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I. PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES AND WORK PROGRAMME OF THE STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE
UNITED NATIONS FOR 1977-1978

2. The statistical progremme includes collecting, compiling, evaluating and
disseminating international statistics., It also fulfils the important role of
assisting the Statistical Commission in the promotion of the standardization of
statistical methods, classifications and definitions used by nationel statistical
agencies in order to facilitate international comparability of the data and in the
co~ordination of international statistical activities, In addition, the programme
provides direct advice to Member States and substantive backstopping of technical
assistance field projects in developing countries. A1l these activities are
continuing and require sustained, long~term efforts, New world developments and
nev thrusts are, however, reflected in some shifts of emphasis and increased
efforts to meet the demands arising from them,

3« The over-all legislative basis for this programme is contained in Economic

and Social Council resolutions 8(I) and 8(II) and, most recently, the Council's

decision 97 (LVIII) to take note of the report of the Statistical Commission on

its eighteenth session and the programme objectives contained therein.

L, The specific activities to be carried out during the biennium 1977-19T78 are
described below, grouped by objective. . . :

Objective No. 1: International Trade, Industry, Natural Resources and Eﬁgrgy ;

To provide more comprehensive, reliable and timely statistics on international
trade, industry, natural resources, energy and related areas, with special emphasis
on the needs of developing countries,

1.1 Reports and recurrent publications on industrial statistics

(i) To collect data by questionnaires, process and publish them in
consultation with the United Netions Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) in the Yearbook of Industrial Statisties (Vol. I, General
Industrial Statistics; and Vol, I, Commodity Production Data) and the
Yearbook of Construction Statigties;

(ii) To prepare indexes of industrial production and employment, as well as
other contributions to the Statistical Yearbook and the Monthly Bulletin
of Statistics,

1.2 Technical manuals on standards and methods for industrial statisties

(i) To prepare and provide guidelines and standards for industrial,
construction and distributive-trade statistics.
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1.3 Publications and tabulationsEbn?ihtErhationai trade statietice

“{1i) “To collest and compile international trade statisties in co-operation
with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and
-~ the regtonal commissions; to complle prlce unlt value and quantum
'_lpdexes, aggregates and trage matrlxeS"

(ii) ‘To Drepare recurrent publlcatlons (Commodity Trade Statistics: Yearbook
of International Trade Statzstlns- World Trede Annual and Supplement)
tables for the Statistical Yearbook and the Monthly Bulletin of
Stetisties; and 2d hoc tebulations upon request. a

1.k Methods and classifications of iuternational'trade statistics

(1) To develop further standard methods and classifications for international
trade stetistics in co-operation-with the reglonal comm1351ons, UNCTAD
and the Customs Co—operatlon Councily

'(ii)“To 1mprove 1nternat10na1 trade statlstics through reconciliation studies,

based on reviews of the discrepancies of international trade statistics
‘and other methods- .

(iii) To contlnue further work on 11nkages between the Standard Internatlonal

Trade Classification (SITC, Rev. 2) and other trade and related
elassifications.

1 5 Renorts and recurrent publlca ions on eneréy statisties

(i) To - collect, compile and dlssemlnate, in c0moperat10n with the Centre for
' © Natural Resources, Energy and Transport, the regional commissions, the
United Wations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank), more complete, accurate
and timely energy statistics through World Energy Supplies (annual);
Querterly Bulletin of Energy Statistics (first. issue, 1977); tables for

the Statistical Yearbook and the Monthly Bulletin of Statisties; ad hoc
tabulations; '

{(ii) To prepare, in co-operation with the Center for Natural Resources, .
- Energy and Transport the regional commissions, UNEP and the World Bank,
international guidelines for the development of comprehen51ve and
1ntegrated energy statistics.

1.6 Matrixes of commodity flow by mode of transport'anﬁ methods. in traneport
statistics, in co-operation with the regional commissions and the -
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization

(i) To prepare a revision of the Internatlonal Standard Deflnltlons for
Transport otatISulcs, 1/

1/ Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 8.
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(ii) To prepare a compendium of transport statistics.

1.7 Concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies'for measuring tourism

(1)

To formulate concepts and definitions on statistics ‘of tourism dﬁth the
rarticipation of the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning ahd the

- regional commissions, in co-operation with UNCTAD and the World Tourism

(ii)

Organisation (WI0), co-ordinated with statistics of internstional
migration, To prepare these guidelines for publication; '

To prepare a manual on the methodology of statistics of tourism,

Objective No., 2: National Accounts, Income Distribution and Related Statistics

To develop further and implement the system of national accounts and balances
and related systems and classifications and to provide more comprehensive and _
reliable statistics on national accounts and balances and related data such as the
distribution of income, consumption and accumilation, with special emphasis on the

~needs of the developing countries.

2,1 Review and development of the System of National Aceounts (SNA) and its ;
linkages to the System of Balances of the National Economy (MPS), with special
attention to the needs of the developing countries : :

(i)

(i)

To review, with the participation of the regional commissions and the
agsistance of an ad hoe expert group, the SHA and its implementation in
order to identify and remedy problem areas, devoting speeial attention to
the needs of the developing countries in terms of both meeting their data
requirements and providing clear and understarndable reference materials,
including a handbook of natiomal accounting; -

To clarify further the relationships between SNA and MPS, through
technical studies to identify structural relationships and develop

commen subaggregates, and through country case studies;lto develop
methods of approximation for countries snd time periods for which complete
data are not available. : ‘

2.2 Within the over-all framework of the national accounts, continued development
of systems and standards for sectoral dats L '

(1)

For the public sector, to prepare for publication, in consultation with

the International Monetary Fund, the Orgenisation for Economic
Cowoperation and Development and the regional commissions, a manual
emphasizing the relationship between data needed for government
operations  and data needed for economic and socisl poliey and plsnning,
and including a detailed clessification of the purposes of government;
to prepare a technical report on distributional agpects of publie sector
statistics, including their relation to the distribution of household
income, consumption and accumilations o
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(ii) TFor. enterprises, to complete the study of netional practices in compiling
- finaneial statistics of enterprises and prepare a technical report; to
review national practices in compiling economic census data on
enterprises; to prepare guidelines on enterprise statistics and convene
an ad hoc expert group to discuss them;

(iii) ' For the foreign sector, to review the relationship of .data required for
the national zccounts and data required for balance of payments and
.’nternatronal trade analysis.

2.3 Continued development of standards for related data,-ihcluding flow of funds
accounts, balance sheets and national wealth accounts, national accounts in

constant prices, and links between: economlc accounts and other kinds of data,
both economic and .hon=-economic

(i) To prepare and issue guidelines and manuals on flow of funds, balance
sheets and reconciliation accounts, and stocks of tangible assets and

other forms of netlonal wealth based whers necessary on studies of
country practlces,

(ii) To prepare and issue guidelines and menuals on methods of deflation of
national accounts and on the preparation of ‘national accounts in
constant prlces*

(iii) To develop further the links to social and demographic dete, through
reviews of countrv practloes and technlcal studies.

2.4 Development updating and harmonization of standard international
classifications related to the national accounts and balances

(i) To complete and issue the Internatlonal Standard 013551f1cat10n of A1l
Geods and Services (ICGS);

(ii) To complete and issue the Cla551f1catlon of the Outlays of Industry
~ ‘and Purpose (COIP),

(iii) To continue work on the harmonization of statistieal classifications in

the economic sphere in co-operation with organizations Wlthln and outside
the United Nations system;

(iv) To co-ordinate the classification work mentioned elsewhere, i. €y SITC
purposes of governmént, social and demographic data.

2.5 Collection, compilation and dissemination of nationel accounts statistics
(i) To collect, compile and disseminate netional accounting data through the

Yearbook of National Accounts Statisties and through contrlbutlons to
other gtatistieal publications;

(ii) To prepare various ealculations of national accounts series;
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(iii)} To contribute ‘through the above to the development of a comprehensive and
rellable 1uformatlon base on natlonal accounts stat1st1cs.

2.6 Statlatlcs of the dlstrlbutlon of 1ncome, consumptlon and accumulation

(i} For the dletrlbutlon of income, consumption and accumulatlon to prepare
a technical study of concepts,. definitions, and classifications; to
update the review of country practices; to prepare for publication
guidelines for developed and developing countries; to prepare a manual

covering methods of estimation (1nclud1ng the use of household surveys),
priorities and uses;

(ii) To collect, compile and prepare for publlcat1on a report furnishing data

and .estimates on the d1str1but10n of income, consumption and
accumulation.

ObJec ive No. 3: Price Statisties and Related Areas

‘To develdp further the methodology and colleotlon of statistics on prices and
related areas.

3.1 Improvement of methodology for price coliection, index compilation and

deflation through studies of national practices and development of guidelines
and manuals

(i} To prepare and issue guidelines on prlce and .quantity statistics and
' manuals on producers‘ Pprices, consumers® prices and prices in
international trade-

(ii) To preﬁare a technicel study of aspects of deflation of national accounts
not previously covered, including wages and other income shares, economic
deprec1at10n and real wealth, '

3.2 Development and exten51on of the Internatlonal Comparlson Project (ICP) and the
collection of, cost-of-living data for international c1v1l serv1ce use

(i) To implement phase TIT of the ICP, directed towards 51mp11fy1ng the
- methodology and extendlng the country coverage,

3(ii) To utilize the experience gained in ICP to improve the quality of
international civil service measurement of the cost of 11v1ng,

(iii) To prepure a techn1cal report on price index sample design and price
collection methodology, maklng use of the results of ICP and the
cost-of-11v1ng work.

3.3 Survey of the statistical aspects of countr1es’ experlence w1th indexation
and preparation of a technical study
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3.4 Development of a programme of international prioe‘statistics, in,oo-operation
with the interested specialized agencies and thé regional commissions

Objective No. k: Social, Demographic and Environmental'Statistics

To develop further, systematize and disseminate statlstlcs in the soclal

demographic and environmental areas with special emphasis on the needs of the
developing countries.

k.1 Contlnued Work on standardlzatlon and 1ntegratlon of soecial and demographlc
statisties, including distributional aspects, through surveys of cduntry
practlces and case studies, preparation of guides and memisls

(1) To collect ana collate the definitions, concepts and classifications
used in different areas of socigl and demographlc statlstlcs, and
prepare a technlcal report on their h&rmonlzatlon“

(ii) To Prepare. and 1ssue gulderlnes on 5001al 1nd1cators based in part on
case studies of their use by countries

(iii) 7o conduct a survey of studles of time use, 1ncludlng ‘conceptual
Problems and appllcatlons°

(iv) To monitor and issue reports on country EKPE“I nce in the development
and application of integrated social and demographlc statlstlos'

{v) To prepare a technical report on methods of development- and use of
integrated demographlc,_soclal and economic ‘data bases derived from
censuses, surveys and admlnlstratlve data.

L.2 Guldellnes on the concepts, contents and methodologles of env1r0nment
statlstlcs, empha3121ng their relatlon to qatlonal accounts:

(i) To formulate guldellnes on concepts, contents and methodologies for
collecting environment statisties and to carry out studles on statistics
of the natural and man—msde environment;

(ii} To develop the 1nternatlonal collectlon and compllatlon of these data;
(iii) To prepare an envlronmental Stdtlstlcs compendlum.

L.3 Dissemination of demographic statlstlcs

(i) To collect, compile and disseminate demographic statisties through the
Demographic Yearbook (and the special historical supplement to the .
1978 Demographic learbook) the Population and Vital Statlstlcs Report
(quarterly), the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical
Yearbook; as well as to develop the capacity to respond more effectively
to ad hoc or highly specialized requests.
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L,k Guldellnes for natlonal efforts 1n collection of demographlc statisties

(v)

(vi)

-To.. complete and publish a re v:sed version of the Handbook of Populstion

Census Methods' 2/

To complete and publlsh rELommendatlons on mlgratlon statistices

To prepare ‘and publish a revised version of the Handbook of Vital
Statistics Methods; 3/

To prepare and publish recommendations, with the assisfance of an ad hoc
group of experts and in close co=ordination with the Populstion Division,

the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning and the regional

commissions, for the 1980 World Population and Housing Census Programme;

To qrganize with the assistance of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, & series of training workshops in population and housing
census methods to be carried out in close collaboration with the .
Population D1v151on, the Centre for Housing; ‘Building and Planning, the
regional commissions and the regional statistical training institutes;
and to orgenize an interregional workshop cn methods for improving the

_collection of vital statistics through civil fegistration systems

To carry out related studies including the developmenL of local area
census statlstlcs (census tract programme)a

k.5 Methodologlcal publlcatlons and St&tl&t’Cal compendlums on qoclal housing

and related statlstlcs

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Surveys' h/

To complle and publish the Compendiuﬁ'of Social Statistics, 19?7;

To initiate work on the Compendium of Housing Statisties, 1973{;

To revise and bring ﬁp to daté, in collaboration with the specialized
agencies and the reglonal commlsSlons, the Handbook of Household

To encourage needed revisions in the basic concepts used Ffor the

collection and compilation of demographic and social statistiecs so as to

- free them' from inappropriate sex~based stereotypes by organizing a

seminar involving users and producers of statistics dealing with this
issue, by monitoring research carried out by Member States and by
developing snd disseminating appropriate guidelines;

2/ United Nations publication, Sales No. 58,XVII.6 {vols. I, IT and 111).
3/ United Nations publication, Sales No. 1955.XVII.I, a
Ej'UﬁifEd Nations publication; Sales Nb;‘6h.XVII.13.
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(v) To initiate the development of a cufrlculum in soc1al statlatlcs for
tralnlng mlddle-level government statisticians.

4.6 ' Statistics on chlldren amd youth wzthln the. evolving frqmework of soecial

and demographic statlstlcs in co»operatlon with the United Nations Child+en's
Fund (UNICEF)

(i)"Tb prepare end publish country guldellnesrand provide dlrect assistance
to developing countrles to improve their social staiﬂstlcs ‘on chlldren
and youth

Objective I\IoG 53 Improved Dlssemlnatlon of Statht¢cs

rr'o 1mpr0ve the varlety, tlmellness and quality of the statl t1c31 output of

the United Nations, including general statistical compendiums and spe01al
abulatlons.

Jel Compendlums of economic end social statistics

(1) To issue, in close co~operation with the regional commissions and with
the assistance of inputs from the specislized agenc1es, the Statistical
- Yearbook, the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical
Pocketbook :

R

5.2 Development of a data bese system for 1ntegrateu storage of the Statistical
Office's stock of data e
(i) To de51gn and 1mplement an integrated and flexible data processing system
for storage and retrieval of statistical data, taking advantage of
modern technology, and to establish a computer-based set of integrated
coding systems for international statistical deta processing;

(ii) To use the new system to enhance the efficiency of publication of the
recurrent statistical outputs including the Statistical Yearbook,. the
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical Pocketbook as well
as to substantially improve the capability for responding to special
requests.

5.3 Review and co-ordination of statisticdl publications and assessment of the
quality of the data

(1) Toc review the Statistical Offlce publlcatlons in order to increase their
usefulness and to study the quallty and assess the reliability of the
data published therein with a view to improving them;

{ii} To co-ordinate the contents of the Statistical Office publications with
those of the regional commissions and the specialized agencies°
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Objective No. 6: Co-ordination of International Statistical Programmes

To promote co—ordlnatlon of the 1nternat10nal Suatls+1ca1 system end to
provide statistical services to other units within the Pecretariat and to other
United Nations bodies. The Statistiecal Offlce serves as a focal point for the
international statistical system,

6.1 Co—ordinamionrof the statistical programmes of the United Nations system

(i)

(ii)

(iii}

(v}

To provide substantlve and technlcal servicing for the Statistical

Commission and its Working Group on International Statistical Programmes
and Co-ordination;

To provide substantive and technlca; serV1c1ng for the Sub-Commettee on

Statisties] Act1v1t1es of the Admlnlstratlve Commlttee on Co-ordlnatlon
(acc); L

To maintain close liaison with the statistical services of the reglonal
commissions, specialized agencies, other intergovernmental and

non-governmental statistical organlza ions and national statistical
servicesy - R

To publlsh regularly'an 1nteragency Tntereatlonal Statistical Reporter
in order to provide a source of information on important developments
in 1nternat10nal stailstlcal actlvltles-

To prepare and improve reports of integrated five=year plans of the
regular and technical 3551stance act1v=51 5 of the international
statlstlcal system, -

6.2 Constructlon of catalogues of economlc end soclal statlstlcs

(1)

Statlstlcs. 5/

To malntaﬂn, update and expand the Dlrectory of Internatlonal

6.3 Statlstlcal serv1ces prov1ded to General Assembly organs and other bodies, on
request

(5

(ii)

To provide the Committee on Contributions w1th data on natlonal income,

- exchange rates, population and other dataj

To prov1de substantive services and statisticael expertise to various
unlts of the Secretarlat and other Unjted Natlons bodles, on request.

5/ United Nations publication, Ssles Wo. E.TS.XVII.11.
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Objective No, T: ~Improvement-of Statistical Capability of Developing Countries

To assist developing countries, througl advisory and -technical co-operation
activities, to further develop their statlstical capablllty end the statistics they
need for monitoring and directing their econcmic and soeial development.

T.1 Assistance to developing countries in improving their statistical organization
(including the preparation of studies and manuasls on organization) and

provision of backstopping for the statistical training centres sponsored by
~the United Hations

(i) To assist in setting up continuing household survey capabilities and
vital registration systems;

(ii) To assist in developing statistics in the fields of energy, mineral
resources, trade and national accounts

(iii) To assist in the implementetion of population and housing censuses and
in the preparations for the 1980 World Population and Housing Census
Programme;

T.2 Assistance to developing countries in initiating and developing their
capability to use computer technology for statistical and related data
processing applications

(i) To assist developing countries in planning and organizing their _
statistical and related data processing activities and in establishing
and improving their computer facilities for recording, storing and
processing data;

(ii) To provide guidelines, manuals and methodology, including computer
software, for applying computer technology to statistical and related
applications;

(iii} To encourage and facilitate the exchange of experience and k?0w1§dge
of computer technology among developing countries and to assist in the
training of staff,

T.3 Development of guidelines for designing, organizing and implementing household
and related surveys

(i) To obtain information, in co-operation with the regional commissions,
through questionnaires concerning sample surveys and their analysis;

(ii) To prepare another report on Semple Surveys of Current Interest and
volume III of A Short Manual on Sampling, covering the operational
aspects of sample surveys.

‘],,--n
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1I. MEDIUM-TERM PLAN OF THE STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATTONS FOR 197891981

- -:L“\ B
5. The mediwr-term plan shown below is ég;;actgd/%rom'chapter“XXIII (Statistics)

of the Medium-Term Plan for 1
L o o 5\7

the Period 1978-1981, 6/

L

R .

—————————————

6/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty—first‘Session,‘
Supplement No. 6A (A/31/6/Add.1, vol, 1), paras. 1B87L-19540,
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CHAPTER XXIIT

STATTSTICS

ORGANIZATTON

lBTh} The description of the organization of the major programme contained in
"paragraphs 1152 to 1156 of the medium—term plan for the period 1976-1979 l/
remains valid except for the following changes:

(a) The Statistical Office includes two central staff units: a Systems
Development and Programming Unit in charge of computer system design and
programme maintenance and an Internal Integraetion and Regional Liaison Unit
in charge of internal integration and planning, co-ordination of technical
co-operation activities and liaison with regional commissions;

(b) The first edition of a major publication, Directory of International
Statistics, has been completed. It contains: (i) descriptions of the
international statistical services of the United Nations syvstem and of
other organizations doing important work in international statistiecs; (ii) a
list of international statistical series compiled by the United Nations system,
along with a comprehensive bibliography of the recurrent publications in which
they are contained; (iii) a list of international standards, concepts,
definitions and recommendations with published sources; and (iv) an inventory
of the computerized data bases of economic and social statistics in the
United Nations system. By providing a comprehensive picture of the
responsibilities and statistical outputs produced by the various members of the

United Nations system, this publication econtributes to strengthening co-ordinaticn.

Work will continue to expand the Directory to cover more fully the activities
of the international statistical system and thereby amplify its usefulnegs for
co-ordination;

(e¢) At the annual meetings of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities papers on numerous topics of mutual concern are prepared for discussion
and, where appropriate, joint action. PFor example, among the topiecs included in
the agenda for the 1976 meetings are the following:

(i) Review of international technical assistance in statistics, 1977-1981;

(ii) BReview of international statistical programmes, 1977-1981;

(iii) Proposed interregional seminar of producers and users of statistics
in developing countries;

(iv) Review of international work on income distribution;

l/ Official Records of the General Assemblv, Thirtieth Session, Supplement
Wo. 6A (A/10006/Ad4.1). .
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(v) Internatioral work on statistics of the environment;
{vi) International price statistics programme ;

{vii) Data banks of economic and social statistics.

Statistical programme

1875. Timely quantitative information, proverly organized, is an essential
ingredient in decision-making at every level. Without statistical information
on the current state and past trends of the situstions with which they are
dealing, planners, policy-makers and administrators cannot carry out their
functions in an efficient or ratiocnal manner. An exemple is the area of energy.
Detailed statistics are needed on reserves, production, trade, consumption and
cost of energy commodities as well as on the relation of energy to the general
economy. Increasing concern about energy stems from its widespread impact on

the interrelationships of economies. Rising costs and shifting relationships
among the prices of different forms of energy have an immediate impact on
industrisl activity and permeate virtually all other aspects of economies. The
search for alternative sources of energy, reorientation of investment and changes
in patterns of demand all reflect directly developments in the energy sector.
Likewise patterns of world trade and the balance of payments positions of
exporting and importing countries are affected., On another level, energy is
closely related to environmental concerns and information is needed on the
environmental impact of the production, transformation and use of commodities and
the costs of pollution and its abatement. To study these questions, related dats
are needed on industry, trade, manpower, income esnd a host of other areas, and
all these data must be sufficiently comparable to permit interrelated analyses.
Definitions, classifications and methodologies should be consistent not only
among the various parts of the statistical system, but also, as far as possible,
over time so as to facilitate analysis of change. The development of a
statistical base for informed decision-making at 2ll levels is necessarily a
continuing, evolving process both within individual countries and throughout the
world and the international organizations fill an important function in this
process.,

1876, The procedures, methodologies and technology needed to create the
required statistical data base for countries are of general applicability and
can be largely transferred from one country to another. The activities of the
international organizations in the field of statistics can helv countries to
improve their statistical systems by offering guidance on the type of information
to be collected, the survey design needed to produce reliable data, practical
collection procedures, efficient data processing and editing techniques and

the possible range and content of the final statistieal output. = They can
facilitate the transfer of technology by gathering, systematizing and
consclidating the methodologies developed throughout the world and then making
them available both through preparation of technical materials, such as manuals
and classification systems, and through technical assistance.

1877. Beyond methodology, the international organizations play a unique role in the
gathering and dissemination of statistical data on a world-wide basis. Countries
are intimately related to one another through their imports and exports, the
movement of people, the interdependence of prices, the effects of pollution, the
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sharing of knowledge, and in innumerable other ways. By putting its own data
into an international context, each country can perceive perspectives that
cannot be obtained in any other way.

1878. For such uses, statistical information is needed in internationally
standardized, comparable form. It is to each country‘'s advantage, for its

own internal purposes that such standerdization should occur, but it is

only the international organizations, working in concert with one another,

who can develop the international standards and assist countries in their
implementation. 1In doing so, they will of course be providing better data for
decision-making for international as well as national use,

1879. The process of development of such international systems, guidelines and
gtandard classifications usually follows a regular pattern. National Covernments
express their needs for revised or new standards through the Statistical
Commission or the regional conferences of statisticians. The first step in
responding to such requests is a comparative study of country practices on the

basis of which a draft of the new or revised system, guidelines or classification

is prepared, if necessary with the assistance of a consultant or on the advice of
an expert group. In all cases the drafts are widely circulated for comment or
discussion to international and regional meetings of government statisticians
(Statistical Commission and its working groups, regional conferences, regional
working groups and so on) to international agencies, the regional commissions,
and to national statistical offices. A revised version of the document based

on the comments received is prepared for submission to the Statistical Commission
which may give it final approval and recommend to countries that they adopt the
system, guidelines or classification, or indicate that further work is required.
After a number of years systems, guidelines or classifications which have been
implemented are btrought up to date in the light of experience.

1860. The objectives and outputs of the statistics programme reflect the
resolutions of the General Assembly, especially of its sixth and seventh special
gessions, the resolutions of the Ecoromic and Social Council and the
recommendations of the Statistical Commission, the regional commissions and
other international bodies, keeping in mind the evolving and 1nterrelated
character of the statlstlcal systems.

PROGRAMME 1: STATISTICAL OFFICE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFATRS

SUBPROGRAMME 1: INTERNATIONAL'TRADE3 INDUSTRY, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY
(a) Objective

1881, The objective of this subprogramme is to provide more comprehensive,
reliable and timely statistics on international trade, natural resources, energy,

irdustry and related areas, with special emphasis on the needs of developlng
countries.

(b) Problem addressed

1882. To assess and monitor efforts to improve the foreign trade position, to
diversify the exports and to raise the foreign trade earnings of developing
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countries, it is necessary to construct appropriate indexes of prices of exported
comnodities in relation to imports, to keep under review trends of the terms of
trade of developing countries, and so on. Availeble statistics require - '
improvement to better serve such purposes and it has become urgent to develop
more detailed, more reliable and prompter data on the trade flows of the
appropriate commcdities and their related prices and to extend their coverage.
Improvements are also needed in related transport and shipping statisties. The
widespread concern about energy and natural resources has brought forward the
‘need for reliable and timely information on energy and primary commodities. There
. are insufficient statisties on production, imports and exports; data on reserves,.
rstocks and consumption need to be developed further, and national, regional and

global balances of important energy-type and primary commodities need to be
prepared, : :

1683. NWow that new emphasis is being placed on industrialization of developing
cohntries, statisties on industry, construction and distributive trades in
many of these countries should receive urgent attention., The data which are
available are often insufficiently detailed and late. This situation points to
a need for. greater efforts towards the develomment of more extensive and timely
collection of statistics in these fields. ‘ o

(c¢) Legislative authority

1884, The principal authority for these activities is to be found in the following:
Statistical Commission, reports of the seventeenth session, 2/ para. 198, and
eighteenth session, 3/ paras. 98-10l4; General Assembly resolutions 3201 ($-VI),
3202 (8-VI} and 3362 (S-VII). : ' o '

(d) Strategy and output

1885. The strategy will consist of the continued preparation of recurrent
publications, the extension of the data files and the preparation of
methodological studies in co-operation with, as appropriate, other divisions
of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the regional commissions,
UNCTAD, GATT, the Customa Co-operation Council, UNIDO, UNEP, IBRD, IMF, OECD
and other organizations. The strategy elements are the following:

(a) Collection, compilation and dissemination of international trade, energy,
industrial and related statistics through the following publications: Commodity
Trade Statistics (50 issues per year); Yearbook of International Trade Statisties,
World Trade Annual and its Supplement, World Energy Supplies (Series J) (annual),-
Quarterly Bulletin of Energy Statistics, Growth of World Industry {anmual), .
fearbook of Construction Statistics (aunual), a compendium presenting the results
of the 1973 world programme of industrial statistics, the introduction of a
quarterly bulletin of mineral and metal statistics, Monthly Bulletin of Statistics
and Statistical Yearbook. The extension of the computer-based data files and
the introduction of microfiches will improve accessibility, include new countries
and provide more complete and more timely data for all reporting countries;

g/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty—fourth Session
Supplement No. 2 (E/52367. -

3/ Ibid., Fifty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 2 (B/5603),
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(b) For international trade, analyticel information will be provided through
aggregates at regional and subregional levels, the construction of commodity
trade matrixes and indexes of terms of trade and deteiled indexes of prices,
unit values and quanta in conjunction with subprogramme 3. Special tabulations
on shipping and transport will be prepared. A reconciliation project, started
in 1975, consisting of analysing the differences in trade dats, reported by
rartner countries will be extended with a view to rendering statistics more
meaningful. Further work on linkages between the revised Standard International
Trade Classification (SITC, Rev.2), adopted by the Economic and Social Council

at its fifty-ninth session, and other trade and related classifications will
continue; '

(c¢) An important extension of industrial statistics will be the collection
of the quantity and value of gross output of selected commodities, of selected
materisls and fuels consumed in their production and of stocks of selected
materials, fuels and finished goods. Detailed studies will be undertaken
designed to construet, for major industrial and energy typre commodities, balances
of reserves and stocks, production, trade and consumption, as well as their
prices. Also a new world programme of basic industrial surveys for 1983 will
be prepared towards the end of the medium—term plan and a new issue of the
Bibliography of Industrial and Distributive Trade Surveys will be published;

(d) International guidelines and methodological manuals for statistics on
external trade, transport and shipping, tourism, energy, industry, distributive
trades and construction, including handbooks on the organization and conduct of
industrial surveys, will be developed or brought up to date and published.

(e) Expected impact

- 1886. The worx described above will lead to a substantial improvement and
expansion of the scope and coverage of available statistical dats in
international trade, energy, natural resources, industry and related
statistics during the medium-term plan period. In particular, it is
expected that during this period data for developing countries will expand
more rapidly than before, thus making available more timely, detailed and
comprehensive data for purposes of national policy formulation and Planning
end for the purpose of analysing problems involved in attaining the goals of
industrialization. The adoption by an increasing number of countries of
international standards on methods and procedures will contribute to the
collection and dissemination of internationally comparable statistics for
use in international policy formulation and monitoring.

SUBPROGRAMME 2: NATTONAL ACCOUNTS, INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND RELATED STATISTICS

(a) Objective

1887. The objective of this subprogramme is to develop further and implement the
system of national accounts and balances and related systems and classifications
and to provide more comprehensive and reliasble statistics on national accounts
and balances and related data such as the distribution of income, consumption
and accumulation, with special emphasis on the needs of developing countries.
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(b) Problems addressed

1888. Governments need, for evaluating economic and social conditions and for
use in making policy decisions and planning, the kinds. of information
encompassed in the national aceounts. A continuing review is needed to

ensure that the national accounts meet the current needs of policy-makers and
planners, and that countries are able to implement the system. Data which are
at once relevant and valid are required to study the recent world-wide experience -
of inflation combined with widespread underutilization of capacity. Increasing
interest has lately centred upon issues relating to economic equity, for the
anslysis of which statistics on .the distribution of income and wealth are
essential. These statistics represent a major gap, particularly in many
developing countries, where what exists is of doubtful value, being based for
the most part on limited household surveys collected for other purposes.
Methods must be developed to make the storage and retrieval of the dats that is
collected more flexible, timely and responsive. The role of the public sector
is of increasing importance, with a corresponding interest in more detailed,
more reliable, and better organized data: Problems of capital financing point
to a need for expansion of the system in this direction. Many developing
countries are not yet in a position to issue up-to-date estimates of national
accounts and related estimates. Thue in early 1976 the latest available

figure of gross domestic product for 17 developing countries was 1969 or
earlier, and for 22 others it was 1970 or 1971. '

(c) Legislative authority

188G. The principal authority is to be found in Statistical Commission reports
of the seventeenth session, 4/ paras. 85-90 and 195 (a,b,c,d,e,g), and of the
eighteenth session, 5/ paras. 137, 143 and 1lLg.

(@) Strategy and output

189Qn The strategy elements involved in pursuing this objective inelude the
review of the present systems, their augmentation to include new types of data,
the elaboration of sectoral data, the further specification of standard
classification systems, the expansion of data collection activities and the

establishment of a computerized dats basge.

(i) Review of the System of National Accounts

1891. The System of National Accounts (SNA) provides the basis of work in
national econcomic accounting in most countries with market economies, as does
the System of Muterial Balances of the National Economy (MPS) in countries with
centrally planned economies. Since the ‘adoption of the SNA in 1968, much
experience has accumulated in its spplication, both in industrialized and in
developing countries. On the basis of this experience, a thoroughgoing review
will be undertaken of the system and the tools for its use. Problem areas will
be identified and remedied, either by adjustment of the system where that seems
needed or by the provision of additional explanatory materials in the form of

4/ Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 2 {E/5236).
5/ Ibid., Fifty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5603).
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manuals, guides, and reviews of country practices. Particular attention will be
devoted to meeting the needs of developing countries, both in terms of special
data requirements and in terms of clear and understandable reference materials.
Effort will also be devoted to further clarifying the relationships between

the SNA and the MPS in order to facilitate analysis where comparison of the

two systems is needed. '

(ii} Augmentation of the scope of the system

1892, Augmentation of the scope of the system will continue to include such fields
as flow of funds accounts, balance sheets and naticnal wealth accounts, input-
output tables, problems of deflation and the compilation of national accounts

in constant prices, and the development of links between the econcmic accounts
and other kinds of data, both economic and non-economic. The latter will
emphasize especially the relationships of economic to social and demographic
data. In some fields, e.g. balance sheets and tangible capital assets, the
work is sufficiently advanced so that the next steps will be the preparation

of guidelines and manuals. In other fields, especially those dealing with
links to other bodies of data, much more exploratory work is required. TIn these
areas reviews of country practices will make an important contributicn and
technieal studies based on these reviews will be undertaken.

(iii) Sector accounts for all sectors

1893. Within the framework of the existing accounts and balances, work will
continue on the elaboration of individual sectors. In particular, this will
include, for the household sector, the distribution of income, consumption and
accumulation. Tt is in this area that links with social and demographic data

are especially important; distributions are needed not only by income classes,
but also for various social and demographic groups ~- for example urban and

rural, by occupation, by sex and by age. Work is needed on concepts, definitions
and classifications. Studies of country practices will be undertaken and
guidelines will be prepared for both developing and developed countries. TFor

the govermment sector, further work is irn progress on the development of
classification systems and on links with other data. A detailed classification
of the purposes cf governmen: expenditures will be issued. In conjunction with
the Internaticnal Monetary Fund, manuals will be prepared on government finance
and public sector statistics that will emphasize the relationship between the data
needed for government cperations and data needed for econcmic policy and planning.
For the enterprise sector, work on financial statisties for enterprises is still
in an exploratory stage. Studies of country practices will be completed and a
technical report will be prepared. On the basis of these results, it should be
possible to proceed to the preparation of guidelines and manuals.

(iv) Development of classifications

189). The development of classification systems lies behind all areas of
statistical analysis; they are fundamental to progress in the actual implementation
of any crderly data collecticn programme. In addition to the classifications for
specific purposes mentioned above, work will continue on the more general
classification systems. In addition to the work on the revised Standard
International Trade Classification (SITC Rev.2) already menticned under
subprogramme 1, the International Classification of All Goods and Services will
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be completed and exploratory work on the harmonization of statistical
classifications in the economic sphere will be continued. :

(v) The collection of national accounts data

1895. The collection of data on national accounts will be expanded, both. in
terms of coverage, quality and timeliness of the types of data now collected,
and in terms of new kinds of data. Reliability studies will be undertaken,
including surveys of sources and methods, with a view to improving the quality
of the data that is colleected. As it becomes posgsible, the improved and
expanded data will be reflected in the Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics,
the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, the StatiStical_Iearbook, and the Year .
Book of Labour Statistics (IL0). ' o :

(e} Expected impact

1896. The extension of the system of national accounts into new areas and its
elaboration in terms of concepts, definitions and classificatioﬁs, together
with the specification of its relationship to other areas of statistics will
contribute to a better understanding and menitoring of important economic and

 social problems. Better means for the measurement of the:distribution of

income and consumption and expanded data in this area will help government
policy planners in ‘dealing with the inequality problems associated with the
process of economic development, Better financial information resulting from
expanded work on flow of funds accounts, balance sheets and the firnaneial
accounts of enterprises will contribute to the analysis of the yrocess of
saving and capital formation. Increased attention to the preparation of.
methodological and explanatory materials will assist countries in implementing
the national accounts and related systems, and help them improve the quality
and timeliness of their data. While the main effort on international systems
development is directed towards meeting-country_needs? international users will
also be greatly served by expansion of the dats collection. S

SUBPROGRAMME 3: PRICE STATISTICS AND RELATED AREAS
(a) Objective

1897. This subprogramme*s objective is to develop further the methodoiogy and
collection of statistics on prices and related areas. i '

(b). Problems addressed

1898. The world-wide problem of inflation coupled with lagging output has
focused new attention on the problems of price and output behaviour and the
relation between them. The data now available are inadequate for the snalysis
of the process of inflation as it is transmitted through the econony, for the
construction of reliable estimates of national accounts in constant prices and
other gquantity indexes that can be used for the analysis of productivity, for
monitoring the considerable and frequent changes in. import and export prices

of natural resources and industrial primary commodities relative to those of
manufactured goods. The data for making international comparisons in such areas
as purchasing power and production costs are inadequate. Although price “
statistics were among the earliest kinds of economic data collected, their present
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form is often quite disorganized; systematization of the collection of price
statistics is a necessary ingredient in the effective analysis of the
inflationary process.

(¢} Legislative authority

1829, The principal authority is to be found in General Agsembly resolution
3362 (S-VII) and Statistical Commission report on its seventeenth session, &/
paras. 89, 195 (e).

(d) SBtrategy and output

1900. The strategy elements involved in pursuing this objective include both
further development of methodology and expansion of data collection.

(i) Methodology

1901. The methodology of price collection, index compilation and deflation will
be improved through studies of national practices in compiling price and
quantity statistics and in preparing national accounts in constant prices,
through the formulation of guidelines, the development of manuals, and
experimental direct data collection.

(ii) Collection of price data and indexes

1902. Collection from countries of producer and consumer price data, price and
quantity indexes, and national accounts data st constant prices is a part of the
permanent task of the Statistical Office and has been performed for many years.
During the medium-term plan period, the number and quality of price series and
indexes collected and published in the Statistical Yearbook and the Monthly
Bulletin of Statisties will be increased.

1903. Collection and compilation of price and quantity data and indexes on exports
and imports will be improved by expanding the coverage to more countries,
increasing the detail, and improving the timeliness of publication of data,
especially for developing countries.’

(iii) International comparison project

190k, Work on the international comparison project will be continued, This
project involves detailed collection, under international direction, of prices
in all areas of final use, and their transformation into indexes of purchasing
power. The work of the project makes possible comparisons among countries with
a degree of validity not otherwise obtainable. During the medium-term plan
period the project will enter a new vhase, directed towards simplifying the
methodclogy so that the number of countries covered can be greatly expanded.

(iv) . Cost-of-living surveys

1905. Data on cost of living in various countries has been gathered for many
years for international eivil service use. In the future, an effort will be
made to take advantage of the experience gained in the international comparison

6/ Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No, 2 (BE/5236),




- oo

project to improve the quality of these cost-of-living measurements. At the
same time, the cost-of-living data collection will be used to supplement the
date compiled by the International Comparison Project.

(e) Expected igpact

1906, The methodological work contemplated in the medium-term plan should make

it more feasible to relate price fluctuations to changes in patterns of output

and expenditure. The work done in the international comparison project will
advance understanding of relative price structures and their impact upon output,
levels of consumption and internal and. external trade. The expanded international
data collection and publlcatlon will make available new information for monitoring
and analysing changes in prices, their interrelationships, their impact upon the
distribution of income and the level of output and the differing impact of the
inflationary process upon dlfferent countr1ES and different groups or regions
within countries.

SUBPROGRAMME 'k : SOCIAL“AND DEMDGBAPHIC STATISTICS

(a) Objective
1907. This subprogramme's objective is to develop further, systematize, and
disseminate statistics in the social, demographic and env1ronmental areas with

special emphasis on the needs of developing countries.

{p) Problems addressed

¥

1908. In recognition of the growing concern with issues related to the quality
of life and social eguity, new initiatives are needed to improve social,

' demographic and environmental statistics. -Statistics in these fields have
tended to develop in a more piecemeal manner than economie statistics, where
the national accounts have exerted an integrating influence for some time.
Efforts by national statistical agencies to improve these statlstlcs are often
handicapped by a lack of authoritative and relevant information about the
experience of other countries making similar efforts. National statistical
services frequently produce data whose timeliness, aceuracy and detail fail to
meet the basic needs of the relevant policy-makers and programme administrators.
The situation is particularly critical in developing regions where the
statistical services tend to be the weakest and the problems posed by
development and social and demographiec change are usually the most acute. Little
work has been done in the complex and wide-ranging field of environmental
statistics. For example, there is an absence of international guidelines and

a lack of information of what statistics countries need, collect or plan to
collect.

{(c) Legislative authority

1909, The principal authority for the above activities is to be found in Economic
and Sccial Council resolutions 1307 (XLIV) and 1564 (L) requesting the “Secretary-
Geaeral to undertake a world programme for the improvement of wvital statigtics;
Economic and Social Council resoltuion 1566 (L) requesting, inter alia, the
Secretary-General to undertake ... concerted action to assist developlng countries
in strengthening their statistical systems as the basis for their development plans
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and in the evaluation of their ... social progress"”; Economie and Social Council
resolution 1947 (LVIII) requesting 'the Secretary-General to proceed with the
development of the 1980 World Population and Housing Census Programme, to be
carried out during the period 1975-1984"; Statistical Commission report of its
eighteenth session, T/ paras. 68-85 and 86-92.

(d) Strategy and output

" 1910, The improvemeﬁt and better integration of social and demographic statistices
and the development of envirommental statisties is a long-term process reguiring
the continuing attention of both the users and producers of these statisties,
depending primarily on national efforts. Nevertheless, work at the international
level and its outputs contribute significantly to this process in several ways.

1911. One means of counteracting the piecemeal nature of many aspects of

social statistics is to develop standard concepts and classifications for
statistical use. TIn this way, national and international statistics coveriung
the various fields of social concern (for example, education, employment,
health, housing, population) can be compiled and examined in a comprehensive
manner. International recommendations and guidelines for social and demographic
statistics, by providing specific examples of properly integrated statistical
concepts, classifications and methods, stimulate the producers and users of
statistics in individual countries to re-examine the procedures they use with a
view to improving them. Since international recommendations are based on a
distillation of national practices and experience throughout the world, such
recommendations are properly seen as a vehicle for transferring knowledge

and technology between countries, with special benefit to those countries with
less developed statistical systems. A more concrete instance of transfer of
technclogy is the work carried out in connexion with the 1980 World Population
and Housing Census Programme and the revision of the Handbook of Household
Surveys.

1912. The strategy elements and outputs involved in reaching the objective are
the following.

(i) Integration and improvement of social statistics

1913. This includes the preparation, in co-cperation with the Centre for
Development Planning., Projections and Policies, the Centre for Housing, Building
and Planning, the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the
regional commissions and relevant specialized agencies, and the publication of
reports providing guidance on the improvement and further integration and use

of social and demographic statistics in developing and developed countries,
including distributional aspects, social indicators and related work on
classifications and concepts essential for assisting countries to develop
integrated statistical systems capable of satisfying national requirements for
assessing social conditions and trends. '

1914, Tt will also require the encouragement, in co-operation with the Centre
for Bocial Developmert and Humanitarian Affairs, the regional commissions and the
specialized agencies, of needed revisions of basic concepts used in the collection

T/ Ivid., Fifty-eighth Sessicn, Supplement No. 2 (E/5603),
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and compilation of statistics §0 as to free them from inappropriate sex-based
stereotypes by monitoring research carried out in member States, by organizing
a seminar involving users and producers of statistics dealing with this issue,
and by developing and disseminating appropriate guidelines.

(ii) Demographic statistics methods

1915. This will require the formulation and presentation of guidelines for
national efforts of collection of demographic statistics through the preparation
and publication of a revised version of the Handbook of Population Census Methods;
final revision end publication of recommendations for the 1980 World Population
and Housing Census Programme as approved by the Statistical Commission at its
twentieth session; organization, with the agsistance of the United Wations

Fund for Population Activities, of a series of training workshops in population
and housing census methods to be carried out in close collaboration with the
Population Division, the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning, the regional
commissions and the regional statistical training institutes;. and the organization .
of an interregional workshop on methods for improving the collection of vital

statistics through eivil registration systems.

(iii) - Collection, compilation and dissemination of demographic statistics

1916. This includes the collection, compilation and- dissemination of demographic
statistics through the Demographic Yearbook and the Population and Vital
Statistics Report, Series A (quarterly), the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and
the Statistical Yearbook, as well as the development of the capacity to respond
more effectively to ad hoe or highly. specialized requests. ‘

’

(iv) Methodology and compilation on social and housing statistics

1917. This includes the preparation of methodological publications and statistical
compendia on social, housing and related statistics: compiling and publishing
the Compendium of Housing Statistics (1978 and 1981) and thereafter at three-year
intervals with increased attention being given to presenting statistics on
related environmental conditions; revising and bringing up to date in
collaboration with the specialized agencies and the regional commissions the
Handbook of Household Surveys (1980); initiating work during the second half of
the medium-term period on the fourth issue of the Compendium of Social Statistics
planned for publication in 1982, :

(v) Envirommental statisties

1918. This ineludes the formulation of guidelines on the concepts, contents and
- methodologies of environmental statistics and compilation of enwironmental
statistics in close co-operation with and assistance of UNEP and with the
participation of the regional commissions and interested specialized agencies.

1919. Other work in the area of social and demographic statistics will include:
the carrying out of related studies including the development of local area
census statistics (census tract programme) ; the undertaking of -studies of
national practices in social statistics; the development and dissemination of
~curricula material in social statisties for training middle-level government
personnel ; the undertaking of demonstration field projects and the dissemination
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of material aimed at assisting developing countries to improve their social
statistics on children and youth (with the assistance of UNICEF).

(e} Expected impact

1920. If the national statistical authorities are provided with up~to-date
information on new methodologies pertinent to census and survey operations,
ineluding computer technology and improved methods of guestionnaire design,

countries, particularly developing countries, will benefit from new technological
developments and avoid costly mistakes.

1921. The medium-term outputs involving training activities (the crganization of
training workshops for population and housing census methods and the development
of curricule material in social statistics) are designed to contribute to the
building of a cadre of appropriately trained statistical personnel in developing
countries and thereby lessen the dependence of these countries on international
technical assistance. :

1922. Those outputs related to the compilation and dissemination of demographic,
social and housing statistics are designed to meet the evolving needs of Governments,
international agencies, research workers and academic institutions throughout the

world, and the United Nations Secretariat for authoritative, timely, and carefully
compiled national statistics in these fields.

1923, A wide range of environmental statistics will provide an important teol to
countries and the international community to monitor, assess and interpret the
environmental conditions and to deal with the related problems,

SUBPRCGRAMME 5: IMPRQVED DISSEMINATION OF STATISTICS

{a) Objective
192k, The objective of this subprogramme is to imorove the variety, timeliness
and quality of the statistical output of the United Nationms, including general

statistical compendia and special tabulations.

(b) Problems addressed

1925. Major efforts are required to provide more comprehensive, reliable and timely
information to policy-makers and planners by reducing the delay in the publication
of statistics by improving their comprehensiveness and reliability and by responding

quickly and effectively to requests for unanticipated tabulations and analytical
cross-classifications.

1926. At the present time, when special requests for information are received they
can only be met with difficulty and with the application of large amounts of
resources. In part this problem stems from the fact that the data files and
computer programmes of the Statistical Office were structured to produce specific
publications and do not permit fast and efficient retrieval of data to meet special
requests. In addition, some statistical office publications are still produced
manually or are only partly computerized, again making the extraction of data to
meet specific requests a lengthy and arduous task. The present computer
arrangements also hinder a full exchange of machine-readable data between the
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Statistical Office of the United Nations and other statistical agencies. Efforts
are required to improve interchange and joint use of machine-readable data and to
ensure that duplicetion is avoided.

(c) Legislative authority

1927. The principal authority for these activities is to be found in the reports
of the seventeenth session (para. 42) 8/ and eighteenth session (paras. 28-32,

105-108) 9/ of the Statistical Commission vhich, inter alla, call on the Statistical
Office to:

(a) Expand the coverage of statlstlcal data particularly with respect to
" developing countries; :

(b) Improve the timeliness of the data;

(c) Broaden the dissemination of the. statistical publications of the United
Nations, especially in developing regions;

{d) Proceed as quickly as possible with the plan to redesign data files and
computer programmes into an integrated and flexible system which would facilitate

the gquick and easy retrieval of data in various unanticipated forms.

(a) Strategsy and output

1928. The strategy elements involved in reaching this objective are:

(a) The design and implementation of an integrated and flexible computer
gystem taking advantage of modern technology and the establishment and use of a
computer-based set of integrated coding systems for international statistical data
processing and the inclusion of the Monthly Bulletin of Statisties and the
Statlstlcal Yearbock data in the general computer system;

(b) The enhancement of the efficiency of publication of the recurrent
statistical outputs including the Monthly Bulletin of Statisties, the Statistical
Yearbook and the Statistical Pocketbook as well as the substantial improvement of
the capability to respond to special requests;

(c). The constant review of the Statistical Office publications and the
assessment of the quality and the reliability of the data therein with a view to
improving their usefulness;

' (d) Better co-ordination of the contents of the Statistical Office _
publications with those of the regional commissions and the specialized agencies,

(e) Expected impact

1929. lMore effective and efficient servicing of user needs'through both the

8/ Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No, 2 (E/5236).
9/ Ibid., Fifty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5603).
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regular publications and special tabulations will be achieved through the above
actions. In particular statistical dats will be made available more quickly, the
data will be more comprehensive and reliable, special reguests will be satisfied
more efficiently, interchange and Joint use of data will be improved and
duplication avoided. Fuller use will be made of available statistical material.

SUBPROGRAMME 6: .CO—ORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL PROCRAMMES

(a) Objective
1930. The objective is to promote co-ordination of the international statistical
syster and to provide statistical services to other units within the Secretariat and _
to other United Nations bodies. The Statistical Office serves as a focal point for

the international statistical systenm, .

{b) Problem addressed

1931. Because of the decentralized nature of the international statistical system
and the limited amount of resources available for statistical activities, special
efforts must be made to promote a co—ordinated and integrated statistical programme
for the United Nations system. There is still also a need to extend and broaden
co-ordination and integration of programmes to include intergovernmental and.
hon-governmental organizations which carry out important activities in statistics.
Despite the substantial efforts made in the past there is still inadequate
comparability in concepts, definitions and classifications., For example: +the links
of the System of National Accounts with the System of Material Balances of the
National Economy and the methods for international comparison bétween national

. Product, expenditure and other statistics are insufficiently developed. Greater
efforts are needed to improve co-ordination of technical advice and assistance to
developing countries.

(e¢) Legislative authority

1932. The principal authority for these activities is to be found in Economic and
Social Council resolutions 8 (I) as amended by 8 (II), 1306 (XLIV) and 1566 (L)
which, inter alia, call for the Statistical Commission and the Statistical Office:
to assist the Council in the co-ordination of the statistical work of specialized
agencies; to take steps to promote arrangements to ensure the development of an
integrated system in the collection, data processing and dissemination of
international statistics by the organs and agencies of the United Nations systems.

() Strategy and output

1933. The strategy elements involved in reaching this objective include:

(a) Technical and substantive servicing of the Statistical Commission, the
Working Group on International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination, and the
ACC Bub-Committee on Statistical Activities;

(b) Maintenance of close liaison with the statistical services of the
regional commissions, specialized agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and national statistical services;




(c) Regular publication of an interagency International Statistical Reperter
which will be undertaken in order to provide =z source of information on important
developments in international statistical activities;

(d) Maintenance, bringing up to date and expansion of the Directory of
International Statistics;

(e) Preparation and improvement of reports of integrated five~year plans of
(i) the regular and (ii) technicel assistance activities of the international
statistical system; ‘

(£). Continuation of studies to eﬁhaﬁce the comparability,‘consistency and
usefulness of international statistics; '

" (g) Continued provision of statistical services to the ‘General Assembly
organs and other bodies on request, including the provision of data on national
ineome, exchange rates, population etc. to the Committee on Contributions and the _
provision of substantive services and statistical expertise to various units of -
the Secretariat or other United Nations bodies. '

(e) Expected impact

1934, Greater efficiency and co-ordination of international statistical activities
and improved integration and consistency of statistical programnes and their
outputs will result. This will also be ecnducive to improvements in the activities
of national statistical offices. ' : : '

SUBPROGRAMME T : ‘IMPROVEMENT CF STATISTICAL CAPABILITY OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIFS
' (a) Dbjecfive

1935. The objective of this subprogremme is to assist developing countries,
through advisory and techniecal co~operation activities: '

(a) To further develop their statistical capgbility and the statistics they
need for monitoring and directing their economic and soeial development .

(b) To apply effectively aporovriate data processing technology for
statistical and related purposes. ' ' ,

(v) Problem asddressed

1936. TIn many developing countries, the capabilities of the statistical system are
still limited and do not provide the adequate information needed by planmers,
policy-makers and administrators, both at the national and international levels,

To illustrate, in Africa it is estimated that somewhat less than 10 per cent of the
total population of the region reside in countries with a relatively complete birth
registration system; in South America the comparable figure is 20 per cent.
Moreover the statistics that become availeble are often tardy. Nearly 30 per cent
of countries in Africa and Asia have not vet reported Gross Domestic Product
estimates for 1971. Aside from weakness in the capability for collection of
statistics, the lack of timeliness reflects inadequate data processing or printing
facilities. Thus the usefulness of the statistics which are disseminated for
policy and planning is much reduced.
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‘(e¢) legislative authority

1937. The principal authority for these activities is to be found in: (a) Economic
and Soeial Council resolution 1566 (L), paragraph 6, which requested the Secretary-
. General to undertake concerted action to assist the developing countries in
strengthening their statistical systems as the basis for their development plans

and the evaluation of their economic and social progress, and paragraph T;

(b) Economic and Social Counecil resolution 1947 (LVIII); () African Census
Programme (E/CN.14/k96); (d) General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII);

(e) Statisticel Commission report of eighteenth session, 10/ paragraph 55.

(d) Strategy and output

1938, The strategy for supporting technlcal co-cperation activities, which is
carried out in co-operation with the Office of Technical Co-operation of the
Department of Economic and Soecial Affairs, the regional commissions and 1nterested
specialized agencies, draws on the total expert know-how available in the
Statistical Office covering all statistical subject-matter areas for which the
United Nations has responsibility. Strategy elements are the following:

(a) Assisting developing countries to create and/or develop and organize
their statistical services so as to provide the capability necessary to obtain data
required by planners, administrators and other users;

(b) Transferring available statistical knowledge and techniques to
statisticians in developing countries through training institutions sponsored by
the United Nations, seminars, workshops and technical meetings, and in securing
fellowships for counterpart staff to experts engaged on specific country projects;

{(c) Based on methodological studies and classifications developed by the
Statistical Office, preparing manuals adapted to meet local conditions and designed
to assist countries in developing statistical subject-matter areas like national
accounts, income distribution, energy, trade, industry, social and demographic
statisties, vital registration systems, conduct of population censuses and
sampling;

(d) Providing expert support as indicated under other medium—term objectives
of this Office tc assist developlng countries develop continuing survey
capabilities;

(e) Assisting developing countries to develop capabilities for effective
utilization of electronic data processing technology, including the utilization of
simple computer packaged techniques to process statistical data.

(e) Expected impact

1939. ' The strategy envisaged and corresponding outputs should have the following
impact:

(a) Creation of stronger statistical services in developing countries and a
core of efficient statistieians;

10/ Ibid., Fifty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 2 {E/5603).
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(b) Extension of the range of available statistics required for developmental
and other purposes and their timely dissemination;

~(e) The availability of a strong and experienced field survey capability for
securing the required deta in an organized and systematic manner;

(4) The availability of meaningful series of statistical indicators of various

Tacets of the economy and society, such indicators being useful pointers to the
‘economy 's behaviour and social development ;

(e) The Statistical Office of the:United Nations will provide an increasingly
reliable and varied amount of data on the economy and society of developing
countries for use by countries and the international community. The provision of
such data would lead to a greater awareness of the needs and circumstances of
developing countries.

SUBPROGRAMME 8: TINFORMATION SYSTEMS

1940. This Subprogremme is being administered on an interdivisional basis within
the Department of Fconomic and Social Affairs with the Statistical Office acting

as the foeal point. A description of the subprogramme will be found in the general
medium-term strategy statement for the Department, at paragravhs 28 to 63 of

part one of this document. ‘



