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1989/4. Patterns of consumption and qualitativl.' 
indicators of development 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/ l 79 of 
17 December 1985 and Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1987/6 of 26 May 1987, 

2/ntprnational Standard Industrial Classification 0(,11/ Economic 
Activi1ies. Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 4/Rcv.2 (United 
Nations publication. Sales No. E.68.XVll.8). 

3E/CN.3/ I 989/8.
•standard Interna1iona/ Trade Classifica1ion. Revision 3. Statis­

tical Papers, Series M, No. 34/Rev.3 (United Nations publication. 
Sales No. E.86.XVII.12). 

1PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/4/Rev.3 and Add. I
,rnd 2. 

'PROVISIONAL 'IT/ESA/STAT/SER.M/77 and Add I. 

3. _ Considers that this requires a reliable measur­. 

mg mstrument consisting of a set of indicators 
related to living conditions, employment and the 
circumstances underlying themY' 

4. En�·ouraf!es c�u�tries, in this regard, to 
im­prove their basic stat1st1cal programmes and 

capabili­ties an<;J to make efforts to develop the 
collection processmg, analysis and dissemination of 

data relat� 
!ng to patterns of consumption, and invites the
mtern�li�mal community to strengthen the national
capab1ht1es o( the de_veloping countries with respect
to the �ollect1on of mtegrated socio-economic data
and their processing, in particular hy microcomputer,

'Daicial Re cords o( 1he /:"cono1111c and Son,1/ Council. /()S7 
Su p/emcnl No. Ii (E/ 19871 I 9).f,Ih1d, paras. LB-140 

9E/CN.3/ I 9891 I 4. 
'"General Asscmhly resolution 40/ 179 par;, : 

Recalling also the report of the Statistical Commis­
sion_ on its twenty-fourth session, 7 in particular, the 
section on development indicators,x 

Recogni::ing that the subject of patterns of con­
sumption and related socio-economic indicators is of 
considerable importance and priority for developing 
countnes, 

Reaffirming that the choice of indicators is a 
critical matter if structural shifh and trends in the 
development process are to be accurately assessed, 

Stressing that the development of indicators tai­
lored to the fundamental economic and socio-cultur­
al needs of the population in the fields identified in 
G�neral Assembly resolution 40/179 would help to 
onent natwnal development and support interna­
tional co-operation by helping Governments to for­
m1:1late �nd follow policies better geared to the well­
bemg of the population, 

Stressing also that in order for the international 
development strategy for the fourth United Nations 
development decade to be successful. there must be a 
range of indicators relating to economic and social 
progress, the application of concerted objectives and 
early-warning systems, 

Havint? exami'!ed the r�port of the Secretary-Gen­
eral and the United Natwns Rc�earch Institute for 
Social Development entitled '"Development of indi­
cators on patterns of consumption: qualitative as­
pects of developmcnt",9 

1. Strongly supports the work of the Statistical 
Office of the Secretariat, the United Nations Re­
search Institute for Social Development and the 
World Ba�k. which have made considerable progress 
m producmg development indicators, and encour­
ages the United Nations Children's Fund, the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organi�ation, the _World Health Organization and 
the regional commissions to continue their work on 
indicators tailored to the needs identified bv the 
General Assembly in its resolution 40/179: 

2. A.j]irms the need to identify. as a phase in the 
development process, patterns of consumption tai­
lored_ to the we11-being of populations and defined as 
a senes of n_umerical indicative objectives to permit 
the evaluation, for the use of countries, of the 
adequate level of satisfaction of fundamental eco­
nomi_c and so _cio-cultural needs in regard to food, 
housmg, clothmg, education, health care and neces­
sary social services: 

with a ,iew to having better and more up-to-date 
data: 

5. Agrees that the Handbook on Social lndica­
tors 11 prepared by the Statistical Office of the Secre­
tariat and the Living Standards Measurement Study 
and other conceptual work undertaken by the World 
Bank 1 � should con ta in guide! ines for the selection 
and compilation of indicators in the precise fields 
referred to in General Assembly resolution 40/179: 

6. Recommends that different ways of developing 
new indicators be explored and that advantage be 
taken in particular of the household survey mecha­
nisms available at the national level so as to include 
therein appropriate modules relating to patterns of 
consumption and the 4ualitative aspects of develop­
ment. while making wide use of conventional survev 
techniques as well as of new methods of collecting 
and processing data: 

7. Requests the United Nations Research Insti­
tute for Social Development and the Statistical Office 
of the Secretariat to continue their collaboration on 
the m-depth analysis of the views of Governments, m 
particular those of the developing countries, and on 
the timely completion of the national case-studies, of 
which there should be a greater number. endeavour­
ing to ensure their methodological coherence and the 
representation of all the developing regions and 
tak111g 11110 consideration the economic, technologi­
cal. social and environmental aspects of develop­
ment: 

8. M dcomcs the offer made by the Government 
of Morocco to act as host. in 1990, in co-operation 
with the United Nations Research Institute for Social 
pevelopment and any other interested organizations, 
111cludmg the World Bank and the Statistical Office 
of the Secretariat, to an international conference of 
high-level experts, open to the participation of the 
members of the Statistical Commission, for the 
purpose of examining methodological questions and 
the conceptual aspects of the qualitative indicators of 
development and of consolidating the various re­
search projects and studies currently under way on 
that subject; 

9. .-1grees that the conference would he preceded 
by a preparatory working group meeting to be 
convened at Geneva as soon as possible, under the 
auspices of the United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development and with the participation of 
appropriate international organizations, including 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nat1om, the United Nations Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and the World Bank, with 
a view to drawing up, inter alia. a common conceptu­
al framework with a relevant set of core indicators: 
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10. Recommend1 that appropriate extrabudgetary 

resources be allocated for the preparation of the case­
studies referred to in paragraph 7 above, and invites 
mterested donor countries, the relevant international 
organizations and other bodies and institutions 
wish­ing to par�icipate in the research work on 
patterns of consumptwn and qualitative indicators 
of develop­ment to make voluntary contributions 
for that pur­pose to the United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development: 
11. Req11e.11s the Secretarv-General to ensure the 

proper dissemination of the present resolution and to 

'Sec I ( "N I 19X91 I') 
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take it into consideration in the future work pro­
gramme of the Statistical Office of the Secretariat, 
and requests the Secretary-General and the United 
Nations Research Institute for Social Development 
to submit a final report, containing recommenda­
tions, to the Statistical Commission at its twenty­
sixth session. 

12th plenary meeting 
22 May 1989 




