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SUMMARY

The present report summarizes the technical co-operation programmes in .
statistics of organizations of the United Nations system and several multilateral
organizations during the period 1987-1990. It updates the previous report on the
svubject (BE/CN.3/1989/16), which covered the period 1985-1688.

. The report provides information on the main components of the programmes of
the United Nations system (paras, 3-73). Information is presented on technical
co-operation activities of United Nations Headgquarters and the regional commissions
(paras. 5-45), the specialized agencies {paras. 46-73). Information supplied by
other multilateral agencies is summarized (paras. 74-77).

Issues and problems in training (paras. 78-81) and in data processing and
informatics, including the use of microcomputers by developing countries in overall
statistical data processing and, in particular, in the data capture of return from
censuses and surveys (paras. 82-86) are addressed.

‘In addition, the report reviews available information on priorities for
statistical development in terms of those established by multilateral donor
agencies and various international programmes with technical co-operation
components (paras. 87-93). Points for discussions by the Statistical Commission
are included (para. 94). '
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INTRODUCTION -

1, At its twenty- flfth session, the Statlstlcal Comm1551on requested the-ﬂ
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission: at its twenty- s;xth session a report
on technical co-operation in statistics taking into account, in so far as possible.
the suggestions made by the Commission at its. ‘twenty-fifth. session. 1/ . 'The Working
Group on International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination, at its thirteenth
session, decided that information describing technlcal cowoperatlon act1v1t1es of -
multilateral and bilateral agencies should be preésented in as. concise and:
abbreviated manner as possible and more detailed description should be lncluded in
the Directory of Tecghnical Co-operation in Stat;stlcs. 2/ The Worklng Group also
decided that the report should include, in so far -as possible, 1nformat1on on

. priorities in terms of those established by the recipient countrles, .the. donor
agencies and various international programmes with technlcal co-operation’
components. In view of the decisions of the Working: Group and. the 24-page
limitation of documents, the content of the present document 1s limited to
information on multilateral" agenC1es.- T :

2. The'lnformation on techanical co-operation in statiStics contained in this
report a@nd its annex was supplied by the organlzatlons responding to a
questionnaire from the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretar;at. There

' was considerable difficulty in standardizing the estimates provided by the various’
. organizations. In many cases, it was difficult for organizations to identify and
measure separately technical co- operatlon activities and" regular work programme
activities. In view of the problem of compatibility, no attempt was made to
aggregate the expendltures of different agenc1es.

I. TECHNICAL 'co;oPERATION-PRoGRms- or'ms UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

3. The data are derlved from 1nd1v1dua1 subm1351ons from ‘the Statistical Offlce

. of the United Nations Secretariat and the statistical services of. the regional
commissions, the International Labéur Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United Natiodns (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) "and. the Universal Postal" ‘Union (UPU). The

- expenditure data of United Nations Headquarters 1nclude ‘some components .
‘attributable to demographlc ana1y51s and prOJectlons,-and ‘the data should be viewed
in that context. In addition, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
and the World Bank submitted written statements but9n0~data.

4. - Table A.1 and A.2 in the annex. prov1de 1nformat10n on - expenditure by
organlzatlon and by major components. Tables 3, 4 and 5 1nc1ude expend1ture by
regions and subject area.

A. United Nations
5. f The United Nations technical co-operation programme ih'statistics'refers to
the programme of the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development - (DICD) of
the United Nations Secretariat and the regional commissions of the United Nations.

The main objective of technical co-operation is to assist developing countries to
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strengthen and extend national services and capabilities for collecting,
processing, disseminating and using a broad range of development-related
statistics. Assistance is provided in statistical organization and development,
specifically in areas such as general economic statistics, mational accounts as
well as social and demographic statistics, statistics on women, statistics on
special population groups, integrated statistical services, household surveys and
statistical data processing and informatics.  During the period under review,
emphasis was given to the 1990 round of population and housing censuses, to
ensur;ng developing countries have full access to appropriate new techniques for
processing and disseminating statistics, to the problems of those developing
countries that are the least .advanced in statistics, to work carried out under the
umbrella of the National Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP) and to
-improving statistics on the situation of women. The total cost of the support
provided by the United Nations technical co-operation programme for the formulation
and execution of country, regional. and interregional projects was of the order of
$33.6 million for 1989, registering a growth of 35.5 per cent from $24.8 million
for 1988, Expenditures by components for the United Hations system are given in
the annex in table A,l1 and for DTCD and the regional commissions in the annex in.
table A.Z2.

United Nations expenditure by component
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Personnel

6. Personnel refers to Headquarters and field staff. Headquarters staff includes
the personnel based at the United Nations Headquarters and at the headquarters of.
the regional commissions. At United Nations Headquarters there are two
interregional advisers, one in statistical training and- population statistiecs and’
one in computer and informatics. There are also 16 technical advisers and two
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assoc1ate experts who prov;de full time. support for techn1ca1 CO- operatlon
activities related to the formulation and execution of’ country, regional. and
1nterreg10na1 projects. The number include two new posts provided by trust funds '

- to Jmprove statistics on women. In addition,-a pro;ect co-ordxnator and ‘three = .

computer experts are attached to a project concerned with the development and

.distribution of software packages for processing and analys;s of populatlon
" statistics data. In the regional commissions there were 23 regional advisers in. .

statistics and in statistical data processing in 19893 .13 at the Economic _
Commission for Africa (ECA), 5 at the Economic ‘and Socxal Commission for Asia and

the Pacific (ESCAP), 4 at the Economxc and Social Comm1551on for Western A51aq~
“{ESCWA}, and 1 at the Economic Commlssaon for: Latin Amerlca and the Caribbean -

(ECLAC).  1In addition to the technical advmsers, regular staff members of the
Statistical Office of the United Wations ‘Secretariat and the -statistiés divisions
of the regional commissions prcv1ded overall substantlve dlrectlon to technical

‘co-operation ‘activities in statlstlcs and. carried out . SPPCIflC technical

co-operat;on missions and functioms. Field staff comprise all staff employed at
the country level whose duties are directly related to the execution of,: and whose -
remuneration is charged to, country projects. In 1989 a total of 160 persons were
engaged in statistical posts in country projects executed by DTCD gither as
short-term consultants or resident experts. . For 1989, the total cost of personnel

‘was $13.9 million of which $10.9 million reélated: to the DTCD/Stat15t1cal Office

expenditures for headquarters and ‘field staff’ (see table A. 2)

" Training

7. Training remained a very important. aspect in the activitiss of the Department
of Technical Co- ~operation for Development. It. covered fellowships, on—the—job
training, study tours, participation in trairning workshops and seminars and local
training provided by the field staff and the interregional and technical advisers.
Indeed, most country projects prov;de support for an expllc1t tralnlng component.

“All resident experts and most short-term consultants are expected to Prov1de
_ traxnlng to counterpart staff durlng ‘their a551gnment._:_

8. In add;tlon to the tralnlng actxv;txes in. country progects, there are other
training programmes in 1nterreg10nal, global or regiomal projects financed by the
regular budget of the Department of Technical Co- -operation for Development with the
substantlve support of the Statistical Offlce of the Unlted ‘Nations Secretarlat.
One such project is an 1nterregxona1 pro;ett 1n1t1ated in the biennium 1982-1983
for the traiming of junior statisticians and programmers. ' The main objective of
this project has been to develop and strengthen the capability of and linkages
among the developing countries through the. promotion of techmical co-operation
among developing countries.  During the biennium 1987- 1988, 39 feliows received
training in 13 countries and in 1989, 17 fellows received tralnlng in 3 countries,
3 were from Portuguese-speaking African countries who were given. on-the-job

.'tralnlng in Brazil, The tra:nlng under this project covered such topics as census

- and survey cartography, . statistical sampling, census ‘and survey field organization,
-nat10na1 accounts, price statistics, household survey, c1v11 registration and vital
- statistics and data processing.

Foen
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9. Under the rouble component of the regular budget, the Department of Technical i
Co-operation for Deve]opment continued the training programme conducted in -

Tashkent, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in ecomomic statisties and in- = - ° g
collection and’ proceqs1ng of statistical data. Two seéssions are given each year ' '
with approxlmately 15 fellows from statlstlcally 1ess developed countrles attendlng

_ each session for the perlod under- review. - :

10. In 1989, four workshops funded by the regular budget ‘of DTCD were’ convened'

(a) Workshop on Dlsablllty Statistics held in- Malta, in November 1989, w1th
29 part;clpants from 28 developxng countrles, - : : :

[

(b) DNational Accounts Development and Training Project held at” the Unlted
Natlons Headquarters, in November 1989, with 15 part1c1pants from 9 countrles,

{c) Workshop on External Trade held in Ghana, in November 1989.-wzth '
21 participants from 21 countries; and :

(4)  Workshop on Plann;ng Organlzatlon and Admln:stratlon of Large -Scale
Demographic and Social Data Collection Activities held in Thalland, in
November 1989, w1th 14 partlclpants from 13 countrles.

In addition two workshops were funded by the United Nat1ons Population Fund (UNFPA)

(a) Workshop on Population Databases and Related'Toplcs_held in the
Netherlands, in November 1989, with 17 participants from 16 countries; and

() civil Registration Workshop-heid‘in Kenya. iﬁ~ucvember'1gag.

11. On the regional front, a project has been establlshed for census training in-
sub-Saharan African countries with assistance from UNFPA and multilateral support
from the Government of Canada. The project has three components: national
courses, subregiomal courses and international fellowship courses. The national
and subregional courses, covering such topics as census cartography, census
organization, data processing, data analysis or use "of software, are crganized by
the Economic Commission for Africa. The international component of the project
organized by Statistics Canada consxsts of short—term training courses held in
Canada such as the course on the use of samgllng {French) from May to Jure 1989
with 16 participants from 16 countries and the course on the use of mlcroccmputers
in demographic statistics with 10 part1C1pants from 9 c0untr1es.

12. Under the regular pregramme of DTCD, a consultation mission was undertaken to
Somalia for advisory assistance in developing d;sab;llty statlstlcs, from
28 April to 13 May 1990.

Equipment

13. Equipment provided under the Unlted Nations techn1ca1 co—operatlon programmeS'
in statistics include computer hardware and software, vehicles, cartographic and
printing equipment and general office equipment. The percentage of expenditure
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- allocated to eguipment has been on the rise. In 1987, “the expenditure for

equipment accounted for 23 per cent cof the total expendlture for ‘that year. In

1988, the percentage was 25 per cent, and in 1989 it increased to 35 per cent.

This increase due mainly to the large amount. of. newly approved progects at the end
of 1988 and during 1989, is also a direct result of the developing world’'s

discoﬁery of the advantages of computers and. packaqes in proce551ng, tabulatlng and
analyzing statistical data.

Expenditure bz regign

”14. A reglonal breakdown of expendltures by Unlted Natlons Headquarters in New

York and the regional commissions is given in the annex table A.3. Until 1988, the ;

trend had been that Africa benefited the most from: technical co—operatxon.
. However, in 1989, Asia recelved sllghtly more -assistance than Africa due to two

population census pro;ects in China, with a total budget of. about $7 mllllon. The
1990 figures, derived from the. beginning of the year budget, show that Africa is
agaln the major recipient of technical. co-operation within the Unlted Nations with
an allocataon of 55 per cent of the total budget..

Expendlture by sub1ect area

15.' Techn1ca1 co-operatlon pro]ects executed by DTCD. wlth the substantmve support
of the Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretarlat, covered a wide variety
of statistical subjects and capabllltles. Durlng the period under review, in part
as a consequence of countries efforts to implement the. 1990 round of the World
Population and Housing Census Programme, as shown in annex table A.5, 62.6 per cent
of DTCD total expenditure in 1989 (or $18.4 million) was expenditure on
population-based statistics which, in addition:to population censuses, includes.
househcld and other surveys, sampllng and statistics on women. Expenditures on

national accounts and other economic statistics comprised 18.5 per cent of the

total expendltures {or $5. 4.million) and projects in data processing not related to

- population. censuses accounted for 11.4 per. cent of the total (or $3.3 million).

1, Edcﬂomig'Commission for Kfrica

16. Act1v1tles in statlstlcs durlng the period 1987 1990 have ‘been. in the areas of

'populatlon censuses, demographic surveys, ngratlon statlstlcs, civil reglstratlon

and vital statistics, statistical training, household surveys, national accounts
and statistical data base: development. Expendltures in ECA technlcal co-operation
covering those fields wvere $1.3 million in 1987, $1. 7 million in 1988 and

- %1.9 mxlllon in 1989 (see annex table A. 2) - The approved budget for 19920 is

$2,142,000.

17.' In the'fleld of dehographic statistics, ECA provided assistance mainly under
the projects, "Regional Adv;sory Service in Demographic Statistics” {RASDS),
"Project Demographique Assistance a 1’ UDEAC™ (UDEAC/DEP) and Census Training
Programme in Sub-Saharan Africa... RASDS and’ UDEAC/DEFP are funded by UNFPA and
executed by ECA while the Census Tralnlng Programme is funded by the Government of
Canada undeér multi-bilateral. arrangements with UHFPA and executed by DTCD w1th ECA

Fiea
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as associate. executlng agency. About 50 missions were ‘undertaken’ dur;ng each of
the three years 1987 to 1989 to monitor and provide technical support to populatlon
censuses, demographic surveys, c¢ivil registration and vital statistics programmes
in ECA member States. In addition to the adviscry missions, two: worklng group
meetings were held in Addis Ababa during the reporting peried, one on .
Recommendations for the 1990 round of population and housing censuses in Afrlca
{May 1987) and another on migration statistics (November 1989). Also a working
group on possible approaches to the integration of demographic, social and related
economic statistics was held in Moscow, in September 1987, under the Unlted Natlons
regular programme of techn1c31 co- operatlon.' . S : = .

18. A number of req;onal/subreglonal workshops 2nd national- level courses’ have

been organized by the ECA Statistics Division during the period under consideration

as part of the Cemsus Training Programme in Sub-Saharan Africa:  (a) one on-
population and housing censuses for English- speaklng African countries (Addis
Ababa, October 1987); (b) two others on census cartography in Kigali’ (Aprll 1988)
for eastern and central French-speaking African countries and the:other in'Nairobi
{May 1989) for eastern and southern English-speaking African'countries} {c) a
workshop on the coverage of economic activity topics in-papulation'censuses'for
"English-speaking African countries (Addis Ababa, Decembar 1989). At the nat;onal
level, training courses in census organization have been conducted in Benin,
Botswana, Cape Verde, Mozambigue, Nigeria, Rwanda and Uganda, while data ‘processing
courses were conducted in Camerocon, Central African Republ;c, Ethlopla, bhana,
Kenya, Mauritius, nger, Slerra Leone, Swaziland’ and Zambla. - '

'19. In the field of statistical training, & total of 10 adv156ry missions were
undertaken., A number of these missions were devoted to the examination of .
statistical training facilities for the Portuguese-speaking African countries,  In
addition, 19 teaching missions were undertaken to some Statistical Training =
Programme for Africa (STPA) centres, national middle-level training centres and
in-service training programmes. Two monolingual subregional seminars ware
organized in 1988 for trainers invelved in middle-level statistical
training/in-service training at the national level., Consultants were- prov1ded to -
some STPA centres to lecture on specific topics in applxed statistics.. Two
biennial meetings of Directors of centres part1c1pat1ng in STPA were held at ECA
headguarters, ome in October 1987 and the other in December 19849.

20. As a result of the spec1a1 assistance 301nt1y prov1ded ‘with the Buropean
Economic Community (EEC) to Pertuguese- speaklnq African countries, two training
centres are being established in 1590, one in Lisbon for the training of _
professional-level statisticians for all the countries of the group and: the other
in Bissau for the training of middle-level statistical personnel for Gulnea Blssau,
Cape Verde and Saoc Tome and Pr;ncmpe.' '

21. 1In the fleld of household surveys, a total of 52 adv1sory missions. were.
undertaken., These missions had one of the following objectives: .formulation of
new project proposals or technical backstopping -and monitoring of on-going
projects. . Nine countries benefited from the formulation of new project proposals:
Benin, Botswana, Cdte d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Mauritania, Niger, Seychelles,
Swaziland and Zambia. Five other countries benefitted from methodological

P
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3551stance, namely Burkina Faso, Congo, Gabon, Guinea and Maurltanla. One working
- group om household surveys was held in Addis Ababa in October 1989 which brought
together 22 experts from 21 countries.  There are 23 countries currently |
participating in the African Household Surveys Capability Programme (AHSCP). They .
“are as follows: Algerla, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Camerocon,. Eth1opla, Ghana,
Kenya., Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria,
Rwenda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

22, In the fleld of natlonal aocounts and basxc economlc statlstlcs, a- total of
'nine_adv;sory missions were undertaken. Durlng these missions, téchnical '
assistance was provided to some African countries in the development of national
capability through in-service training of local staff, the preparation of economic
accounts with the effective participation of these staff and the processing of
-national accounts using micro-computers. A workshop on- the improVement'of basic
economic statistics required for plannlng purposes was organ;zed 1n Addis Ababa in
" September 1988. -

:23. anally, under -the pro;ect "Data Collectlon Related to Development Programmes
and Aid Flows in Africa", executed by the World Bank with ECA as associate
executlng agency, two reports were prepared° (a) report on the assessment of
African statistical capacity and recommendations on means to strengthen national -
statistical capacity and (b) a report.on base-line indicators on population, social
and environment statistics for long-term monitoring of the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development. - :

evelopment in Africa

24, Priorities for statistical development in African countries were extensively
discussed at the fourth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners,
Statisticians and Demographers, which was held in Addls Ababa, from

3 to 12 March 1986,

25,  The prlorltles whlch were dlscussed at thls meetlng arose from the results of
a survey of African national statistical services of which 22 African countries -
completed the questionnaire. The order of priorities from highest to lowest which
the African countries provided in the survey were as follows: demographics,
derived statistics (national accounts, balance of payment), prices, external trade,
pestabllshment {industry employment), agriculture, household sector, health
educatlon, social, transport, communications and env1ronment.

26, The'ECA secretariet in'examining practical sectoral'measures to be taken for
-the ‘accelerated attainment of the objectives of the Lagos ‘Plan of Action and the

'j‘Final Act of Lagos, suggested an African list.of priorities in relation to subject

fields from highest to lowest, as follows: agriculture; population; industry:
transport and ‘communications; trade (international and domestic), including finance
fand prices;: energy; household sector; derived statistics; health; education; labour

force; human resources; social conditions with emphasis on women; children; youth;

- the aged and the disabled; env1ronment, natural resources, science and technology,
f.and tourism. : :

Y
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27. The sixth session of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians
and Demoqraphers, recogn1z1ng the problems which African countries continued to-
face in their statlstlcal development programmes, adopted the Addis Ababa Plan of
Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s. 1In this plan of action
the African countries included a section on statlstlcal priorities to be addressed
during the 1990s. The statement put in the plan of action is as follows: . "In
accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, Natlonal
Statistical Offices should consider the following as priority areas: ‘in future
statistical programmes: food and agriculture, 1ndustry, human resources, transport
and communication, trade and finance, env1ronment, energy, women and development,
population and development and 1nforma1 sector

2; Economic gnd §oc1a1 Commlsglon for A31a gng the Pa01f1c '

28. The Economlc and Social Commission for As;a ‘and. the Pacxflc (ESCAP) contlnued
to provide technical co-operation to developing countries in various areas of
statistics amounting to $450,000 in 1987, $526,000 in 1988, §921,000 in 1989 and an
estimated $1,236,000 in 1990. 'The total expendltures for 1987 and 1988 were much
lower than originally estimated due to limited extrabudgetary resources.
Demographic and seccial statistics, including sampllng and surveys, accounted for

- $438,000 in 1937, increasing to $490 000 in 1990. :

29. - During the period under review, tralnlng played a major role in the act1v1t1es
of ESCAP. Various advanced courses, seminars, workshops and expert groups were.
organized in collaboration with the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific.
(SIAP). 1In May 1937, ESCAP sponsored an Expert Group on Statistical Education and
Training. In addition to two. advanced courses on Statistics related’ to Poverty,
Inequality and Basic Needs (Bangkok, July 1988) and Planning, Implementing and
Evaluating Agricultural Census (Bangkok, July-August 1988) a Seminar on Improving
the Timeliness and Quality of Statistics was held in Bangkok in December 1988, Two
advanced courses, one on Projections for Social and- Economic. Planning (Bangkok

June 1989) and one on Statistics of the Informal Sector (Bangkok, October-November,
1989) were conducted. ' A Seminar on Managing National Statistical Services in the
1990s was held in Bangkok from 31 July to 4 August 1989. 1In 1990, one_Advanced
Workshop on Statistics Relating to Industrial Activities, the Informal Sectors and
Household Economic Activities was held in Bangkok in August 1990 and another in
December 1990. : : '

'30. Assistance to countries on govérnment computerization was mainly in the areas

of advisory missions, workshops and training courses designed to help countries in

planning and managing the computerization process, espec1ally in actxvztles related
to the 1990 round of population and hous;ng censuses.

31. In co-operation with the Government of the Republlc of Korea, 'ESCAP oonducted
a seminar on the revision of -the United Nations System of ‘National Accounts. (SNA)
for the Asia and the Pacific¢ subregions, to. provide each. subregion with the
opportunity to discuss its specific needs completely. With financial assistance
from DTCD, ESCAP was able to extend the seminars to allow time to brief the _
participants more fully on the issues involved in the SNA revision process. Phase




-purcha51ng power paritles to be conducted {in Japan) in November 1990.

- planning of its technical assistance act1v1t1es through various sessions of the

region, techn1ca1 assistance and co- operatlon in statistics has been prov1ded and

. Statistical Experts, the last session of which was held in November/December 1983.
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six of the International Comparisoen Programme (ICP) began in 1990. Financial
support and host facilities provided by Japan for a seminar on the use of

Prlorltles for statlstlcal development in the ESCAP region

32, The statlstlcs programme ‘of ESCAP has recelved direction and guidance on the
Committee on Statistics and 1ts predecessor and ‘successor bodies. 1In the ESCAP

arranged by ESCAP and SBIAP in the form of regional advisory. services, technical
meetings and training courses and statistical and methodological. publlcatlons.
Representatlves of countrles of the ESCAP region have expressed their support for
these ‘at the various sessions of the Committee on Statistics and at the Committee
on Development Plannlng ‘and Stat1st1cs held in 1989.

33. Concernxng workshops .and semlnars, the secretarlat has been able to obtain
preference rankings of subject priorities from the meeting of the Working Group of .=

With regard to regional advisory services, there have been suggestions to provide

services in such additional areas as sampling methodology, census cartography.

social statistics and transport statistics. Consideration is also being given to

global developments where statistics has a dlstlnct role to play. Thus}_some

topics have been suggested ‘to the Committee or placed in the statistics work : o
programme as a response to emerging demand for certain statistics or in support of |
United Nations resolutions and global and regional plans of actlon. For example,

the project on statlstlcs for. human resources development has been added to the - '
work programme in support of the Jakarta Plan of Action of Human- Resources

Development. - ST ' : - ' !

34. The selection of topics to be included in the programme of activities is also
dictated by the availability of financial support. For example, a large team of
UNFPA-funded regional advisers at ESCAP worked on population statistics and
population-related activities, the UNICEF/ESCAP Training Workshop on Social
Indicators for Children and Women in.the Asia- Pacific Reglon, a Jolnt activity, was
actually 1n1t1ated and funded . by 'UNICEF,

_35. In addltlon, at the recently concluded forty~51xth session of ESCAP, the need
to improve the skills of national ‘statistical offices in analysls and

1nterpretat;on_of data and in mlcrocomputer and software package applications was
recognized. . The importance of small-area/subnational level statistics was also
emphasized. - SR ' SR S

3. Economic and Sogial Commission for Western Asia

36. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) continued to

provide technical co-operation in statistics to countries of the region in the

fields of household'surveysg.national accounts and economic statistics, demographic

Faws
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and social statistics, statistical data processing and informatics. Its total -
expenditure for the 1987 was. 742, 348, $577 969 in 1988 $816 ‘8994 in ‘1989 and an
. estlmated $572 186 for 1990._ : : . . _

37 . Technical advmsory serv1ces continued. to be prov1ded, and spec1a1 empha51s was
glven to the training of national counterparts in the carrying out of household
surveys and population and hou51ng surveys in preparat;on for the 1990 round of

.h'.'populatlon surveys. ;.

'Prlorltles of the 1992 1993 statlstlcs oroqramme in the ESCWA reqlon
National accounts

38, In the framework of’ Unlted Nations efforts to complete and 1mp1ement the
revised system of national accounts, the ESCWA Statlstlcs Division plans to _
organlze ‘a regional workshop on the revised SNA in the second half of 1993. The’
workshop is aimed at assisting member States to introduce the new system of
national accounts Whlch will be adopted in. 1ts f1na1 version by the Unlted Natlons

-~ Statistical Commission in February 1993. -

'Soc1a1 statlstlcs

39. This pr;orlty is selected to meet the objectlve (b) of the medium-term plan
for the period 1992-1997, which is "Development, collection, standardization and
‘dissemination of social statistics; including statistics on the situation of women
and other spec1a1 population groups®. . In the next biennium & study on social
statistics in the ESCWA region is planned. It will include an assessment of
existing statistics in the field and their future development, in line with the
United Natlons Handbook on SOClal Indlgators and other relevant publlcatlons.

vital reglsgratlgn gnd statlstlcs

40, This pr;orlty has been - set in accordance with the request made by the

. Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat to contribute to the.
International Programme For Acceleratlng the Improvement of V:tal ‘Statistics and
Civil Registration Systems. It also meets the objective (¢) of the 1992-1997
‘medium-term plan, which is "Development of sources of population statistics,
including population- -and hou51ng censuses; c1v11 reglstratlon system and
demograph;c surveys"' :

41. The planned act1v1ty for the next blennlum consists of a reglonal seminar to
be attended by officials responsible for reglstratlon and compllatlon of v1ta1 '
'statlstlcs in the ESCWA region. '

.Env1ronment statlstlcs;

42.- In the next b;ennlum the Statlstlcs Dlv151on plans to 1mplement a reg;onal R
programme for the: development ‘of env1ronment statistics, including an expert grOup j;
meeting to discuss, among other things, international guldelxnes and i
" recommendations of two technlcal studies recently publlshed by the Unlted Natlons..i
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Industrial statistics

43, 1he Stat1stacal Offlce of the Unlted Nations Secretariat plans to launch the

1993 World Programme of Industrlal Statistics and requested the regional
commissions to contribute to the implementation of this programme. The Statistics
Division will carry out a regxonal tralnxng workshop 1n 1993 in conuectlon with the

World Programme..

Economlc Comm1331gn for Latin Amerzgg and the ggribbean

44, The techn1cal co~operatlon programme of the Economi¢ Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to developing countries in statistics amounted to

"$508,900 in 1987, $706 900 in 1988, $563 300 in 1989 and an estimated $377,100 in

1990.

45. In co-operation with thé‘Government of Costa Rica, a project was launched in
1987 to render assistance in household surveys. Expert services were provided in
the field of demographlc and social stat;stlcs. In 1988 ECLAC executed a regional’
pIOJect pr0v1d1ng training to reglonal statistical offices related to the design,
preparation and 1mplementat1on of the 1990 round of Population and Housing Censuses

“in Latin America and ‘the Caribbean. . Training and equipment were prov;ded to the

countries of the region in the field of informatics and statistical data

.'proc5351ng. In Venezuela a project on change of base year of national accounts was
_initiated, - Assistance in the form of training and advisory. services was provided

up to 1990, In co—operat1on with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
ESCaP executed a project in Guatemala previding assistance in the form of
consultants, training and provision of equipment for multl—sector statistics with
the Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE) as the national counterpart.. In the
Dominican Republic it- prov1ded advisory services for ‘the evaluation of naticnal
accounts., Other projects executed included a progect on chande of base year for
national accounts carried out in Bolivia with the INE providing consultancy '
services, and a. project’ prov1d1ng training for the improvement of: national accounts
in Paraguay with the Banco Central de Paraguay providing consultancy services.
Tra;nlng in démographic and social statistics to support preparatory activities
related to the design, preparation and implementation of the 1990 Round of
Populat1on and Housing Censuses in Lat;n Amerlca ‘and the Carzbbean was provzded to
various countrles of the reglon. : : '

_ By 82901alxzed aggncles
1. nternatlonal Labour Organlsatrgn {ILO)

46, During the period under review, ILO continued to provide technical

co-operation in statistics financed through extra-budgetary resources, mainly

- UNDP. Expenditure for 1987 was $987,000, for 1988 it was $1,107,000, and for 1%89

it amounted to $1,042,000. Estimated. expenditure for 1990 was $1,121,000.

.Advxsory services were provided by three regional advisers, one in the Asian region

and two in Africa.:. Headquarters staff continued to provide assistance in the areas
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. of programme formulation and . technicai guidance. Aes:stance was concentrated in
the area of demographlc and soc1a1 statlstlce. sampllng and surveys.

ILO prlorltles-

47.'_The ILO priorities for_statieticai_development within the next four years will

(a) The preparatlon of standards and/or guldellnes on'
'(i) Statlstlcs of 1nfermal sector employment,
(ii}' The‘international_classxflcatzon of status'in employment;

{(iii)}) - Statlstlcs of etrlkes and lockouts to be presented at the -
: _15th Internatlonal Conferenoe of Labour Statisticians in 1992/1993,

-{b). Developmental work w1th respect to stat1st1cs of 1ncome from employment,
a labour accounting system and statzstzos of absence from work: these topics will
also be dlscussed by the Conference. - - : o

48, Another prlorlty relates-to trazning; With the availability of four ILO

_manuals in the major field of labour statistics; the Bureau has the capability te
organize training courses in labour statistics for national statisticians and for

_users of labour stat1stlcs. A f£irst course is scheduled for 1991 and it is hoped
that it w111 beCOme a regular act1v1ty of the Bureau. : :

”2.. Foo&'and Aqricelture Orqanieation'of the Uﬁited Natioﬁe'(FAO)

49, FAO provzded technlcal coweperatlon in food and agrlculture, forestry and
fisheries. statistics, ' FAO expenditure on technical co-operation in statistics was
%9 million in 1987,:$9.2 million in 1988, $11 5 million in 1989, and itz estimate
for 1990 is $11. 9 mllllon._ : . " - .

50. 1Im 1990 FAQ provxded con51derah1e a551stance by headquarters staff xncludlng.
reglonal advisers, towards programme formulation, support, technical guidance,
training and evaluatlon,'at a cost of $700,000., A number of fleld experts
specialists in various areas was assigned to country pro;ecrs in 1990, at a cost of
$7.8 million. Expenditure on food and agriculture statistics was $9.9 million in
1990, followed by $1.9 mllllon on forestry stat;stlcs and by $0.6 mellion on
fisheries etatlstlcs. : \ : o S o

51. A'breakdown'by.region'shows'that_expenditure'on projects in the African region
was $6.9 million, the 1argestlin 1990, followed by $3.2 million im the Asia and the
Pacific region, $1.3 million in Latin America and the Caribbean, and $500,000 in
the West Asia and Mediterranean region. During this period emphasis was placed on
assisting countries -in ‘their tlmely preparat;on for organizing the 1980 round of
national agrlcultural censuses,, In 1990 FAQ spent some $1.6 mllllon on equlpment,
including data processing equlpment. hmpha51e was also placed on tra1n1nq
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activities, and in 1990 training seminars were organized in Africa and the Asia and
the Pacific region on agrlcultural census techniques and forestry statistics.

1  3. Internatlonal Civil Aviation Qrganization §I§A )

52. Dur;ng the perlod 1987 1990, 60vernments continued to rely on air transport
economists located at ICAO regional offices for advice on aviation statistics
matters. Some UNDP-financed country or reglonal projects included provision for
technical guidance in the field of aV13t10n statistics, but it is not possible to
identify the actual costs or work hours’as the projects were broad and involved
statistics as only one element. Slm;larly, courses at some aviatiom traxnlng
centres included statistics as one of the elements of broader air transport
economics courses.. : :

53. ICAD contlnued the programme of reg;onal workshops on av1at10n ‘statistics.

‘Four such workshops were conducted durlng 1987-1990 for countries in Africa, Asia

and the Pacific, Latin Amerlca and the Middle East. The workshops were geéenerally
of one-week duratlon and were - 1ntended to provide an 1nformal forum for discussing
statistical problems and exchanglnq lnformatlon and experlences.

54, A number of new. 1n1tlat1ves are ncw being developed by ICAC, as a matter of
priority., based orn the results of" a major survey conducted recently to ascertain
statistical collection and to develop an increased programme of automation:
involving -the Organization, aeronautlcal authorities, a1r11nes, airports and other

‘interested parties. The information obtained from this survey is being used hy the

ICAQ Technical A531stance Bureau, which is cons;derlng. (a) developlng or
expanding courses in civil aviation statistics at exlstlnq ICAO-sponsored training
centres and (b) establlshlng a pilot project to equip one or more developing
country with basic mlcrocomputer hardware and software in order to stremgthen their
statistical capab;llty. With- this effort, the- ICAO ‘Secretariat is developing -
software packages to enable countr;es to suhmlt data to ICAQ in diskette form and
to receive data from ICAOQ in this form. -

4. World Health Organ ization (WHO)

55, WHO contlnued to provxde techn1ca1 ¢o-operation in health statlstlcs to
developing countries for a total of $9,378,000 in 1987, $8, 387,000 in 1988,
$9,013,000 in 1989 and $8,209,000 in 1990. Expenditure on regional advisers rose
slightly in 1088-1989, but is estimated to fall back to near the 1987 level in
1990. Field assignments are below 1987 levels. On the other hand, expenditure on
training and equipment has been increasing.. Outlay on health statistics-has held
steady, while that on data processing has lncreased by 400 per cent.

56. Staff of the Division of Epldemlologlcal Surveillance and Health Situation and
Trend Assessment (HST) collaborated in .a workshop on the statistics of disability,
held in 1989 in Malta, in collaboration with the Statistical Office of the United

Nations Secretariat, = HST staff also took part in the Leadership Development

Programme run by the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, specifically for
the module on. stdtlstlcal and epldemlologlcal information.
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57. A training workshop for health managers and statisticians in the collection of
. health and nutritional data through household surveys was organized towards the end -
" of 1889 in the Eastern Mediterransan Regional Office, in collaboration with the

League of Arab States, UNICEF and UNFPA.  Plans for a similar workshop to be held

in the WHO South—East Asia;Régional foice early in 1691 are under way.

58. A book on methods for détérmining_sample size in heéith studies, Adequacy of
Sample Size in Health Studies, was published. A companion volume for the field
worket, Déterminationzof'Sample*Sizeg_ A User's Companion, is due for publication.
5. The Special Programme of ‘Research, ﬁéV#lbpmept and Reséarch Training in- Human
Reproduction (HRP)'awardédle;reSea:ch't:aining grants.in 1989 in the areas of

epidemiology. biostatistics and data prpcessing-to candidate$ frgm'six'develcpin@
countries. Five training courses in basic statistics and the use of computers in
the management and statistical analysis of clinical trials and epidemiological
studies were conducted_in=institutioﬁsIin'China; Zambia and Zimbabwe. A one-week
workshop on the analysis of survival data was given inm Indonesia. ' Two training
workshops, one in Geneva for collaborating scientists from four developing -
countries, and the other in Cairo, Egypt. were presented to teach the use of
_prototype data processing systems developed for 'specific research projects.

- 60. The Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases {TDR)
'held'twd_warkshops whichﬁihcludéd:aspects'bf'statistics and computing. The first,
' the Workshop om Use of Microcomputers in Tropical Epidemiology, was held in Ndola,
Zambia, on 10 September to 21 September 1990, with the support of IDRC, Canadal
. The participants, mostly £rom East africa, were taught to use microcomputers to
carry through all aspects of an eépidemioclogical study from préparation of their
questionnaires and designing their data base to producing tables, graphs and simple
‘statistics, and report writing.. The second, the Natiomal Workshep on Tropical ’
Diseases Field Research, was held in Shanghai, People's Republic of China, from
20 October to 8 November 1990, The participants, tropical disease researchers from
various parts of the Pecple's Republic of China, .were taught surveillance and
sampling procedures, study designs for field research and qualitative and: -
gquantitative data analyses. . o ' S o e

5. The World Bank - -

61, At previous sessions of the Statistical Commission, the Bank has reported on
technical co-operation activities covering both gemeral statistical fields and the
specialized -area of external debt statistics.’ The Bank continues to provide
support to member countries through the funding of statistical projects and _
technical missions, and through the dissemination of appropriate studies of country
practices. The Bank's accounting systems do ‘not permit the compilation of dollar
value estimates of the assistance provided.: : PR e o

62,  In the past two years the Bank has focused its attention on two new areas.
The first concerns the reinforcement of efforts designed to upgrade the skills of
national professionals in the context of the Social Dimension of Adjustment (SDA)
project. The second concerns thé evaluatiocn of general statistical capabilities,
the constraints faced by member gountries, identificatiom of priorities, and
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suggestions on how national Govermments and the international doneor cdmmuniﬁy-can'
best aid capacity building in member countries,

63. In pursuit of these goals the Bank has published two papers. The first, The
SDA Regional Training Program, describes the actions that are being taken to
support the programme's objectives and its sustainability beyond the immediate life
span of the national projects under the SDA, The second paper on Information
Systems and Bagic Statistics in Sub-Sgharan Africa maps out strategies for both
national and international agencies to help develop viable information systems in
the countries of sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, the Bank is currently €ngaged in
three country case studies to assess the workings of statistical systems in three
sub-Saharan African countries at different stages of development. As part of this
effort, it is intended to identify the minimum set of data that are required by
decision makers.

64, The main subject-matter areas on which the SDA programme is focusing are: :
pelicy analysis, planning of sccial policies and programmes,; and data collection, i
management and exploratory analysis. These issues are. being addressed through
country missions and visits by consultants. The approach that the SDA is following -
in the development of its programme is, as far as possible, to build onto and - 5
support existing training programmes. The development of the programme is _
conceived of as having two major components: the development of technical modules
and the establishment of appropriate delivery systems that will be used to deliver
the modules. The modules will largely be based on the technical instruments and
programmes that are being developed by the SDA regional unit in Washington, D.C,
The strategy adopted by the SDA Unit is to . base its regional training activities in
Africa with the view that training will ultimately be delivered by African training
institutions. However, in a preliminary phase of module development, training
operations between donors' training centres and African subregional training
centers will be arranged, S :

World Bank priorities

- 66. In the field of statistical training the main focus of the World Bank over the’
forthcoming 12 months will be to operationalize the training programme. This will
be done following a "building block"” approach. Each block constitutes an :
arrangement with a specific institution to develop a particular module or set of
modules. Close contact is being maintained with the following institutions, the
Centre Européen de Formation des Statisticiens Economistes des Pays en
Développement (CESD), Statistics Canada, the Munich Centre for Advanced Statistics
Training and the International Statistical Programmes Centre (IESPC).

66. A new development strategy for information systems is being evolved with
emphasis on the establishment of clear priorities for developing information flows
at the country level matched by increased resource allocations.  Four broad data
fields requiring action are stressed: . social and demographic, natural resources
and the environment, price and production statistics and national accounts.
National- and international-level efforts for rehabilitation and building _
statistical systems in the Bank's view call for the establishment of a minimum set
of statistical priorities and a national action programme for the development of
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information systems, and;inVestment'in,statistical_infrastructure are required at
the national level. . Improved co-ordination among donors in the delivery of
assistance is recognized as an 1mportant ingredient in the strategy. Three country
case: studies will be. conducted over the next several months to identify how best
the . strategy now im place can be. transformed into actlonable programmes at the .
country - -level. - The programmes ‘to be developed will take into account country
s;tuatlons, their needs for ‘data, . and identify external technical co-operation
inputs that: w1ll be requlred. It is hoped that these case studies will provide a
basis for the des1gn of future technical co-operation projects. The Bank will
-share f1nd1ngs from these studies. with other interested multilateral and bilateral
donor. agencies ‘and’ in thls manner contrlbute towards improved delivery of technical
assistance. : - : :

6. 'International-Monetarz Fund QIMF) .

67. . The prov131on of technlcal a531stance in statlstlcs constltutes a major part
of -the work of the Fund's. Bureau of Statistics. The Fund makes such assistance
avallahle through missions to member countries, training courses in statistics at
' the IMF Institute and in the field, and visits to Fund. ‘headquarters by national
technicians. - Beginning in 1990 the Bureau of Statistiecs of the Fund commenced a
new. programme of. techn:cal 3351stance through the assignment of experts, at the
request of member. countrles, for the development of statistical 1nfrastructure in
its areas of work.p_

_68.- The pr;mary objectlve of the technlcal co- operatlon programme is to assist
member countries in develop1ng national statistical capabilities and in improving
the currentness, coverage and guality of national data bases used for policy making
and analysis. Technical. assistance is prov1ded for the most part through missions
undertaken in response to ‘requests. from member countrles. It is concentrated in
five major fields of statistics which are of particular 51gn1f1cance to the Fund,
analytlcally and operatlonally, namely, money and domestic banking, balance of -
‘payments, government finance, 1nternat10nal banking and external debt, and general
-economic .data. Durlng_lQBQ_e total of 42 missions were undertaken by staff of the
Bureau of Statistics involving assistance to countries and two regional seminars in
money and banking and balance-of- payments statlst1cs. -Qfficials from member '
countries, are also given. spec1al on-the-job training by the Bureau on a hlghly

: selectrve bas;s in various flelds of. statxstzcs. :

"69.. Imn add;tlon, three trazning cdurses were given at the Fund's Imstitute in
-money and banking,. fiscal .and balance-of-payments statistics for more than 100
- technicians from many member. countrles. The courses followed the statistical -
methodologies of the Fund contained in the fourth edition of the Balance of
‘Payments Manual, a manual on. Government Finance Statistics, and the draft “"Guide to .
' Money and Banklng Statzstlcs in International Financial Statlstlcs Country
exercises were also carried: out. : SR '
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IMF.grigrities

70, Under the Artlcles of Agreement, IMF ‘has respons:bzllty for- survelllance over
member's exchange rate and related economic policies., In this context it pays .
particular attention’ to macro-economic statistics that fall under: its major areas

‘of respon51b111ty. -The Fund's technical co-operation in statistics is concentrated

in three areas of spec1a1 concern to the ‘Fund:. the balance of- payments, monetary-
and government f;nance, ‘and, as: approprlate, support to other areas of general

macroeconomic statlstlcs, 1nc1udlng national accounts, prices and international -

trade and 1nternat10na1 bank;ng and external debt. In these addltxonal areas,'lt_
supplements the work of other 1nternat10na1 organlzatlons.

71. In carrylng out its technical co-operatlon in the above flelds of statlstlcs,
the Fund's Bureau of Statistics pays particular attention to developing national -

-statistical. capabllltles, assisting in the application of standards and

methodologies .and helping develop data bases that serve the needs of policy
analysis for’ natlonal_polacy makers and for Fund operations.

7. nzvgrggl Postal u ion (UP )
72.  UPU prov;ded technical ass;stance in the form of - tra;nlng prlnclpally for the
determination of mail volume, work measurement studies and rate fixing. Work was.

" undertaken by consultants in the approprlate methodologies for appllcatlon in the

postal services.

73. In 1987 UPU expended $115 000 on technlcal ass1stance, in 1988, expend:ture
was $60,800; in 1989, $211,000; and in 1990, an estimated $421,000. UPU expended
$42,700 .on its training programme in 1987, $15,900 in 1988, $73,700 in 1989 and an
estimated $41,200 in 1990. ‘During 1989, assistance was glven to.13 countries in:
the African region at a. cost of $140,800, to two countries in the Asia and Pacific
region at a cost of $9 400 and to one country in the Western Asia reg1on at a cost
of $60, 800. e : '

(I, OTHER MULTILATERAL TECHNICAL CO*OPERATION PROGRAMMES

A, European Communltz b

.74, The Statistical Office of‘the European Communities (EUROSTAT) continued to

provide technical co-operation in statlstlcs to developing countries totalllng
1,745,900 in 1987, $1,964,900 in. 1988, $1, ‘903,900 in 1989 and an estimated
$1,975,900 in 1990,  The African reglon received the most assistance, namely,

- $1,484, 000 1n 1987, rzsxng to an - est;mated $1 869, 400 1n 1990..

75. The Community has concluded a large ‘number of agreements with non- Commun;ty
countries, in partlcular with developlng countries. 'Of particular importance are:
(a) the Lomé Convention, Whlch ‘governs ‘Community co-operation with some 60 '
countries, and (b). the agreements w1th the Medlterranean countrxes. ‘More recently,
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closer relations have also been developed w1th Latin American and Asian countries.
All these agreements essent;ally cover: the promotlon and development of trade,
support for rural development and increasing food security, the development of
human resources, support in combatlng social problems and regional co-operation and
support. for regional integration, - Statistical data play an important part in the
.implementation of foreign policy, and development policy in the context of these
agreements. . A consrderable volume: of statistical data on these countries 13
therefore compiled in close. collaboratlon with the countrles concerned. In
addition, the statlstlcs has’ 1tse1f become a subject in recent years of technical
" co-operation, both in order to- increase the quality of the statistical data
- required for assessing development policy measures, and to improve the statlstlcal
1nfrastructure of developlng ‘countries. : :

‘EUROSTAT prioritieseo

76. EUROSTAT techn1ca1 co~- operatlon in. the fleld of statistics concentrates on the
following: . :

(a) The tralnlng of stat;stacmans 1n tralnlng centres Whlch receive flnanc1a1
support from the Communlty,

{b) Harmonization of the external trade statlstzcs of developing countries
. and their regional organizations, in order to fac111tate rap;d access to statistics
"and the elimination of any dlscrepanczes.'

(c) Improvement of technical resources for the compllatlon and proce551ng of
external trade statlstlcs, partlcularly u31ng mlcrocomputers,

{a) Improvement of - the stat15t1ca1 data needed for the formulation and -
management of food pollcy (crop estlmates, early warnlng systems, market data.,
etec.); : : y .

(e) Compilation and'analysis_of:statistical data for assessing the social
consequences of restructuring measures (surveys of specific population groups on

-‘part1cu1ar subjects, household budget and consumptlon surveys. etc ),

(£) 1In- Central and Eastern Europe,'supportlng ‘the adjustment of statistical
systems in tran51t10n economles.- : o .

77, In its. continuing'effort to provide'technicel assistance to developing
countries in the various branches of statistics, ISI has incurred expenses '
totalling $552 000 in 1987, $499 400 ‘in 1988, $379,500 in 1989 and an estimated
. $505,000 in 1990. During the period under review, the focus has been on training
and the development of technical guldance de51gned for developing countries, with
an increasing. amount being spent on data process;ng, demograph;c and social
statistics and sampling and. surveys. . In 1989 assistance to the African region was
$312 000 and to the Asia and the PaC1f1c reglon, $36 000. -
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III.f ISSUES IN STATISTICAL TRAINING

78. Since the attrltlon of tra;ned personnel in natlonal statlstxcal offlces st111
cont;nued to ‘be ‘an important problem, durlng the past two years attention was paxd
. to developnient efforts related to statistical tra;nlng.' Technical and other '
. missions that were either. adv;sory ‘in nature or undertaken for formulating :
technical co-operation projects proposals funct;oned in collaborat;on with the
-national- authorities to develop schemes: for training of persons to meet the.
1reqn1rements of the natzonal statlstlcal offlces and other departments of the

government. :

79. One 1mportant factor is the hlgh cost of tralnlng in a number of -

well- recogn;zed statlstlcal training centres ifii a number of developing countrles.
The - cost-effect1veness -of general- statlstlcal training offered w1th1n a country for
its nationals or somewhat. spec1allzed tra;nxng w1th1n a req1on is belng '
1ncressxng1y recognzzed. K . : :

80. Along with the- regular courses offered for stat1st1ca1 tra1n1ng, countrles

. have also recogn;zed the 1mportance of practical’ tralnlng. Resources available in
developing countries with the capablllty to share expertise are being utilized for
on- the Job tralnlng of personnel from statlstlcally less- developed cOuntrles.

81. 1Imn the area of statlst1cs on women, substant1a1 work is belng done w1th
INSTRAW and ECA to’ 1mprove statistics on wopen's participation in the informal
sector. 3/ Building on this work,.an 1nterreglona1 workshop (sponsored by DTICD)
will be held in 1991 on development of statlstlcs on women 5 work in the 1nforma1
sectorxr. : : - S :

REAR 4125 ISSUES IN STATISTICAL DATA PROCESSING AND INFORMATICS

82.  The 1mportance of mlcrocomputer technology 'is the result of rapld technlcal
progress and standardization in the computing and d;gxtal electronics industries,
and this progress is expected to continue ‘into the future. Microcomputer ‘
technology is, in many ways,.an approprlate technology ‘for developing- countrles,'lt
is small, inexpensive, easily maintainable, divisible, -and. the software user A
interface makes ‘it generally'much,more -attractive for persons who are not computar
specialists to use. Developlng countries are ;ncreaszngly explo;txng microcomputer
technology to process populatlon censuses., The United Naticns technical
co-operation activities in statistical data processing are increasing owing largely
to the increased number of technical co-operation projects set up for the support
of the 1990 round of populatlon censuses. The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and UNFPA continued to fund the bulk of the activities by providing expert
services, data processzng equ;pment, fellowshlp tra;nlnq programmes and other. forms
of technlcal support._ - Lo -

83, "Ia- response to the cont:nulng ‘concern of UNFPA, DTCD and of. the Statlstlcal
Office of the United Nations Secretar;at ‘in this fzeld, several working papers have
been prepared and issued by the ‘Statistical Office. These include, The Use of
Microcomputers for Census Date Processing 4/ and Technical Papers presented at the
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Interregional Workshop on Population Data Bases and Related Topics, 5/ Voorburg,
Netherlands, 6-10 November 1989. The documents focus upon the technological
factors that are leading to the growth of microcomputer based markets, the -
substantial decentralization of functions that the technology encourages and the
redistribution of respons;bllltles and requlrements that these shifts produce._.
Furthermore, it discusses the appl;catxon ‘of microcomputers to specific areas in
census data processing, with emphasis upon ‘the functionality of the software that
should be used in spec;flc areas to obtain maximum assistance from.a computer-based
proce531ng strategy The work for thlS publlcatlon was funded by UNFPA.

84, On the basis of problems encountered in several national and international
statistical offxces -concerning the potential threat that computer viruses. represent
to their work, the Statistical Office of the ‘United Nations Secretariat provided
“written information to all national statistical offices on the. subject.; The
purpose of the communlcatlon was first to share some basic information concerning
computer viruses and secondly to obtain information concerning any experiences
national ' stat;stacal offices have had thh computer viruse$s. . The information.
received on the experience -of national statlstlcal offices and'the'measures"

" undertalen for dealing with them are be;nq used to provide ongoing technical advice
“and material to help national statlstlcal offices in the preventlon, deletion and
ellmlnatlon of these v1zuses. ‘

85. The Software and Support for Populatlon Data ?rocess;ng progect ‘funded by
UNFPA -and executed: by the Department -for Technical Co-operation for ‘Development
continues to ‘provide software and tra;nlng for editing and tabulatlng populatlon
data, for demographlc analysis of data.and for populatxon projections. The PC-Edit
software package for entry and edit of ctnsus or survey data has been improved with
new features and is being used in a growing number of countries. Because of the
widespread use of mlnlcomputers in. popul tion programmes, including management
information systems, ‘the progect has dew 1oped a new maps and graphic database
software called .PopMap.-and assembled a m crocomputer global population data base as
an example of using spreadsheet. and data_base,technology.for organizing population
~data for use in administrative aad. planning activities and to support training
activities maklng use of nat10na1 lewvel population indicators.. The'project is’
supplying: about 2,000 software’ packages per year to UNFPA-supported projects and
institutions. - The pro;ect also conducts or a531sts a number of tralnlng workshops
for software users. : : B T el :

.Bﬁ,- A 3o;nt ECE!UNDP Stat;stlcal Computlng Progect, Phase 2 (SCP 2), is in
operation in the ECE region. Twenty -three member countries are participating in
the project. The. contrlbutzon of developed countries. amounts to $2,013,000, and
'UNDP funds were allocated at the level of $250,000. . Specialists from stat1st1ca1
offices. of developlng ‘and’ developed countries co-operated in Joint Groups on
Software Evaluation; Commun;catlon, Implementatlon Strategy, Statistical Data Base
Management, Data Editing and-Table Generation., A 1list of SCP-2 products was made
available to all member countries of the region and to other regional commissions.
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V. PRIORITIES

87, Priorities for statlstlcal‘development differ according to geographical
regions and the general ‘mandate of the donor or 1mplement1ng agency. In sections I
and IT of the present report 1nformat10n has been included on priorities as

- reported by the. regional commissions, specialized agencies and other multilateral
programmes. The following additional 1nformat10n complements the lnformatlon

prev;ously glven.

88, In the perzod 1976 1977, the UNFPA Govern:ng Councml adopted a pr10r1Ly system
as a way of concentratlng the 11m1ted resources of UNFPA. in those developing
countries that had the most serious population problems and the most urgent need .
for assistance.  The prlorlty system was ‘revised in terms of indicators and their
threshold levels 1n 1982, .and more recently in June 1988. It should be noted that
once a country is on a prlorlty list, it remains on the list until the system is
updated or revised. Perlodlc updat;ng is intended to reflect: changes in the
demographic situation or socio-economic¢c conditions in the developing countries and
permits mod;f;catlons, if needed, in the fundlng of programmes to prlorlty
countrles. :

- 89. The current criteria for desxgnatlon of prlorlty status by UNFPA is that a
country should have a gross national product (CGNP) per capita of $750 or less, and
any two of the following:, (a) an. annual increment of 100,000 or more in population
size: (b) gross reproductlon rate of 2.0 or more; (¢) infant mortalxty rate of 120
or more per 1,000 live blrths, (d) deusity of agricultural population on arable
land of 2.0 persons or more per hectare; (e} female literacy rate of 40 per cent or
Jess., The 1988 rev151ona ‘include the addition of female lzteracy rate as a
criterion and: adjustments in the threshold levels for the gross reproduct;on rate
(from 2,5 to 2) and infant mortallty rate (from 160 to 120), According to these
last: crxter:a, the number of priority countries has increased to 56, with 31 in

" sub-Saharan Afrlca, 16 in Asia and the Pacific, 6§ in the Mlddle fast and
Medlterranean and 3 in Latln Amerlca and the Carlbbean.

90. By decision 90/34 on the fifth proqrammlng cycle, the thirty-seventh session
of the UNDP. Governing Council,. inter alia, reaffirmed that national plans and
prlorltles constituted the only viable frame of reference for the natiocnal
programming of operational act1v1t1es for development of the United Natioms
system., * It stressed that, in order to attain self-reliance in the developing
countries through. natxonal capac;ty»buzld;ng and strengthening, UNDP should focus
on the following areas: (a) poverty eradlcatlon and grass-roots . part1c1pat10n in
development: (b) env1ronmenta1 preblems and natural ‘resources management;

{¢) management development: (d) technical co- operation among developing countries;
(e) transfer and adaptation of technology for development: (f) women in
development. The above areas. should receive priority in the programmes of UNDP
taking fully into account the diverse needs of countries and regions. The
Governing Council emphasized, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
44/211, the need for priority allocation of scarce grant resources to pProgrammes.
and projects in low-income countries, particularly the least developed countries.
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91, Tha United Nations Department of Technical Co-operation for Development, as a
department of the United Nations Secretariat, is firmly guided by the principles
and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, and it works in areas of its
competence at the request of Member States, respectxng their sovereign right to
determine priorities fer their own development, The Department mobilizes the
skills of men. and women from ‘around the world in support of the efforts of
developlng countraes themselves. ~The" goal is that those.who receive technical
co- operatlon in a partlcular area w;ll soon become self rellant in that area.

92.  With: regard to the reglonal comm1531ons, ‘most have: concentrated techn1ca1
co-operation in the least developed countries and in speclflc countries or .
subregions. - For example, ECA gives: priority to least developed,  land- locked and
island countries and ESCWA to least: developed countries. ESCAP gives priority to
least aeveloped countries and’ those with slow progress in achieving demographic
goals. ECLAC has focused its assistance on the least developed countries and"
subreglons, mainly in Central Amerlca and in the Engllsh—speaklng Caribbean, in
addition to a few South Amerlcan countries, 1nc1ud;ng, in some cases, less '

" developed areas within' a country. 'In assxgnlng these priorities, a country's .
capability to generate and ‘use the’ data, as well as the existing infrastructure
needed to benefxt from the technlcal co-operatlon, are cons1dered.

93. Most United Nations organzzat;cns determlne priorxt:es for substantlve
programme activities by their mandates.' For .example, since the Internaticnal
Conference on Populat:on held in Mexico Clty in 1984, UNFPA has placed increased
emphasis on act1v1tles ‘aimed at improving the role and status of women, An
interregional project was established with UNFPA assistance in mid-1988 to support
the development of national data bases on women, populat;on ‘and development.

" Technical missions have been undertaken to a mnumber of countries. to assist in
project development and as. a result several data base progects are.

now uander way. ‘A ‘handbook on national statistical data bases on women ard
development was gubllshed in 1990 ‘6/ Efforts are also under way- in several
ecoun*rles te develop 1mproved surveys to measure more fully women s part1c1pat10n
in *he econemy. - : . . .

- j_'_v | POINTS. FOR nxscussmu

94. The Commlssion may wash to'

(a) Comment on technloal co—operatlon programme in- statlstlcs, 1nc1ud1ng its
scope and compos;t10n° B : .

3 {h} Revzew emerglng 135ues in stat15t1ca1 traznxng and stat:stxca] data
-processxng, . . ‘ : . : _

(c) 'QiSause.issues’on éo#ordiﬁation in'multilateral_and‘bilateral'technical
co-operation statistical activities, particularly at the national level,
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2/ _ S
: York 1990 (ST/ESA/STAT/IOS/ReV 2)

_ United Nations, New.

3/ 'H ndbook on Com 1lat10n f a 1st1cs on Women in the Informal Sector 1nr.

Industrv Trade and Serv1ces in Afrlca and gn;hes s of Pilot: Studles on Compllatlon

- four Afrlcan countrles (work;ng papers 1n Engllsh and French)

4/ The Use of Mlcrocomputer in Data Proc3551nq, Work;ng Paper
UNDTCD/Statlstlcal Offlce, New York 1989 (UNFPA/INT 88- P09/1).

5/ The 1989 In nal W rkshop on Population Data nd Related
Top;cs, Techn1ca1 Papers, UNDTCD, New York, 1990 (INT- 88—?07/1) '

VA Han k for the Develo men £ Nat;onal St al Data Bases on Women
Q_Q__gze;gpmggg, Serles K, No.‘ﬁ (Unlted Natlons publlcatlon, Sales No. 89 XVII. 9).
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Table A 1.

AnnéX'-

+ €CO= OPERATION IN STATISTICS:

Un;ted Natlons system expendlture by components' 

(Thousands of Unlted States dollars)
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{Footnotes to table A.1.)
Note: The follbwing stbols“havé.been.uséd in'thé'téble:
5 _ o ' Three dots (...). 1ndlcate that data are not avallahle or are not
' ' separately reported. : : : : -
7; ' A dash'(——) indicates that thé amount'is'nil’or négligible;"'

A hyphen (- ) 1nd1cates that the 1tem is not appllcable..
I " a/ . DICD and the reglonal commissions. E

b/ Estimate'based_on 1990 budget at the beginﬁing othheHYear.-
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Table A.Z. United Natipns éystem;expenditure_by components
(Thousands of United States dollars)
_QrganizaEiOn _ _ N _ | _
and year ~ . Total  Personnel . - Training a/ Equipment . - Other.

United Natidns'(total)

1987 20 201 10 789 385 4 558

'3 o .. 1469
1988 24 852 12 616 3803 - 6 263 2 170
1989 33 647 13 928 5610 . . 11 951 2158
1990 b/ 35 694 17 957 6 748 - 7-145- 3 844
~of which: ' ' ' | '
DTCD _ 7 o
1987 17 162 8 461 28920 4490 1 319
- 1988 21 339 9 960 .3 357 6 145 1 877
1989 . 29391 - 10 894 4 835 11 820 1 842
1990 b/ 31 365 15 065 5 721 7 094 3 485
ECA ' : o R '
1987 1337 - 992 | 282 o1 a7
1988 1703 . 1185 ' - 249 e 222
1989 - 1 955 1 333 207 66 . 259
1990 b/ T2 142 1545 305 20 ' 272
ESCAP _ ' - _
‘1987 450 205 139 . 6 10
1988 526 - 410 75 .13 ' 28
1989 . 921 625 223 52 _ 21
1990 b/ . 1236 681 459 : i3 - 83
Cs oA - - , : | .
§ 1987 ) 743 . e68 . s1 - 6 . 18
1988 - . 5717 491 .38 44 .4
1989 . 81T 631 164 9. .13
1990 b/ ' 573 488 75 . 100 - 0
ECLAC R | | . R
1987 . .509 - 373 . 21 . 40 - 75
1988 ' 707 570 - 8&4. 14 . 39
1989 . - 563 ©o445 - . g1 AU 23

1990_g/- L 373 178 _ 133*.__ s g

-V Data do net include trainlng prov1ded by the 1nterreglonal, reglonal and
technical adv;sers as well as pro:ect staff as such expendlture is included under
personnel. - :

b/ Est;mate-based on 1990 budget at the‘beginhing 6fithe:year.
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Organiiation_ A e -
and' region 1987 - 1988 © 1989 1990 b/
DICD
Total 17 162 .21 339 . 29 391 31 365
Africa - 6 619 . 9 340 9 483 17 425
asia -3 125 -3 940 1C 135 .6 824
Middle East and Europe c/ 5 516 - 5 814 7 483 & 090
-Americas 1 902 . 2 245 2290 1 326
. Regional commissions
Total 3039 3513 4 256 4 329
ECA 1 337 1 703 1 955 2 14z
ESCAP "4%0- ' 526 921 1 236
ESCWA 743 577 817 573
ECLAC ’ 509 707 563 378
ILO w0
Total &/ ‘987 1107 1 042 1121
Africa 603 793 824 993
Asia and the Pac1f1c o8 107 06 113
-Western Asia o .29 - - -
Latin Amgr;ca and the Caribbean - 198 192 - 97 -
FAO
 Total 8988 - 9 172 11 493 11 900
_Afrlca . ‘5 375 © 5 242 "6 936 5 200
Asia and the Pac1f1c 2 232 2 405 2 722 3 200
Western Asia . 567 - 551 471 500
Latin America and the Caribbean . 814 974 1 364 1 300
WHO &/
Total .. 5488 & 703 7 265
Africa oa 1017 S0l -1l 651
Western Pac1f1c .s 720 1 109 840
South East Asia . o 1 453 1 675 1 973
Eastern Mediterranean . 1 303 1 535 1 109
-Latin America and the Caribbean - 981 1 482 1 682
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Table A.3 (continued)
Orgénization _ _ . - ;
and regiom ' ' - 1987 . 1988 1989 1990 b/
IMF
Total £/ _ - 54 46 31
Africa _ ' _ ' 29 17 10 e
Asia and the Pacific _ . . 10 1 B -_'...
. Western Asia S ' a’ - 74 -7 P
Lat;n America and the Carzbbean _ 15 . 22 13 T e
[1) i)
‘Total 115 - 61 - 2211 421
Africa - 66 19 141 239
Agia and the Paclfic ' 41 42 9 - 10
Western Asia o - - 61 - . 161

NHote:

'Q/
available.

£/

The following symbols have been used in the table:

Three dots {...) indicate that data are not available or are not
separately reported.

A hyphen (-} indicates that the item is not apﬁlicable.

Regional groupings may vary accordlng to organ;zatlon._.f'

Estimate based on the budget for 199G at the beg;nnlng of the year.
Including regional and interregional projects.

Totals include expen@itufes on interregional co-operation-and Europe.

Excluding interregional projects for which data breakdown was not

Only shows expenditure on missions, since IMF budgetary system does not

allow differentiaticn of technical co-operation activities from others.

g/

Included in the figures for Asia and the Paéific.'




Table A.4. ‘United Nations system expendlture by organlzatlon and

subject area |

(Thousands_df United States'dbllars}
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7iz2

Organization L ' S
"and subject area - 1987 11988 1989 1990 &/
United Nations b/
Multi-sector statistics 1 874 2°438 . 2 667 1 362
National accounts and other : - o
‘economic statistics 3685 . 3.631 . .6 074 . 5 367
Demographiec statisties c/ 10 751 14 907 20 560 24 843
Data processing and 1nformat1cs 3 752 3 487 3 952 3 890
- Other 139 389 394 432
Total 20 201 - 24 052 33 647 - 35 694
ILO
Multi-sector statistics - - - -
National accounts and other
economic statistics - - - -
Demographic statistics ¢/ _ 987 1107 1.042 1 121
Data processing and informatics - - - -
Other ' ' - - P -
Total 987 .1 107 1 042 1121
FA0 o
Multi-sector statistics 7 117 - 7229 - . 9 057 9 400
National accounts and other C -
economic statistics - - - -
Demographic statistics ¢/ = - - -
Data processlng and informatics 1871 1 943 2 436 2 50¢
Other - ' - - - -
Total - 8 988 -9 172 11 493 11 90¢
WHO
Multi-sector statistics - - - ‘oo
National accounts. and other
economic statistics o= - - cos
Demographic statistics g/ _ 1 229 1 214 1 286 N
Data processing and informatics : 16 23 61 ‘as
Other ' 6 767 5 160 6 365 coe
Total 8 012 6 397 7 cee
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Table A.4 (continued)
Organization : . : S L S _
and subject area ' 1987 - 1988 1983 .. 1990 a/
UPU
Multi-sector statistics _ - - L - -

National accounts and other- . N
economic statistics . _ - = B T,
Demographic statistics ¢/ . ‘ - T

"Data processing and informatics .23 S22 . l04 204
Other . _ 82 3% 0 107 . 217

Total ' o 115 61 zi1 - 421

Note: The follow;ng symbols have been used in the table*-

;ﬁ ' Three dots (...} 1nd1cate that data are not- avallable or are not
P separately reported.

A hyphen (-) indicates. that the item is not applicable.

a/ Estimates based on the budget for 1990 at the beginniﬁg of the'yéar.
b/ DTCD and the regiocnal commissions.

e/ Incliuding populatlon censuses, census and survey cartoqraphy, sampllng
and surveys, household surveys and statistics on women.
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 Table A.5. Unlted Nations system expendlture by organlzatlon and
subject area

' (Thousands of Uhited States dollars}

. Organization : ' '
: and subject area . 1987 1988 1989 1990 a/
DTCD
Multi-sector statistics 1491 1 935 2 209 - 1205
National accounts and other e -
economic statistics 3-393 ° - 3 263 - 5 447 - - 4 293
Demographic statistics b/ 8 769 13 129 18 391 22 701
Data processing and 1nformat1cs : 3 509 - 3 022 3 344 -3 166
Other : A ' N - . - -
Total _ B 17 162 21 339 29 391 31 365
ECA
: Multi-sector statistics - :_' 31 66 54 60
i . National accounts and other - . R
. economic statistics - 142 168 76 271
Demographic statisties b/ - oo s 9389 - 826 -1 239 1 207
| Data proce551ng and 1nformat1cs'_' o : 86 : 154 192 172
i _ Other o . 139 389 394 432
. Total : _ S 1337 1703 1 955 2 142
ESCAP
: . Multi-sector statistics ' ' - o= - -
National accounts and other : . '
. economic statistics o 12 33 308 618
Demographic statistics b/ 438 427 457 490 -
Data processing and informatics = . - 66 155 128
Other : ' - = ' - -
Total ‘ 450 526 921 1 236
ESCWA
Multi-sector statistics - 147 197 320 97
National accounts and other : ' SN _
economic statistics _ _ 9% 101 124 102
 Demographic statistics b/ o 390 157 . 237 - . 2k2
Data pr005351ng and informatics - . . 116 122 - 136 ' 122
Other - : - - - -

Total - _ ‘ y 743 577 817 573
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_Table A.5 (continued)
Organization - : : _ _ - :
and subject area L . 1937 1988 1989 1990 a/
ECLAC.
Multi-sector statistics o o 205 _ 240 83 =
National accounts and other : _ ' _
economic statistics ' 48 76 119 83
Demographic statistics b/ I 215 - - 268 236 193
Data processing and informatics _ 41 - 123 125 . 102
Other ' - R, - - - _

. Total _ _ - 309 707 . 563 378

Note: The following symbol has been used in the table: .

A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is.nbt applicable.-,

a/ Estimates based on the budget_for 1990 at_the beginning of the yéér.

b/ Including poﬁulatiog'Censuses, census and survey cartography, sampling -
and surveys, household surveys and statistics on women. : '




