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Effects of structural adjustment policies and foreign debt 
on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly 
economic, social and cultural rights 
 
 

 At its 46th plenary meeting, on 23 July 2003, the Economic and 
Social Council took note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
2003/21 of 22 April 20031 and approved the Commission’s decision to 
renew the mandate of the independent expert on the effects of structural 
adjustment policies and foreign debt on the full enjoyment of human 
rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights, for three years 
and to request him to submit an analytical report to the Commission on 
an annual basis on the implementation of Commission resolution 
2003/21, paying particular attention to the effects of the burden of 
foreign debt and the policies adopted to face them on the capacity of the 
Governments of developing countries to adopt policies and programmes 
for the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, as well as to 
recommend measures and actions that could be taken to alleviate such 
effects, especially in the poorest and heavily indebted countries. 

 The Council also approved the Commission’s request to the 
Secretary-General to provide the independent expert with all necessary 
assistance, in particular the staff and resources required to carry out his 
functions. 
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