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. INTRODUCTION

1. ‘The present_repoft ﬁrovides the Commiésibn with a summary of the future
activities in statistics of the organizations of the United Nations system and
several international organizations putside the system,

2. The report is of necessity selective in coverage, owing to the strict page
limitation for sessional documents. . For most of the organizations, the plan period
is jdentified, but for some, no specific plan period is indicated. In the case of
the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat, the new medium-term plan
for 1992-1997 (As45/06 (Prog. 24)) is before the Commission for discussion under
agenda item 12 {(¢). A draft version of the plan (E/CN.3/1989/CRP.2) was discussed
under agenda item 12 (¢) at the twenty-fifth session of the Commission. The draﬁt,
revised to take inte account the comments of the Commission, was then reviewed by
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination during the first part of its
thirteenth session and was endorsed by the General Assembly at its forty-fifth
session in resolution 45/253. ' '

3. The general orientation of the future work of each organization remains
largely unchanged from that cet out in the previous report to the Commission.- New
activities and activities which have been cancelled or modified significantiy are
discussed. Routine, continuing activities, such as the issuance of recurrent
publications, and other activities that have not changed since the twenty-fifth
session of the Commission are not reported. :

1. UNITED NATIONS

4., In light of the fact that the statistics portion of the new United Nations
medium-term plan (A/45/6 (Prog. 24))_is before the Commission and will be
considered under agenda item 12 (c), a full presentation of the plans for the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat has been deleted from this
report. The work of the Statistical Office is covered under two organizational
headings. Work in connection with subprogrammes 1-4 of the medium-term plan is
presented under the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs (DIESA)
(see sect, II-A below) and work carried out in connection with subprogramme 5 is
presented under the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development (see

sect. II-B below).

A. Department of International Economic and Social Affairs:
Statistical Qffice (1992-1697) 1/

L O AR e e e S e e

%. Activities which have been cancelled or modified significantly are dealt with
in the documents for individual fields of statistics which are before the
Commission for discussion. _According;g,_the present report should be read in
conjunction with-thﬁ:gqilowing documen¢ﬁ@- national accounts (E/CN.3/1991/5);

. harmonization of thg Bystem of National. Acgounts (SKA) and the System of Balances

Faen
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of the National Economy (MPS) (E/CN.3s1991/13); service statistics
{E/CN.3/1991/15); industrial statistics (E/CN.3/1991/18); civil registration and
vital statistics systems (E/CN.3/1991/19); price statistics (E/CN.3/1991/19);
environment statisties (E/CN,3/1991/23); general development and integration of
methodological work (E/CN.3/1991/24); and updated information on the work of the
Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat (E/CN.3/1991/30). In
addition, reference may be made to the note by the Secretary-General entitled "Work
programme of the Statistical Office of the’ Unlted Nations Secretariat for 1992-1993
and related information" (E/CN.3/1991/31).

B. Department of Technical Co-operation for Development
{1992-1997) .

6. The Department of Technical Co-operation for Development has overall
responsibility for the implementation of technical co-operation projects in
statistics and statistical data processing shown under subprogramme 5 of the new
medium~-term plan (A/45/6 (Prog. 24)). The Statistical Office continues to provide
substantive support to the Department for these activities.

7. Activities which have been cancelled or significantly modified are reflected
in the reports of the Secretary-General on technical co-operation activities in the
fields of statistics rendered by the United Nations system, other internatiomnal
organizations and countries {(E/CN, 3/1991/25), and the National Household Survey
Capability Programme (E/CN.3/1991/26); updated information on the work of the
Statistical Office (E/CN.3/1991/30). In addition, reference may be made to the
note by the Secretary-General on the proposed work programme of the Statistical
Office for 1992-1993 (E/CN.3/1991/31),

C. Ecopomic Commission for Europe"(1992-1997)

8. The socioc-economic changes in Eastern BEurope have prompted a fundamental
review and a major re-orientation of the work programme of the Economic Commission
for Europe (ECE) in the field of statistics. The results of the review process
undertaken by the plenary session of the Conference of European Statisticians in
June 1990 are reflected in changes concerning the structure of the _programme
elements, their priorities, and the role the Conference intends to play in regional’
statistical co- operation.

9. Regional statistical co-operation and all matters affecting the organization
and operation of statistical services were 1ntegrated into a single subprogramme
with the work directly supervised by heads of national statistical offices in the
ECE region. A new subprogramme on statistical information technology was created,
and it is expected that the issues of a harmonized design and development of
statistical databases with a view to a facilitated electronic data 1nterchanqe will
probably occupy the forefront of the work in this field.
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10. TIn determining priorities, the Conference decided to attach first priority to
thosé programme elements in the fields of economic, social, demographic,
environment and natural resource statistics, which are characterized by a
pronounced developmental component. -In concrete terms, this means that the
Conference will continue to devote much of the resources at its disposal to
environment and natural resource statistics. In addition, the development of
internationally comparable service statistics, of business registers, and of
statistics of the hidden and informal economic activities inside the production
‘boundary of national accounts are currently envisaged to be given high priority.
The Conference also recognized the importance of social and demographic statistics
for measuring change in transition economies. Social repercussions of the

transition process should be closely monitored, and it was agreed that future work
by the Conference on social indicators should be urgently clarified.

D, Economic and Socia1'Commissioﬁ for Asia and the
Pacific (1992-1997) :

11. A basic strategy in the statistics subprogrammes for the biennium 1992-1993
will continue to be to assist the countries in strengthening and consolidating
their statistical capacity. Due to the heterogeneity of the region, more careful
. attention will need to be given to the design of technical activities of .interest
to groups of countries identified by their statistical -development needs,
priorities and level of sophistication of statistical applications.. The theme of
human resources development will continue to be integrated into the subpreramme‘s
activities, in conjunction with the work of the Statistical Institute for Asia and
the Pacific. '

12. The statistical implications of the International Development Strategy for the
Fourth United Nations Development Decade will be addressed. Increasing concern
with the qualitative aspects of development, including social justice and the
environment, will be reflected in the secretariat's activities, along with greater
efforts for the measurement of living standards at the micro level., 1In view of
gr0wihg concern at the depletion of natural resources assets in the region, special

attention will be paid to environmental and natural resource accounting.

13. Among the newer areas of work will be the development of service statistics
including the concepts, definitions, classifications and data collection
methodologies, as well as the development of small areas statistiecs.' The work on
the International Comparison Preject will continue to be supported, and issues
relating to the management of statistical services will receive heightened
attention during the 1992-1993 plan period.

14; Efforts will be made to introduce a new dissemination service through the
provision of statistics on diskettes for microcomputers, and through other media.
An ESCAP-wide statistical data base providing access to the United Nations data
_pases at New York and Geneva and those of other international agencies will be
completed, given the availability of resources. : ' '

leun
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1%, The secretariat's work on government sector computerization in the biennium
1962-1993 will be to continue to address the underlying policy and management
issues and assist in the establishment of the reguisite ccherent, and
complementary, organizational and technical infrastructures. ‘At the regional
level, it is envisaged that ESCAP will assume theé role of focal point for the-
transfer between countries of the experience gained and the methodologies developed
in public sector computerization, particularly through the organization of
workshops and the establishment and maintenance of reglonal 1nformat10n technology
networks.

E.  Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean‘(1992—1997?

Subprogramme l. Regional framework on statistical information

16. The main objectives pursued within this subprogramme during 1992- 1993 will
prlmarlly be:

(a) To develop integrated statistical data=baseé for mainframe as well as
microcomputers;

(b} To enhance data cohparability by using the latest international
classifications such as the SITC Rev,3, ISIC Rev.3, Harmonized System (HS) and
Central Product Classification (CPC).

Subpreogramme 2. Statistical development, statistical analysis and regional

co-cperation

17. The performance under this headlng during the perlod 1992 1993 is to comply
with the following concrete targets:

{(a) Studies will be carried out on estimates of income distribution, poverty
situations, labour and social indicators. Likewise, annual reports on the
evolution of the social situation in Latin America and the Caribbean will be
issued. For that purpose, ECLAC will continue developing statistical methods and
techniques for the measurement of living conditions and will collaborate with the
countries in strengthening the National Household Survey Capability Programme
(NHSCP). undertaken by the Statistical Office; equally, with the investigations of
the Regional Employment. Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean (PREALC):

(b) An evaluation will be done on the implementation of the new System of
National Accounts (SNA) in Latin America and the Caribbean, pointing out

‘difficulties and likely solutions. The conclusions of the work will be transmitted

to the experts:of the countries, aiming at a mutual achievement of the statistical
techniques used in each country; at the same time, information will be given on the
new recommendations that could emanate from the interinstitutional Working Group.
This task implies organizing and co-ordinating country expert groups in different

o
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areas of national accounts, in a way they can encounter, from a regional point of
view, the numerous problems which no doubt will persist. On the other hand, once
the information is organized according to the SITC Rev.3 and the ISIC Rev.3, a
group of indicators will be prepared in each field in order to show the countries
the usefulness of this type of information; to this regard, computing programmes
will be designed to facilitate the use of ‘data and will be supplied to the
countries when required; ' '

(c) In the field of technical co-operation, priority will be given to the
development of household surveys: statistical organization, economic statistics and
national accounts; and, transference and adjustment of computing systems in the
statistical field. ' : :

F. . Economic Commission for Africa (1992-1997)

18, The main activities in the area of general aspects of co-ordination and
organization during the period 1992-1993 will include::

(a) The preparation and servicing of the seventh session of the Joint
Cconference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, the eighth meeting
of Directors of Centres participating in the Statistical Training Programme for
Africa (STPA), and workshops on statistical computing and development of

statistical data bases;

() Advisory missions to member States on statistical organization and on
the development and maintenance of national statistical data bases:;

(¢) Publication of the African Statistical Yearbook, African Socio-economic
Indicators and other current technical publications such as Integrated Social,
Demographic, Environmental and Economic data; Statistical Newsletter; Directory of

African Statisticians; Directory of EDP Centres_and Experts in Africa etc.

19. For the period under consideration, the main activities in national accounts
and economic statistics will involve: : '

{a) The preparation and the distribution to member states and other users of
national series data and technical publications on national accounts, industry,
international trade and industry: o

(b) Servicing of seminars, workshops and working groups in the fields of
national accounts, international trade and industry; '

(c) Aadvisory missions. to member States on improving the quality, coverage and
methodology of their basis economic statistics and national accounts needed for -
development policy formulation and planning, and reducing the data'gaps and time
lags. ' ' ' :

VAP
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20. During the same period, the activities in the area of demcgraphic, social,
household and environment statistics will include the following:

(a} Publication of national series on demographlc and soc;al statlstlcs,

African Compendium on Env1ronment Statistics:

(b} Prepafation and development of technical publiqatioﬁs and guidelines on

demographic surveys in Africa; the applications and analysis of household survey
data relevant to the African region and environmental accounting:

{(c) Organization of an intergovermmental working group on social indicators
framework of relevance to Africa:

(d) Advisory missions to member States on the organization, planning and
conduct of population and housing censuses, household surveys and development of
civil registration systems and vital statistics collection and for establishing or
improving environment statistics in national statistical offices and for data
collection.

G. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (1992-1997)
21. The main'activities plannedffor 1992-1993 will include:

_ {a) A regional workshop on the rev1sed SNA will be conducted in the second
half of 1993,

(b} A study on social statistics in the ESCWA region will be prepared for the
assessment of the present situation of these statistics and their future
development,

{(c) A regional seminar on vital registration and statistics will be held for
cofficials responsible for registration and compilation of vital statistics in the
region;

(d) A regional training wo;kshop on industrial statisties is planned in 1993
in connection with the World Programme of Industrial Statistics;

{e) A programme for the development of environment statistics in the ESCWA
region will be prepared for 1992-1993, including an expert group meeting to be
held in 1993 to discuss, among other things, international guidelines and
recommendations: '

(f) The intergovernmental meeting'of heads of central statistical

. organizations which will be held in 1993 to review the ESCWA statistical programme

and to establish its main orlentatlon.

Foen
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H, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (1992-1997)

22. UNCTAD will continue .to work in clese collaboration with the Statistical
Office and international agencies in refining and updating statistical
methodologies and harmonizing economic classifications with a view to improving -
coverage, timeliness and level of details of trade reported by developing countries .
via the ASYCUDA prOJect. For: the purpose of the General System of Preferences,
foreign trade data from developing. ‘countries are needed at a detailed level,
-preferably at the tarlff llne 1eve1 or 1n terms of the Harmonlzed System,

23. Further work is under way to. 11nk the comprehen51ve Economic Time Series to
the data bases of other international agenc1es to facilitate access and exchange of
data. UNCTAD is actively seeking to enlarge the number of developing countries
that report private and public financial flows to other developing countries and
agencies. UNCTAD will continue its efforts to improve the trade deflator system in
particular with regard to manufactures originating in developing countries. The
Commodity Price Bulletin, which is at present limited to primary commodities, will
be enlarged to 1nc1ude energy prlces as well as manufactured goods prices.

I. United Nations Children's Fund (Plan period not given)

24. Work in statisties will contlnue on UNICEF publications such as the The State
of the World's Chlldren and Statistics 'on Children in UNICEF Assisted Countries.
The third edition of the UNICEF Statistics Pocketbook is expected to be released.
Much of the ongoing work related to. statisties will continue, though with some
differing emphases. The major change in emphasis will occur in the monitoring of
the well-being of children. The World Summit for Children, held in New York in
September 1990 and attended. by over 70 heads of State or Government, advocated that
all countries adopt specific ‘goals for children for the 19903.' Major goals
delineated by the Summit included:. reduction of under-five mortality; reduction of
maternal mortality; rediuction of severe and moderate malnutrition; universal:access
to safe drinking water and sanitary means of excreta disposal; unlversal access to
basic education; reduction of adult 1111teracy, and protection of children in
especlally difficult circumstances. Monitoring of:progress towards these goals was
also recognized by the Summit as a mandatory activity and countries were requested
to establish the appropriate mechanisms for doing so. However, recognizing that
many developing countries, particularly the least developed and the most indebted
ones, will need substantial international support, the Summit Plan of Action
explicitly identified the need for the United Nations to provide monitoring
assistance to countries. As the world's lead agency for children, UNICEF is
adapting itself to playing a major role in monitoring the well-belng of children
and the progress towards ¢hild related goals for the 1990s. n

fees
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II. SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, INTERNWNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
AND GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE -

A. International Labour Qrganisation (1992-1993)

25. The core activities of the Bureau of Statistics will concentrate on preparing
reports and discussion papers for the Fifteenth International Conference of Labour
Statisticians (ICLS) which will be held in the autumn of 1992. Two meetings of.
experts will be organized in 1992 to examine the issues involved in the statistical
measurement. of informal sector employment and in the revision of the International
Classification of Status in Employment. . Another report and draft resolution will
also be prepared on statistics of strikes and lockouts.

26. The Statistical Sources and Methods series will be continuously up-dated but
will also be expanded to include topics not previously covered. The Bureau is
considering the pessibility of issuing a new edition of one volume every year at
the same time as the ¥Yearbook of Labour Statistics. The ILO intends in the course
of 1992-93 to produce two new major volumes of sources and methods (in English};
one will be on strikes and lockouts. The other will be on wages, hours of work and
labour costs. Work will also start on compiling the methodological practices with’
respect to statistics of occupational injuries.

27. Special data bases will be developed to increase the capability of the Bureau
to provide statistics, within and outside the Office, on topics which are essential
but which cannot be regularly disseminated, such as informal sector employment,
training and workers, public sector employment, statutory minimum wages, labour
productivity. ' B

28. Should additional resources become available, the Bureau will:

{a} Restructure the ILO Year Book of Labour Statistics in order to enhance
the analytlcal use of the ILO data base and to collect more consistent data with a
more complete coverage;

(b) ‘Develop a system of éataloguing the contents of statistical publications
in the ILO in order to éxploit more systematically the wealth of statistical
information that currently exists in the ILO library;

'(c)_ Study the possibility of disseminating its 1abour_statistids on CD-ROM;

(d) Investigate the replécement of data cocllection through. questionnaires
with more modern procedures {such as electronic data interchange or interactive

guestionnaire on floppy disks):

{e} Publish a supplement to ISCO 88 which would contain detailed descriptions
of some 1,500 occupations and an updated and improved index of occupational titles;

FANN
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(£) Publish a set of 1abour indicators relevant for monitoring employment and
labour issues policies;

(g) Establish a centre:for statistical services for in-house use.

B. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
{1992-1993) '

29. Emphasis will be given tc the full development of the FAQ World Agricultural
Information Centre which will provide statistics of acceptable guality to users
inside and outside FAO. This will take intc consideration development in modern
dissemination technology, comprehensive identification of users' data needs and
in-depth appraisal of. the quality and timeliness of the statistical information to
be stored and retrieved by users. - : ‘

30. Efforts to encourage developing countries to carry out their census of
agriculture within the -framework of the FAO Programme for the 1990 World Census of
Agriculture will be intensified. . Improved frames for agricultural censuses and
surveys and use of network of mxcrocomputers will be considered to improve data
guality and timeliness.

31. With improvement in the financial situation, the following activities will be
continued: - trade matrices, animal feed balances, statistics on marketing costs and
margins, development of a personal computer based data processing system,
application of remote sensing for country-wide land use data, publication of the
long-term series on per caput crop and livestock production and of the FAQ
statistical pocketbooks, average food balance sheets, manuals on liveéstock
statistics, sampling technigues, land use statistics, and agr;cultural census’
methodology. Environment statistics related to agriculture will be a new programme
element. Within the framework of the International Conference on Nutrition, to be
held in Rome at the end of 1992, the Sixth World Food Survey will be published.

32. FAQ will continue to co-operate with the United Nations National Household
Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP) on the collection of food and agricultural data
through household surveys and with the World Bank on alternative survey approaches
for obtaining timely and reliable estimates of food production, especially in
countries of Sub-Saharan Africa.

C. United Nations FEducational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (1990-1995)

33. Activities will aim at refining and updating methodologies which may be
concerned - for example, with terminology, measurement, data identification,
collection and processing. Manuals and guides will be brought up to date or
prepared, while special efforts will be made to ensure wider application and
implementation of UNESCO's standard-setting instruments concernlng the collection
of international statistics. Improvement in the dlssemlnatlon of statistical data

Few




E/CN.3/1991/2¢9
English
Page 13

and publications will: concern the UNESCO Statistical Yearbook' and. other major
publications, and will be achieved by maklng data from the UNESCO Statistical Data
Bank availablé in either machine- readable format or’ through direct access to the

data bank.

34. During the first phase of the Plan, investigations will be undertaken to
identify and quantify additional key data on cultural "industries" and on research
and development in higher education.  During the second phase, in-depth surveys and
studies to assess literacy levels and the practice of languages and sports will be
envisaged, while statistical work regarding adult education and lifelong training
of sc1entlsts and engineers will be bequn durlng the thlrd phase. 

35. Co—operation with the Unlted Nat;ons-system and other international
organizations will be pufsued} particularly in areas related to the consolidation
of classification systems. Co-operation will also take place with the Statistical
Qffice, to which UNESCO will provide inputs for subject areas coming within its
fields of competence, as well as for the statlstlcal component of the World Decade
for Cultural Development. In accordance with the policy of the United Nations ACC
Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities concerning the non-duplication of data

‘collection within the system, the regular exchange of data between UNESCO, the .

United Nations and other specialized agencies will be ccntinued.;-Similarly, UKBESCO
will provide the statistical input to the United Nations programme on prospective
studies. Finally, co-operation with governmental and non-governmental
organizations will be maintained with a view to promoting the international
collection and comparabzllty of statlstlcs relatlng to their resgectlve fields of
competence. :

D, Internat10na1 C1v11 Av;at;on Organxzatlon
(Plan perlod not- glven) S

36. Improvement in efflclency rather than expansion and dlver31f1cat10n remains
the principal goal of the Organlzatlon. Special emphasis will be placed on the
application of advance technology to'the collection, processing and dissemination
of statistics, including the development of a data bank with world-wide
accessibility. Estimates of airline traffic will be provided quarterly and
eventually monthly, on a world—w1de and reglonal basis.

37. With regard to assistance to member States, efforts to promote the regular
collection, analysis and publlcatlon of civil aviation statistics at the national
level will be intensified through a programme of tralnlng courses, visits to
States, informal workshops and guldellnes. :

E. World Health Organizatiqg (1991-1993)

38. WHO will assist mémber States to carry out the second evaluation of the
implementation of their health-for-all strategies in 1991, On the basis of these
couptry reports, global and regional evaluations of progress with health~for- all
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strategies will be prepared by the WHO secretariat. Responding to requests from
many member States and various technical programmes, the Health Situation and Trend
Assessment Programme will promote the strengthenlng of future trend assessment in
the health field.

39. After endorsement by the World Health Assembly at its forty-third session, in
May 1990, the three-volume set (tabular llst, notes and instruction for use, and
alphabetical index) of the Tenth Revision of the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-10) will be prepared for printing and publlcatlon. ICDP-10 will come
into use as from 1 January 1993. In order to meet the needs of countries unable to
implement the full provisions of ICD- 10, a separate volume containing the
three-character level of the classification with inclusion terms, exclusion notes
and its own alphabetical index will also be published. The process of revising the

International C1a551f1cat10n of Impalrment§, Disabilities, and Handicaps (ICIDH),

initiated in 1990, will lead to a revised version by. 1993.

40. The World Health Statistics Quarterly and the World Health Statistics Annual

will continue to publish information on the global health situation and trends.
The Eighth Report on the World Health Situation will -also be publlshed, based on
the data obtained from the second Health for All Evaluation. .The Weekly .
Epidemiological Record will contlnue to publish periodic statistics on various
topics.

41. The Spec1al Programme for Research and Tralnlng in Tropical Dlseases of WHO
held a training course in the use of computers and software for statistics for East
African participants in Zambia in September 1990. The Special Programme of
Research, Development and Research Tralnlng in Human Reproduction of WHO will
continue its plan for strengthening biostatistics, epidemiological and data
processing capabilities in countries with a training course in Africa on advanced
methods in statistics and microcomputer applications., A programne on multicentre
studies on contraceptive methods will be undertaken in China.

F, Wbrld'Bank.(Plen-period_not éiven)

42. The two major initiatives of the Bank in the area of 1ntegrated household
surveys, the Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) K and the Social Dimensions of
Adjustment project (SDA) will be pursued and expanded_to cover additional
countries. It is anticipated that SDA will. be implemented in all of the 30
Sub-Saharan African countrles that have joined the project. :Particular. emphasis
will be placed on enhanczng the capacity of member countries to carry out surveys
by strengthenlng their 1nst1tut10nal capac1ty.

43. In the context of strengthenlng the general stat13t1cal capa01ty of
Sub-Saharan African countries, the Bank will undertake case studies and formulate
appropriate proposals for medium- term development of national .capacity.  Working
with other agencies, it will seek to put in place - arrangements that promote more
effectlve delivery: of external techn1ca1 1nputs.

Foae
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44, Methodological work related to the improvement of the international
comparability of GNP estimates will be pursued. This will include work related to
the possible use of ICP data. The conversion of MPS based estimates of national
income to SNA aggregates will also be pursued.

45, Statistical work on environmental data will be pursued in two major
directions. Experiments with environmentally adjusted national accounts will be
done -through country case studies. At the same time, the Bank will identify and
collect appropriate env1ronmenta1 indicators for use in the context of operational
and policy dlscu551ons w1th ‘member dountries. :

48, 'The Bank* s'Debtor Reporting System will be supplemented by data from other
agencies, including the Organisation of Economic Co-~operation for Development and
regional banks. The strengthening of national capabilities in recording,
compiling, and reporting external-debt data will receive high priority.

47, Improved dissemination of data compiled by the Bank to member Govermments will
be a major activity. Data will be made available in a variety of forms, including
CD-ROMS. For meeting the internal needs of the Bank staff, enhanced capacities
will be put in place whereby staff will be able to access mainframe data, including
metadata from linked personal coemputers now available to almost all Bank staff.

G. International Monetary Fund (1990-19¢5)

48, Technical co-operation -in statistics will continue as a major activity of the
work of the Bureau of Statistics of the Iaternational Monetary Fund (IMF). It is
expected that more than 20 per cent of the economist staff resources of the Fund's
Bureau of Statistics will be devoted to this activity, which will centre mostly on
improving the statistical collection capabilities and methodological practices of
developing countries. Priorities in:this area will be centred on countries in
which the statistical base is weak or where the data collection and reporting
processes in the main fields of economic statistics are in need of review,
Particular attention will be given to countries that have approached IMF with
requests for the use of its financial resources.

49, In the area o6f data communications with member countries, IMF will seek out
opportunities. provided by advances in technology to improve data reporting to the
Fund via electronic data links. Efforts are under way to establish appropriate
data interchange standards. .‘Attention will be given to co-ordinating demands for
data from member countries, both: at the institutional level and in conjunction with
other organizations, to facilitate reporting and avo;d duplicative data reporting
by member countrzes.

50. IMF will contlnue to be closely involved in the successful conclusion of the
revision of the United Nations Bystem of National Accounts (SNA). In close
collaboratlon.w1th the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat, the
Statistical Office of the European Communities, the World Bank and the Organisation
of Economic Co-operation and Development, IMF will participate actively in the
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final round of expert group meetings and the subsequent review meetings, and will
aim to contribute as appropriate to the draft document to be presented to the
Statistical Commission at its twenty-sixth session, in 1991,

51. In association with work on the SNa, the period 1990-1995 is expected to be an
active time for IMF in reViewlng the statistical methodologies in those fields
coming within its purview. This 1nc1udes especially the preparation of a revised
Balance of Payments Manua] (the most recent, fourth, edition was issued in 1977}
and a guide to money and banking statistics. IMF is also undertaklng a study on
the measurement of international capital flows as a follow-up to the study on the
statistical discrepancy in world current account balances {the Esteva Report) that
was publlshed in 1987.

H. Universal Postal Union (1991-1994)
52, Statistical activities at the UPU have the following broad objectives:

(a) Systematically to fecord'data on postal traffic volumes so as to deduce
~ general trends and make extrapolations for the future;

(b)) To collect information on staffing patterns and volumes, financiai
operating performance, performance of the postal financial services, technical
means etc., of UPU member countries; :

{e¢) To determine and quantify the level of services available-to the public;

(d} To determine the evolutlon of the postal serv1ces in general over a
perlod of time; :

(e} To promote the use of statlstlcs by postal admlnlstratlons as an
effective instrument for managing and plannlng their services:

(f)' To determine the direction and velume of technical assistance to UPU
member countries.

53. At UPU headguarters, statlstlcal work is based on data received from
Governments in response .to an annual quest;onnalre. After verification and
computation, this data is ‘published in the Postal Services Statistical Yearbook.
Reflecting the concern on the part of some member countries, a study is now under
way to further simplify and rationalize the structure of these statisties. A
three-yearly report on the development of the postal services (covering the
situation up to 1989) will be published in 1991, and a similar flve-yearly raport
covering the period 1987-1991 w111 be published in 1993/94.

54, Further, given the genefal demand on the part of UPU member countries, it has
been decided to install a computerized data base at UPU headquarters. The data
base is expected to become fully operational from 1993 onwards. It is expected
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that the data base will go a long way in improving the level of the postal services
in general.

55. Finally, expert missions and study fellowships'relating to statistics have

been a usuval part of the technical assistance calendar, and it is expected that
they will contlnue to be so0.

I. International Telecommunication Union {(1991-1993)

56, The ongoing activities of the International Telecommunlcatlon Union (ITU) with
regard to telecommunication St&tlSthS will be oriented towards:

{(a) Improving the accuracy., utility and timeliness for collection, processing
and dissemination of reliable statlstlcal 1nformat10n concerning global
telecommunication;

{b) Analysing the information collected in new and innovative ways to show
the trends of telecommunlcat1on development in the world,

{c) Continuing the publication of the Yearbook of Telecommunication
Statistics, with fuller statistics relating to network growth, services and
applications, operations and providers, and economlcs,

{8} Introducing new telecommunication technologles and new statistics
information systems.

(e} Establishing a unit within ITU for co-ordination of telecommunication
statistics.

J. HWorld Intellectual Property Qrganization
{Plan period not given)

57. Technical publications issued in 1988: WIPQ, Industrial Property
Statistics, 1985, which incorporated the improvements and changes outlined in
document E/CN.3/1987/22, reviewed at the previous session of the Commission.

K. United Nations Industrial Development Organization (1991~1995)

58. The programme of work of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) calls for relatively few additions or major changes in the
period 1991-1995. Minor changes in orientation of priority, including the
following: :
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{a) The collection of detailed information in order to improve 1nternat10nal
comparablllty and timeliness:

{b) Expansion of collection activities to include both official and
unofficial information which can serve as investment guides and for monitoring
industrial operations; '

{(c¢) Dissemination of results through recurrent publications and external
distribution of 1ndustrlal statistics in machlne readable form;

(d) Provision of technical assistance, on request, to a531st developing

countries in areas of data processing, storage and retrieval in connectlon with
industrial census, surveys, data analysis and related activities.

L. Internatienal Atomic Energy Aqeﬂcv (Plan period not given)

59. The Internatlonal Atomlc Energy Agency (IAEA) collects, processes and
distributes statistics whenever necessary for the execution of its programmes. As
part of its research and 1sotopes programme, IAEA maintains statistics on nuclear
phy51cs and on research reactor utlllzatlon for dlstrlbutlon to member States. As
part of its nuclear energy programme, statistics are maintained on nuclear power
plant operations and energy economics. As part of its nuclear safety programme,
statisties are maintained on incidents at nuclear power statistics. No new areas
of statistical collection are planned. The empha31s in the immediate future will
be on providing more comprehensive statistics in a more flexible manner (in some
cases machine-readable) to member States.

M. General Ag:eement on Tariffe.and Tredet(1§91—1993)

60. Between now and 1993, emphasis will be given'to the data required for customs
tariff assessments resulting from the current round of negotiations as well as
meeting the internal needs of GATT.

61. A project of major 1mportance will contlnue to be the Integrated Data Base
which is expected to be operational in 1991. ' It ‘contains tariff line data on
imports, tariffs and quantitative restrictions. The tariff lines are based on the
Harmonized System. Over time, it is expected that the Integrated Data Base will be
expanded to include exports and ‘other categorles of non- -tariff measures on which
nformatlon is supplled by contracting partles. , :

62. Another project is the GATT Data Base on Internatxonal Trade 1n Services u51ng
1nformat10n from the Internatlonal Monetary Fund, OECD, -the Internatlonel Labour
Office, the (United Nations Secretariat) Statistical Office and nat10na1 sources.
Efforts will concentrate on improving the coverage in terms of both economlc series
and country detail and on improving the comparablllty of data.
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63. Continued support will be given, in collaboration with other international
organizations, to studies in methodology regarding international trade statistics
and related subjects.

III. OTHER INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

A. Council for Mutual Economic AssiStanoe (1991-1993)

64. The following areas and topics of co- operatlon have been established between
member countries of the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) in the fleld
of statistics in 1991 and in the subsequent few years:

(a) Integration of SNA and MPS; development of the methodology of computation
of GNP and GDP;

(b) Harmonization of the CMEA C1ass;f1cat10n of Branches of Natlonal Economy
(CBNE)} and the United Wations ISIC:

(c) Improvement in the international trade statistics, taking into account
United Nations international recommendatlons in this area of statistics;

'(d) Development of the methodology of inflation estimates;
(e) Development of the methodology of price indexes;
(£) Unemployment estimate methodology:

(g) Methods of statistical surveys of internal markets in the interested CMEA
member countries: to what extent the demands on consumer goods and services are
met; the quality of goods and services consumed; -

(h) Publishing of statistical yearbooks and bulletins: Statistical Yearbook
of CMEA Member Countries, Statistical Handbook of CMEA, the statistical abstract
“"International trade of CMEA member countries”, quarterly statistical bulletins
containing data on national economy and international trade, the information
bulletin “Co-operation of the CMEA member countries in the field of statisties",
and international comparison of basic economic indicaters of rational economic’
development of the CMEA member countries and Yugoslavia, 1988 data;

(i) Development of analytical statistical publications on the economies of
CMEA member countries in 1990, the environment in CMEA member countries and efforts
to protect it in 1990,‘co»operat10n of CMEA member countrles and economic growth in
Viet Nam, Cuba and Mongolla. further improvements in' data processing systems in the
CMEA member countrles.
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B. Statistical Office of the European Communities (1991)

65. The year 1991 will seé a speeding-up in implementation of sectoral statistics
programmes related to the objectives of the Single Act., Focus will be on gradually.
setting up the General Industrial Classification of Economic Activities within the
European Communities (NACE) and on pilot surveys to test the new method for
elaborating statistics on intra-Community trade. -Activities will also be devoted
to creating a register of European enterprises and adopting PRODCOM, the
standardized classification of community industrial production.

66. - Economic and social cohesion will be encouraged by revising the. economic
accounting system to produce a more uniform arrangement at Community and national
levels and creating a system of regicnally cdmparable statistical indicators as a
reference tool for allocating regional funds. The increased pace of financial and
monetary integration will be reflected in activities aimed at creating new
community indicators to replace national 1nd1cators on money supply, capltal flows
and the balance of payments.

67. In environment statistics, physical pollution indicators will be introduced
and methodological studies on the economic impact ¢f envirommental protection
measures will be undertaken. A new computerized commercial and tariff statistics
management system to follow up the GATT negotiations and the Uruguay Round will be
introduced. In that framework, insufficiencies of the system of statistics on
international’ transactlons in services will be addressedaﬁ

68. Technical co-operation in statlstxcs with the least developed countries will
continue. In addition, due to the recent polltlcal developments in Eastern Europe,
a co- operatlon programme w1th the countries of that region will be set up.

69, Finally, with a view to easing the burden which statistical surveys 1mpose on
enterprises, EUROSTAT has undertaken work on a computerized message system
(EDIFACT-STATISTIQUE), the aim being to elaborate norms and systems for using the
information processed by or exchanged among enterprlses to produce rapid and
comparable statistics.

IV, NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION
A. Inter-American Statistical Institute (1990-1993)
70.  According to'the:new'organizétion_df the Institute,-its actiﬁities for the
period 1990-1995 will be coriented towards complementing the work carried out by
other organizations concerning the development of governmental statistics in the

American region and prometing the development- of academic¢ and ‘professional
statistical activities, through scientific publications and technical meetings.
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71. Regarding governmental statlstlcs, the Institute will co-operate with the
national statistical offices of the American region, particularly in their

‘activities related to those of the Inter-2merican Statistical Conference. At the

same time, co-operation with ECLAC, FAO, and other organizations of the United
Nations family will continue in the fields of . censuses, household surveys, and

agricultural statistics.

72. A seminar every year or every second year, depending upon the availability of
additional sponsorship, will be organized within the framework of the series of
seminars on statistical methods, initiated in 1987. The proceedings of these
seminars will constitute an 1mportant part of the programme of scientific

publlcatlons.

73. A series of sessions on statistical computing were programmed as part 6f
DATA/90 (Miami, December 1990), and a seminar on statistical methods in bu51ness
and actuarial sciences will be conducted in Mexico in September 1951.

" V. -‘POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
74. The Commission may wish to comment on the plans of the organizations in the
area of statisties, taking into account, inter alia, the implications of ongeoing
national statistical work for the future plans of the organizations,

Notes

1/ Refers to the plan period covered by narrative description.




