 it was stressed that the effec
tiveness of an international network of databases would 
depend entirely on the data provided to them by Govern
ments, 

Commending the effective work of the Programme in 
developing and deploying a field testing kit incorporating 
safe methods of testing and identifying designated chemi
cals, 

Acknowledging the central role of the International Nar
cotics Control Board and the Programme in the implemen
tation of international chemical control regimes, as well as 
the intention expressed by the Board and the Programme 
to strengthen their efforts to promote implementation of 
articles 12,13 and 22 of the Convention, 

1. Calls upon all Governments, which were invited by
the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 
1992/29, to establish effective measures to implement ar
ticle 12 of the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 
1988, to take fully into consideration the recommendations 
contained in the final report of the Chemical Action Task 
Force; 

2. Requests the International Narcotics Control Board,
in the course of monitoring the implementation of articles 
12 and 13 of the Convention, to assist in identifying new 
diversion techniques, new chemicals that should be regu
lated and changes that may be required to counter new 
illicit methods of using chemicals; 

3. Calls upon Governments to submit promptly to the
Board all information required under article 12, paragraph 
12, of the Convention; 



4. Urges Governments that have not already done so 
to contribute the information necessary for the Board to 
prepare a directory of administrative and law enforce
ment authorities and a summary of regulatory controls, in 
accordance with Council resolution 1992/29; 

5. Requests the United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme, drawing on voluntary contributions, 
to provide financial, technical and material assistance, in
cluding training, and to coordinate assistance that inter
national and regional organizations or Governments 
may provide, in the implementation of chemical control 
regimes; 

6. Urges Governments to support training and assist
ance activities by the Programme, and to coordinate bilat
eral assistance through the Programme in order to prevent 
duplication; 

7. Calls upon Governments to contribute fully to and
utilize the databases that are being established to prevent 
the diversion of chemicals, subject to their domestic law; 

8. Requests the Customs Cooperation Council, the In
ternational Criminal Police Organization, the International 
Narcotics Control Board and appropriate regional organi
zations to prepare a memorandum of understanding regard
ing the exchange of information between their databases; 

9. Urges Governments to consider fully and, where
appropriate, to apply the guidelines disseminated by the 
Programme, which have been prepared for use by national 
authorities in preventing the diversion of precursor and es
sential chemicals; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General to allocate ade
quate funds, within existing resources, to enable the Board 
to discharge its functions under articles 12, 13 and 22 of 
the Convention, and in accordance with Council resolution 
1992/29 and the present resolution; 

11. Calls upon Governments to provide voluntary re
sources to enable the Programme to increase technical co
operation and assistance in implementing chemical control 
measures. 
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