Resolution

2011/25

Work of the Committee of Expertson the Transport
of Dangerous Goods and on the Globally Har monized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

The Economic and Social Council

Recalling its resolutions 1999/65 of 26 October 1999 and
2009/19 of 29 July 2009,

Having consideredhe report of the Secretary-General on the
work of the Committee of Experts on the TranspdrDangerous
Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of sifasation
and Labelling of Chemicals during the biennium 2620101

A. Work of the Committee regarding the transport
of dangerous goods

Recognizinghe importance of the work of the Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods antherGlobally
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicals
for the harmonization of codes and regulations tietp to the
transport of dangerous goods,

Bearing in mindthe need to maintain safety standards at all
times and to facilitate trade, as well as the intaoce of these
issues to the various organizations responsible foodal
regulations, while meeting the growing concern ttoe protection
of life, property and the environment through tledesand secure
transport of dangerous goods,

Noting the ever-increasing volume of dangerous goodsgein
introduced into worldwide commerce and the rapigansion of
technology and innovation,

Recalling that, while the major international instruments
governing the transport of dangerous goods by twéous modes
of transport and many national regulations are nbwtter
harmonized with the Model Regulations annexed toe th
Committee’s recommendations on the transport of géaous
goods, further work on harmonizing these instrurséatnecessary
to enhance safety and to facilitate trade, and Iliegaalso that
uneven progress in the updating of national inlamansport
legislation in some countries of the world contisu® present
serious challenges to international multimodal s@ort,

Noting with concernthat, despite the recommendations
contained in chapter 5.5 of tlRecommendations on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulatighsintended to alert

workers involved in opening and unloading transpanits
containing general cargo that has been fumigatetbr pto
shipment for phytosanitary purposes and who mayi@miliar
with the substantial risks of asphyxiation, intcdion and death
when such units have not been ventilated, acciddoting such

1 E/2011/91.

2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.09.VIlagd
corrigendum.



operations are still reported in port areas anandl container
depots,

1. Expresses its appreciationfor the work of the
Committee of Experts on the Transport of Danger@uods and
on the Globally Harmonized System of Classificatiand
Labelling of Chemicals with respect to matters ftielg to the
transport of dangerous goods, including their siégun transport;

2. Requestshe Secretary-General:

(a) To circulate the new and amended recommendstim
the transport of dangerous goéde the Governments of Member

States, the specialized agencies, the Internatiéwaiic Energy
Agency and other international organizations conedr

(b) To publish the seventeenth revised edition thé
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Gobuxlel
Regulationd and amendment 1 to the fifth revised edition od th

Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Golasual
of Tests and Criteriain all the official languages of the United
Nations, in the most cost-effective manner, nora@n the end of
2011,

(c) To make those publications available on thésiee of
the Economic Commission for Eurofeayhich provides secretariat

services to the Committee, in book format and @s@ CD-ROM,;

3. Invitesall Governments, the regional commissions, the
specialized agencies, the International Atomic Bgekgency and
the other international organizations concernedramsmit to the
secretariat of the Committee their views on the @Gottee’s work,
together with any comments that they may wish tdkenan the
recommendations on the transport of dangerous goods

4. Invites all interested Governments, the regional
commissions, the specialized agencies and the riatemal
organizations concerned to take into account tikememendations
of the Committee when developing or updating appedp codes
and regulations;

5. Invites in particular, the Governments of Member
States, the International Labour Organization arel lnternational
Maritime Organization to draw the attention of awtties and
other entities concerned with workplace safety he twarning,
marking, documentation and training provisions eoméd in
chapter 5.5 of theRecommendations on the Transport of
Dangerous Goods: Model Regulatiénsr in the International
Maritime Dangerous Goods Codeoncerning fumigated cargo
transport units, and to take appropriate steps rieuee their
implementation and workers’ awareness;

6. Requestdshe Committee to study, in consultation with
the International Maritime Organization, the Intetional Civil
Aviation Organization, the regional commissions arttle
intergovernmental organizations concerned, the ipdages of
improving the implementation of the Model Regulasoon the
transport of dangerous goods in all countries fog purposes of

3 See ST/SG/AC.10/38/Add.1 and 2.

4 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.11.VIII.1.
5 ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.5/Amend.1.

6 www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.html.



ensuring a high level of safety and eliminatinghteical barriers
to international trade, including through the figttharmonization
of international agreements or conventions goveagnithe
international transport of dangerous goods;

7. Invites all Governments, as well as the regional
commissions and organizations concerned, the Iateynal
Maritime Organization and the International CivilviAtion
Organization to provide feedback to the Committegarding
differences between the provisions of national, ioegl or
international legal instruments and those of the dilo
Regulations, in order to enable the Committee tovetlp
cooperative guidelines for enhancing consistenciywben these
requirements and reducing unnecessary impedimeatsjentify
existing substantive and international, regionald anational
differences, with the aim of reducing those diffeces in modal
treatment to the greatest extent practical and emguhat where
differences are necessary they do not pose impetsrte the safe
and efficient transport of dangerous goods; andindertake an
editorial review of the Model Regulations and vasomodal
instruments with the aim of improving clarity, usfiendliness
and ease of translation;

B. Work of the Committee regarding the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and
L abelling of Chemicals

Bearing in mindthat in paragraph 23%) of the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit on SustainabkevBlopment
(“Johannesburg Plan of Implementatio”),countries were

encouraged to implement the Globally Harmonized t&ys of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals as sosmassible with
a view to having the system fully operational by0g80

Bearing in mindalso that the General Assembly, in its
resolution 57/253 of 20 December 2002, endorsed the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and requestedtonomic
and Social Council to implement the provisions dfetPlan
relevant to its mandate and, in particular, to poten the
implementation of Agenda 21 by strengthening system-wide

coordination,
Noting with satisfaction:

(a) That the Economic Commission for Europe ant al
United Nations programmes and specialized agencaserned
with chemical safety in the field of transport orf dhe
environment, in particular the United Nations Emviment
Programme, the International Maritime Organizatiand the
International Civil Aviation Organization, have e&dy taken
appropriate steps to amend or update their legsfruments in
order to give effect to the Globally Harmonized f&ys of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals or arensidering
amending them as soon as possible,

7 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Develogpme
Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August—4 Septemd@? @Jnited
Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.1I.A.1 and agendum), chap. I,
resolution 2, annex.

8 Report of the United Nations Conference on Envirentrand
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June 1992, y&ebkolutions Adopted
by the Conferenc@éUnited Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.&lan
corrigendum), resolution 1, annex II.



(b) That the International Labour Organizationge tRood
and Agriculture Organization of the United Naticausd the World
Health Organization are also taking appropriatepstéo adapt
their existing chemical safety recommendations, esodand
guidelines to the Globally Harmonized System, imtigalar in the
areas of occupational health and safety, pestimidaagement and
the prevention and treatment of poisoning,

(c) That the Globally Harmonized System has been i
force in Mauritius since 2004,

(d) That New Zealand, where the first edition dfet
Globally Harmonized System has been in use sinc8120s
updating its national legislation in accordancehwtite provisions
of the third revised editiof,

(e) That in the European Union, the first adapte®? to

technical progress to its Classification, Labelliagd Packaging
Regulation!1 implementing the Globally Harmonized System in

its member States and in the European Economic ,Aeatered
into force on 25 September 2009 and that a secaaptation,
intended to bring the Classification, Labelling amhckaging
Regulation in line with the provisions of the thirdvised edition
of the Globally Harmonized System, is expected ¢opublished
within the first half of 2012,

(f) That in Serbia national legislation implemergi the
Globally Harmonized System entered into force onSEptember
20107

(g) That in the United States of America, the Quational
Safety and Health Administration of the Departmaerit Labor
published on 30 September 2009 a proposed rule ddify its
existing Hazard Communication Standard to conforinthwthe
third revised edition of the Globally Harmonizeds$gm?

(h) That implementation of the Globally Harmordze
Syst%m has started in the Republic of Korea, Singamnd Viet
Nam,

(i) That other Member States (e.g., Australia, Blra
Canada, China, Japan, Malaysia, the Russian Federafouth
Africa and Switzerland) participating in the acties of the
Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmoni&dtem of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals are aety preparing
revisions of national legislation or have developed already
issued standards applicable to chemicals in impheateon of the
Globally Harmonized Systerh,

9 Information on implementation of the Globally Haonized
System by country and through international legatiuments,
recommendations, codes and guidelines is availfabia
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementatehtml.

10 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 790/2009 of 10 Asig
2009, amending, for the purposes of its adaptatotechnical and
scientific progress, Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2@98he European
Parliament and of the Council on classificatiodling and packaging
of substances and mixture®fficial Journal of the European Union
vol. 52, L 235 of 5 September 2009).

11 Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008 of the EuropeariBaent
and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on clasaifan, labelling and
packaging of substances and mixtures, amendingepehling
Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and amen&agulation (EC)
No. 1907/2006 Qfficial Journal of the European Unigwol. 51, L 353
of 31 December 2008). The Regulation entered iotod on 20 January
2009.



() That a number of United Nations programmes and
specialized agencies and regional organizationgarticular the
United Nations Institute for Training and Researcthe
International Labour Organization, the World Healithganization,
the Economic Commission for Europe, the Asia-Pactonomic
Cooperation, the Organization for Economic Cooperatand
Development, Governments, the European Union ana- no
governmental organizations representing the chemicdustry,
have organized or contributed to multiple workshopeminars
and other capacity-building activities at the imt&tional, regional,
subregional and national levels in order to raiseniistration,
health sector and industry awareness and to prefparer support
the implementation of the Globally Harmonized Syste

Aware that effective implementation will require further
cooperation between the Subcommittee of ExpertthenGlobally
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicals
and the international bodies concerned, continuidrts by the
Governments of Member States, cooperation withitldeistry and
other stakeholders, and significant support forazaty-building
activities in countries with economies in transitiand developing
countries,

Recalling the particular significance of the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, the Internasio Labour
Organization and the Organization for Economic Garapion and
Development Global Partnership for Capacity-buitdinto
Implement the Globally Harmonized System of Classifion and
Labelling of Chemicals for building capacities ditlavels,

1. Commendghe Secretary-General on the publication of
the third revised edition of th&lobally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicéakin the six official
languages of the United Nations, in book form amdGD-ROM,
and its availability, together with related infortitamal material,
on the website of the Economic Commission for Eefowhich
provides secretariat services to the Committee xjpefEts on the
Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the Globallynttaized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemigals

2. Expresses its deep appreciatiom the Committee, the
Economic Commission for Europe, United Nations pesgmes,
specialized agencies and other organizations comeckefor their
fruitful cooperation and their commitment to theplamentation
of the Globally Harmonized System;

3. Requestshe Secretary-General:

(a) To circulate the amendmehisto the third revised
edition of theGlobally Harmonized System of Classification and
Labelling of Chemical$o the Governments of Member States, the
specialized agencies and other international ommins
concerned;

(b) To publish the fourth revised edition of ti@obally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labellingf o
Chemicald4 in all the official languages of the United Natfom

the most cost-effective manner, no later than thé ef 2011, and

12 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.09.Il.& dnd
corrigendum.

13 ST/SG/AC.10/38/Add.3.
14 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.11.11.E.6



to make it available on CD-ROM and on the websife tloe
Economic Commission for Europe;

(c) To continue to make information on the
implementation of the Globally Harmonized Systenaitable on
the website of the Economic Commission for Europe;

4. Invites Governments that have not yet done so to take
the necessary steps, through appropriate natiorratceplures
and/or legislation, to implement the Globally Hamimed System
as soon as possible;

5. Reiterates its invitatiorto the regional commissions,
United Nations programmes, specialized agencies atiuer
organizations concerned to promote the implemeotatf the
Globally Harmonized System and, where relevantantend their
respective international legal instruments addregsiransport
safety, workplace safety, consumer protection @r photection of
the environment, so as to give effect to the Glhbalarmonized
System through such instruments;

6. Invites Governments, the regional commissions, United
Nations programmes, specialized agencies and attgamnizations
concerned to provide feedback to the SubcommitfelExperts on
the Globally Harmonized System on the steps taken the
implementation of the Globally Harmonized Systemalhrelevant
sectors, through international, regional or nationkegal
instruments, recommendations, codes and guidelimesduding,
when applicable, information about the transitiopatiods for its
implementation;

7. EncouragesGovernments, the regional commissions,
United Nations programmes, specialized agencies atiuer
relevant international organizations and non-gowegntal
organizations, in particular those representing ustdy, to
strengthen their support for the implementationtloé Globally
Harmonized System by providing financial contritouts and/or
technical assistance for capacity-building actastiin developing
countries and countries with economies in tranaitio

C. Programme of work of the Committee

Taking noteof the programme of work of the Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods antherGlobally
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicals
for the biennium 2011-2012 as contained in pardgsa48 and 49
of the report of the Secretary-Geneftal,

Noting the relatively poor level of participation of expe
from developing countries and countries with ecofesmin
transition in the work of the Committee and the chée promote
their wider participation in its work,

1. Decidesto approve the programme of work of the
Committee of Experts on the Transport of Danger@uods and
on the Globally Harmonized System of Classificatiand
Labelling of Chemicals;

2. Stresseghe importance of the participation of experts
from developing countries and from countries widoeomies in
transition in the work of the Committee, calls imat regard for
voluntary contributions to facilitate their partpation, including
through support for travel and daily subsistenced dnvites



Member States and international organizations position to do
so to contribute;

3. Requeststhe Secretary-General to submit to the
Economic and Social Council in 2013 a report on the
implementation of the present resolution, the recmndations on
the transport of dangerous goods and the Globakyntbnized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

47th plenary meeting
27 July 2011



