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{(Meroranirs by the Secretary-&eneral)

1. Election of officers of the Covmigsion

A chairman, 3 vVice-chairman and a rapporteur will be elected to serve from
the begirning of “he thirtecnth session to the beginning of the fourteenth session

of ti:e Commissiocon.

2. Adoption of the agenda

The Commission may wish %o modify the provisional agenda (E/CN.3/210). It
mey also wish to consider the sequence in which the items on the agenda should

be discussed.

3, Review of international statistics

A report (E/CN.3/311), the seventh in a series swmerizing developments in
internationsl statistics, will contain detailed information covering the work of
the United Nations (Statistical Office, Population Commission, regional economic
commissions) and the speclalized agencies, as well as a number of other
international and regioral shatistical organizations. Included will be sections
dealing with development and application of standards; new statistical series;
new publications (statistical, methodological, bibliographical); new projects,
surveys and research (including expanded use of computers); technical co-operation
(training centres, seminars, group study tours, consultants, fellowships, training
materials); miscellaneous matters to be called to the Commission's attention for
information or discussion. The Commission'’s comments are invited on all aspects
of this Review.
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4. External trade statistics

(a) Frogress ceport on the International Trade Statistics Cantbre

Tais (E/CN.3/%12) will be an account of the progress of the International
Trade Statistics Centre, which was established at the beginning of 1963 %o process
detalled external trade stetistics by caapuber. The current status of reporting
by Governments, of the use of general'ned cowpiler programpes to standardize the
data and bto summarize and rearrange thom znd of the dissemination of the data will
be described. A set of large econonic classes will be proposed, into which the
SITC data available to tne Centre could be reclassified by computer for use in

certain macro-~economic analyses.

(b) Report of a joint meebing (Paris, §8-1° June 196k) of statistical and
customs experts from snternational creasnizations, national statistical
offices ané customs administrations on the intsimatinnal exchange of
externrl trade statistics - -

Tn 1964, the French Administration des Douanes et des Droits Indirects was
host to a working group called jointly by the Customs Co-operation Council and the
United Nations Statistical Office to consider improving the usefulness and
availability of external trade data. The group, which was composed of
representatives of 24 countries and 9 inter-govermmental crganizations, wade a

number of suggestions for the consideration ¢f the Commission (B/CN.3/31%).

(c) Preliminary key between the Standard International Trade Classification,
Reviged, and the commodity clagsification or the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance (CMEA)

In accordance with the wish of the Comsission that the relation between the
SITC and the commodity classificetion used vor trade sbtatistics in the USSR and
Fastern Hurope be studied, a prelininary key has been made hetween the SITC and
the common trade classification of the CMEA countries. The Themas J. Watson
Regearch Center of the International Business Mechines Corporation xindly
coutributed its facilities for translating the Rugsian texlt of the commodity
headings into English by computer znd tabulating the keys and bilingual texts,

which will be presented to the Commis<ion (E/CNVB/ﬁlh).
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5. Tourist statistics: pronosals of the United Natiors Confmrencg_on

inte°natlonaL Travel and Tourjom Ffor the defiaition of - terms used in
colle ctlﬁg tourist statistics

The Coaference, which met iIn Rome from 21 Avgust to 5 September 1963,
proposed a definition of "vigitor" (including "tourist" and "excursionigi") for

statistical purposes end roeonested thai tne Commission expregs its views of the

definition suggested (L/CI1.3/315).

6.  Study of the major uses of, and reguirements or, industrial statistics,
inclading bthe types of primerv data ord tho indicators derived therefrom

A document entitled "major Statiztlcal Indicaters of Industrial Activity"
(E/(N.3/316) will be a Gescription of ths major ges eral uses of the different
irdicators of industrial activity and will contain a consolidated table showing
these industrial statistical indicators. The list of indicators will include
the primary data, retios, indexes and distributions used for econowic analysis.

The table w1l contain gome mebthodological remarks concerning formwulae,
components, frequencies, etc. This brief survey will sum up and complete
suggestions scahiered through various earlier documents but will not contai
detailed recommendations either on the definitions of the indicabtors or on the
various uses cof the indicators. The document is intended to glve a rough but
comprehensive framework of industrial ststistics, which may help developing
countries to design their programmes of industrial statistics for primary daba

.o -

and their processing into derived figures, .indexes, ratlos and distr:butions, etec.

e Studv of methods used in the compilation of ipput-outnut tables, including
the most imporbant uses

The ccmpilation, publiication and usze of input~-output tables has advanced
rapidly in the last decade. A paper {(E/CN.3/317) on the terminology, methodology,
compilation and application of Input-ocutput tables will be submitted in the hope
that it may prove useful in the following circumstances: (i) there are a number
of official statistical agencies in both developed and developing countries which
may wish to undertake iaput-output studies now or in the future; (ii) official
agencies and private institutions which have compiled input-output tables may be

interested in the uses to which these tables have becn pubt in other countries;
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(iii) in reviewing the practices adopted in various countries, the comparability
end cherefore the usefulness of fatuvre tables may be jmproved. An appendix to
7 detacent will survey in some detail the experience gained by many countries

in this area of economic and statisbtical analysis.

8. Classification of commor’ ties b Jnﬂucuvﬂﬂl oricin: ¥ L tionship of the
Staaoard I Tutornational Jtaﬂ G LT 1CQE‘ n (STTC) to the Intermatioaal

3y 2

Standard fndusbrisl C}’”S:flﬂ@+ on \*,, /

S st ey % i,

A draft study (issued in September 1904 as ST7/STAT/9 and presented to the
Commission as E/CN.3/307) has been prepsred ralebing the items of the SITC,
Reviszed, to the groups and items of trhe ISTC. This study is composed of two parts.
The first part shows oppogibe ezch isc the SITC the number of the corresponding
group or groups of the IBIC. In cases whece the SITC item corresponds to two or
more 1SIC groupings, deteils are given in the second part of the sbudy showing
tre sroun of comusdities covered by the SITC item which belongs to each ISIC groun.
This draft study wes disztributed to neticnal statistical authorities for coument,

and a summary of the comments will be presented to the Commission (E/CN.3/508).

S Construction statistics: copmcepts end methods of collechion and comnilation

p
et e g

A peper (issued in July 1964 as ST/STAT/S and presented to the Coumission as
E/CN.2/305) has been prevared on the problems of end suitable concepts, methods
and techniques for gathering data on construction. Its purpose is to agsist
counbries in initisting, developirg ¢r jfuproving their statistics on construction.
It is inlended to draw attention to the sources from which the statistics can be
compiled, the methods by which the deta can be obtained, 'the problems involved in
compiling the statistics and the ways in which these problems might be solved. An
appencix to this sbudy showe the practices in many countries. Copies of this study
were sent to the national statisbical anthoriticeg and regional statistical
organizations for comment. A summary of the comments will be presented to the

Commission (E/CN.3/306).

10. Study of the industrial statistics of selected countries (Jspan, India, Ghana,
Brazil)

A study entitled "Systems of Industrisl Statistics in Developing Countries"

(E/CN.3/309) will highlight cortain problems which are especially relevant for the
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statisgtical work of the developing countries. The study is based on detailed
deserintions of the industrial statistical systems of Bragzil, Ghana, India and
T statlistical system of these countrles is swmarized in a table which
is an appendix to the study. The country studies which were prepared by the
countries concerned are algo included Za ibeir originsl langvage as appendlices
to this paper.

11. DProgress report on industrisl gtatistics

A paper (E/CN.3/318) will describe ike wrogress nade by the countries
participating in the 1963 World Frogoamae o Sasie Indusirial Statistics. In the
ligiit of the resulbs of this Programue, ¢he Coumis<ion mey wish to make

recomgendationg for the next programma.

12. TWNatioral accounts

B

{a) Gereral

This (BE/CN.3/319) will be a description of the prosramme for reviewing the
gystens of nabicnal accomts and bhalances, inciuvding lhe work already ccmpleted
and furtiher work planned.

b} Exteasion and vevision of A Systew of Wational Accounts and
Supporting Taples

This (B/CN.3/220) will consist of the report of the Fxpert Gioup on the
Extenaion and Revision of A Syastem of National Accounts and Supporting Tables
(New Tork, 2-13 December 196k4) and the comments on the report by the Working CGroup

on National Accouats and Palances, Conference of Turopeen Statisticians.

13. Measures of economic grcowth

This (E/CN.3/321) will be a preliminary consideration of series of data (such
ag on output, employment, the labour force and the population, capital formation
and the capital stock, productivivy, and incoues and consumption) that are useful

in assaessing economic growth and the underlying factors and inter-relationships.
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1. Estimation of national product and expenditure in constant prices

This (E/CN.3/322) will be a description and analysis of the concepts, methods
and sources of data utilized by countries in estimating the various components of

the production account in constant prices.

15. gtatistics of the distribntion of income

This (E/CN=5/§2§) will be a gtudy of the concepts, distributions and
classifications, and methods ubtilized in compiling these statigtics in the light

of the regquirements for, as well as tle sources of, these data.

16. Clagsification of governmert accounts

(a) Progress report on ‘the classification of government accounts

A report (E/CN.3/32L4) will cover the progress made since 1952 in applying,
in a number of countries, claggifications of government transactions aleong the
lines developed in the Mamual Tor Fconomic and Punctional Classgification of
Government Transactions (ST/ECA/49). It will further review the recommendations

of the regional workshops held in Santiago, Chile in 1962 and in San José, Costa

Rica in 1963, the latter reccmmending a uniform scheme for the countries of
Central America. Reference will also be made to the Inter-regional Budget
Workshop of 196! which recommended the development of a unified system covering
the needs for economic development planning as well as for budget formulaticn and

execution.

(v) System of classification of public debt

A document (E/CN.3/325) will discuss the classification of debt transactions
of the central government sector. It will provide a definition of the government
sector and of public debt. The debt transactions will be considered within the
wider context of the overall transactions ol the government sector. Certain
clagsifications will be suggested for the analysis of some important characteristics
of debt such as maturity, ownership, etc., and a clagsification giving a summary

consolidated statement of the outstanding debt will also be presented.
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17. Develowsenss in compilation and other sspects of the work on natinual ancounts

,

This (E, /ey /j 4) will te a repo.t on the malor developments ia and plans

e

ror the corpllolien internatioually of netional accounting daba snd related

aspects of the methodology of These statlistics.

18. Progress report on Yalance~cf-payments shatistics

Pl ety

s ! « / - co_s .
This report (E/CNQB/BQ()} prepared by the Dalance of Payrments Divisicn of

»4

the Imternatioral llonetary Fund, will descoibe activities in this field over the

rast three years.

19. Priaciples and prachices in the collscuion and ceompilation of price statisties

This (E/CV.3/228) will consizh of an analisis of national problems aud
practices in gathering and compiling sbotistics of priceg, including index
nunhers, ond saggeztions for the moydification and excension of the recommendations

of the Copmlission concerning these gtatistics.

nJ

20. World prozrammes fer natioral censuses of populaticn and housing

< -
th the 1950 mrogrammes and progress
g In ceornexaon vitn the 1970 programmes

(a) Review of netlonal erpericence wi
report on irt fernational a.mivicL

20) will b2 mresented or the population and housing

A repory (B/CK.3/32 e
censuses held between 1955 and 1924 and cn the availabliliby and adequacy of the
regults of these censuseg. Filersg for the 1970 World Prozrzmmes for National
Censuses of Populstion ard Housing will be given, including details of the
activities to date and a descript.oa of future plens - both ragional and
international - desigoed to promote (1) the taking of ceasuses around 1070, (2)
the evaluation of their quality, and (3) the ubilization of the results for

economic and social developuneat.

(0) Draft pripciples ond recomendobions for 1C70 natioral poruletion censuses

A draft ision of Princinlcs and Tecomnendations for Natirnai Population

fo. 27) will be presented (E/CN.3/3%0).

=

Cenguses (Statistical Papers, Sories M,
The Commisaion will be asked bo comment orp the dralt, indicabs changes to be made

and sugeest further staps to ba baken toward mesiag the 1960 recommendations final.

/...
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The Population Commisslon will consider the draft at its thirbeenth seasion

(23 March - 5 April 1265). A document (F/CW.3/331) will provide the Stetistical

Commigeion with a sumrary of the ccxmenbts of the Population Commission on the

(c) Drett principles and recowmnendations for 1970 national housing censuses

A draft revision of General Principles f }3uswng Censnis (statistical
Papers, Series M, Wo. £3) will be presented K‘ /;jﬁ}. The Commigcsion will be

asked to comment on the draft, indicate changes to be made and suggest furthe

steps to e taken toward making tue 1070 recoaumendaltioas Tinal.

-

21, Pooulaticn vrojections: techanigueg and draft standards for national programmes

A report (B/CN.3/333) will b2 presented to inform the Commission on work in
the field of population projectioas carried out in rocent years pursuant to
reccmmendetions of the Populatlon Comission and regicaal economic coumissions

and on plens for future worl in this field.

22, Prouress report cn nther demographic glahizlics

A report (B/CU.3/%34) will inform the Commi<sion of developments during
1962-196k4 relating to the following »nrojscts:

ey

) Collectlon, eveluation, publicatlon, uhtlliza%ion and promotion of

~~
[

inmprovemnent of poprlation stalistics, vital records and statistics
and migration stabistics. Lﬁhe prcumotion of the improvement of

populabicn statistics through censuses will be reported ou under
“em 20 (a);7

(ii) Bibliography of sources of damogrepnic ctaltistics.

23, Progress report on oiher statistics Tcor rocilal programres

A report (F/CN )/355) will inform the Commission of develcopwents during
1962-1964 relating to the fellowing mrojects:

n - s 1 e S -
(1) Compendium of Social DLStJSth§§ 1963 and plens for a 1567 issue.

(i1) Handbook of Hougehold Burvers o Practical Guide for Tnquiries on

i a 7 W SHPAR o ettt A o Ao R oA, et o A

Levale of Living.
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(1ii) Tevelopment of a standard socio-economic classification, with the
collaboration of the Tnternational Labour Organisation.
(iv) Provosed manual on methods of estimsting housing neods.
(v) Current housing statistics.

(vi) Bibliceraphy of sources of housing stabisties.

2k, Five-yaar vrogramme of internslional stabistics

At its twelfth sessicn, the Commission considersd it desirable to ask the
statistical agencies if they would before the thirteenth sessicn draw up in as
mich detall as possible programmes of activitiss for at lszast Tive years shead
and, periizps in more general terms, for the next ten years. The Commission
considersd that this practice wonld facilitate the adaptation of the statistical
programnes to the requirements of the United Nations Development Decade. The
Cormission felt this would aszsist in achieving a rcascnsble balance among the

el

programmas and bring to lighb areas of wevk that might have been neglected or
overlnocked. A domumert (B/Ci.3/330) will present the programmes of The

tatistical Cffice of the United Nations, the four regional economic commissions,
the specialized agenciles and a nucver of other infternmational and regional

s,

statistical organizations.

25. Priorities of the Commission’s work vrogramie and control and limitation
of cocument.ahion

A document (E/CN.3/L.€2) presenting the future vork programme, with
priorities, will be prepared by the Secretary-General once the Commission's
s e " T 7 o
decisions are made. Thesa will also be a report (E/ON.B/L.63) on docunecntation;

as required by resolution 1272 (XILi) of the General Assembly.

26. Other business

The Commission may wish to discuss miszcellaneous matters not covered under

any other item of the agenda.
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27. Report of the thirtecnth session

The report of the Coumission to The Feonomlie and Social Ceuncil on its
thirteentn segsion will be prepared by the rapporteur, with the assistance of
the Secretvariat. If necessary, a separate document on the financial implications

of the Cormissior's recommgndaticns will be prepared by the Secretary-General.

P



