
1993/39. Control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances 

The Economic and Social Council, 
Recalling the history of the international drug control 

treaties and the reasons for their development and adop
tion, in particular the experience of States confronted with 
an alarming increase in the abuse of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances, 

Mindful of the factors which have led individual States 
and the international community to rely increasingly on 
prohibition of the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psy
chotropic substances as an important element in drug 
abuse control, 

Seriously concerned about the adverse implications for 
international drug abuse control i f such prohibitions were 
abandoned, 

1. Endorses the view of the International Narcotics
Control Board on the question of the legalization of the 
non-medical use of drugs as expressed in paragraphs 13 to 
24 of the report of the International Narcotics Control 
Board for 1992107 and, in particular, the conclusions con
tained in paragraph 23 of the report; 

2. Urges all Governments not to derogate from full
implementation of the international drug control treaties; 

3. Also urges all Governments to continue strictly to
limit the use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances 
to medical and scientific purposes and other special pur
poses permitted under the Single Convention on Narcotic 
Drugs of 1961,106 that Convention as amended by the 1972 
Protocol,110 the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 
1971109 a n d the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 
1988.111 
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