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1998/269. The right to development 

At its 46th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1998, the 
Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1998/72 of22 April 1998, 39 endorsed 
the recommendation of the Commission, in view of the urgent 
need to make further progress towards the realization of the 
right to development as elaborated in the Declaration on the 
Right to Development, 50 to establish a follow-up mechanism, 
initially for a period of three years, consisting of: 

(a) The establishment of an open-ended working group 
to meet for a period of five working days each year, after the 
fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of the Commission on 
Human Rights, with a mandate: 

(i) To monitor and review progress made in the
promotion and implementation of the right to
development as elaborated in the Declaration on the
Right to Development, at the national and
international levels, providing recommendations
thereon and further analysing obstacles to its full
enjoyment, focusing each year on specific
connnitments in the Declaration;

(ii) To review reports and any other information
submitted by States, United Nations agencies, other
relevant international organizations and non­
governmental organizations on the relationship
between their activities and the right to
development;

(iii) To submit to the Commission on Human Rights for
consideration a sessional report on its deliberations,
including advice to the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights with regard
to the implementation of the right to development,
and suggesting possible programmes of technical
assistance at the request of interested countries with

50 General Assembly resolution 41/128, annex. 

the aim of promoting the implementation of the 
right to development; 

(b) The appointment by the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights of an independent expert with 
high competence in the field of the right to development, with 
a mandate to submit to the working group at each of its 
sessions a study on the current state of progress in the 
implementation of the right to development as a basis for a 
focused discussion, taking into account, inter alia, the 
deliberations and suggestions of the working group. 




