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STATISTICAL ¥ORK OF THE SPECTALIZTD AGEHCIES

Report of the Secretary-Ceneral

SULRIARY

the work of the International Labour O0ffice (paras 2.9), the Food and
Apriculture Organization of the United Wations (paras. 10-36), the United
Tations Bducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (paras. 39-50),
the International Civil Aviation Organization (paras. 51-57). the World
Health Organization (paras. 53-T7), the International HMonetary Fund
(paras. T8-97), the Universal Postal Unicn {paras. 35-90), the lorlad

on Tariffs and Trade (paras. 97-93).

The present document 1s a prosress report, presented for the information
of the Commissicn, on the statistical act1v1t1es of the specialized agencies
gince the nineteenth session of the Commission, in Joverber 1976. It covers

Tntellectual Property Organization {(paras. 91-GG) and the CGeneral Agreement

7814103




E/CN.3/530
Ingliish
Page 2

1. At the nineteenth session, the Comuission considered a progress report by
the Secretary--General entitled "Statistical work of the specialized agencies”
{B/C1.3/497). 1/ The present document is the corresponding report on the work
done by the agencies since the nineteenth session. A4 progress report on the
statistical werk of the regional commissions and the Tnter-American Statistical
Institute (E/CN.3/528) and a report on the work of the Statisticel OFfice of the
United Nations (E/CN.3/531) are also hefore the Commission.

i

1/ For a summary of the discussion in the Commission, see Official Records
of the Fconomic and Sceial Council, Sixty-second Session, Supplenent No. 2
(E/5910), paras, 195-107.
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I. IRTERJATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE

2. As in previcus years, the statistical programme of the International Labour
Office (ILO) was characterized by a large volume of published material. The 1976
and 1977 issues of the Yearbook of Labcur Statistics were published in Decemker 1976
and December 1977 respectively. The quarterly Bulletin of Labour Statistics (and
its eight supplements in the intervening months) appeared regularly. The second
guarterly issue of the Bulletin contained, as in previous years, the results of

the ILO October ingulry on wages, salaries and normal hours of work for selecied
occupations and on retail prices. The 1978 edition of the Technical Guide,

Volume I (Consumer Prices) was issued in March 1978 and Volume II (Employment,
Unemployment, Hours of work, Wages) in April-May 1978.

3. Labour Force Fstimates and Projections, 1950-2000 (second edition) appeared
in six volumes in 1977. These volumes were prepared by the IL0O Bureau of
Statistics as part of a joint international effort of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, designed to produce a co-ordinated series of comprehensive
demogrephic estimates and projeetions. Quinquennial estimates and projections
of total population and labour force by sex and age group (with corresponding
labour force participation rates), 1950 to 2000, together with the sectoral
distribution of the labour Torce by sex for 1950, 1960 and 1970, for the werld,
geographical areas, regions and individusl countries and territories are set out
in velumes I to V. Volume VI contains a deteiled descripticn of the methodology
employead.

4. As part of its efforts to translate international standards into operational
programmes, the TLO will publish in 1978 "An integrated system of wage statistics:
a manual on methods”. This manual, inter alia, discusses in detail the types of

surveys to be undertaken for collecting and compiling statistics of (a) earnings
and hours actuaily worked, (b) wage rates and normal hours of work, (c) labour
cost, {d) wage structure and distribution. It also indicates methods of
congtructing wage indices and for comparing real wages.

5. Work also proceeded towards the publication of the third edition of Household
Income and Bxpenditure Statistics, scheduied to be issued at the end of 1978.

This will present in standardized form (and in one wvolume) the results of househeld
income and expenditure surveys conducted from 1968 to 1976 in more than 80
countries throughout the world.

6. The TLO continued to work on the development and standardization of labour
statistics. It is reviewing the existing international recommendstions on lahcur
force statistics (employment, unemployment, underemployment) and preparing
quegtionnaires that could be used in manpower and income surveys. The results of
this work (which should alsc prove useful in the implementation of the National
Household Survey Capsbility Programme reccmmended in Feonomic and Sceial Council
regsolution 2055 (LXI1)}) will eventually appear in a manuel on surveys of
manpower and inccme,
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7. Methodological research is continuing on statistics of industrial accidents

and occupaticnal diseases. The results of this work mey be reviewed in a meeting
of experts.

8. The work of the ILO on intereity price comparisons for the determination of
post adjustments of international officigls in European duty stations is to be
transferred to the International Civil Service Commission.

9. In accordance with the current international emphasis on househcld surveys as
a major instrument for collecting basic socio-economic data (includirg the ILO's
specific interest expressed by the 1976 Werld Employment Conference), the IIO
established in Asia a post of regional expert in household surveys. Similar posts
will be established in 1978 in Africa and Letin America. These projects will
complement the work of the present regicral adviser in labour statisties in
Africa and the ILO's programme of direct technical co—operation in individusl
countries - the latter being generally financed by the United Nations Developnent
Programme {UNDP) and biieteral bPrograrmes of development assistance,
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1T, TFOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGAWIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

10. Over 100 countries participated in the programme for the 1970 World Census

of Agriculture. The final results from 48 of these countries were published in

19 issues of the Census Bulletin. In addition, the results from 15 other countries
were prepared for publication in 1978. The results will continue to be published
as received From the countries.

11. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Hations (FAO} Programme
for the 1980 World Census of Agriculture (WCA) wag digstributed to all FAD member
countries in 1977. It placed particular emphasis on the agricultural census as

an integral part of the over-all system of agricultural statietics in the countries
a1l over the world. For promoting the 1980 World Census of Agriculture three
publications were issued in 1978: (a) the "Report cn the 1970 World Census of
Agriculture” containing the experiences of the countries that toock the census of
agriculture under the framework of the 1970 prograrme; (v) "Guidance for taking
sgricultural census" containing detailed instructions and samples on all phases

of the agricultural census and (c) with the assistance of the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities (UNFPA) a "Guide for the collection of statistics on
agricultural population and employment”. Besides issuing these publicaticns other
promotional measures during 1977 and 1978 to assist develcping countries in taking
censuses of agriculture around 1980 included the organization of national census
demonstration centres (NDCs), training centres, seminars and special courses with
reference to the programme for the 1980 WCA. These were held in different parts
of the world and FAO assisted in preparing the programmes/courses, providing
background documents, giving lectures and also providing financial support to
national institutions for the holding of NDCs and for financing fellows from
neighbouring countries.

12. TFollowing the recommendations of the World Food Conference and in close
co-operation with the Food Security Assistance Scheme, the Global Information and
Farly Warning Systenm (GIEWS) and Plant Production Division, a programme has been
started to assist countries in setting up a crop forecasting system including the
application of crop-yield/westher relationships. The objective of this system

is to have early estimates of expected preduction of food crops before actual
harvest time. This will enable the authorities concerned to take timely action
with regard to imports/exports, storage and internal transportation, market
stabilization ete. Preparatory missions have been sent to 1l countries, selected
on the recommendations cof recent FAO food security missions and taking into

_consideration their vulnersbility to acute food shortaeges or crop failures. Three

more missions are planned before the end of 1978. The missions advised countries
on improvement in their agricultural statistics, necessary for implementing or
strengthening a crop forecasting system. A document was prepared and circulated
to statisticel field staff on "A statistical aspect of an information and early
warning system” and one on Yot otistical methods of forecasting crop production”
is in preparation.

13. An internstional training course in remote sensing applications for
agriculture, jointiy organized by the United Nations and FAO in co-operaticn with

feoos
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the Government of Ttaly, was held in Rome during April-May 197T with the main
objective to provide educaticn and practical training tc participants from
developing ocuntries in the application of remote sensing methodology for crop
statistics and for agricultural censuses; 17 participants sttended this course.

11, TFAO's Interlinked Computerized Storage and Processing System (ICS) of
assembling, complling, processing and disseminating food and agricultural
htatistics, which now covers ebout 240 primary food and agricultural commodities
and 200 processed products derived therefrom, has built up the data series from
1961 to 1978 for 215 countries and territories in the form of supply/utilization
accounts which meke for consistency and comparability. This now represents the
world's largest and most up~to~date data bank of food and agricultural statistics
on which national and international agencies and institutions can draw, as they
do now, o meet their requirements of current and long~term series of foocd and
agricultural statistics.

15, Provisional detailed food balance-sheets for 1672-T4 averages have been
prepared for 162 countries, covering almost the entire world population. Each
food balance-sheet is supplemented by a table showing per capits food supply by
major crop groups in terms of calcries, protein and fat for the average period
1961-63 and individual years 1964-19Th. This material, a major outcome of the
data processed and stored in IC3, has been sent o the countries for review and
comments which will be taken into account in the revision and updating of the food
halance—-sheet series through ICS.

16. The base period for index nuxbers for food and agricultural production, as
well as for agricultural trade, has been shifted from the 166165 average to the
1969-T1 average and a substaential improvement has been made in the methodology
for the construction of index numbers series of production at the country,
regional and world levels. The common regional weightings based on wheat price
relatives previously used have been replaced by average annual producer prices in
order to arrive at country indices and exchange rates for aggregating them at
regional and country levels.

17. The computerization of the data series and the gstreamlining of the publication
programre in 1977 have enabled the Statistics Division to advence the issuance
dates of periodic statistical publications {(Production Yearbook, Trade Yearbook
and Arnual Fertilizer Review). The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics became
trilingual in Januvary 1978, reducing the time-lag between data avallability and
thelr publication.

18. TWork has started on the preparation, by computer, of gquestionnaires on
production and guarterly trade, tailored to each country.

19. A glossary of terms used in food and agricultural statistics is in
preparation.

20, The Fertilizer Deta Centre has been in operation since 1975. All fertilizer
statistics and related data are integrated at the Centre. 1In addition %o
producticn, trade and consumption statistics, the Centre collects, compiles and

S
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disseminates information on prices paid by farmers, quarterly import and export
orices and fertilizer production capacities. Tt has also extended its
activities bo fields related to fertilizers, such as high-ylelding varietieg of
cereals and fertilizer epplication by crops.

51. TLend-use statistics are being expanded to provide information of significance
e environmental studies.

22, The improvement of pesticicde statistics is underway, in consultation with
industry.

23, Work on economic accounts for agriculture is continuing. Following the
publication of & report containing production accounts at current prices for
62 countries for the period 1961-1971, a second edition is now under way with
coverage expanded to around 100 countries with such accounts, together with
production sccounts at constant prices and capital formation accounts for a
number of countries for the period 1965-1576.

ol Ag a resulb of the continuous work on the assessment of the world food and
nutriticon situation, the Fourth World Food Survey wae published in 1977. The
scope of this Survey is broadly similar to that of its predecessors. It attempis
to update the review of recent trends in fcod production and supply against the
background of increasing populetion and the most recent evidence regarding the
incidence of wnder- and malnutrition.

o5. TWork has continued on the compilation of data and the review of country
practices and methods of food consumption surveys. While the analysis of those
results has been used in the Fourth VWorld Food Survey, the methodological material
and the basic statistical series have been presgented in the Review of Food
Conswnption Survevs - vol. 1: covering Furope, North America and

Oceania, end vol. II: covering Africa, Latin America, the Near East and the

Far East. The gbove will provide suitable background information for the revision
of the 1964 Programme of Food Consumption Surveys within the over-all context of
the National Household Survey Capability Programme recommended in ECOSCC
resolution 2055 (LXIT) and the preperation of manuals for promotion of the

surveys in the countries. '

26. The inereasing policy end planning crientation of FAO stetistical work,
especially the recent reguiremente for the poverty-oriented and the bhasic-needs
approach to agricultural and rural development have continued to require the
development and maintenance of regular series of social gtatistics and indicators.
Work ig in progress for the development of the FAC programme of social indicators,
comprising the preparation of a conceptual freamework of social indicators
vertaining to the food and agricultural gector and the construction from data
readily available or that can easily be collected, of a series of indicators

to be published in an internal document towards the end of 1478.

27. As a part of its contribution to the Joint World Health Organization/United
Vetions Children's Fund/FAO Global Nutritional Surveillance System, FAQ inditiated
work in developing indicators of expected changes in per capita availabilities of

/-
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food and nutrients, derived. from advance food belance-sheets based on early
estimates of crops received mainly through the Early Warning and Food Information
System, and of likely increases/decreases in incidence of under-nutrition. The
ongoing activities on the promotion of the revised programme of Food Consumption
Surveys and of the National Household Survey Capability Programme recormended in
Heonomic and Social. Council resolution 2055 (LXTI) will, it is expected, facilitate
“the development of nutritional surveillance systems in developing countries,
3 :
&EBH Work on the revigion of the world-wide estimates and projections of
agricultural population and labour force covering the period 1950-2000, as part
of the interagency work programme in the field of demographic estimates and
projections, was completed in 1977 {see para. 3 above ).

29. Increcased emphasis is being placed on the data of support prices for major
agricuttural products in the context of the monitoring of progress of international
agricultural adjustment and, in consequence, the data base and informaticn content
of the publication Agricultural Support Price Statistics will be expanded. '

30. 1In connexion with"a'pfoject on "land regources for populations of the future”
in developing countries, work is under way for deriving population and land-use
(cropping patterns) estimates by agro-ecological zones on the basis of available
stbnational adninistrative-area data.

31. FAC has started e technical co-operation programme (TCP) to assist countries
in their immediate reguirements for short-~term technical assistance. Assistance
was provided under TCP during 1977 to Bolivia, Cape Verde, Ecuador, Guinea,

Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal and the United Republic of Camercon in data
processing, in preparing projects relating to agricultural census and in training
in agricultural statistics.

32. During the reporting period, sbout 40 field experts per year were engaged
in promoting the development of asgricultural statistics in varicus countries.

33. The Yearbook of Forest Products now includes annual data for 12 years
on®the woduction and trade in forest products and the average it value in trade,
together with tables on the direction of trade for two years. The use of the
computer and some streamlining in procedures allow completion of data preparation
within 12 months of the end of the last year reported. Data on the capacity of
the pulp and paper industry and five-ycar forward estimates of the change in
cepacity are published annually. These estimates are now backed up with a
publication listing the specific mill investments that make up the egtimated
additions to capacity. Assessments of the capacity of the wood-based panels
incustry ere published periodically, the latest being in 1977. A collection of
forest products price series has been assembled in conjunction with the Economic
Commission for Europe (ECE) and the first issue was published by ECE in 1978,
These series will be updated, augmented and published annually by FAO. A monthly
bulletin - tropical forest products in world timber trade - was initiated on a
regular basis in September 19277.
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3h. During the reporting period, the following volumes of the Yearbock of Fishery
Statistics have been published: wolume 40 (Catches and landings, 1975); volume &1
(Fishery Commoditiés, 1975); volume 42 (Catches and landings, 1976) and volume 43
(Fishery Commodities, 1976). Volume 44 (Catches and landings, 1977) is expected
to be published in December 1978 and vol. 45 (Fishery Commodities, 1977) in
January 1979. The "catches and landings” volumes continue to be published by
gutomated data-processing techniques. The data base permits supplementary regicnsal
tabulations to be issued and the input documents, i.e. questionnaires submitted

to countries for completion, have been computerized and are submitted to national
offices as pre-coded, pre~filled computer-printed documents. - Experience has shown

that this expedites and facilitetes significantly the return by mapy national
offices of up-to-date statistics.

35. The Fisheries Department is investigating the possibility of computerizing
the fishery commodity data base and of publishing the "fishery commodities”
volumes of the Yearbook of Fishery Statistiecs by computer printouts. The
development of new tables on fishery commodities (production and international
trade) is now well under way, taking into sccount the revision of the existing
international commodity classifications, such as the Standard International Trade
Classification, the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature and their harmonization.

36. The demand for current and detailed catch and effort data, which are essential
in the assessment of the state of fish stocks and in the formulation of management
and research programmes at the national and regional levels, reguires computer
Tacilities to expedite the extraction and publication of data on catches by major
fishing areas. The extension of the territorial waters and economic zones up to

200 miles from the coasts is resulting in increased demand at the national and
regional level for detailed data on catches and effort. There is slsc a growing
nced for more information on discard and on recreational fish catches, waich could
affect selected commercial fish stocks.

37. The ninthsession of the interagency Co-crdinating Working Party on Atlantic
Fishery Statistics was held at the headquarters of the International Commission
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICHAF) at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia,

17=23 August 1977 and the fifth session of the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council
(IPFC)/Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (IOFC) Joint Working Party of Experts

on Indian Ocean and Western Pacific Fishery Statistics was held at Manila,

1=3 March 1978.

38. In certain regional fishery projects supported by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP),the need for fishery statistics was recognized and
several field experts were engaged to promote their development in the groups of
countries concerned, particularly those bordering on the Fastern Central Atlantie,
the Western Central Atlantic, the Gulf and the South China Ses.
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IIT. USITED WATIONS DEDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANTZATTON

A. Statistics on education

39. The programme on education projections was completed,and trends and projections
of enrolment by level of education and by age and sex were published for major
regions, for the period 1960-2000, and for individual developing countries, for

the period 1960~1985. Three major studies on education trends and projections were
prepared and presented at three internstional conferences (the International
Conference on Education, the Conference of Ministers of Education of African Member
States and the Fourth Regicnal Conference of Ministers of Education and of Ministers
responsible for Economic Planning in Asia and Oceaniaz). A programme consisting of _
holding four national treining seminars on education projection methods each year
of the three-year period 1977-1979 was initisted. A manual on methods for
projecting school enrolment in develeping countries was completed, and a
methodolegy for projecting educational attainment of the adult population was
developed. Work was started on the preparaticn of a detailed study of wastage in
primary and secondary education.

40. The following reports were published using census data on literacy and
educational attainment: (a) a compendium of the basic data; (b) disparities in
countries of the Asian region; (c) methodological studies for estimating end
projecting; (d) estimates and projections of literacy rates. A draft manual on
statistics for literacy progremmes and a practical guide on out—-of-scheol and
adult-education statistics were issued. Tn addition, pilot projects were launched
to test the manual and the practical puide in selected countries, and both
documents will eventually be revised in the light of the experience gained in
these pilot projects.

Ll. The proposed revision of the 1958 Recommendstion on the International
Stancardizaticon of Education Statistics will be examined by the General Conference
of the United Hations Educetional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
at its twentieth sessicn, in 19T78. In addition to the national handbook con the
International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) for the United Kingdom
(England and Wales), UNESCO issued similar handbooks for France, Egypht, Peru and
the Sudan. During 1977, a special issue of the Bulletin of the Internaticnal
Bureau of Education was prepared concerning the UNPESCO data collecticon system,
data suppliers and national publications on education statistics, publications of
UNESCO's Office of Statistics and a progress report on ISCED.

B. DBteatistics on science and technology

42, Activities aiming at methodological improvement and expansica of data
collection reltasting to scientific research and experimental development in Member
States were pursued. An experimental survey of scientific activities in research
and development (R and D} in the social sciences and humanities was ccnducted with
a view to establishing a continuous collection of data in this field:; a study was

foos
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prepared on statistics concerning selected activities releted 4o R end D in several
Buropean countries; a study on methods of statistical measurement of scientific anr
technological information and documentation has been initiated. A guide to the
ccllection of sclence statistics was prepered in English, French and Spanish for
national bodies engaged in statistical activities. Pursuvant to Economic and Socid
Council resoluticn 1901 (LVII)D the classification of R and D by objectives nas
been completed in Fngiish, French, Russian and Spanish. A statistical report on

R and D in Latin American Member States was Prepared as a reference documert fo
the Btanding Conference of Divectors of the Wetionzl Councils in March 1978. A
statistical analytical report on manpower and expenditure for R and D was prepa:d
for presentation at the second Conference of Ministers responsitle for science :1d

technology policy in the Burcpean and North American Region (MINESPOL IT), to b
held in September 1979.

43. In accordance with s resolution adopted by the General Conference in 1976,

- a preliminary report and a draft recommendation were prepared on the internationut

standardization of statistics on science and technolegy. A specisl committee of
technical and legal experts appointed by Member States is due to meet in Paris
frow 5 to 1k June 1978 to finalize the Graft recommendstion for submission to the
General Conference st its twentieth segsion, in 19785.

C. Btatistics on culture and conmunication

Lh. Steps have been taken towards extending the scope of cultural statistics to
cover new fieldg, such asg the theatre and public expenditure for cultursal
activities. An expert meeting was held in October 1977 to discuss technical
aspects related to the international standsrdization of statistics on public
expenditure for cultural activities. In 1978, the administrative organs of UNESCO,
the Ixecubive Board and the General Conference, will examine the advisability of
having a recommendasticn on the subject. It is expected that such a recommendation
will be approved by the General Confersnce at its twenty-first session, in 1980,

45. A guestionnaire has been prepared on stabtistics relating to the theatre, for
an international inquiry to be conducted in 1978, the first to be carried ot by
UNESCO in this field. Following the adoption by the General Conference, in 1976
of a recommendation on the international standardization of radio and televigion
statistics, a questionnaire was sent to Member States early in 1978, for the first
survey on radioc and television.

46. The second joint UNESCO/ECE meeting on cultural statistics will take place
at the end of 1978 and will inter alia discuss, within the context of statistical
work related to the United Wations framework for the integration of scecial and
demographic statistics (FSDS), the scope and coverage of a Fframework Ffor cultural
statistics, which has been the subject of a study by UNESCO.
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D. Statistical data bank

47. The statistical data bank has been expanded to cover virtually all major
statistical areas of concern to UNESCO. This expension has made posesible the
preparation of an increasingly greater proporticn of tables for the UNESCO
Statistical Yearbook directly from the bank and has facilitated the production of
otﬁfr statistical data reports.

48. Work has started on the development of teleprocessing methods for information
storage and retrieval using the data bank. A nurmber of interrogation programmes
have been written and put into application, thus permitting access to selected

deta series by users equipped with a visual display or typewriter terminal connected
to the central computer of UNESCO. As concerns conventional batch-processing
applicetions, a number of additional programme modules have been written te provide
greater flexibility in teble-handling operations, particularly the editing and
updating of tables and their preparation for final printing.

49. Starting with the 1975 edition, the entire contents of the Statistical Yearbook
have been reproduced ty photo-offset from computer output, which has permitted

s considerable reduction both in the time required and in the costs for printing.
The Yearbook has become, starting with the 1976 edition, a trilingual publication,
with all explanstory texts, table headings, and foot~notes printed in Inglish,
French snd Spanish.

. Technical co-operation

50. Technical co-operation in statistics continued to be provided with the
financial support of the United Nations Development Programme and othecr
extrabudgetary sources. The extrabudgetary assistance chiefly provided expert
services to Member States upon request in the arecas of education statistics and
of statistics teaching at the university level. About 12 experts were assigned
to individual countries, three of whom taught statistics at the university level.
Under the Regular Programme, technical co-operation in statistics consisted of
three statisticians based in the Regional Offices of Fducation and of a number of
consultant missions, staff missions and feliowships in education statistics and
statistics on science and technology.

A
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IV. INTERNATIONAL CTVIL AVIATION ORGANTIZATION

51. The statistical programme of the Internationsl Civil Aviation Orgenization
(ICAQ) continued to be developed and improved during the period under review.
Tmplementation of the recommendations of the Statistics Division at its sixth

?ession (20 Cctober to 7 November 1975) remained a major task, as did the

conversion of data processing to computerized operations. New editions of all
the Air Transport Reporting Forms were prepared and distributed for use by States
when reporting statistices for 1977.

52. The experimental un-flight origin and destination statistics progranmme,
started in June 1976, was maintained along with the cngoing programme of flight-
stage statistics. A decision on which of these two programmes will remain in the
regular statistical programme is expected to be taken by the ICAD Council before
the end of 1978. :

53. The collection of financial and traffic statistics for en-route air
navigation facilities and services w28 introduced on a biennial basis beginning
with data for 1976 and the collection of airport finanecial data was introduced
on an experimental basis for the years 1976 and 1977T.

54. An annuel statistical survey of general aviation activities, civilian piloct
licencss and certain air transport operations was introduced starting with the
1977 data. The information thus collected will fill an important gap in the
available statistics and it should bte particularly useful in work on the promotion
of safety in civil aviation.

55. The first edition of a yearbook entitled Civil Aviation Statistics of the
World, 1975 was published early in 1977 and the second edition, for 1976, was
published in August 1977. The yearbook presents in one volume the most widely used
statistical informaticn on air transport, supplementing the comprehensive and
detailed data published in the Digests of Statistics.

56. The library of civil aviation statistics and related publications was
continually expanded. With the long-term aim of establishing a bibliographic
service for use by ICAO, the Contracting States and others, arrangements were
initiated for listings of the material to be made available periodically.

57. The growing need for improving the statistical capabilities of eivil aviatiou
departments, airports and airlines continued to be reccgnized. The regular
programme of statistical workshop meetings in different regions of the world was
intensified. Workshops were held at Dubrovnik in February 1977, Dakar in

October 1977 and Bangkok in January 1978. Three more workshops are to be held

in 1978, in Lima, Arusha and Cairo. The ICAO Regional Offices provided guidance
to States in meeting their statistical obligations to ICAD and, when required,
conducted short courses on air transpert statistics for officials of eivil
aviation administrations.
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V. WORLD HEALTH CRGANIZATIOHN

58. A larse number of countries suffer from the lack of adeguate health statistics
to support health planning, management and research activities. In addition, in
many developing countries, health statistics are incomplete and inaccurate. Efforts
have been made, therefore, to co-operate with countries in meking their health
§¢atistical services more user-oriented and responsive to health needs, cbjectives,
targets and activities than in the past. More than TO projects at country and
intercountry levels are in operation with the aim of strengthening naticnal

health information systems and services. More than 100 fellowships are awarded
every year to professicnal statisticians for training abronad.

59. Systems analyses of vital and health statistical services were conducted in
Fonduras, Jamaica, Mexico, the Philippines and Thailand during the first half of
1977. The analytical reports will be published at the end of 1978.

60. Studies on infant and childhood mortality and their relation to fertility,
which were undertaken in Afghanistan, Algeria, Sierra Leonme and the Sudan, have
been completed and data are being processed for analysis. The results of a
comparative study of the influence of biclogical and social factors on perinatal
mortality, obtained from Austria, Cuba, Fngland and Wales, Hungary, Japan, New
Zealand and Sweden, were consolidated for publication.

61. Within the programmes of development of health indicators and measurement of
levels of health, the World Health Organization (WHO) co-cperated with the
Tnternational Epidemiological Association (IEA). A joint IEA/WHO working group

on the measurement of levels of health was organized at Nieborow, Poland in

March 1977. WHO alsc co-operated in this area with the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD). Special attention was paid to the development
of statistical indicators for primary health care. A working group met at

Rijeka, Yugoslavia in October 1977 on the development and use of primary health

re crds in developing countries.

52. A meeting on cancer statistics information subsystems was held in Minsk,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in September 1976 to discuss the different
types of national cancer statistics systems, their objectives, contents andc
operating procedures. An expert committee meeting on cancer statisties, sponscred

jointly by WIHO and the Tnternational Agency for Research on Cancer, is to be held
at Madrid in June 1978.

63. A consultation on birth defects surveillance was held at Geneva in
December 1976 with a view to the preparation of a report on the subject to the World
Health Assembly.

6. A meeting on the statistical principles of monitoring and surveillance in
public health was held at Geneva in November 1977.

6£5. A meeting on practical and systems considerations in maternal and child health
care will be held at Geneva in December 1978.

G6. A Workshop for Teachers of Health Statistics was held at Cardiff, United
Kingdom in early 1877 and an Interregional Conference on the Teaching of

Henlth Statistics to Medical Undergraduates was organized at Karachi, Pakistan in
!
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Merch 1976, The Conference reviewed teaching and learning processes in various
countries and provided a forum for an exchange of views. and experiences of
university teachers and other specialists in heslth statistics and epidemiclogy.
It made recommendations on the improvement of statistical teaching methods for
medical undergraduates.

.07, WHO collaborating centres were established at Rennes, Trance, Alexandria,
Egypt and ERijeka, Yugoslavia, in order to encourage the development of health
records and their use for management of primary health care services as well as for
national planning.

68. Two additional centres for the classification of diseases have heen created,
bringing the total to six. There are two for the English languase {London and
Washington) and one each for French (Paris), Portuguese (Sao Paulc), Russian
{Moscow) and Spanish (Caracas). Their function is to advise countries on nroblems
arising out of the use of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) and
its related classifications.

69. The twenty-ninth World Health Assembly, in 1976, approved the recommendations

of the International Conference for the Ninth Revision of ICD and as a consedquence

the following documents were published in 1978: ICD-9 {2 volumes - Tabular List

and Alphabetical Index) in English and French; Internaticnal Classification of

Procedures in Medicine {2 volumes) in Emglish; ICD for Oneolegy (ICD-0) in _
English end Spanish., Versicns of these documents in the cther official languages i
are in preparation. 4

70. A Working Group on Lay Reporting of Morbidity and Mortality was held at Hew
Delhi in November 1976. The Working Croup drew up a list of symptom associations
and conditions recognizable by lay or paramedical persomnel for the revcrting of
causes of death and of reasons for contact with heslth services. The list was
extensively field-tested in a number of countries of South Fast Asia in 1978.

Ti. Part of WHO's participatiocn in the implementation of the World Populstion Plan
of Action is through continuous monitoring of mortality data for mortality trends
and patterns. This is done by updating WIHO's data bank with the most recent
information from countries. As more countries are now sending mortality and
morbidity data on computer tape, the timeliness of the publications, World Health
Statistics Annual and World Healih Statistics Report, has improved.

72. The World Health Statistics Annual, 1977, was published comprising the
following volumes: wvel. I, Vital Statistics ang Causes of Death; vol. II,

Infectious Diseases, Cases and Deaths and vol. ITT. Health Personnel and Eospital
Establishments.

3. The monthly "orld Teslth Slatistics Report became 3 cuerterly puhlication as
from 1G77. It features gpecial subjects of public health interest focusing mainly
on the analysis of intevnationsal health data, principally those stored in the WHO
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data bank. One issue of the Report was devoted to "Community Water Supply and
Excreta Disposal in Developing Countries: Review of Progress'".

74, A "Manual of mortality analysis" and “Tife table and mortality analysis”
were published with the help of UNFPA funds.

T - A comprehensive report entitled "A review of developed and developing computer
applications in medicine-was completed by a consultant.

76, One of the important sctivities in the statistical programme is the provision
of methodological support to disease control programmes and health research
undertaken jointly by countries and WHO.  These support activities cover a wide
renge of topics including sample surveys of disease prevalence, follow-up studies
of community population and patients, field trials of prophylactic and therapeutic
measures, health services research, computerized simulation models of disease
dynamics and laboratory studies on vacceines and other biologicals; they also
include the application of operational research and systems analysis approaches to
disease contrcl and health services research.

77. Methodologicel support was given in particular to the folldwing projects:

(a) Field research to develop strategies for the control of malaria in
African zones of different ecology;

(p) TField investigation to evaluate the endemicity level of treponematoses
in Senegal, through clinical and serclogical surveys;

{c) Study of the epidemiology of achistosomiasis and the methodology of its
control in man-made lakes;

(4) The onchocerciasis control programme in the Volts River Basin;

(e) An internationel study of the effects of miltiple-drug treatment of
leprosy in circumventing the problem of drug resistance in South-East
Asia:

(£) Studies in community control of hypertension, rehabilitation and secondary
prevention of myocardial infarction, and prevalence and diagnostic
eriteria studies in rheumatic heart disease;

(g) ©Several studies in the human reproduction and family health programmes;
and

{(h) A collaborative study on epidemiclogical models of acute bacterial
diseases and their application in public health.



E/CN.3/530
Fnglish
Page 17

VI, INTERUATIONAL MONETARY FUND

78. During 1976-1977 the RBureau of Statistics continued to collect and process

& growing body of statistics relevant to worid monetary and payments problems; to
release these in the monthly issues of International Financial Statistics (IFS)
and Directicn of Trade (DOT) and in the Direction of Trade Annual, Balance of
Payments Yearbook and Government Finance Statistics Yearbook; and to make them
available in various other forms. The Bureau continued its efforts in rationalizing
the means of assembling data, in improving the conceptual basis of compiling
internationally comparable statistics and in broadening the means of their
dissemination. Since May 1977 the work of the Interrational Monetary Fund (IMF)
on the assembly and review of balance of payments statistics has been centred in
the Brueau.

79. As regards data collection, the number of time series assembled directly from
national sources increased sizably in topical and country coverage. The collection
and norwalization of data has continued to give appropriate emphasis to the
establiskment of new country pages in IFS, to improvements in the coverage of the
datae base and to revision of existing data to enhance their conformity to
international standards. Countries® use of the Bureau's computer-generated report
forms for general and financial statistics has improved the accuracy and
currentness of such data in Bureau publications. The Bureau has also established
the feasibility of receiving data from countries via tape as a practical means of
data collection and direct entry intc the Data Funé, the IMI's computer system.
During the past two years the RBureau has continued to enlarge and refine its #
tape exchange system with member countries. At present, naticnal data are being
regularly reported to the Data Fund in machine-readable form by seven countries and
plans are under way to extend the system to five more countries. Tape exchange has
become an efficient and timely means of data collection and it is egpecially
effective as a means to collect and control revised time series data over a long
history.

80. A% the data-processing level, development has begun on interactive
communications among users, programmes and data through video display terminals
(CRT) to enable both compilers and users of the Data Fund to express their
requirerents to the system in terms of the data to be retrieved and the operations
to be applied. A retrieval and display routine is now operational. Tt is expected
that further development in this area will enhance ease of use of the system and
result in a savings of user resources.

81. At the data-processing level, a comprehensive redesign of the data base
structure and programme routines is in process. The first phase is expected to be
operational by the end of 1978. The major areas of change in the new system relate
to a variable frequency and variable length tree structure data base storage
format. By reducing the amount of physical space needed to store long-gtrings of
data, it will be possible for more than 300,000 time series to be stored on line.
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Wew programme routines are being written in a moduiar fashicn with each module
having a unigue function. In addition to functional modules for retrieval,
reformat, update, caleculate and print, there are separate data-bese-management
mednles to control the processing end management of the data on randem access
devices, Users will communicate their processing reguirements to the system,

' ¢ & nevw English statement command language. Eventually a master control
modnls will accept this new language of words and phrases and translate the
statements into machine functions and processes.

%, In the area of publications, the Bureau has further refined and extended
its photocomposition and tape subscription systems, Yhe International Financial
Statistics, Direction of Trade. Balance of Peywents Yearbook and Covernment
Pinance Statistics Yearbook ave all photocomposed publications that are produced
vie the photccomposition process, which has improved their currentness,
flexibility and stenderdization. Subscriptions to all four statistical
publications are also available in machine-readable tape form, and over 215

taves are mailed each month to subscribvers throughout the world.

52, About one guarter of the time of the Bureau's economist staftf is occupied

by its statistical work in the field. In this field work the Bureau hasg continued
to provide technical co~-cperation in statistics to member countries under the
genersl programme for establishment or improvement of central bank bulletins

and in separate staff missions for improvement of statistical assembly in central
hanks. Tn both forms of assistance, emphasis has been given to the development
and iwrrovement of finsncial and general statistics prepared in accordance with
clasaification and definitional standards that help to make such data useful for
wonetary authorities and others concerned with the monetary and payments problenm..

&L, Durineg 1977, the progremme of +achnical co-operabicn covered 27 countries.
In the eight vears of the programme's operaltion, the Bureau helped to establish
new central bank statisticel bulletins in 26 countries. There have also been
substantial improvements in the content of existing bulletins.

45, 1In separste short-term staff missions, the Burean staff during this period
sssisbed twe countries in the compilation of balance-of-paymenis statistics

snd seven counbries in the assembly of detailed government finance statistics
according to the framework given in the IMF draft "Manual on government finance

g
: s [}
gtatistics .

44. TUnder the IMF prosramme for the assembly and publication of comparable
government finance statistics, the fiyret Government Finance Statistics Yearbook
was published in Sevtember 197T7. The Yearbook contained disaggregated statistics
on cemntral government operations, tables showing derivation of these statistics
from national sources, summary statistical tables on operations of state and
local governments and Iinstitutional information on government units, accounts

and data source and lists of nonfinancial public enterprises and public financial
institutions. The Yearbook contained information for 100 countries, which was
derived from questionnaire replies completed by the courntries. During 1977 a

/o..
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pilot course on government finance statistics design to train officials in
procedures of the draft "Manual on government finance statistics™ was conducted

at the IMF Institute for participants from 26 countries. Similar courses in Spanish
and French are planned for 1978 and 1979, respectively. Work is proceeding on
revision of the draft "Menual on government finance statistics” in close
co-ordination with the "Manual on public sector stabistics” in preparation by the
United Naticns Statistical Office; see "Progress report on the Manual on public
jector statistiecs” (E/CN.3/509), also before the Commission.

87. In the process of completing work on the revision of the Balance of Payments
Manual, comments received on the June 1975 draft were used in preparing the final
version of the fourth edition of the Manual that was issued, in Fnglish, at the
end of 1977. French and Spanish versions of the Manual are being readied for
publication in 1978. The Bureau has continued to conduct Fnglish, French and
S3panish courses on the methedelogy for compilation of balance-of-payments
statistics at the IMF Institute.
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VII. UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNTON

A, General

88. The importance of statistics in the activities of the Universal Postal Union

_ (UPU) was recognized at ite establishment more than 100 years ago, and the
{ publication of data on the postal services of the merber States has been assured

gince 1875. The nature of the data has in the course of the years undergone various
changes, which led, pursuant to resclution C 35 of the 1964 UPU Congress at Vienna,
to the publication of Statistigue des services postaux containing 98 items.

B. New policy

89, The 197k Congress at Lausanne, accephed the principle of broadening the postal
statistics as well as adapting the statistical items to the needs of the member
States of UPU. This marked the beginning of intense activity with a view to
revising and improving the system of international postal statistiez. Prior to
1973, the UPU statistical activities aimed only at information; since then, they
have had two complementary goals: (a) internationally, to deduce systematically

the general trends of postal traffic and the means used to deal with this traffic,
as well as the interdependence of postal development and growth in the economic,
social and cultural spheres; and {(b) nationally, to promote the use of statistics
by postal administrations as an effective instrument for the menagement and planning
of their services.

C. Results
50. The results attained by the end of March 1978 can be summarized as follows:

(a) A revised list of scme 20C items of Statistique des services postaux was

drawn up in October 1974, the definitions and methods of collection gpecified for
each.

(b) In order to get the postal employees responsible for providing statistical

deta acgquainted with the new questionnaire, an instruction menual was published in
1975,

(¢) Since then, postal statistics in the new form of loose-leaf binders have
been published for the years 197L, 1975,and 1976. Beginning 1976, dats furnished
by the postal administrations have been submitted to an automatic logical and
chronological control.

{d) Statistical data, collected and published in the annusl UPU publication
since 1964, have been stored in machine-readable form.

(e) Utilizing this data base, the International Bureau of UPU preparss an
Annual Report on the Situaticn of Postal Services, the Tirst of which was published

[
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in 1977 analysing data up to 1975, The 1976 report is in preparation,

(f) A comsultative group of statisticians has been created to give technical
advice to tke Inbternational Burean.

(g) Most national postal adwinistrations have indicated their liszison service
on statistical matters,

§
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VITT. WORLD INTELLECTUAL FROPERTY CRGANIZATION

A. General

91. The importance of industrial property statistics in the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPG), and in its predecessor, Bureaux Internationaux

Réunis pour la Protection de la Propri&té Tntellectuelle (BIRPI), has been
recognized since the creation of BIRPI in 188L4. The publication of the

industrial property statistics of member States in the journal Industrial Property/
La Proprigté Industrielle has been assured since 1885.

92. The extent of the statistical data has, during the course of the years,
increased and led, in 195k, to & separaste publication entitled Industrial Froperty
Statistics.

93. In 197h the principle of broadening the statistics to inelude breakdowns
according to 32 technical fields for patent and like documents and to 42 classes of
goods and services for marks was accepted.

B. Publications

Sh. Industrial Property Statistics (Publication A) presents international
stebistical series on industrial property rights for nearly 100 countries. Tt
includes date on the applications and the grants of patents, inventors’
certificates, utility models, plant varieties and industrial designs as well as on
applications for and registrations of trademarks and service marks and on
registrations of international marks. TFor each of the industrial property rights
applied for or granted in the reporting country, a breakdown is given according to
the country of origin of the resident. Data are given for the latest available
vear fer all the series except "patents in foree™, for which historical annual data
for tie past decade and updated total number of patents in force are published.
The ubtility models, plant varieties, trademarks and service marks and industrial
designs "in force™ are listed together with the corresponding data of the previous
year. Publication A is published by the International Bureau of WIPO on the basis
of information supplied by Industrial Property Offices.

95. Industrial Property Statistiecs (Publication B) contains basically the same
statistical data as Publication 4, plus:

{a) =& breakdown of patent and inventors' certificate applications and grants
according to 32 technical subject-matier fields deflned in terms of the
International Patent Classification (IPC);

(b) a breakdown of trademark and service mark applications and registrations
according to the 42 classes of goods and services defined in terms of the
International Classification of Goods and Serviéfi)(Nice Classification);

[
{c) a breakdown of patents, utility models, trademarks and service marks and

/o
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industrial designs according to priority claims under the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property;

(2) a survey of rending patent and inventors' certificate applications: and

{e) a breakdown of the patents and inventors' certificates granted according
{o the year of filing of the application.

C. Computerization

96. Steps have been taken towards the computerization of Procedures for reviewing
and disseminating the industrial property data reported by countries. To this end,
all data, all routine calculations, including arithmetical verification, and all
type-setting requirements are now being computerized. As a result. the next jssues
of Tndustrial Property Statistics (for 1976 and 1977) will be printed by
photocomposition from the machine-readable data base. It is also intended to feed
data of Tndustrial Property Statistics for years at least as far back as 1973, to

permit the publication, in carly 1980, of comparative statistical tables for many
countries.




k!

®/CN.3/530
English
Page 2U g

TX. CGEVERAL AGREEMEWD ON TARIFFS AND TRADE

A. Tariff znd trade data bhase

97. During the pericd under review, particular attention was paid to updating and
further extending the tariff aand trade data base required in the trade
negotiations. The customs tariff data and the import statistics now also cover
1975 and 1976. The data are collected from national authorities. From this
documentation, a series of analytical tables was produced to enable bhoth developed
and develoving Contracting Parties to carry out an assessment of the various
techniques and modalities envisaged in the multilateral trade nesotiations. Copies
of the basic Tiles are currently made available to participating Governments.

B. Statistics on textiles

68, A regular reporting scheme of textile and apparel statistics desipgned to meet
the requirements of the Textiles Committee under the Arrangement Regarding
Tnternabional Trade in Textiles was established towards the end of 1974. Under
this scheme, quarterly statistics on production and trade in textile and apparel
preducts of cotton, weol and man-made Tibres, as well as guarterly employment
statistics and annual value added and investment statistics for the textile
industry and the apparel industry, are supplied by countries participating in this
Arrangement . The submissiocns are available To participating Govermments. The
atstistiecs are furthermore used in the preparation of reports to the Committee.

C. Other statistical work

99. The compilation of statistics or background documentation for studies on
current problems in the field of commercial policy, which the Contrzeting Parties
or their subsidiary bodies require, as well as the hackground statistics required
for the regular analysis of world trade, have accounted for a significant part of
the statistical work of the secretariat. In general, such documentation covers
various fields of world production, trade and prices and is, as Far as possible,
based on published statistics. Ixtensive use is being made, in particular, of the
United Wations Statistical Office trade data tapes, which have been reorganized in
order to achieve casier retrieval and compilation of time series.




