1993/34. Implementation of General Assembly reso-
lutions 46/152 and 47/91 and Economic and
Social Council resolution 1992/22, concern-
ing crime prevention and criminal justice

The Economic and Social Council,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 46/152 of
18 December 1991 on the creation of an effective United
Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 45/109 of 14 De-
cember 1990 on computerization of criminal justice,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 46/120 of
17 December 1991 on human rights in the administration
of justice,

Bearing in mind also General Assembly resolution
47/91 of 16 December 1992 on crime prevention and
criminal justice,

Bearing in mind further section VI of its resolution
1992/22 of 30 July 1992, in which it determined the three
priority themes that should guide the work of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in the de-
velopment of a detailed programme,

Recalling that in section VII of its resolution 1992/22,
it decided, inter alia, that the Commission should include
in its agenda, beginning with its second session, a standing
item on the existing United Nations standards and norms
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice,

Recalling also its resolution 1990/21 of 24 May 1990 on
the implementation ofUnited Nations standards and norms
in crime prevention and criminal justice,

Taking note of the report of the Pre-sessional Working
Group on the Implementation ofUnited Nations Standards
and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice of
the former Committee on Crime Prevention and Control,”

Also taking note of the recommendations of the Meeting
of Experts for the Evaluation of Implementation ofUnited
Nations Norms and Guidelines in Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice,”

Recalling section 1 of its resolution 1992/22, entitled
Strengthening the operational capacity of the United
Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme,
especially operational activities and advisory services",

Conscious that preventing and controlling crime is a
growing challenge for most Member States and the inter-
national community as a whole,

Convinced that developing crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice skills is necessary to strengthen the rule oflaw
and to promote democracy,

Alarmed by the negative impact of criminal activities on
the development process in many countries, particularly in
developing countries and countries in transition,

Bearing in mind the urgent need of the least developed
countries for assistance, particularly in training crime pre-
vention and criminal justice officials and practitioners,

Conscious of the relationship between national crime
and more sophisticated forms of transnational criminal
activities,

Convinced that effective action against crime requires
increased technical cooperation activities at the interna-
tional level, in order to provide appropriate assistance to
Member States whose capacity to deal with crimerelated
issues is insufficient, and to tackle serious forms of inter-

national criminal activity, such as organized transnational
crime,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution
46/152, emphasized the practical orientation of the United
Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme
and decided that the programme should provide States
with practical assistance, such as data collection, informa-
tion and experience-sharing and training, in order to
achieve the goals of preventing crime and improving the
response to it,

Concerned about the disparity between the need for
technical assistance and the resources available for the
United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice
programme,

Recalling that in section VI ofits resolution 1992/22, it
determined that the majority of programme resources
should be concentrated on the provision of training, advi-
sory services and technical cooperation in a limited num-
ber of areas of recognized need, taking into account the
need for technical assistance to developing countries, and
that, in implementing special operational activities and ad-
visory services in situations of urgent need, the Secretariat
should place major emphasis on serving as a broker and
clearing-house,

Convinced that the United Nations crime prevention and
criminal justice programme should provide the necessary
operational perspective to Member States, thus assisting
them in modernizing their criminal justice systems,

Aware that the introduction of modern criminal justice
techniques requires education and training of criminal jus-
tice personnel,

Mindful that computer-assisted collection, management
and distribution of crime prevention and criminal justice
information are of growing importance to the effective and
humane administration of criminal justice systems,

Expressing its appreciation to the Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics of the United States Department of Justice and the
State University of New York at Albany, United States of
America, for their strong support in the development of the
United Nations Criminal Justice Information Network,

Welcoming the contributions to technical cooperation
made on a multilateral or bilateral basis by a number of
Governments and institutions and noting in this regard that
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Fund has received contributions from the Governments of
France, Italy and Tunisia and from the Helsinki Institute
for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the
United Nations, and the Asia Crime Prevention Founda-
tion,

Recalling resolution 12 of 29 April 1992 of the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,” reso-
lutions 1 (XXXV), 4 (XXXV) and 11 (XXXV) of 15 April
1992 of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs’* and Com-
mission on Human Rights resolution 1992/31 of 18 Febru-
ary 1992.,”

Reaffirming that the prevention and control of crime re-
quire effective, concerted and multidisciplinary action at
the national, regional and international levels,

Convinced that the scope of international cooperation in
all fields of crime prevention and criminal justice should
be extended and increased as a matter of the utmost im-
portance and that technical assistance programmes in
crime prevention and criminal justice should be expanded
and strengthened as a matter of urgency,



Alarmed by the fact that large financial profits derived
from criminal activity may enable transnational criminal
organizations to penetrate, infect and corrupt the structure
of Governments, legitimate commercial activities and
society at large, thereby impeding economic and social
development, hampering law and order, undermining the
foundation of States and preventing good governance,

Noting, with respect to priority themes, the need to pay
particular attention to such issues as organized crime in all
its manifestations, money-laundering, the role of criminal
law in the protection of the environment, the protection of
cultural property from theft and smuggling, domestic vio-
lence, the computerization of the administration of crimi-
nal justice, juvenile delinquency and street crime,

I.  REVIEW OF PRIORITY THEMES

1. Reaffirms the priority themes formulated by the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at
its first session and contained in Economic and Social
Council resolution 1992/22, section VI;

2. Invites Member States to prepare and circulate in
advance of each session proposals on specific objectives
and activities, as recommended in Commission resolution
1/1 of 29 April 1992 entitled "Strategic management by
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal jus-
tice programme",” underlining the importance for the third
and subsequent sessions of the Commission of implement-
ing the mechanisms, referred to in paragraphs 32 to 35 of
the annex to that resolution, for determining the objectives
and the specific activities of the programme;

II. OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAMME

1. Welcomes with appreciation the efforts undertaken
by the Secretariat to carry out operational activities, nota-
bly setting up projects to be implemented in developing
countries and countries in transition;

2. Notes with appreciation the cooperation between
the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch and
other United Nations entities, such as the United Nations
International Drug Control Programme, the Division for
the Advancement of Women and the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat, and recommends that such coop-
eration be expanded and intensified;

3. Also notes with appreciation the support provided
by some Member States in the organization of training
seminars, inter alia, by providing funding and in-kind
expertise;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue elabo-
rating, in accordance with the programme priorities, train-
ing curricula that could be implemented in Member States
upon request and adapted to particular national or regional
conditions and requirements, using new and existing
materials such as manuals and other publications, United
Nations guidelines, minimum rules and model treaties on
crime prevention and criminal justice;

5. Welcomes with appreciation the Secretariat's par-
ticipation in, and contribution to, the work of peace-
keeping operations such as those of the United Nations
Transitional Authority in Cambodia and the United
Nations Protection Force, in accordance with resolution
1992/22;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to develop basic
courses on United Nations norms and guidelines in the

field of crime prevention and criminal justice which can
be used, as necessary, for training peace-keeping and
emergency mission personnel and their national counter-
parts;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure the in-
volvement of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Branch in the planning of such missions;

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice, at its third session, on technical cooperation and ad-
visory services of the United Nations crime prevention and
criminal justice programme, including appropriate mecha-
nisms for the mobilization of resources;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen the in-
stitutional capacity of the United Nations crime prevention
and criminal justice programme by providing the Secretar-
iat with adequate human and financial resources, if neces-
sary by reallocating existing resources, as well as by means
of voluntary contributions, to enable it to elaborate, exe-
cute and evaluate operational activities and advisory serv-
ices at the request of Member States;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to consider
making available the necessary resources for the participa-
tion of the least developed countries in the sessions of the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice;

11. [Invites Member States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to contribute to the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Fund in order to augment the implementation of technical
assistance projects;

12. Recommends to Member States that they integrate,
where appropriate, crime prevention and criminal justice
components into their priority areas for development, so
as to better address crime-related issues in the context of
national development;

13.  Reaffirms the importance of technical cooperation,
including that among developing countries;

14. Recognizes the relevance of close cooperation be-
tween the interregional, regional and associate institutes
cooperating with the United Nations in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice and the Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Branch to the development of techni-
cal assistance and research projects at the regional and
interregional levels, taking into account regional charac-
teristics and traditions of the various criminal justice sys-
tems;

III. UNITED NATIONS STANDARDS AND NORMS IN
CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

1. Reaffirms the importance of United Nations stand-
ards, norms and guidelines in crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice;

2. Stresses the need for further cooperation and con-
certed action in translating the standards into practice;

3. Invites the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice to focus on the promotion of the use and
application ofUnited Nations standards, norms and guide-
lines in crime prevention and criminal justice, while rec-
ognizing the social, cultural and economic conditions of
Member States;

4. [Invites Governments to pay due attention to United
Nations standards, norms and guidelines in crime preven-
tion and criminal justice and to enhance their widest pos-
sible dissemination;



5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the widest
possible dissemination of the texts of the standards con-

tained in the Compendium of United Nations Standards

and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,®
which has been published only in English, and calls for the
reprint of the compendium in English and for its publi-
cation in the other five official languages of the United
Nations;

6. Recognizes the important role that the United
Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute
and the institutes associated or affiliated with the United
Nations and non-governmental organizations play in pro-
moting the use and application of the United Nations
standards and norms in the administration of justice;

7. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To assist Member States, at their request, in imple-
menting existing United Nations standards in crime pre-
vention and criminal justice;

(b) To strengthen and coordinate activities in this field,
including advisory services, training programmes and fel-
lowships, with a view to undertaking joint programmes
and developing collaborative mechanisms;

(¢) To commence without delay a process of informa-
tion-gathering to be undertaken by means of surveys, such
as reporting systems, and contributions from other sources,
initially paying attention to the United Nations standards,
norms and guidelines listed in paragraph 8 (a) below;
the surveys should be conducted over a two-year period
in order to enable Member States to have sufficient time
to provide replies; the results of the first surveys
should be considered at the earliest possible session of the
Commission;

8. Requests the Commission to establish, at its third
session, an open-ended in-sessional working group, in
accordance with the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council™ and
subject to the consideration of financial implications, in
order to discuss, inter alia, the following issues:

(a) The role of the United Nations in promoting the use
and application of the following standards, norms and
guidelines, on the understanding that this selection does
not imply any priority over other standards, norms and
guidelines and is subject to review at future sessions of the
Commission:

(i) The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners;"

(ii)) The Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Offi-
cials,” together with the Basic Principles on the
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement
Officials;”

(iii) The Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power;*'
(iv) The Basic Principles on the Independence of the

Judiciary;"
(b) The evaluation of the reporting system and other
sources of information;

(c) Measures to improve the dissemination of informa-
tion, education and technical assistance to enhance their
use and application;

9. Commends the World Conference on Human Rights
and its Preparatory Committee for bearing in mind the
existence of important United Nations standards and
norms in the administration of justice;

10. Calls upon the Commission, at its third session, to
pay due attention to the results of the World Conference
on Human Rights, held at Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993,
as far as crime prevention and criminal justice issues are
concerned;

IV. CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

A. Collection of information

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the survey of activities carried out in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice within the United Nations
system and by relevant intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and on coordination of activi-
ties with other United Nations bodies,” the ongoing ac-
tivities of the Secretariat concerning the Fourth United
Nations Survey of Crime Trends, Operations of Criminal
Justice Systems and Crime Prevention Strategies, and
other initiatives under way to acquire, process and distrib-
ute crime prevention and criminal justice data for the bene-
fit of Member States and criminal justice professionals;

2. Reaffirms the usefulness of these information activi-
ties in crime prevention and criminal justice policy devel-
opment and programme planning;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, at
its third session, on progress made on the Fourth and Fifth
United Nations Surveys of Crime Trends and Operations
of Criminal Justice Systems and Crime Prevention Strate-
gies, and other initiatives under way to acquire, process
and distribute crime prevention and criminal justice data;

4. Strongly encourages Governments to continue to re-
ply promptly to requests of the Secretary-General for
crime prevention and criminal justice data in order to en-
sure that those data can be processed and provided to all
Member States and other interested parties in a timely and
efficient manner;

B. Management ofinformation

I. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and to
intensify efforts directed at the modernization of criminal
justice techniques and administration, with the needs of
developing countries being given special attention, intro-
ducing, inter alia, compatible information technology to
facilitate the administration of criminal justice and to
strengthen practical cooperation on crime control between
Member States;

2. Encourages Member States, the private sector and
criminal justice professionals to exchange proposals, infor-
mation on projects and innovations enhancing criminal
justice operations through the Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Branch;

C Distribution of information

1. Requeststhe Secretary-General to allocate the nec-
essary services for the transfer of the management and
daily operations of the United Nations Criminal Justice In-
formation Network to the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch;

2. Invites Member States to consider the provision
of extrabudgetary resources, including but not restricted
to the secondment of computer-programming profes-
sionals with criminal justice experience, to the Secre-
tariat in order to assist in the orderly transfer of the United



Nations Criminal Justice Information Network, and to pro-
vide support for its further logistical and substantive de-
velopment;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, as resources permit:

(a) To strengthen and expand the clearing-house func-
tions of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch;

(b) To organize training courses that would enable
criminal justice professionals, in particular those in devel-
oping countries, to acquaint themselves with the services
of the United Nations Criminal Justice Information
Network;

(c) To establish a support system for developing coun-
tries that would, among other things, ensure that basic
costs connected with the provision of the necessary mo-
dalities, including the costs of membership in the United
Nations Criminal Justice Information Network and trans-
mission costs, are covered;

(d) Toreport to the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice, at its third session, on progress made
in the improvement of computerization in criminal justice
management, with emphasis on strengthening national
capacities for the collection, collation, analysis and utili-
zation of'the data;

V. COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CRIME PREVENTION AND
CRIMINAL JUSTICE BRANCH AND OTHER RELEVANT
ENTITIES

1. Welcomes with appreciation Commission on Nar-
cotic Drugs resolution 10 (XXXVI) of 7 April 1993”
and Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/41 of
5 March 1993;"

2. Invites the various relevant entities of the United
Nations system, including but not limited to the Office of
Legal Affairs, the Department for Policy Coordination and
Sustainable Development, the Department for Develop-
ment Support and Management Services, the Department
for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis,
the United Nations International Drug Control Programme,
the Division for the Advancement of Women, the regional
commissions, the Centre for Human Rights, the United
Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations
Children's Fund, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the World Health Organization and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization, to cooper-
ate with the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch
and to extend to it their support and assistance in the
implementation of'its mandates;

3. Decides to continue its close cooperation in this
field with the Commission on Human Rights, the Commis-
sion for Social Development, the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, the Commission on the Status of Women and the
specialized agencies in order to increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of United Nations activities in areas of
mutual interest and concern and to ensure coordination and
avoidance of duplication;

4. Recommends that the Secretary-General consider re-
sorting, where appropriate, to the expertise available in the
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch in matters
relating to the work ofthe International Law Commission
on the preparation of a draft statute for an international
criminal court and the draft Code of Crimes against the
Peace and Security of Mankind;

5. Invites Member States to ensure that their efforts
and arrangements aimed at cooperation and coordination

at the bilateral and regional levels take into account the
relevant activities and work of the United Nations crime
prevention and criminal justice programme;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to encourage and
facilitate cooperation and coordination in accordance with
the present resolution and to report on the subject to the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at
its third session.

43rdplenary meeting
27 July 1993





