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1. This progress veport covers the statistical activities of the regional econcmic
commissions and of the Inter-Ameriecan Statistical Institute since the seventeenth
session of the Statistical Commission, in November 1972. A progress report on the
work of the Statistical Office of the United Naticns is also before the Commission
(E/CN.%/463), as is one on the statistical work of the specialized agencies

(B/cn.3/467).

I. ECONCMIC COMMISSION T'CR BEUROPE (ECE)

A, Conference of Buropean Statisticians

24 The Conference held its twenty-first plenary session in June 1973 (ECE/CES/2)
and the twenty-second plenary session is scheduled for June 1974. The main
develcpments in the Conference's work during the programme years 1972/73 and
1973/T4 are described below.

1., Econcmic statistics

3. The Conference continued to co-operate In the work of the Statistical
Coanmiseion on the extension and further development of the systems of national
accounte and balances, leetings were held on statistics of prices and quantities
and on balance-sheets and reconciliation sccounts. Work continued on an inter-
national comparison of relative income differences within the population, which
is being carried ocut jointly by eight countries. The Conference also started work
on g study of the most effective means of using the national accounts and balances
for the co—-ordination of economic statistics.

b, The Conference is participating in the work on the development of an Interna-
tional Standard Classification of All Gocds and Services (ICGS). A second meeting
on the subject is planned Tor 197L/75. Relevant parts of the classiflcation will
alsc be studied in other meetings convened by the Conference, in which experts

in the Tields concerned participate.

5. Work continued on the preparation of a conversion key between the Standard
International Trade Classification (SITC) and the Standard Foreign Trade
Classification (SI'TC) of the Couneil for Mutual Economic Assistence (CimA)., It is
planned to circulate a revised version of the draft key during the second half of

197k,

6. The Conference has continued to co-operate with FAO and the ECE Committee on
Agricultural Problems in the field of agricultural statistics. Meetings were held
to discuss an integrated programme of agricultural statistics and a revised version
of the handbook for econamic accounts for agriculture,

T. The Conference is working jointly with UNESCO and the Senior Advisers to
FCE Covernments on Science and Technology on the improvement and development of
gtatistics of sclence and technology. A second meeting was held in December 1972
and preparatory work for a third meeting is in progress.
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8. A trilingual list of standard terms used in preoductivity statistics was
published in 1973.

2. Socisl znd demographic statistics

a. The Conference continued to participate in the development of a System of
Socizl and Demographic Statistics (SS8DS). The working party on the subject met
in June 1974 to discuss draft international guidelines for social indicators.
Work 1s also in progress on the preparation of a paper on the common definitions
and classifications of the system and on other selected aspects of the systems
for consideration at the session of the working party in 19Th/T5.

10, In 1972/73 a consultation on health statistics was held jointly with WHO, at

which questions relating tc the health subsystem of 58DS were discussed. In 1975/Th

meetings were held on (a) migration statistics, to discuss revised standards for

statistics of international migration and draft guidelines for statistics of

internal migration; and {b) fertility surveys, to discuss the scope and contents

of the surveys to be carried out by ECE countries as part of the World Tertility

Survey. Freparations have also been completed for a meeting on cultural statistics !
to be held jointly with UNESCO in September 197Th. !

3, Statistics Tor environmental studies and volicies

1. A seminar on envirommental statistics was held in Warsaw in October 1975
jointly with the Senior Advisers to ECE Govermments on Envirormental Problems. The
main topics discussed were a system of environmental statistics and related
questions, statistics needed for the study of environmental phencmena in selected
fieids and statistics relevant to envirommental studies and policies that can be
obtained Trom enterprises., The seminsr proposed that priocrity be given during
the next stage of the work to the specific types of data required and to the
concepts, definitions and classifications needed, notably for studying activities
causing pollution and disturbances., The Conference will consider the programme
of work propesed at the seminar at its June 1974 session and will select the
specific topics to be studied during the next stage of the work.

I, Oreanizational ard operational subjects

12. The Working Party on Electronic Date Processing met under the 1972/73 and
1975/Th programmes. The main subjects discussed were the integrated statistical
information system, structure and organizaticn of data base systems, generalized
computer programmes in use for statistical data processing, programme portabllity,
date entry systems and automatic detection and adjustment of errors in statistical
data.

5. Co-ordination of statistical activities

13, The Conference convened a consultation with international organizations cn
co~ordination of work on social indicators in conjunction with its twentieth

/
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plenary session (1972) and a consultation on co—ordination of work on classifications
of gocds and services in conjunction with its twenty—first plenary session (1973).
The Conference continues to review the statistical work of ECE at its annual plenary
sesslons.

B. Statistical work of the principal subsidiary bodies of ECE

14. The Group of Experts on Transport Statistics of the Inland Transport Committee
of ECE met in September 1973. The main subjects discussed were indices of prices
and quantities in transport, sample surveys of goods and passenger transport,
container transport statistics, road traffic censuses and methods of regularly
obtaining comprehensive statistics of goods transport by road.

15. The joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest and Forest Products Statistics of
the Timber Committee of ECE and the Turopean Forestry Commission of FAQO met in

May 1975. The Working Party considered, inter alis, the quantification and
evaluation of environmental benefits cof the forest, classification and definitions
of forest products, conversion factors, removal statistics, forest inventory
statistics, labour statistics, cost and price statisties, statistics of consumption,
end uses and deliveries, economic indicaetors and the methodology of wood balances.

16. The Group cof Experts on Coal Statistics of the Coal Committee of ECE met in
June 1973, The main subjects discussed were capital formation and cost of
production in the European coal industries, internationally comparable measurements
of productivity, statistical methods of measuring the influence of temperature cn
coal consumption, preductivity forecasts and statistical metheds of recording and
analysing working time at mechanized ccal feces.

17. The Group of Experts on Gas Statistics of the Committee on Gas of ECE met in
Septenber 1973. The main subjects discussed were questions arising from the
gradual transition to the intermaticnal system of units, collecticn of statisticsl
information on underground gas storage fgcilities and statisties of natural gas
reserves. :

18, All other statistical meetings under the programmes of the principal
subsidiary bodies of ECE were convened jointly with the Conference of European
Statisticians and have already been mentioned under A above.

II., ECONOMIC COMMISSICON FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST (ECAFE)

A, BStatistical collection. compilation and analysis

19, In 1972 the Statistics Division began a project for the collection of census
data or demographic surveys of countries of the ECAFE region. Those countries

which took part in the 1970 World Programme of Populaticn Censuses were asked to
provide a copy of a one-in-a~hundred sample file of households, on magnetic tape,
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Tor research purpogses. The tape library thus being built up so far comprises six
data sets covering Tive countries of the region. IExtension of this to cover the
other countries is envisaged over the next few years. Same of the cost of the
work (for the editing of the country tapes, establishment of benchmark values, and
documentation of the reccrds with a copy of the questionnaire and a listing of the
main codes used) is being supported by the United States Bureau of the Census.

20, During the period under review, the fourth and fifth issues of the Statistical
Yearbook for Asis and the Far Fast were published. The fourth issue (1971) included,
for the first time, the available data relating to the British Solomon Islands,
Nauru and Tonga, and the fifth issue the available data relating to Bhutan and the
Cook Islands. The sixth issuve (1973) is in press.

21l. The Quarterly Bulletin of Statisbics for Asia and the Far East, which was
established as a publication after separation from the Quarterly Feconomic Bulletin
for Asia and the Far East, continued to be published during 1972 and subsequently .
In addition to the statistical tables, the issues of the Bulletin contain leading
articles such as on the role of censuses, surveys and administrative records in
social statistics (December 1971); planning, preparing and organizing an industrial
census (March 1972); statistics for sectoral planning (June 1972); the state of
statistics in the countries of the ECAFE region (September 1972); review of the
national accounts and input-cutput tables .of the Republic of Korea (December 1972
and Merch 1973).

22. The new guarterly publication Statistical Indicators in ECAFE Countries, which
was started in 1971, continued to be issued., The coverage and content of the
publication have been enlarged,

2%, Foreign Trade Statistics for Asia and the Far East issues for 1967, 1968 and
1969 were published. Steps have been taken to issue the publication in various
sections, as data from countries are reported.

o, A supplement to the Statisticesl Yearbook for Asis and the Far FKast, containing
& description of the serles shown in the Yearbook. is being prepared for publication
during 1974%.

B, Statistical methods and standards

25, The ninth and tenth Report on Sample Surveyvs in the ECAFE Region have been
issued. The tenth report, covering the year 1972, includes particulars relating

to 58 sample surveys conducted in 20 reporting countries as well as a list of 113
repetitive surveys in respect of which the details remain the same. The Guidelines
for Statistics on Children and Youth (Provisional), approved by the Conference of
Asian Stetisticlans at its tenth session (1970) was published. Evaluative
methodclogical studies on national accounts and input-output tables were undertaken
for selected countries of the region; these are being published in the Guarterly
Bulletin of Statistics. A pilct study on commodity balances wag undertaken for
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Singapore and the results of this study are being extended to selected countries
of the region. This extended study will be undertaken as a Joint project of ECAFE,
FAQ, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Institute for Developing Eeonomies
(IDE}, Tokyo. ADB has provided US$50,000 for this study. %

s = [N
C. Statistics development Py ///2

e

26. During the pericd under review, the eleventh and twelfth sessjons of the
Conference of Asian Statisticians were held, the former at Manils/ Philippines,

in July 1972 and the latter at New Delhi, India in December 1973. The Ccnference

at its eleventh session reviewed the statistics development activities and
programues of the countries of the region, considered the reports of the sixth
Working Group of Experts on Naticnal Accounts, the Working Group on 1973 Basic
Industrial Inguiries and the Working Group on Soclal Statistics and broadly

endorsed their recommendaticns. It alse approved a programme of basic industrial
inquiries for Asia and the Far Bast and a list of indicators of soclal development.
The Conference also reviewed the multi-subject sample survey systems and recommended
a thorough study of their advantages and disadvantages vis-4~vis uni-subject
surveys. The Conference discussed surveys on famlly planning and supported the
proposal For a World Fertility Survey. It alsoc recommended that countries establish
national co-crdinating units for statistics on adult education. Among the other
recomiendationg of the Conference were a seminar on information systems, exchange

of information on seasocnal adjustment procedures and extension of studies on
commodity balances. :

27. The Conference at its twelfth session reviewed the statistics development
activities and programmes in the countries of the region, considered the reports
of the Joint Meeting of Planners and Statisticians and the Working Group on
Statistics of the Distribution of Income, Consumptiocn and Aecumulation and agreed
that it was necessary to develop and strengthen basic statisties. That could be
done in a systematic way, using national accounts and other systems as a general
Tramework. Recognizing that statistical systems should be designed to meet the
needs of developient planning in all its phases, including progress reporting,
review and evaluation of plans, the Conference recommended that those requirements
be given particular attention in the revisicn of the manual "Basic Statistics for
Planning and Development in the countries of the ECAFE region”. The Conference
reviewed the data bases for statistical systems and felt that the design of data
bases raised many questions which might be dealt with through a regional meeting,
supported by outside expertise. The Conference reviewed the develorments in the
field of multisubject surveys and the experience of countries in the ECATE region
and identified the conditions favourable to the adeption of multisubject survey
systems snd those favourable to uni-subject surveys. It also drew attention to
the pitfalls smuetimes encountered in planning and conducting multisubject surveys
without the necessary background and experience.

28, The Conference considered the indicators of social develor .ent and recommended
that the list of indicators should be regarded as an interim list, designed to meet

the immediate needs of the region for early indications on critical issues, and

/
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that it should be reviewed after a few yesars. It also considered the measurement

of employment, unemployment and underemployment, the problems of implementing the
international recommendations on civil registration, trends in eduecation projections,
and mortality statistics,

29. The Conference reviewed the statistical activities and programmes of the
FCAFE secretariat and noted with great concern the lack of United Naticns
Development Programme (UNDP)} support for the regional programme of statistical
meetings. It rescheduled the secretariat's programme of meetings, providing for
only three meetings for 1974 and leaving the option open for subsequent years.

The Conference approved the continuation of the work on commodity balances and
noted the plan of the ECATE secretariat, the Asian Development Bank, the Institute
of Developing Economies (Tokyo) and FAC Jointly to begin trial compilation of
selected commedities in 1974 (see para. 25).

30. The Conference considered that the proposed terms of reference of its successor
body, which was the subject of an intensive review, should be strengthened to
provide, inter alias, that it or its successor bedy should be the adviser Lo ECATE

on statistical matters and should report directly to it, should have power to
approve the work programme of the ECAFE Statistics Division and should determine

the policy in relation to the operation of the Asian Statistical Institute (Tokyo).

31. A Joint beeting of Flanners and Statisticians was held in co-operation with
the Government of the USSR at Alma Ata, USSR, in August-September 1972. The
rlanning process and programming techniques, progress reporting and evaluation,
statistics needed for regional and sectoral planning, construction and uses of
national accounts and balances, sconcmic and social indicators and organization of
statistics for planning were discussed. The state of statistics in the ECAFE
region was reviewed and the need for clcse co-operation between planners and '
statisticians in the formulation and evaluation of development plans was stressed.

32. A Working Group on Statistics of the Distribution of Income, Consumpticn and
Accumulation met in July 1973. 1t discussed the objectives, purpose, character

and scope of the system of sgtatistics of the distribution of iIncome, consumpticn and
accunulation, and the concepts, definitions and classifications of the statistics
ant recommended tables. 1t examined a simplified adaptation of the system,

reviewved the methods of compiling the statistics of income distribution in the
countries of the ECAFE region, and discussed the sources, methods and problems

of gathering data and the methods of adjusting income distribution statistics.

D. Statistical training

33, The Asian Statistical institute (Tokyo), which commenced operations In
June 1970, has successfully completed three general courses and three advanced
courses. In addition, it ocrganized at Suva, Fiji, a four-week course in April-
May 1972 Tor the countries of the South Pacific region and a counbry course on
the revised System of National Accounts (SNA) at Seoul, the Republic of Korea

feu
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during May-June. 1972 and Teheran, lran in June-July 1975. The fourth general

course and advanced course are to conclude on 29 May 1974, A country course in
statistical methods is planned for Kabul, Afghanistan in June-July 1974. So far,
the Institute has given training to neariy 200 persons. A mid-project review
meetitig was held in Iebruary 1974 to consider extending the operation of the
Institute into its second thase (1975—79) when the first phase ends on 31 March 1975.

3L, With the assistance of two experts provided by the Goverrment of Trance on a
nen-reimbursable basis, the first round of training courses was crganized In
Vientiane, lLaos; Saigon, Republic of Viet-Nam; and Fhnom~Penh, Khmer Republic;

for the French-sreaking countries of the region. A second round of these tralning
programmes has commenced in Vientiane.

35, Efforts to organize a subregicnal centre for training in data processing at
New Delhi, India, had received a setback, due to funds not fortahcoming from UNDP.
However, the proposal has recently been reactivated, on the assurance that scme
agsistance will now be Forthcoming from UNDP,

B. Advisorv services

36, The regional advisory servieces, financed from UNDP funds, were drastically
eut to only one adviser (natiomal accounts) during 1973 and 1974, This adviser
undertock missions to the Cook Islands, Western Samoa, Thailand, Papua New Guinea
and Afghanisten and participated as a lecturer in the country course on national
accounts held at Teheran, organized by the Asian Statistical Institute in
collaboration with the Central Bank of Iran, May-June 1973.

7. A regional adviser on data processing provided by the Federal Republic of
Germany on a funds—in-trust basls assisted Sri ILenks, Laos, the Republic of Viet-
Nam, the Philippines, Iran, Malaysia, Singapore, Pakistan, Indonesia and India

in their data processing problems. He participated as a lecturer in the general
course given at the Asian Statistical Imstitute in April 1973.

33, TFor details of the technical assistance activities of the United Nations
system, including ECAFE, see E/CN.3/LL6,

IIT. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR TATIN AMERICA (ECLA)

39. The statistical activities of ECLA are chiefly concentrated in the Statistical
Division, JTts programme has been concerned with the cocllection, analysis and
presentation of statigtics, for use by the ECLA secretariat and for general
information, in the econommic and social fields. In the context of the global
programme of the United Nationg Statistical Office, promotion of the development

of national statistics and the improvement of internaticnal comparability are
pursued. The programme covers participation in the regional technical assistance
programme, the organization of seminars and working groups and the maintenance of
close contact with regional activities of the specialized agencies and with the
Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI).

o
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0, The last issue of the semi-annual Statistical Bulletin for Latin Americs was
Vol., IX,devoted exclusively to retrospective time series extending approximately

over a 20-year period for the national accounts of the countries in the region.
Beginning with 1973, a Statistical Annual will replace the Bulletin. The change

in the frequency of publication was considered necessary because of the inevitable
delay in receiving statistical series from some countries and the time needed for
processing and editing. The scope of the publication has been enlarged considerably;
the inelusion of statistical data on balance of payments and transport is particular-
1y noteworthy in this respect.

41, The Division participated in the preparation of the statistical basis for the
document "Latin America and the Internaticnal Development Strategy: first regional
appraisal, Annex: Indicators utilized in the appraisal” (E/CN.12/947/4dd.2/Rev.l),
which includes indicators of national accounts, the external sector, the social

and demographic area and the industrial sector.

A, National accounts and related matters

L, A Working Group was organized on the System of Soeial and Demographic
Statistics, in Santiago, Chile, 11-15 December 1972 (report: ST/ECLA/Conf.t4/T.6),
For this meeting, the document "System of social-demographic statistics"
(ST/ECLA/Conf . bh/L.5) was prepared as an illustrative example. 'Fuentes de
Informacidén scbre los Principales Campos de las Tstadisticas Demogrdficas y Sociales
en América Latina' was a reference document.

4%, The work on co-ordination continued with a permanent group of Latin American
experts on social gccountin formed on occasion of the meeting of the Working
Group on Statistics of Wistributiom\Inceme) Consumption and Wealth, held in Chile,
November 1971 (ST/ECIA/Conf.L2/L.6), which is now composed of 30 members. The
document "Socurces of statistics on the distribution of income in Latin America'
(ST/ECLA/Conf  4k2/L.4) is being maintained with current information.

LY, The series on product expressed in national currency and United States dollars
(Parity of exchange rate) are maintained at current prices for ECLA's use.

45, The regional adviser in national accounts prepared a document on the "Present
gtate of national accounts in latin America" for the Thirteenth General Conference
of the International Association for Research in Income and Wezlth, July 1973.

4. A document is being prepared, based on a selected collection of sources on

the public sector, with synoptic tables r firring to the following levels:
a) public sector; {(b) general government; /dentral government.

[ens
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B, Evaluation and analvsis of lLatin American datas
on income distribution

L7, A joint ECLA/IBRD research project began in July 1975, The first phase will
end in June 1974, and a second phase is already programmed extending from July 197k
to June 1975. The Tirst phase of the project was devoted to the analysis and
presentation of available data on income distribution and related socio—-econcmic
characteristics from househcld surveys.

48, The material existing at ECLA for about 120 surveys was reviewed and 31
surveys (for 13 countries) were selected. With the data from those surveys, a
data file on income distribution is being orgenized. A paper "A data file on
incame distribution based on household surveys in Latin American countries"
(ECLA/EST,/DRATT,/108) was presented at the Second Latin Americen Conference  on
Research in Inccme snd Wealth and the XXI Seminar of the ECIEL (Estudios Conjuntos
sobre Integracién Econdmica Latinomericana) Programme, both held in Rio de Janeiro,
January 19Tk.

49. Work is in progress on devising controls for the survey data included in the

Tile, by compariscn with population census results and naticnal sccounts estimates.
The preparation agnd editing of the tabulstions are currently under way.

C. External trade and balance of payments

50. Tor a meeting entitled HEstadistica de Relaciones Econdmicas Internacionales,
held in West Berlin from 10 to 20 September 1973, the following documents were
prepared: ''Relaclén de precios del intercambio de América Tatina" (B/CN.12/L.99);
"Memenclaturas Arancelarias y Clasificaciones Estadisticas del Comercio Extericr'
(8/CN.12/L,100); "E1 Sector Externo en las Experiencias de Insumo-Producto de
América Latina" (E/CN.12/L,101).

51. COther dccuments were also presented at the meeting, prepared by the
statistical departments of the Latin American Free Trade Asscecigtion (LAFTA), the
Secretaria Permanente del Tratado General de Integracidn Econdmica Centroamericana
(SIECA), the Andean Sub-Regional Group, the Statistical Cffice of the Eurcpean
Cermunities, the Customs Co-operation Council and the statistical offices and
agencies of economic research of the Federsl Republic of Germany.

52. Recently work has been concentrated on the rationalization of the registers
of statistical information for electronic daba processing, preparing for This
purpcse data on the balance of payments of 23 countries of the region fram 1860
through 1973. Efforts have been made to raticnalize programmes on external trade
for computation, especially the calculation of guentum and unit indexes of exports
and imports, terms of trade, scurces and destination and structure on trade under
different classifications in regional and interregional use. For this purpose,
contacts are maintained with the statistical office of TAFTA, STECA and the
countries of the region in order to obtain data on external trade cn magnetic
tapes. A duplicate of this information is sent to the Statistical Office of the
United Nations.
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D. Industrial and distributive trade statistics

53, The document "América Latina: Principales Indicadores Derivados de los Censos
v Encuestas Industriales" (B/CN.12/L.45/Add.2) was issued, Further informetion is
available Tor a new addendum, Industrial production indexes for all the countries
of the region were reclassified according to the International Standerd Industrial
(lassification (ISIC), Rev.2., Regional indexes by ISIC groups from 1960 onwards
were cbtained for the Caribbean Free Trade Association (CARIFTA), the Andesn Group,
LAFTA, the Central American Common Msrket and the region as a whole. Dats for
employment, wages and man-hours worked in industry by I5IC groups was tabulated
for all countries of the area. This information, as well as the industrial
production indexes will pe published presently.

E. Demograrvhic and social statistics

54, The Statistical Division collsborated in the organirzation of the flrst meeting
of & Group of Experts for the Improvement of the Sources of Demographic Statistics,
held in Buenos Aires, 25-29 March 197h. It prepared three documents for the
meeting: 'Situacién de las Estadisticas Vitales en Américs Latina"; "Estudio de

un Método para Evaluar la Integridad de las Estadisticas Vitales en Américe Latina";
and "Alguncs Indicadores Scciceconémicos de los Paises de América Latina”,

55, At the meeting, a Permanent Committee was formed. It is scheduled to meet in
Santiago in November 19Th.

F. Agreements with UNICELF

56, A new version of a publication on children and youth is to be publighed Jjolntly
with UNICEF at the end of 197k.

G. Other worlk

57. A comparison is being made between the tabulations proposed in the document
"Preparation and use of population and housing census tabulations", presented to
the Seminar of the same name held in Santiago in August 1972, and the tabulations
inciuded in the publications of the last censuses of each country of the region.

58, Technical assistance has been given to the countries in the region by regional
advisers in the Following fields: sampling for demographic statistics; computer
methods. vital statistics; population and housing census (for South America);
population and housing census (for Central America); national accounts (til1l the
end of 1973). For details of the United Nations system, including ECLA, see
E/CN.5/446.

5. In accordance with ECIA resolution 325 (xv) on CILADI (Latin American
Information Centre), as of August 1973, this unit depends administratively on the
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Statistical Division. It has been servicing ail divisions of ECLA, specific areas
of its activity being external trade; industrial statistics; economic projections;
and finance and adninistration.

60, Computer rental is now under oonsideration in order to allocw a more dynamic
systematizaticn of werk and a fuller utilization of the latest technological
advances.

Iv. ECONCMIC COMMISSICI FOR AFRICA (ECA)

61. During the period in question, the principal compcnents of ECA statistical
vrogramaes continued to be the development and co-ordination of national statistical
gervices and the development of a centralized statistical and economic information
service for the African region,

A, Develomment of maticnal stabistical gervices

$2, Included under this heading are statistical advigory services, training and
the application of standard methodoleogy through secretariat studies and technical
nmeetings.

1. Statistical advisory secrvices

6%. During the period under review, there were only twe regional advisers, cne
each in national accounts and economic surveys. The regional adviser in naticnal
accounts will have carried out 17 country missions by October 197k, Although this
ig a smaller number of country visits campared with the previous period, the work
invelved was in fact heavier as the missions were velated mainly to the preparation
of selected accounts and tables of the revised Systen of National Accounts (SNA)
based on existing country data. It was particularly encouraging that an increasing
number of African countries formerly adhering to the French (Courcier) system of
naticnal accounting have now started to implement the revised SNA., Regional
adviscry services in econcmic surveys have tsken the form of country visits to 15
countries and the preparation ag an annual exercise of ECATs Economic Data
Suimaries Tor 45 countries of the region. Visits were made to a further 2k
countrles in the region by ECA staff members, mainly to collect up-to-date econcmic
and statistical data.

2. BStatistical training

64, Training of professional statisticians in Africa remains a priority project
mainly on account of almost continucus loss of statistical personnel fram national
gtatistical offices to other government departments, industry, etc. The principal
United Nations assisted projects at the vrofessional level include the Institute
of Statistics and Applied Fconcmics, Hampala, Uganda; the Statistics Training
Institute, Yaoundé, Camercon; the Statistical Training Centre, Haile Selassie I
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University, Addis Ababa, Ithiopla; and the statistical training preject at the
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swazilang. Thetlatter two projects are UNESCO-
assisted, From sous formerly United Nations=assiste€?§?%§§cts, the financing has
now been taken over by nationgl and other bodies and United Ngtions assistance has
ceased, e.g., the National Institute of' Statistics and Applied Econcmics, Rabat,
lorocce, is now a national project; the Bast African Statistical Training Centre,
Dar—es-Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, has been taken over by the East African
Community, Although none of these projects is now financed through ECA budgetary
arrangements, the secretariat has maintained interest and has actively participated
in the promotion of some of the training programmes.

65, For details of the technical assistance activities of the United Hations
system, including ECA, see E/CN.3/L46,

3., Application of standerd statistical methodolozy

66. A ianual on Demopgraphic Sample Surveys (with the exception of chapber 11) was
presented at the eighth session of the Conference of African Statisticians,

November 1973, and a conplete versicn of the nanual is expected to be available in
1974, It is rather bulky, but summaries will be provided and the manual should

prove useful for demcgraphic and statistical tralning centres., Preparation of a
Manual on National Accounts for African Countries has been started; it is intended

as a supplement to the manual on national accounts for developing countries currently
in preparation by the United Nations Statistical Office.

67. Several technilcsl meelings were scheduled to be held during the period.
However, due to financial stringency, only twe training workshops took place,
namely, a Working Group on Iousehold Sector Statistics, Hovember 1972, and a

seminar on preparation for the 1973 World Programme of Industrlal Statistices,
November 1973. Two additional training workshops are scheduled for 1974 subject

to Tfinance heing available, namely, a seminar on external transacticns, which is
expected o be held in the Institute of Statistics and Applied Ecconomices, Kampala,
as a joint endeavour of the Institute and ECA, and a seminar on econcmic information
services, Some of the BCA meetings which could not be held as scheduled have bheen
implemented through the preparation of written documents.

68. A working group on methodology, organizaticn and content of household surveys
is due to meet in September 1974. The group has as its alm the preparation of
packground material for the formulation of a much larger action programme, namely,
acontinuing multipurpose household survey programme for Africa. In the formulation
and implementation of the progremme, the United Naticns Stetistical Office, the
Population Divigion, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United
Yations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) would play a leading role., As a
follow-up to the African Census Programme (see B/CN.3/4LT), the new programme
egtablishes a continuing household survey capability for the collection of
integrated demographic, soclal and related economic data. The work envisaged under
the programme will include technical assistance to individual countries in
establishing continuing household survey capabilities at the country level and a

/o
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background
regional supporting service. The group ils expected to provide/infTormation as a

basis for an appeal to progpective deonor agencles for participaiion in the project.

B. Develomment of a regional statistical and economic
infcrmation service

69. Components of the gecretariat's efforts te establish a centralized stetistical
service for the African region are: (a) the preparation of regular statistical
publications and the provisicn of data to meet special requests, as well as the
building of a regional data bank in economic, soeial and demographic statistics,
and (b) statistical studies on selected topies through the collection and analysis
of materials from all possible sources.

1. Collection and digsemination of information

70. The following regular statistical publications have Teen issued:

Statistical Newsletter (in both English and French, 3 times a year);

Statistical and Econcmie Information Bulietin (in BEnglish or French, with a
summary given in the other language. Three times a year, contains mainly
artieles and up-to-date eccnomic information);

Foreign Trade Statistics of Africa, Series A. Direction of Trade (bilingueal,
quarterly);

Foreign Trade Statistics of Africa, Series B, Trade by Commedity and by
Country (bilingusl, half-yearly);

Statistical Yearbook for Africa (bilingual. Since 1973, data presented on
a country basis. Separate volumes for subregions are now being issued);

African Economic Tndicators (annual);

Beonemic Deta Summaries (in English, for 45 individual countries annualily);

Biblicgraphy of African Statistical Publications (biennial);

African Directory of Statisticians (biennial).

2. SBtatistical studies

Ti. IECA's regional price comparison project is an extension of the International
Comparison Project (ICP)., Unlike the ICP, ECA's price data have been limited to
the capital cities of Africen countries and the means of collection has primarily
' been through postal questicmnaires, due to severe limitations in travel funds.
Twenty country replies to an ECA questionnaire on consumer prices for capital
cities Tor September 1973 had been received by the beginning of May 1974, Similar
requests for price data for the month of September 1974 are intended to be sent to
national statistical offices of the African region.
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72. Other statistical studies conducted during the period under review include

a study on analysis of sectoral deflators for African countries, studies on patterns
of private consumption expenditures in the African reglon, movements in capital
formation and the collection of statistics of distribution and services.

75. Analyses of sectoral deflators in naticnal accounting for selected African
countries were carried out with a view to developing procedures and workable
schemes Tor the development of sectoral deflators for those countries of the region
for which both price and quantity data were lacking. The study will facilitate

the preparation and introducticn of sectoral deflators for constant national
accounts estimates at the reglonal level.,

Tk. The secretariat has completed studies of structure of private consumption
expenditure for the north, west and east African subregions, based on material
from household budget surveys, national acccounts and other scurces. The project
is linked with ECA's regional price comparison project in that it would provide
the latter with scme of the weighting patterns for binary ccmpariscns.

75. A study on the structure and change in capital formation btetween 1960 and 1970
for African countries has been published. A similar study on the growth of capital
budgets between 1960 and 1970 for the public sector is expected to be completed
before end-197L,

76. 1In addition, a study on food balance-sheets Tor African countries has been
planned, in collaboration with FAO,

77. A major part of the work of the division consists of the preparation of ecarly
estimates of the gross damestic producth (CDP) for individual African countries
based on available material, including the inTormation collected during country
vigits and published in the Econcmic Data summaries. These GDP estimates are now
being recognized as a considerable contribution t0 the data sources available Tor
the regilon.

V. INTER-AMERICAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE (IASI)

4, Inter-—fmerican Statistical Conference

78. The sixth Inter-American Statistical Conference (VI TASI), convened by the
General Assembly of the Organization of American States (0AS), was held at

Santiago, Chile, 6-1b November 1972, to discuss the following topics: (a) appraisal
of the statistical activities carried out during the period 1967-1972, that is,
since the fifth Conference; (b) acceleration of national statistical preduction

to meet the demands of the 1970s; and (c) establishment of orientation and
priorities for inter-American stgtistical activities to be developed in the
immediate future, that is, until the seventh Conference.
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9. The Conference approved two important groups of reccmmendations., The first
group, addressed to the Govermments of the member states, established guidelines
for the determination, pricrity of and attention to the statistical demand, the
evaluation and improvement of the quality of statistics, and the strengthening of
the institutions responsible for the collection, processing, dissemination, and
analysls of statistics; those recommendations give particular emphasis to the
congolidation of the national statistical systems, training of statistical personnel
and appropriate utilization of international technical and financial co-operaticn,
The second group, addressed to the international organizations, requests them to
take into account the conclusions of the Conference in examining matters related
to the statistical field, support and encourage the efforts made by the Govermments
tc carry out the tasks entrusted to them and allocate the financial rescurces
necessary rfor implementing the recommendstions and related aspects. The

Conference also gave the organs of the inter-American system specific indications
as to the work that merits priority in the preparation and execution of the
programmes ol the statistical organs of the OAS,

80. Twenty-one of the 24 OAS~IASI member countries and 3 non-members participated
in the Conference; in addition, representatives of 18 international organizations
and 40 national institutions were in attendance. '

B. General Assembly of IAST members

81. Simultanecusly with the sixth IASC, the Sixth General Assembly of IASI members
was held in Santigao, Three technical meetings were conducted on the following
topics: the use of data in planning and evaluating sceial and econcmic
development programmes; data storage and retrieval and the handling of special
tabulations in computerized systems; and quality control in statistical operations.

C, Comnititee on Improvement of National Statistics (COINS)

82, COINS, composed of the chiefl statistical officers of the American nations,
held its eicventh session at Ottawa, Canada, 25 September-2 Octcber 19735. The
concepts, definitions, classificaticns and tabulaticns relating Lo the Tollowing
gections of the Inter-fmerican Program of Basic Statisties (PIEB) were approved:
agriculture (supply/utilization balances for food and sgricultural commodities;
and economic accounts), internal trade and services, transportation (road transport;
and water transport) and social security. Discussions on the Program of the 1970
Census of Americs (COIA—19?O) included consideraticon of the status of national
censuses of population, housing and agriculture as well as activities planned

in relation to economic censuses. There was also a preliminary exchange of
viewpoints on the Program of thz 1980 Census of America.

\‘SB. On the occasion of the COLNS session, two round tables were held, the first
‘on problems and experiences of the American countries in the censuses taken under
COTA—19TO and ths second on the electronic data vrocessing system in a national
statistical office.

fon
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84, With regard to statistical co-ordination, there were also conducted (a) informal
meetings, according to subregions, of members of COINS froan countries belonging te
the Latin American Free Trade Association (LAFTA), the Caribbean Free Trade
Asscciation (CARIFTA), the Andean Group), and the Permanent Secretariat of the
General Treaty for Central American Economic Tntegration (SIECA), for the exchange

of viewpolnts and information on needs for statistical data, prcblems faced in
meeting them and possible solutions; and (b) an iInformal meeting of observers from
international organizations te exchange information on natters of common interest

in relation to statistical work in progress and planned in the region. ‘

85, The twellth session of COINS is programned to be held at Lima, FPeru in 1975.

86, With resvect to sessions of subcommittees of COINS, preparations were made

to hold the first session of the Subcoumnittee on Statistics of Scilence and
Technology {(Washington, D.C., 14-21 May 197h4), for the purpose of examining draft
regional standards (concepts, definitiong, classifications and tabulations) for this
field for inclusion in PINB. The Department of Seientific Affairs of the Genersgl
Secretariat of OAS is collaborating in this activity.

D. Program of the 1970 Census of Americas |

87. Of 25 countries members of IASI, 21 tock their censuses of population and
housing since 1968, and 16 took censuses of agriculture. The activities related

to these included promotion, development of inter-American standards, review of
census plans, preparation or revision of census schedules, forms and instructions,
participation in the organization and taking of experimental censuses, technical
aseistance and persomnel training. These activities were carried out in
collaboration with international orpanizations, prineipally those of the United
Nations system (Statistical Cffice, Population Division, FAO, ECLA and the Latin
American Demographic Centre (CEIADE)), and in scome c¢ases with national organizations
such as the United States Agency for International Develorment.,

83. The eleventh session of COINS approved the regional standards Tor the econcmic
censuses which will be taken during the gecond cyecle of COLA-1570.

E. Technical agsistance

89. During the pericd under review, technical asslstance missions — usuvally of
short duration — were carried out (or are in process) in various fields including
household sample surveys; agriculture estimates; national accounts; labour
statistics; census cartography and other preliminary census work; processing of
census results; review and preparation of price indexes; income end family
expenditure survey; industrial statistics; sampling; statistical organization;
and external trade statistics.
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. DStatistical training

90, Statistical training activities are grouped in regional, subregional and
national courses.

1. Reglonal courses

ol. Most of these courses are conducted at the Inter-American Statistical Training
Center (CIENES) in Santiago, Chile, whose programme includes three regular annual
courses ofTered simultanecusly and other occasional activities.

92, In Guatemala, a Course on Crganization and Hethodology of Econamic Censuses
was held at the Direccidn Genersl de Dstadistica during the periocd & October—
14 December 1973, with 24 participants. A similar course will be nducted In
Bogotéd, Colombia during the period 9 May-22 July 1974, at the Departamento
Adminigtrativo Nacional de Estadistica (DANE).

2, Subregional course

9%, A Course on Statistical Techniques of Subregional Scope has been held in
Panama, using the facilities offered by thait Goverrment and with the collaboraticn
of professors of CIENES. Its purpose was to train statistical personnel Irom the
Central American Tsthmus and the Caribbean countries. Two courses have been given,
in 1972 and 1973, both during the perioed 16 August-14 December, with 35 and 29
participants, respectively.

5. Hational courses

gk, At the request of the Goverrments, courses have been carried out, with the
collaboration of professors of CIENES: courses on statistical technicues in
Santiago, Chile Tou personnel of the Instltutc Nacional de Egtadisticas; courses
on economic and social statistics, in the Superintendencie do Desenvolvimento do
Nordeste (SUDENE), in Recife, Brazil; courses on quality control in Chile, Panama,,
and Peru; a course on sampling theory for personnel of the Ministry of Agriculture
of Argentina; and a course on statistics Tor development at the Escuela Superior
de Administracidn in Peru.

95, For details of IASI's technical assistance activities, see E/CN.3/4k46.

G. Publiecations

96, The 1972 edition of América en Cifras was published, composed of eleven
volumes. Although it is published in Spanish only, an English pamphlet for each
bocklet has been incorporated into the publiecation; in addition other important
elements contained in the tables (title, heading, explanatory and foot-notes etec, )
are published in English,

/
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97, The Boletin Estadistico provides the more urgent dabta produced in the periocd
between-editions of América en Cifras, and is composed of 12 issues per year.
98, The quarterly journal Estadistica, the official organ of IASI, constitutes

ore of its means of fostering statistical interchange and development in the
Western Hemisphere,

RN







