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INTRODUCTION

1. The statistical requirements of the Second United Nations Development Decade
are canifold. One basic need consists in the necessity to provide for statisties
on the frogress towards achieving the objectives of the Decade. In the present
juper the term "devclopment statistics" is applied to the type of data needed for
such purposes. This is introduced as short-hand to avoid the use of lengthy
expressions such as "statistics required for evaluation and planning” or "statistics
necessary for appruisal of progress” throughout this text.

2. As will be ghown, development statistics is not regarded as a new branch of
statistics {n the sense of the traditional branches of statistics such as agricul-
tural, industrial or national accounts statistics. It is rather considered as a
statistical prograrme based on the established branches of statistics with the
intent o serve the specific needs of the Second Development Decade.

5. The provision of development statistics calls for a concerted effort in
respect of the various aspects of economic and social statistics and the ccmpilation
and pudblication of the relevant series of data within a framework that is designed
Lo meet the statistical requirements of the Second Development Decade. Existing
€aps In interratioral standards and guidelines in the different fields of statistics
reel to be elininated and countries should be stimulated and assisted to gather,
c:nplle ard report the required internationally ccmparable data. These efforts
;..ouldlalso te directed towards reporting the information on as current a basis as
t::?IZre& iul'.d, it 18 necessary to campile and publish a ccherent and interrelated
car:(ct beez; cxi:mcelnt statistics internationally. It is understood that this effort
seml.r e ITicd on at the expense of the existing system of collecting and dis-
Ating the established international statistics. Indeed, further improvement

in the trmd{tioral btranches of statisti
c8 is a
Progranms of development oeeigs ! Prerequisite for a successful

“.  "he long-standing effort
ntesmmtnt Tomenat .gro : of the Statistical Commission to establish an

of international stati
tn stics has ¢ 1e
ramstances for the establishrent of the required programme ofrzae;rt:goggzgzrab
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imilarly, the existing arrangements for interagency co-ordination

Statistl.cs. i e tters provide for the necessary machinery for this purpose.” From
in Sta?l:tzgaview of statistical methodology, the efforts to standardize concepts,

the poin nd classifications have produced a large degree of cempatibility of
qefinitions alable in the United Nations system. A Svstem of National Accounts 1/
1es the appropriate means for co-~ordinating and interrélating economic
gvil.d@? Jhile "A system of demographic and social statistics and its links
sﬁlz;;c:)"stem of rational econcnic accounts" (E/CN.3,432) will serve the same
vl

purpose in the case of these data.

gefore reviewing the tasks t.lhe’d-d, attention should be called to the earlier
.k of the Commission on co-ordinated bodies of data for use in economic and social
;gelopment in addition to the systems of gtatistics mentioned in peragraph 4. At
its tenth session, the Ccmmission decided on a list of statistical series for use
in programmes of economic and social development. The list which appears in the
amex of Statistical Series for the Use of Less Developed Countries in Programmes
of Feonomic_and Social Development does not include all the data required for
systens of accounts but does cover a wide range of data. 2/

I. THE TERMS OF REFZRENCE FOR THE PROCGRAMME

6. The section "Review and appraisal of both objectives and policies" of the
“International Development Strategy" in respect of the Second Development Decade
that was adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970 calls for "appropriate
arrangements /that, are necessary to keep under systematic scrutiny the progress
tovards achieving the goals and objectives of the Dceade - to identify shortfalls
In their achievement and the factors which account for them". 3; It is also

stated that "such reviews and appraisals will be carried out at various levels,
lvolving both developing and developed countries"., 4/ It is obvious that the
verious review activities indicated will require the provisiocn of econcmic and
social statistics to be used by the organs involved in the reviews.

chogi’i‘z;;i;%°lution 1566 (L), adopted 3 lay 1971, the Econcmic and Social Council
sacio-econs ie Particular importance of reliable and complete statistical data for
during the g ¢ ana1y§15’ especially for purposes of monitoring progress achieved
tonsidereq u:ﬁogd United Nations Develorment Decade. In paragraph 2 the Council
that of the Dea the ultimate goal of the work of the Statistical Commissicn and
Ahievenent ofpartn_zent of Economic and Social Affairs in this respect should be the
mtion of int an integrated system in the collection, data processing and dissemi-
érnational statistics by the organs and agencies of the United Nations

Systen wi .

— *h special regard to the requirements of reviewing and appraising economic
Vo u .
" Plted Nations publication, Sales No.: E.69.XVIL.3.

Uni
ited Natjiong Publication, Sales No.: 59.XVII.1O.
International De

dssemb]y poomavional Devalo S { the Gereral
N% veiopment Strategy: Actien Procrarme of & e _Jene
RNy P No.e 2ond United Tatiens Developrert, Decade (United Nations publica-

ELITAZ), rara. (79).

L/ e
Y v,
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policy measures and objec-

: the context of the
ard scelal pregress, particularly in the taking into account the

tives cf the Second United Nations Development Decade,
) "
realds of the developirg countries .

gy" adopted by the General Assembly,

"I velopment Strate .
8. e "luterratioral De = f plan formulation and implementation:

sets forth the following tasks in respect ©

will, as appropriate, establish or strengthen

"Developinz countries ; :
their plur.nlf.g pechanisms, including statistical services, for formulating

ard {zplezenting their national development plans during tche Decaqe.. .o
where necessary, they will seek {nternational assistance in carrying out

their plunning tasks.” 5/

9, The Statistical Cczmission's Working Group on International Statistical ‘
Procracces and Co-ordiration, at its third session, considered the development
statistics programme on the basis of an outline set out in document ST/STAT.Sl, ‘
prepured by the Statistical Office. The Working Group approved the general direc-
ticn of the proposed activities in the field of development statistics and con- ‘
sidered that the Commission should review the proposals at its seventeenth session.

10. This paper is intended to furnish the basis for the review of the development
statistics project by the Ccmission. Section II, together with columns 3 and L
cf the annex to this paper, are designed to delineate the indicators needed to
review the progress made during the Second Development Decade towards attaining the
£o1ls cf the International Development Strategy, the series of statistics required
to campile the {ndicators and the major deficiencies in the available data. Based
on the {nventory in column 5 of the annex of the relevant existing international
stindards ard guldelines, section III of this paper deals with the gaps in inter-
ratloral recommendations which need to be filled in order to furnish international
gildance In respect of the required statistics and sets out the work that has
already been undertaken to fill these gaps. Sections IV and V of this paper
cencern the technical assistance that should be, and is being, rendered to the
developing countries to aid them strengthen their systems of statistics so that
they will have the data required for reviewing progress during the Second Develop-

z::-.t Cecade. Section VI discusses the international compilation and publication
of serles of {rdicators in respect of the Decade.

[I. THE SERIES OF INDICATORS AND THE CORRELATED STATISTICS

A. The series of indicators

The series of ind{cators set out in colum
: Jc!e:sxi.;:‘.':-d fcr use in neasuring the progres
secile towards the gmals of the International
and 2 of the annex irdicate the elements of th

n 3 of the annex to this paper are
8 made during the Second Development
Development Strategy. Columns 1

e Strategy to which each of the

also

— e ———

P

~ Ip.i_i.'. p’l!‘a.(Ts).
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As in the Strategy, the elements are classified into goals for
countries, gcals for developed and centrally planned economies and
ng»]_ving a multilateral apprcach. Scme elements of the Strategy define
e f quantitative targets: these paragraphs of the Strategy are identi-

entry "T" in column 2. Host of the objectives of the Strategy are not
fied by.the defined. Scme of these objectives, for example, devising supplementary
g5 pre<:1selg ecial programmes for the least developed anong the developing coun-
geasures an t:idstill on non-tariff barriers to imports of primary coumodities from
trles & 2 iountries, do not lend themselves to meaningful quantification. These
deﬁioﬁ?ihe Strategy are therefore not dealt with in the annex.

g

12. The series of indicators set out in the annex are intended for following trends
in.respect of the goals of the International Development Strategy only. They will
furnish very little information for devising consistent plans and policies for
purposes of attaining the goals or for purposes of dilagnosing the observed trends

and taking measures to remedy shortcomings in reaching the objectives. In other
vords, the series of indicators are not designed to assist in ascertaining the

factors and relationships that account for the econcmic and social conditions that
they reveal. Much more comprehensive and detailed data are required for these

JUrposes .

indicators relate.

the develop%
ajectives
gcalS in terms o]

13. The series of indicators may bLe used for observing trends in econcmic and

sccial conditions in the case of individual countries and in the case of groups of
contries - subregions, regions and the world us a whole. To compile the indicators
for a group of countries from the relevant datua in respect of the members of the
goup, it is of course necessary to have figures expressed in a common unit of
reeswement. For example, data on the gross demestic product, gross saving, imports

anid exports valued in national currencies neced to be converted to a common unit of
value,

Tl.::is The ‘point of departure for working out the indicators 1listed in the annex of
Councf?_peé (wa; the annex to a decument presented to the Econamic and Social

€labora{;edJ he series (.)f indicators set out in the latter annex were clarified,

in the anneani expanded in certain cases. For example, certain of the series listed
tountri eg 0::1 © document E;5040 related to groups of countries only or to individual
COuntrie andy vhile other series werc relevant in the case of both individual
designed to reir:uPS Of.‘ t}}eln. All indicators in the annex to this paper are

Station 1p thae € to individual countries and, when aggregated, to portray the
Indicatopg set o §a§e of groups of countries. The description of a number of the
Ve precigely aud ;n E/5040 was modified and eluborated in order to define them

the Series, Ip Eh n order to point to the operations and data involved in ccmpiling
Idicatorg yre ¢ case of scme elements of the International Development Strategy,

*¢ 8dded to furnish more ample information concerning acccmplishments.
——

§/‘ "S
. eco i . .
&g &PPraig, Olf}dt}lle?d Nations Development Decade: A System of over-all review

- 1 . X
Mrategy (B/5040) Djectives and policies of the International Development
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For exu=nle, in the case of elenents such as the absorption of an incr:a§ing pro-
;c.—cton.':ur éhe vorkirg force in modern type activ:!.ties, the.: improvemen in the
qv.;lity of educaticn, and the containment of public expenditure, new serles of

{r.ilcators were added.

15. %he sclection of indicutors proposed in the annex to this paper was based
on two considerations: the amount of information furnished in respect of.the
elezent in gquestion in the Intermatloral Development Strategy and the natlor.xal
possibilities of compiling the serles. The annex to this paper 1is e?. prelininary
draft of the guldance that might be furnished in respect of the indicators that
should be ccopiled natjonally and internationally in order tt:.) follow developments
durirs the Second Develorment Decade. Adequate or suitable indicators are not
presented in respect of such elements of the International Developmem-: Strategy
a8 ‘=provezent of port facilities, inventories of natural resources, improvement
of the ecological balance or participation of women or youth in the development
process. And riticral and intermational statistical offices have not yet been
consulted concerning the list of proposed indicators.’

B. Statistics to ccmpile the indicator

16. The statistics needed to compile the proposed series of indicators are briefly
deseribed {n colunn 4 of the annex to this paper. liany of these statistics consist
of series of basic data that countrles customarily gather directly in field surveys
cr fron adainistrative records, for example, number of people, births and deaths,
enrolneat of full-tine students, number of economically active and of employed and
unemployed, quintity of individual commodities produced, value of exports and
inports, adount of aruble land. Scme of these statistics are more complex aggre~
€3te3 which nust be derived frem a number of series of data, for example, value
added in constant prices, quanta of exports and of imports, total energy consumed
in industries urd 1ife expectancies. The statistics required for compiling the
Indlcators are listed in the annex in order to furnish the basis for discussing
Fajor {nadequicies in the supply of these series of data nationally and interna-

tionally, and caps in international standards and guidance in respect of the col=-
lection und ca:pflation of the series.

17. It ray be noted fram the annex that the series of required statistics relate
not only to practically all the subjects with which national and international
statlatical authorities have customarily dealt but also to subjects with which
they have not yet usually been concerned. Among the latter are data concerning
(t)ﬁpor:. fucilities, (11) various forms of insurance, (iii) natural resource
:::;‘:2:, (évZ} the ccoicgical balance (physical environment), (v) facilities for
m;".w ~~21;1 dxc ;.mns.er of technologies and (vi) expenditure on research and
o":r': b;ﬂ ’lme:e irrr.egt. Detailed data in respect of the first three topics have
AEnlalstrtion or supervision of the pery oot 28eneles responsible for the
T unu:xl". Mzcgv sion i)f the given resources or activities, However, these
an e "'JI,/“.. ;cn swirarized and presented so that they may be easily used
Inteeanite ;. t‘;‘y. s, This is cspecially so in the case of the developing countries
A «ita on the thysical environment for economic and social studies is @
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elopment and statistics of research and develorment expenditures
recenz_d:"have been systemitically gathered and cempiled in scue developed
213 e
and facilitl
countries only.
e marked differences in the extent to vhich the developing countries
15, Therg igmpile the series of statistics that are traditionally the concern of
sather &l

;tatistical authorities.

e vhole, the developing countries caapile figures of external trade
& B 1 and’on a more current basis thun other series of economic data.
” :nnzmber of these countrics do not use the data to prepare the index
Fovever, f the quanta of exports and imports, which, in addition to figures of
nmnberz 3a lue, are urgently required to portray trends in external trade. ihile
cmegevelopil"lg countries conduct infrequent censuses of agriculture and censuses
;?ngndustrial activity, a smaller nuuber gather adequate annual data on agricul-
tural and industrial production, consuaption of ::';ftermls and fuels and employment
for purposes of compiling the proposed serics of indicators. A limited number of
these countries have the annual dute on non=u;ricultural activities other than
tining, manufacturing and the preduction of cas and electricity that are required
to compile reliable figures in respect of the rnaticnal accounting and related
agregates listed in the annex. A substuntial number of countries are now prerar-
izg these mational accounting serics, but the estimates are not always available
penptly enough. This is also so in Lhe case of data on the balance of payments.
fev developing countries have statistics of tourism other than limited data derived
fram the balance of payments and wdministrative records on international migration.

19.

A Demographic statistics, in partlcular frem ccnsuses of population, are avail-
@le in the case of a large nuiber of developing countrics. These censuses of
Ppulation also yield data once in 10 years or s0 on the industrial distribution,
“ploment and unemployment of the cconcnfcully active and on the literacy, school
“Utendance and educational attainment of the population. A much smaller nuaber of
;‘tlﬁtnes have current data on cmployment und uncmployment ; almost none of thenm
;mpf‘l"z ;“d complles figures of undercnployncent. thile it should be feasible to
levels ofrzgﬁce;:.sy stematic data on school attendance, graduates from various
tiona) instituti;rolg’aigd ilz}s;trtilc?ors fren the administrative records.ocil‘ the zdzci-
Wvantage op the au ont‘lc’f’. 1} nu::'.b<:r of decveloping countries do no :?\e
aty onbthe £l S€ sources of stutistics. Few of the countries gather and cor{xplle
op-outs ag‘g OftStuc,lents throush cducational institutions, for example, figures
*alth, eyeept ere entions. Statistics for computing the proposed indicators of
¢ availap iﬁ ;sonnel engaged in furnishing medical and other hecalth services,
onable in Jumber of developing countries but tirc reliability of the data
‘Nntrieg are takj & number of instances. an increasing nunber of develop%ng '
Wbistios ay inf 08 censuses or large-seale sample surveys of housing, which yield
ff’"-ditions. FOOdrsquent 1{1terVals of time in rcspect of improvements in hc?using
.3 but Ensuml?tlon and nutriticn statistics are also receiving increas-
, he figures are usually available with considerable delay. Very

" untrles hav . Py - . . o
Consumption, € ccmprehensive systcometic data on the distribution of
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11I. INTERMATIONAL STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

5 of the annex that international standards and

ot of most of the statistics needed for campiling
Eru:d;:é;::c:r:e:‘;::;lz?lfnﬁc:zzgz. Practically all of these standards and guidelfn
ve.re {ssued a number of years 8g0. Jnternational standa.rd&? ha\éei hgﬁ:ver, not beey
{ssued in respect of certain of the series of statistics listed in . ba.nnex, and
scme of the available internatioml guldance is out of date or should be revised fo
other reascris. 1hese gaps in international guidance and the work that has been, or
{s being, unlertaken to renove them are discussed below. Thc.ese pI.'oJects are also
sentioned in eclunn 6 of the annex. The discussion is organized in tt::'rms c}f tradi-
tioral areas of statistics and does not necessarily follow the order in which the

relevant series of statistics appear in the annex.

»1. It eay be noted frem colurn

A. liantforal nccounts and complementary systems of statistics

22, Interraticnial guidance in respect of a System of National Accounts (SNA) and
in respect of the balance of payments has been available for about 20 years. The
SiA was revised four years ago, and the fourth revision of the International Monetar
Fund's Palance~of-Puyments Manual is nearly completed. As the SNA co-ordinates and
Integrates statistics on all econcmic flows and stocks into a coherent framework,
the systea furnishes guidance in respect of many of the statistics listed in the

unnex,

23. The OHA includes accounts in respect of the balance-sheets of enterprises and
gverrnent, which would yleld data, in current and constant values, on stocks of
ratuml resources. The definitions and classifications of the balance-sheet
accounts are beirg formulated.

24, The cajor g1ps in international guidance in respect of systems of statistics
vhich corplenent the national accounts and balances relate to (i) statistics of
jrices nnd quantities, which are needed to compile national accounting series in .
ccnstant prices and (i1) statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and
asccunulation. The results to date of the work that has been undertaken on formulalq
irg guldelines concerning these systems are presented in documents before the
Carnicsicn. 7/ The Camission may be in a position to adopt international guidelir.J
in respect of the latter system of statistics. ‘

T/ "A systen of price und quantity statistics" (E/CN.3/427); "The collecticn
ard ceopllation of price and quantity statistics" (E/CN.3,428);"A draft system of
statistics of the distritution of inccme, consumption and accumulation" (E/'CNJ/I“?5
and "Peport of the Expert Group on Statistics of the Distribution of Income,
Censurmption and Accumulation” (E/CN.3/426 and Add.l).
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B. ggtist‘i_cs of agriculture

le international guidelines which detail the accounts and tables
in current prices, are out of date as they concern the old SNA.
d in the context of the revised SlIA. A handbook
counts and tables in both current and constant

25. The availab

jculture, 1
l‘?iwazflidelines are being prerare

on this gubject will deal with ac

values.

26 International standards and guidelines are avallable in respect of an integrat-
" vstem of agricultural statistics - decennial censuses and linded current

“ syss _ and in respect of rfood balance-sheets and consumption surveys. The inter-

szgﬁal standards concerning the decennial censuses have been issued at ten-year

Ii‘itervaIS, beginning with the 1950 censuses of agriculture. The other guidelines

yere furnished much later.

C. Statistics_of_non-agricultural industry

o7. Statistics concerning industrinl wetivity in respect of construction and
concerning the distributive trades and related services are adequately dealt with

in the available standards. As the standards in respect of the distributive trades
and related services were adopted by the Cammission in 1956, work has been under

way on a revision of these standards for about four years. The Cemmission has

before it proposals in respect of a revised set of international reccmmendations. 8/
These recommendations take account of (i) national experience in respect of inquiries
into the distributive trades and services since 1956, and (11) the need to

co-ordinate these statistics with the present SNA,

2, T,'he existing internation:l guidance in respect of statistics of transport is
too linited in scope and is quite out of date. Work has, therefore, been started
;H; 'zie ﬁie)nsion and extension of these recommendations: this project is included
ot e "Draft programme of work und priorities, 1973-1974" (E/CN.3/L.T4) that is

re the Commission. It is intended that the new guidance in respect of transport

statisties should. i 173
aoties ald, inter alin, deal with data concerning port facilities and

29,

irglterg:ﬁiizl%p?&s.c’f statistics of insurance are dealt with as part of the

Comprehensive guidelines concerning national accounting and the balance of payments.

being prepay edp€°P°Sa15 in respect of these statistics are included in a manual

t appears 4q & ¥ the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

Statisties of 1§ desirable to formulate international guidelines in respect of

In gather Suran?e which take account of the practical difficulties encountered
€ and compiling these data.

——
Q/ nD .
trates . raf!: international recommendations on statistics of the distributive
Services" (E/CN.3/430 ).
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D. External trade and tourism

; : f international recommendatio
e =qjor project that is under way in the case © : -
Zg;ce:itﬂ'aﬁi:ef'm‘lj. trade is the second revision of the Standard International Trage

Cligsaification (517C) in order to take account of changes in the composition of

exterml trade since the first revision of the classification was prepared and in

arder to enhance the usefulness of the SITC for purposes of economic analysis.
Locument £/Ci.3, 42y [s tefore the Comaission.

*1, It {s corvenlent to note here that international reccmmgndations are not
available {r respect of the classification of goods and_ services for purposes of
statistics of production, internil trade prices, etc. Work was started on such a
clussification in 1970, & A gsecond draft of the classification is now being

prejured.

30, Selected aspects of statistics of tourism are dealt with in the SNA, in the
bilance of paysents ard in international migration statistics. UNCTAD has recently
published n canprehensive discussion of these statistics. _l__Q/ As it appears to be
desirsble to formulite interpational standards in respect of statistics of tourisn,
tuaed on the UNCTAD manual, this topic has been included in the "Draft programme
of work und priorities, 1973-1974" (E,CN.3/L.T4) that is before the Commission.

E. Statistics of science and technology

33, The United Mtations iducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
{s for.ulatins proposils in respect of a system of statistics of science and techno-
1y, with particular reference to research and experimental development. The
Cunmtlasion ot {ts sixteenth session included in the programme of Work, a study of
concepts, definitions and classifications of research, development and prospecting
which fi{t into the national accounts and balances. This work is being carried on
with the assfstancec of the Conference of European Statisticians.

F. A system of demopraphic and social statistics

1

2:(.”15“:12:: 2; {t:rx;us,h a framework for co-ordinating and systematizing statistics

N syéim ' .",r ) vhn(,, international guidelines are being developed in respect of

nzs-rt.i;r .b:...tﬁr:p fc, manpower and social statistics. It is proposed that special

1:.11c.xtn;s rr:'l: cg:::gtthe next two y&:rf to suggestions in respect of social

o "‘tbr"’lt{‘ .‘f,. 24t cf the system. This work should contribute to improving
sntermattoral yuidarce to developing ccuntries in respect of series of

1

— e — - a——
-
]

":}T' r n 3 (s )
ot Internatioral Stardard Cemmodity Classification of All Goods and

: Dt I ] N
wray u.i'.l.%? Je

»
friLutes

i Guitelines for Tourisn G . -
LeTiL LY. ~ieg for todrisn Statisties (United Hations publication, Sales No.:
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and statistics ccncerning the geils of the Interrnational
respect of the mugnitude of the population und the enploy-~
etc. aspeécts of living.,

o4 indicators

t Strategy in
1, health,

co- erdi nat.

EevelOPmen +iona
ion:
sent, educa :

G. Demograrhic statistics

tly revised international standards are avdilab}e in respect of censuses
tion and vital statistics but not in respect of international migration.
of populab n undertaken on the up-dating and improvement of the recommendations
‘_‘Grk ha:ctezf international migration (&/CI.3; 434%) und on the formulation of guide-
filnzzsfn respect of internul mipration (2 G5, L35).

5, Recen

H. ihanpcewer statistics

3. The international standards of the lInternationul [abour Organisation on
statistics of the labour force, cmployment and unemployment and on the classifica-
tion of occupations have been avuilable for u long time; tentautive guidelines in
respect of data on underemployment have been issucd in recent years. Standards in
respect of benchmark datu on the econcilcally uctive population are included in the
interrational recommendations concerning population censuses. Developing countries
heve encountered problems in utilizing these stundards; their stautistics are in-
caplete and inadequate. The International Lubour Gffice is, therefore, enguged

i studying these standards and guidelines with o view to simplifying and adapting
them in the light of the requirenents und circuastunces of the developing

comtries, 11/

I. tducationil statistics

gstgggisg hatcs1 issued standards in respeet of statistics of literacy, inventories
lﬂSSific:atiig ;ea‘nchers and m{ucutionul facilities. The International Standard .
tidents 1rpe o Jucation (15CiD) is ulrost completed. Statistics of the flow of

©, through, and cut of the educationsl system ure not yet covered in a

%t of intermatio 1 rui
. . nal guidelines, UnisSCO is e o ating suggestions
“itemning these gt istics. 126C0 is engaped ln formul g sug

J. Health statistics

B e yy .

‘I the heagzllldogeiith Organi.zo.tion has issued guidelines in respect of stutistics

:eports of an Expe E poPu}atlon, health services und personnel in the form of

%% on heg1yy, Hoory COWMittee on Health Statistics. ‘ork is under way concerning

8 serieg of h Sts e.lnd on environmentul factors in respect of health and concern-
€alth indicatorsg

\\

Zor W See "i‘-ianpow .
T detajg €r statistics" (E, CN.3,/433) which is before the Ccmmission,
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¥. Housing conditions

respect of housing censuses and
t of indicators of housing condi-
ore freguent housing statistics,

19, Intermatioral reccncendations are ava%lable in
large-scale suzple surveys of housing and in respec
tioes., International guidance is lacking concerning m

L. Statistics of the environment

L0, Internatiomal work is Just starting on statistics of the state of‘the physical
envirorzent in relation to conditions of living, the sources.of pollution, and the
costs of reducing pollution end improving environmental conditions.

IV. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

41. The developing countries need technical assistance in addition to international
standirds and guidelines in order to improve and expand their statistical services
and systems. The United Nations renders technical aid in a number of ways: assign-
ment of experts to individual countries; short-term missions to countries by regional
ord interregioral advisers; operation of training centres and furnishing of fellow-
chips; convening of seminars, workshops and working groups; preparation and issue

of technical caruils. Same of the technical assistance activities in respect of the
dodles of statistics under discussion in this raper are listed in column 6 of the
arnex, except for the preparation of manuals. More complete information is
furnished {n "Technical cssistance programmes of the United Nations system"

(& C. 3,424 and E/5049) which are before the Commission. The discussion below

denls wvith selected problems in respect of technical assistance in statistics during
the Second Uevelopnment Decade,

L2. It 18 nccessary to increase various forms of technical assistance in statistics
sienificantly {n order to furnish the assistance that a number of developing countries
rtc-:d to strengthen their statistical services during the Second Development Decade.
Yet except for technical assistance in demographic statistics, which is largely
supjforted ty the United lations Fund for Population Activities, less funds may be
eade avaflable for regional and interregional advisory service; and for workshops
ard senipars than was the case during the 1960s. In the case of the United Nations,
t.hf:‘rlmncial support for these purposes comes from the United Nations regular

?u\.::t and fraa the United Kations Development Crogramme. For example, there are
sgi“{ﬁts t‘grlreg,ifml technical assistance advisers in various aspec’:ts of economic
e :“:m in sanpling in 1972 than there were in 1969 in the case of Africa

o n tin Azerfca. And the number of workshops and seminars on econcmic ’
statistics decrensged siZnificantly in the case of the two former regions. Though

the oc .

ze:tirjic;eenzz:"zi e:f;ican and of Asfan statisticians each requested that three

rm“d,rrm tbe‘ sned or t.ge countries of the region, the number of meetings being

o fren As:la I;.:es under discussion are nil in the case of Africa and one in

e ke O t‘urd; vula stmilar situation persists during the remaining years of

g e '\a'.‘ﬁf‘t. ) not be available for the three workshops and seminars in
#cts of econmic and social statistics that the conferences of African
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. ticians planned for each year during the period 1973-1975. Despite
.0 gtatisticla . . h f T
4 Asian . technical assistance in the form of country experts and
snd 8578 s needed in te )
the increas 1 of such assistance is about the same in 1972 as in 1969.
sellowships, the leve
1n gddition to the areas of statis*tics in respect of which the requirements
43, In ad 1 assistance in connexion with the Second Development Decade are
for tec.:hmca} ragraph 13 of B, 509, there are urgent needs for technical advice
emphasqei lfc‘epf;n respect of the design and carrying out of multi-purpose sample
end aSSIZfatrmlouseholds. Because houschold enterprises account for a substantial
sm-vey; roduction, employrnent und inccmes in the cuse of the developing countries,
rte;folﬁ sample surveys furnish a4 wmajor und suitable means of gathering basic
hottlz on these topics. These inquiries are also essential for purposes of gathering
d2—01’dinanted data on the denogruphic characteristics of the population, on the
;istribution of inccme and consuaption and on other conditions of living. Teams
of two to three experts - one in sumple designs and field operations of the multi-
purpose surveys and the other(s) in the substantive uspects of the inquiries - in
each of the developing regions would be an cffective and efficient way of furnishing

the required technical assistunce.

V. SEMIHAR ON STATISTICAL ORGARIZATICN

ki, As part of the effort to improve and expand their statistics for purpoues of
the Second Development Decude, a number of developing countries face problems of
statistical organization, of the effective and efficient use of resources, including
electronic computer facilities, und ot the orderly development of a system of
statistics. In view of the complexity of these problems, the Commission at its
sixteenth session considered thut u seminar should be organized along the lines
gf the International Seminar on Stutisticul Organization held in Ottawa, Canada
in 1952, ;y The Commission's Working Group on International Statistical Programmes
::gt(?o-grdlnation3 at its third session, expressed the view that seminars on
Asialszzfcalforga}mzat?on in 1972 for Latin America and in 1973 for Africa and for
Hhsene e-f° Primary importance (E,CN.3/419, para. 35 (i)). However, due to the

€ of finaneial support, it has not been possible to convene a seninar in 1972.

.,

the sThe Statistical Office of the United Nations and the statistical services of

SESSigSC;?liiszzgencies discussed the possibility of such a seminar at the sixth

™ statisticg] C Sl}b-Cc_Jmmittee on Statistical Activities and agreed that a seminar

Bent of the st OI-‘gar}lZatlon should have a significant impact on the future develop-
statistical services and systems of a number of developing countries.

%o 14 4 4
Ity

te secong ﬁ:}’f_hol’e‘i that a seminur on statistical organization will take place in
tistica] Offigf 1973 for a period of 10 working days. The United Nations

SUch ag g fOllofviigc-l outside statistical experts will prepare papers on togics

\

L/ ofpieg :
2 % 0 i i ieth Session,
\RE%’ . TE.Of the Economic and Social Council, Fiftieth Se )
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(1) Effective orguntzation of statistical services

(1) Structure of the national statistical services in the light

of their functions;
(1) Clarning, programuing end budgeting of
uctivities;
Interrational statistical guidelines and the use of technical
assistance;

national statistical

(111)

(b) Evaluaticn of programue requirements
(1) Requirement for, and development of, a coherent programme of
eccnonic statistics and their systematic evaluation;

(1) A system of demographic, manpower and social statistics and
its adaptation to national requirements;

(111) The demands for, and the users of, statistics;
(¢) Creanization of data production and dissemination
(1) The apprcuches to, and the organization of, the collection
of data;
(11) Compilation, date processing and storage;
(111) Dissemiraution of statistical information;

(d) Special topics

(1) The statistical requirements and uses of registers of people
and of economic units;

({1) Cossibilities and problems of anticipating data;

(111) tatntenance of confidentiality of statistical information in
the ccaputer age,

X . . .

vzil I'k r.u:.-ib'f.r of experts with considerable experience in statistical organization
: k”i,crrf.:xs discussion leaders for the seminar., This will allow a wide exchange

of kn-mledge and expericnce and should ensure a high level of discussion.

L, A 5
.'*ﬁﬂr'l\f,‘:r{:wc;‘z,cfluﬁ;m of the semirar, a new version of the Handbook of Statistical
~Larienlion 13 will de issued, including the materials presented at the seminar,

which should ke of assistance to th
e d . . .
Srtiation] corvives Lostane 1500 eveloping nations in reviewing their

13  United Matlons publication, Sales No.: 1954.XVII 7
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yI. THE INTERMATIUNAL CQHIPILATION ARD
1SSUE OF THE SERIES OF INDICATONRS
jpilation and issue of the series of indicators should,
he statistics regulerly gathered internationally. It

ary to gather certain additional data frcoa national statistical
zay be necgﬁs Commission's Yorking Group agreed that the preparation and issue of
oftices. . etatistics should be primarily based on the series of statistics that
developmen 1s;ions of the United Hations syste. are ulready gathering. The existing
the organizd nonz the statistical units of the United HNations family furnish an

a.
miﬁ%ﬁizsbasis for co-operation in the preparation of the series of indicators.
app

The international con

,;?.possible, pe based on t

50, It will be necessary to make an ix'fvcgtory of the.availuble statistics now
sthered by the members of the United r\atxons.f:unily in order to determine the
idequacy of the data for constructing the series of indicators for international
we. This inventory should be designed to identify not only the gaps in avallable
statistics jnternationally but also their consistency and ccmparuability. The
various statistics should be consistent in respect of their scope, classification,
and definition, as many ol the series nust be utilized in conjunction in construc-
ting and analysing the indicators of econwaic and social trends. In the event of
gaps or incomparabilities in the statistics gathered internationally, it will be
necessary to engage in the collectlon of cupplementury data. It 1is hoped that the
mmber of such instances will be nminor.

51. The series of indicators compiled and issued should relute to individual
comtries and groupings of countries - subrecions, regions and the world and
contries according to stace of development. It is desiruble - and will be

feasible if adequate resources ure avuailable - to undertuke this work in connexion
vith the mid-Decade review. The Statistical Ycurbool, 1974 or a supplementary
pblication may furnish a suitable means of issuing the series of indicators.
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