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The Commission will recall that at its twelfth session it discussed at some
lerath “the need to obtain a judicilous balance among the different programmes,
both as regards the emphasis to be accorded to various subjects and as regards
the regional activities in statistics of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies" (E/3633,para. 10). The Commission decided that "it would be desirable
to ask the statistical agencies, including the regional statistical organizations,
if they would, before the 1964 /subsequently changed to 1965/ session of the Com-
mission, draw up in as much detail as possible, programmes of activities for at
least five years ahead, and perhaps in more general terms, programmes for the
next ten years" (para. 11). The Commission indicated that it would wish to study
and comment on theseprogrammes at its thirteenth and succeeding sessions. The
Commission felt that "this practice would facilitate the adaptation of the sta-
tistical programmes to the requirements associated with the United Nations Deve-
lopment Decade. It would also assist in achleving a reagonable balance among the
programmeg and bring to light areas of work that might have been neglected or
overlooked" (para. 11).

This document presents the long-range plans in the field of statistics of
the United Nations, the regional economic commissions, the specialized agencies
and the Inter American Statistical Institute. In most cases, the work programme
is given for the period 1965-1969; in a few cases, it is also possible to present
information for the period 1970-1974. In this first effort at bringing together
the work programmes of so many agencies, no attempt has been made to co-ordinate

the style of presentation. The material is given as supplied by the agencies.

United Nations Statistical Office
Computer methods. It is expected that an IBM 70LL/14OL ccmputer system will
be installed at the Statistical Office late in 1965 to do statistical and ac-

counting work, and advantage will be taken of it to extend the range of statistics
compiled by the Office. A "data bank" of trade statistics has been started, and
similar "banks'" will be created where large volumes of data are of international
interest, for instance, demographic data.

The Commission has been informed that generalized computer programmes are

used for menipulating the trade data (E/CN.3/312), and it is expected that they



E/CN.3/336
English
Page 3

can be adapted to wider applications, thus reducing the expense and delay inci-
dent to ad hoc programming for the computer.

The new system promises to have enough surplus capacity to undertake pro-
Jects for Governments and international organizations on a cost basis whether or
not these are directly connected with the data banks or other work of the Office.

External trade and transport statistics. The work on external trade statis-

tics centres pramarily on compiling figures which will be useful to the under-
standing of world trade and the trade relations among countries, regions and
economies at different stages of development. DBasic to the compilations are the
data regularly reported by most Governments of the world by cable and question-
naire, through their own official publications and, since the processing and
storing of the detailed data at the Statistical 0ffice have been done by computer,
on punched cards and magnetic tape. The Office endeavours to exploit this supply
of data at asg many levels as possible of commodity and country detail to provide
as complete an account as resources permit of current trends in external trade.

In corder to assure the minimum of international comparability necessary to
permit assemblyof naticnal+trade data into consistent tables, the Office, in co-
operation with Governments and under the direction of the Statistical Commission,
established standards and, often through technical assistance or by means of
regional working groups, tries to extend their domain of application.

Summary tables compiled by the Office, in US dellars, show the value of
world trade on a quarterly basis together with the analysis of the aggregates by
regions and countries, thus providing an up-to-date record of merchandise trade
balances. Changes in global and regional value totals are analysed quarterly
into their price and volume components. A current indicator of price trends, of
interest to raw-material producing countries, is the global index of basic com-
modity prices available gquarterly about six weeks after the last transaction to
which it refers. Network matrixes, compiled semi-annually, show the flows of
trade between regions. Annually, these are analysed by large commodity groups
and the value changes in each commodity group are broken down into price and
volume components, distinguishing in each commodity the four flows of trade within
and between the developed areas on the one hand and the developing areas on the

other.
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The terms cof trade of each region are thus available in apgresate on a
guarterly basis and in commodity detail annuvally. The annual data permit study
of the flows of food, raw materials, chemicals, machinery and other manufactures
amony and between the cdeveloped and developing areas.

Summary data, such as those described above, make it possible to isolate
situations which reguire remedial action but the action itself must take place
at the level of trade in individual commodities. The Office, therefore, tries
to make currently available in published form as much as possible of the wvact
accumulation of commodity-~by-country detail it 1s building up on magnetic tape;
it is now publishing about 8,000 pages a year of computer tables. Besides being
useful to Governments, these data are also useful to the individual enterprises

on which the details of progress so often depend.

During the period 1965-1969, special attention will be paid to using the
computer to free staff from the routine of maintaining existing series sc that
they can engage in the development of additional compilations for the analysis
of current trends in external trade, particularly as they affect the developing
countries. Efforts will be concentrated on devising methods of responding to
Tthe needs of Governments and international bodies concerned with infternational
trade by rapid and economical methods.

During the next few years, the Statistical Office will bring up to date the
data on the effaciency of the use of The world merchant fleet, for which no
figures more recent than those for 1954 are available. It will also prepare in-
ternational standards for transport statistics relating to the movement of goods
in internaticnal trade.

National accounts, price and financial statistics
1965-1969

1. Compilation of a supplement to the Yearboox of National Accounts Statistics,

consisting of a comparative and analytical study of the dimensiong and cilrcum-
stances of economic growth during the decade 1955-1965, and the stratesic rela-
tionships and factors in this process.

2. Revision, including extension in the scope, of the publication National

Accounting Practices in Sixty Countries (Studies in Methods, Series F, lNic. 11).
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3. A study of methods of converting the main aggregates of national accounts
into a common basis of valuation, and the gathering and compilation of data in
order to establish sultable rates of conversion for various countries.

L. Revision of the SNA, including the issue of a third revision of the publica-
tion A System of National Accounts and Supporting Tables (Studies in Methods,
Series F, No. 2).

5. Definition of the links between the SNA and MPS in terms of aggregates and
perhaps selected accounts.

6. Preparation and issue of a technical manual on the requirements for and uses
of naticnal accounts, the details of the new SNA adapted to various circumstances,
and the sources and methods of estimation.

T. Recommendations and a technical manual on the objectives, nature and concepts
of statistics of the distribution of household and perscnal incomes according to
size and socioc-economic characteristics and on the sources and methods of com-
piling these data. Compilation of comparable series data on the subject for
publication.

8. A manual on the uses and concepts of national accounting data in constant
prices and on the sources of data and ways of estimating these data, including an
analysis of national problems, practices and experience in this work.

9. Revision and extension of the international recommendations on price statis-
tics and preparation of a technical publication on the requirements and uses for
and concepts and methods of collection and compilation of statistics of prices.
10. A technical publication on the main requirements for and uses of estimates
of capital formation; the concepts, definitions and classifications of these
statistics; and the sources of basic data for and methods of estimating capital
formation statistics.

11. A detailed study of the accounts, tables and statistics relating to the
public sector, within the framework of national accounts, and the sources of

data for this purpose.

12. Study of the requirements and uses for and the concepts, definitions, classi-
fications and compilation of national and sector balance sheets and other wealth

statistics; formulation of international recommendations on the subject.
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13. An analysis of the requirements for and national practices in the collection
and use of enterprise statistics in compiling national accounts and for other
purpoges, devoting particular attention to data on financial flows, transactions
and holdings; the formulation of international suggestions for the collection
and compilation of these data.

14. Development of an integrated set of statistics (accounts, balances, tables
and analytical aggregates) on the labour force and levels of living that are
correlated with the national accounts on production, income and expenditure.

15. A study, within the framework of a comprehensive set of national accounts,
of the requirements for and uses of data, with emphasis on analytical aggregates
and tabulation, in assesing, planning and programming economic growth and social
development, and of the related statistical problems and techniques.

Industrial statistics

1965-1969

1. The material collected as part of the 1963 World Programme of Basic Industrial

Statistics will be used in a new publication on industrial statistics and in the
estimation of new weights for the world and regional production and employment
indexes.

2. The documents "Construction Statistics" (E/CN.3/305) and "Classification of
Commodities by Industrial Origin" (E/CN.3/307) elicited many comments asking

for revision of the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC). The
expert group on the revision of the system of national accounts (SNA) also felt
that ISIC needed to be reviewed in the light of the uses made of it in the new
system and of developments in the field of input-output statistics. Apart from
the revision of ISIC, there are many proposals for the revision and improvement
of its Indexes (Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 4, Rev. 1, Add. 1). Among the
stggestions made are ones (a) to expand the description of certain ISIC groups

in order to achieve greater clarity and (b) to introduce into the lists new eco-
nomic activities relating to the production of important new products and machine-
ry, ete. All this makes it necessary to start, in the near future, the revision
of ISIC and the improvement of its Indexes.

3. The increase in the volume of international trade, market research, develop-

ment planning, etc. demands ever more commodity production data. The Statistical
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Yearbook now contains data for about 80 commodities, but it is felt that (a) this
should be increased and data for more commodities shown in quantities should be
published and (b) it is necessary to prepare a list of selected commodities, giv-
ing guantities and descriptions (e.g.j SITC number)j in order to try to esta-~
blish international recommendations in this field. This list might be used for
the 1968 World Programme of Basic Industrial Statistics (see E/CN.3/318, para. 9).
4. As outlined in the '"Progress Report on the 1963 World Programme of Basic
Industrial Statistics" (E/CN.3/318), it will be necessary to prepare (in consulta-
tion with the regional economic commissions) recommendations for the 1968 World
Programme of Basic Industrial Statistics.

5. At its fifth (1950) session, the Commission adopted a series of recommenda-
tions concerning index numbers of industrial production (E/1696/Rev. 1, para. 60).
Shortly thereafter, the Statistical Office issued a technical study on Index
Wumbers of Industrial Production (Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 1). The

recommendabions and the study aimed at improving both the quality of the compi-
lation of national index numbers of industrial production and their international
comparability.

During the last fifteen years, increasing emphasis has been placed on the
importance of industrial production indexes; most countries have improved their
existing indexes, whilst many others have started to compile an index. In all,
some 66 countries compile an annual index of industrial production; of these, 52
also compile more frequent indexes - either quarterly or monthly. The regional
distribution of these countries is as follows:

Quarterly or

Annual monthly
AFTiCa . eeeeoovoanenosaoesansons e e 12 8
America, NOorth..ve.eierieeneenraeecoaaanns 6 5
America, SOUthe.ee.eeereaeaoranaonncass . 8 3
ASia ceecerconncacnnsnans ceesccesscssnsos 12 9
UL ODE «vaveernencososonasocacncosocansas 26 25
OCeanla ...eeeoeoscsacnnsosnnasccncansnass 2 2

66 52
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The Statistical Office has described the various methods of calculating the

national irdexes in the Supplement to the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.

Several regional statistical conferences have discussed the different aspects
of the problems of compiling production indexes and the guestion of their inter-
national comparability. It is felt that the experience gained in many countries
during the last fifteen years may help in reviewing the previous recommendations
and in revising the technical study.

In a future review of the 1950 recommendations, the following might be sug-
gested:

a) that index numbers of industrial production should cover Division 1
(Mining and Quarrying); Divisions 2-3 (Manufacturing); Major Group 51 (Electricity,
gas and steam) and Group 521 (Water supply) of the International Standard Indus-
trial Classification (ISIC). Experience indicates that it would be advisable to
compile a separate index for Division 4 (Construetion), whilst Group 522 (Sani-
tary services) can be ignored for purposes of a production index. It might also
be emphasized that a separate index should be prepared for each major group (i.e.
two-digit level) of ISIC.

b) that in the compilation of the general index, all available elementary
series might be used even though some of these series are part of individual in-
dustries or major groups for which no index has been compiled.

c) that each country should ensure that the weight base of a fixed weiéht
index is not more than ten years old and that, if possible, the weights should
be reviewed every five years.

d) that public holidays should not be treated as working days and should
consequently be dealt with when adjusting for calendar irregularities and not
when eliminating the influence of seasonal factors.

The study Index Numbers of Industrial Production should be revised (i) in

the 1light of changes in the recommendations suggested above and (ii) taking into
account a number of problems which should be dealt with in more detail in a new
study. The latter might include the use of price indexes in connexion with pro-
duction indexes, the clarification of the different concepts of production and
different index formulae and the measurement of coverage. In addition, the rela-
tionship between index numbers of production and the appropriate national accounts

series could alsc be dealt with.
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6. It is felt that after the experience of the 1958 and 1963 industrial censuses,

it will be necessary to revise the study entitled Industrial Censuses and Related

Enquiries (Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 4, Vol. l). Developments in this
field - especially in the developing countries - since the study was issued twelve
years ago make a revision necessary.

7. There is constant demand for international comparisons of the level of labour
productavity in different branches of industry. It is felt that studies of me-
thods of international compariscn of the level of labour productivity in several
branches of industry would be very useful. These may include some examples,
necessitating, of course, a comparison of the volume of industrial production in
selected branches of the selected countries.

8. A second revision of the Bibliography of Industrial and Distributive-Trade

Statistics (Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 36) will be issued shortly. The
demand for this publication shows that it is necessary to keep 1t up to date;
therefore, it should be revised blennially.

9. The Input-Output Bibliography, 1960-1963 (Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 39)
was issued in 1964 as a supplement to the Input-Output Bibliography, 1955-1960

(ST/STAT/7). Taking into account the fast-growing literature in this field, it
will be useful to continue issulng these bibliographies, the next one covering
the period 1963-1966.

10. It is hoped that the study entitled "Some Problems of Input-Output Tables
and Analysis" (E/CN.3/317) will be published and later expanded. The expansion
might include more about the compilation of the tables, dynamic models, linear
programming, etc.

11. The Statistical Commission adopted, at 1ts ninth (1956) session, recommenda-
tions on statistics of the distributive trades - i.e. wholesale and retail trade
and related service establishments - for purposes of providing technical guidance
to Governments undertaking work in this field. Later a technical paper, Inter-

national Recommendations in Statistics of Distribution (Statistical Papers, Series

M, No. 26), was published. It is felt that it is necessary to review the 1956
recommendations in the light of national experience and of developments since
they were adopted and to prepare proposals for revision. It is especially nece-

ssary to make recommendations for the 1968 censuses of distributive trade.
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1970-197k

1. Preparation of a study on industrial censuses for experts serving in deve-
loping countries.

2. Standardization of methods of gathering industrial, construction and distri-
butive~trade statistics.

3. Statistics of producer prices, methods, gathering of data.

4, Standardization of input-output tables.

5. Study on the concentration of production.

Demographic statistics. It 1ls an accepted fact that demographic statistics

of adequate scope and satisfactory quality, properly evaluated and analysed, are
essential as a basis for sound decisions on questions of population policy and
planning of social and economic action. Hence, increasing assistance to deve-
loping countries in the procurement, processing and evaluation of demographic
statistics should be an important part of the long-range programme of work in
the population field. Assistance should be provided on an enlarged scale in
census-taking, in establishing comprehensive and reliable registration systems of
vital statistics, and in various kinds of sampling inguiries as major sources of
demographic data. Intensified work in this field should be co-ordinated and inte-
grated as closely as practicable with the research and technical work outlined
below. A primary objective should be to establish for all countries, so far as
possible within the period of the long-range work programme, reliable measures of
the size, growth rate, geographical distribution and principal characteristics
of the population, the birth and death rates and their changes in the course of
time, and the volume of the principal migratory movements.

Achievement of the objectives of the leong-range programme will be pursued
during the period 1965-1969 through the following projects:
1. Collection, annotation and publication of statistical series in population,
natality, general mortality, foetal mortality, nuptiality, divorce, and inter-

national and internal migration will be continued, with the Demographic Yearbook

featuring a different major subject each year on a rotation principle designed to
provide more detailed statistics once in five years.
2. Completion of the publication of the results of the 1960 censuses of popula-

tiom and an analysis of availability and adequacy of these natiomal results.
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3. Study of the feaslbility of compiling an historical volume of selected demo-
graphic statistics from the year 1700.

4., Study of the use of electronic computers for storage, retrieval, testing, and
dissemination of international demographic statistics and for possible standar-
dized tabulatiom of national census results (see E/CN.B/Sllj paras. lO~lM).

5. Completion, 1n co-operation with the regional economic commissions, of studies
on the methodology of national population censuses taken during the period 1955-
1964 and preparation of international and regional recommendations for the 1970
cycle of censuses.

6. Study of national methods of producing vital statistics (including civil re-

gisters and household interviews) and revision of the Principles for a Vital

Statistics System (Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 19).

7. Survey of national methods of collecting international and internal migration
statistics and development of international recommendations for their improvement.
8. Promotion of civil registration of vital events not only for population ac-
counting and as a source of vital statistics, but as a file of legal documents
which have intrinsic value as well as usefulness in research.

9. Second revision of the Handbook of Population Census Methods (Studies in

Methods, Series F, No. 5) and first revision of the Handbook of Vital Statistics
Methods (Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 7).

10. Publication of technical manuals on (a) methodology and evaluation of con-
tinuous population registers; (b) field nethods of testing accuracy of enumera-
tion in population censuses, and (c) household-interview method of obtaining
demographic statistics.

11. Case studies, in co-operation with the regional economic commissions, on
evaluation of accuracy of vital stalistics in selected countries.

12. Strengthening technical assistance in (a) training in techniques of organ-
izing population censuses and civil registration systems, (b) regional seminars,
(c) courses in demographic statistics; (d) training, by fellowships, (e) a corps
of regional statistical advisers and national consultants, and (f) support and
promotion of experimentation in methods of obtalning demographic statistics.

13. Study of adaptations required for application of civil registers and demo-

graphic statistics to programming economic and social development.
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Housing statistics. Of particular interest among the statistics which are

useful for soclal programming are housing statistics. In this field, the Statis-
tical Office has been working in five directions, namely (a) developlng principles
for and promoting the taking of housing censuses, (b) developing statistical indi-
cators of housing conditions, (c¢) developing methods of estimating housing needs,
(d) developing international standards for current housing statistics, and (e) or-
ganizing training activities in the various regions.

The use of housing and other statistics for the formulation and execution of
housing programmes has been promoted in three regional seminars; a fourth is
tentatively scheduled for 1966. One of the results of this should be the recog-
nition of statistics as a pre-requisite for planning housing programmes.

A start has been made in developing standard technigques for estimating hous-
ing needs and an attenpt has been made to develop cbjective criteria for this pur-
pose, adapted to regional needs; this will be completed at the earliest opportu-
nity.

Achievement of the objectives of the programme will be pursued during the
period 1965-1969 through the following projects:

1. Cocllection, annotation and publication of statistical series on housing will

be continued and expanded in the Statistical Yearbook and the Compendium of Social

Statistics {3tatistical Papers, Series K).

2. Completion of the publication of the results of the 1960 censuses of housing
and an analysis of availability and adequacy of these national results.

3. Completion, in co-operation with the reglonal economic commissionsg, of studies
on the methodology of national housinz censuses taken during the period 1955-1964
and preparation of international and regional recommendations for the 1970 cycle
of censuses.

L. Preparation and publication of a handbook of housing census methods.

5. Completion of study and publication of a technical manual on nmethods of esti-
mating housing needs.

6. Strengthening technical assistance in (a) training in housing census tech~-
nigues; (b) regional seminars, (c) a corps of rezional statistical advisers and
national consultants.

7. Study of the methodology of housing surveys and of housinz in household surveys.

8. Publication of a bibliography of sources of housing statistics.
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9. Promotion of development of current housing (building and construction) sta-
tistics in the regions.

Migration statistics. Several series of international migration statistics

have been collected by tThe Statistical Office since 1959, namely (a} arrivals of
travellers from ancother country by major types; (b) departures of travellers to
another country by major types: (c) long-term immigrants by age and sex; (a) long-
term emigrants by age and sex; (e) long-term emipgrants by country of infended
residence; (f) long-term immigrants by country of last residence, and (g) long-
term emigrants by nationality and whether movement is continental or inter-conti-
nental. The schedule calls for publication of these series in the Demographic
Yearbook biennially but, because of the inadequacies of the data, no attempt has
been made to adhere to this schedule. In fact, in the 1962 Yearbook, where they
were last published, data on intended and last residence were deemed too poor for
inclusion.

Recommendations for improving migration statistics were approved by the
Statisbical Commission at its seventh (1953) session (E/2365, paras. 89-93 and
Annex L4). It is obvious that little improvement can be expected in international
migration statistics until a concerted effort is made to aild countries in the ap-
plication of these recommendations. To date, lack of resources has been the ob-
stacle. It is expected that the collection and publication of the series men-
tioned above will continue but, in addition, a project to collect current metho-
dolozical information from countries for study should be undertaken. The objec-
tives of the project would be to revise the 1953 recommendations with perhaps a
simpler system of international migration statistics, which would meet national
needs and also provide the statistics required for the internaticnal studies of
population trends and structure.

Social welfare statistics. Statistics on most aspects of social welfare and

security are available for only a few of the more developed countries and their
international comparability is very limited. The International Labour Office has
compiled some statistics on the scope and functioning of social security schemes;
international statistics for the study of child welfare are very scarce; statistics
on forms of public assistance for the aged and destitute are not developed; sta-
tistics of the physically handicapped are incomplete and insufficient; and sta-

tistics of crime are severely limited in usefulness.
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The Bureau of Social Affairs of the United Nations has recently suggested
that renewed attention be directed to the development of statistics of social wel-
fare so as to improve the factual basis of social welfare policy. The fairst steps
in this projgect would be to arrange for consultations with the substantive cfficers
in the social welfare field in order to delaineate the areas reguiring quantifi-
cetion. It is proposed that such consultations be undertaken in the latter half
of 1965.

Since all of the fields mentioned above cannot be undertaken at one time, it
m1ght be well to concentrate first on criminal statistics. Nothing has been done

in this area for a number of years. The report on the Programme of Concerted

Practical Action in the Social Field of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies

noted that:

"Owing to the fact that the prevention of crime is mainly based on the study
of the state of crime in the different countries, statisticel information is of
vital importance to the development of any international policy on social defence.
On the basis therefore of the recommendations of the International Group of Ex-
perts Z;h the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders, convened in December
19597 and of the Social Commission, the Economic and Social Council has requested

L?esolution 390 F (XIII)7 that the following projects be undertaken:
"(a) a survey of national statistics with a view to the preparation of
a manual to promote improved statistical procedures;
"(b) the preparation of a standard classification of the three following
offences: (i) craminal homicide; (ii) aggravated assault; and (iii) rob-
bery and burglary." (E/CN.5/291/Rev.l, para. 608)

At 1ts sixth (1951) session, the Statistical Commission had endorsed (E/l99h,
para. HS) the resolution on criminal statistics adopted by the Social Commission
at its seventh (1951) session (E/l982, para. 67) and declared its willingness to
ass18t the Social Commission in the discharge of the task it had undertaken. It
is now proposed that, in accordance with the above-mentioned endorsement and re-
solution 20 (IX) of the Statistical Commission, work be intensified on criminal
statistics and, specifically, that resources be made available to enable a start
to be made in 1965-66. The first phase would involve assembling available current

national statistics of crime for study, together with the necessary methodologilcal
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information for their interpretation. The second phase might be the preparation
from these data of analytical tables on concepts and definitions as well as sy-
noptic tables of topics investigabed and their classification and tabulation.
By 1968, it might be possible to begin drafting minimum standards of crime sta-
tistics for consideration by the Commission. Promotion of the standards would be
undertaken through handbooks, manuals, seminars, workshops and so forth.
Sampling
1965-1969

Volume II of A Short Manual on Sampling (Studies in Methods, Series F, No. 9)

is to be prepared. Volume I contains thecretical sampling concepts and processes
and compares these processes in simple terms. A set of examples is given i1llus-
trating a wide variety of processes with formulae used for estimating the mean
(or total) and the relevant sampling error variances, indicating in some detail
the working of the data. Volume II will concern itself entirely with practical
aspects of conducting sample surveys in the same fields as are covered in the

annual Sample Surveys of Current Interest (Statistical Papers, Series C). Country

experiences will be described in considerable detail on points such as sampling
design; reference and survey periods; methods of data collection; methods of es-
timation and precision; staff, equipment, cost of the survey and training.

In connexion with the population and housing censuses planned to be taken
around 1970, 1t is proposed to prepare papers concerning applications of sampling
to censuses. These will deal with the following topics: census tests, census
enumeration, post-enumeration checks, data processing, tabulation of provisional
results and tabulation of additional data and data required for speclal studies.
These papers will also include a discussion of the use of sample surveys, by
countries which have never before taken a census, for securing estimates of data
of the kind traditionally obtained in other countries through a census, and a
discussion of some independent sample surveys which are devised as subsequent
supplements to a complete census.
1970-197h

It is proposed to study the use of sampling methods in censuses of distri-

bution, in retail price statistics and in small-scale and cottage industries.

* ¥ X X ¥
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Conference of Huropean Statisticians

At 1tg twelfth plenary session, the Conference adopted the following pro-
aramme of meetings (unless otherwise indicated, the meetings scheduled are meet-
1ngs of full working groups):

Programme for 1964/65

1. DNational accounts and balances
2. Group of rapporteurs on SNA/MPS links
3. Meeting(s) of rapporteurs on population and housing censuses (subjects to be
decided upon in the light of the progress made and the need for consultatlons>
L. Statistics of the distributive trades
Electronic data processing

Meetings in co-operation with other bodies

Agricultural statistics (with FAO and the ECE Committee on Agricultural

[OaY

Problems)(preparation of the 1970 World Census of Agriculture)
7. Statistics on education (with UNESCO and ILO)
8. Consultation on co-ordination of international statistical activities in
Europe (see E/CN.3/311, paras. 125 and 202)
Seminar
Population censuses (organizetion and conduct of censuses)

Provisional programme for 1965/66

Netional accounts and balances
Group(s) of rapporteurs on national accounts and balances
Censuses of population and housing

Activity and commodity classifications

oW Ny

Statistics of the distributive trades

Meebings in co-operation with other bodies

Agricultural statistics (with FAQ and the ECE Committee on Agricultural

ON

Problens)
7. Current housing and building statistics (with the ECE Committee on Housing,
Building and Planning)
Health expenditure (with WHO )
Group of rapporteurs on benchmark statistics relating to transport (with the

ECE Inland Transport Committee)
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Tentative programme for 1966/67

o w Y

N

National accounts and balances

Group(s) of rapporteurs on national accounts and balances
Group(s) of rapporteurs on population and housing censuses
Public sector statistics

Electronic data processing

Meetings in co-operation with other bodies

Agricultural statistics (with FAO and the ECE Committee on Agricultural
Problems)
Benchmark statistics relating to transport (with the ECE Inland Transport
Committee)

Seminar

Statistical requirements for planning economic and social development.

Tentative programme for 1967/68

1.

Vo w1

7.

National accounts and balances

Censuses of peopulation and housing

Statistics and indices of prices

Migration statistics and international movements of labour force
Statistics of tourism

Meetings in co-operation with other bodies

Education and training of official statisticians (with UNESCO)

Productivity measurements and statistics (with 11.0)

Tentative programme for 1968/69

1.
2.

3.

Electronic data processing

Statistics of income distrabution

Industrial statistics; possible topics: (1) review of 1963 basic inquiries,
(ii) annual programme of industrial statistics, (iii) index numbers of
industrial production.

Current economic indicators

Meetings in co-operation with other bodies

Health svatistics, including morbidity and hospital statistics (with WHO)

Statistics on scientific research (with UNESCO)
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The Bureau of the Conference will prepare proposals, for consideration by
the Conference at its next plenary session (October 1965), concerning the pre-
paration of programmes of work covering a ten-year period, at least in broad
terms, so as to permit better planning of the work relating to basic statistical

inquiries and their integration with current statistics.

I S S

Conference of Agian Statisticians

1965

1. MNational accounts

2. Censuses of population and housing.

3. Sampling

4. Assistance to countries in organizing and developing national training centres
5. HEstablishment of sub-regional training centres.

6. Expert group to work out plans for setting up a statistical research and

training centre

National accounts
Migration statistics

Data processing

1

2

3

. Censuses and sample surveys of distributive trade

5 Assistance to countries in organizing and developing national training centres
6 Establishment of sub-regional training centres

!

Training centre in national accounts

1. DNational accountsg

2. Vital statistics

3. Index of industrial production

L. Survey of daba processing equipment

5. Assistance to countries in organizing and developing national training centres
6. Industrial statistics.

1968

1. DNational accounts
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Current housing and building statistics
Health statistics
Censuses of population and housing

Workshop on labour force statistics

969

= oo oW

Statistical organization
Transport statistaics

Statistics on education

= w o -

Wholesale praices

Future publication programme. It 18 proposed to issue during 1965 an Asian

Programme for the 1970 Censuses of Population and Housing, in the light of the
discussions held and the recommendations made by the Working Group on Censuses
of Population and Housing which met in December 196k. It is also proposed to

issue during 1965 a statistical training manual containing information on data

collection, data processing, presentation and publication.

Lol O S RS

Conference of African Statisticians

General prospects. The aim of the Economic Commission for Afvrica has been

to promote and stimulate statistical development in all African countries and
territories so that economic and soclal problems and programmes could be handled
with fuller gquantitative knowledge. The activities of the Secretarist in this
respect have been based on the recommendations of the Conference, as approved by
ECA at its annual sessions. They have continued along the four main lines of
(a) training staff, (b) carrying out methodological research aimed at the formu-
lation of statistical standards adapted to African conditions, (c) rendering
direct assistance to Governments at their reguest 1in specific fields and (d) in-~
creasing the exchange of experiences and the dissemination of statistical inform-
ation in the region.

A prancipal trend in ECA's activities has been a gradusl shift from the
initial effort to encourage basic statistical organization at the national level

to more detailed research and consideration of methodological improvements.
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The third Conference endorsed outstanding and continuing projects on thej

work programme of ECA resulting from earlier recommendations and including in
particular the periodic sub-regional meetings of heads of statistical offices and
directors of training centres. Accordingly, in the functional analysis of the
work programme below, no further specific mention will be made of these periodic
meetings. Note should be taken that the work programme is based on a 5-year
projection commencing in 1963, and no programme of activities is available for
the period beginning 1968.

Training. Negotiations are continuing in respect of a further middle-level
centre to be established in East Africa. There is some progress in establishing
higher-level statistical training facilities for English-speaking students, and
several African universities have expressed an interest in introducing diploma
courses.

The United Nations Demographic Research and Training Centre in Cairo is in
its second year of operation and the Secretariat has arranged for the award of
United Nations fellowships to candidates from North Africa and assisted in arrange-
ments for candidates from the Middle East. Efforts are continuing in preparation
for the establishment of a similar centre in West Africa.

The 5-year agreement providing for United Nations support of the middle-~level
statistical training centres in Achimota, Yaoundé and Addis Ababa (see E/CN.3/311,
para. 75) will expire in 1966. Possibilities are being considered for continued
support by the United Nations or possibly by other international organizations
and/or foundations.

Advisory gervices. The third Conference recommended establishment of three

additional regional advisory posts in the fields of national accountsg, program-
ming of statistical activities and data processing. Implementation in this res-
pect will depend on availability of funds.

Research and technical meetings

1. Statistical programming. This topic is described in E/CN.3/311, para. 209.

In this connexion, a working group of statisticians and economic planners has been
proposed for 1965, possibly in conjunction with the fourth Conference.

Future work in this field includes elaboration of the summary table on sta-
tistical staff requirements in the region, preparation of an organizational chart

of work of the United Nations and other agencies in the statistical field, and
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furnishing documentation on available ECA and African statistical publications.
It is also planned to carry out a more detailed survey of statistical manpower
and requirements.

2. National accounts. Two fubure meetings are planned: (a) a seminar on

national accounts at constant prices; (b) a working group is scheduled to meet
in July 1965, to discuss revision and extensioa of the System of National Accounts
(SNA).

3. Public finance stataistics. Work continues on the extraction of public

finance data from the budgets and accounts of countries in the region.

ly, Distribution statistics. For 1966, a seminar on distribution statistics

is envisaged with special reference to sampling techniques for small-scale enter-

prises.

5. Industrial statistics. Two preliminary issues of both the annual and

the quarterly bulletins on production statistics of agricultural, mining and

industrial commodities are being circulated to countries for comments. Both

bulleting will, for most recent information, depend on data suppliied directly
from statistical offices.

6. Demographic and social statistics. A working group on population and

housing censuses will meet in 1965 to discuss recommendations in connexion with
the 1970 World Population and Housing Census Programmes and thelr adaptation to
Africa. In addition, a working group on nomadic populations was recommended by
the third Conference but has not been specifically scheduled.

A Seminar on Housing Statistics and Programmes for African countries is
scheduled for 1966.

7. Agricultural statistics. Under consideration but of lower priority is

a seminar on problems of agricultural statistics, to be organized in co-operation
with FAO. Also proposed is a study tour in West Africa on problems relating to
statistics on subsistence activity and shifting cultivation.

8. ©Statistics and economic planning. The proposal for a working group of

statisticians and planners has been mentioned above. In addition, the third
Conference recommended the compilation of a list of technical coefficients for

the use of planners.
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Exchange of information on statistical activities. Efforts are made to

maintain contact with national statistical offices and experts working in the
countries. The reports of country experts and regional advisers assist in this
respect. In addition, new experts golng to countries are briefed at ECA Head-
quarters.

The Statistical Newsletter will continue to provide a quarterly review of

African and ECA statistical activities. A new emphasis is now laid on introdu-
cing comment on technical problems in addition to reporting meetings and other
current activities.

Processing and publication of statistical data. Statistical annexes to the

Economic Bulletin for Africa were previously published. It is considered prefe-

rable to 1gsue an independent bulletin on African Statistics. Resources permit-

ting, this bulletin may appear twice a year.

In the field of data processing, ECA's mechanical unit continues the consi-
derable work required for the publication of the trade statistics bulletins and
the temporary processing of the Ethiopian external trade statistics. It also
undertakes several other assignments, including work for WHO's TB Centre in
Ethiopia, the geographical observatory in Addis Ababa, the Service National de
la Statistique of the Congo (Brazzaville) and the regular preparation of the ECA
payroll.

A proposal of the third Conference has been to convene a working group on
data processing problems, including electronic data processing, and to expand the

gsize and service of the ECA mechanical unit.

* K X K ¥

Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA)

Santiago Office. It is rather difficult, if not impossible, to present a

long-term work programme, since it depends very much on the decision of the ECLA
sessions. However, the work programme is geared to (a) improvement in basic
statistics of the region: help to individual countries, studies, etc.; (b) improve-
ment and revision of national accounts statistics, including possible assistance

missions to individual countries; and (c) development of a statistical programme
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for the region.
In 1965, a seminar on industrial and commercial statistics 1s planned; in
1966, a seminar on external trade statistics. A working group on national ac-

counts statistics and capital formation statistics is foreseen for the near future.

Mexico Office. With respect to the countries of the Central American Isthmus,
the Sub-Committee on Statistical Co-ordination will draw up at its 1965 session
the short- and longer-term programmes which will be recommended for the develop-
ment and implementation of the integral programme approved at its sixth session
(Panama, 1964), covering it is hoped the period 1965-197h, including a uniform
and co-ordinated programme for carrying out the 1970 censuses. For the countries
of the Caribbean, it is planned to extend the work of co-ordination and evaluation
of statistics in general with a view to their improvement and timeliness. For
all the countries covered by the Mexico Office, an attempt will be made to stand-
ardize the level attained by the various statistical series and to broaden and

amprove them where necessary in the light of the new requirements.

* K X X X
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Inter American Statistical Institute (IAST)
The Executive Committee of IASI at its 24th session (Guatemala, March

1964 ), made an extensive review and evaluation of the activities of the
Institute during recent years through its committees and Secretariat ang,
congidering avallable resources, established a new orilentation for the work to
be carried out in the immediate future under a more rigld system of priorities
than previously employed. Accordingly, IASI's activities will be divided into
two major groups, i.e., those of a permanent and recurring nature, and those

" sometimes

that are to be developed or initiated principally as "projects,
congidered as guagi-independent or sometimes linked with others in the same
field, further classified as first, second or third priority.

The regular activities are related to the permanent functicning of the
Secreatariat of IASI (as well as to the Department of Statistics of the Pan

American Union) and represent a sine qua non for its operation. They, therefore,

comprise activities such as the following: direction and administration,
planning, and coordination; organization of conferences and meetings; editorial,

translation and other administrative services:; technical activitieg of a con-
tinuous nature; and the Focal Point for Statistical Information (numerical

information, information on statistical sources, statistical personnel, and
on organizations engaged in statistical work in the Western Hemisphere).

The special activities, although interrelated with those of a permanent
and recurring nature, are being carried out or are to be initiated principally

as "projects,"

aimed at either developing final products or producing results

to be used in connexion with other projects of a more complex and varied

nature. Activities assigned first priority are those selected primarily in
aecordance with the importance attributed to them, directly or indirectly,

by TASI and the Organization of American States. Certain projects were included
in the category of second priority activities principally because their
importance and need were not felt to be on the same level ag those to which
first priority was assigned. The classification as second priority also implies
that the project will be carried on with present resources if the tasks
programmed in connexion with those of a higher priority permit. In the

category of third priority activities are principally those projects which
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may be initiated or continued to the extent that additional resources are
available, or whose development would benefit from the results of projects
of higher priority.

The adoption of a system of priorities in connexion with TASI's programme
of activities redquired a frame of reference ﬁoreach of the six objectives or
major areas of action as described below.

1. Tmprovement of the organization of national gtatistical services. These

activities will be conducted in accordance with the recommendations approved

by the fourth Inter-American Statistical Conference (IASC) and have as their
major aim the elimination of the factors hindering statistical work in the region.
This involves an extensive amount of field work, which will be done by the
rermanent staff of the IASI Secretariat unless new sources of financing

are obtained. The discussion of matters related to the above-mentioned factors
in future IASCs and sessions of the Committee on Improvement of National
Statistics (COINS) will be limited to a review of the measures applied for
implementing the recommendations of the fourth IASC and the results achieved.

2. Development and improvement of current statistics. The Inter-American

Program of Basic Statistics (PIEB) will be used ags a frame of reference not

only for the formulation of the national statistical programme, but also

for the work of the Secretariat as it relates to: (a) the study of standards and
the development of methodology, (b) the preparation of special studies; and

(c) the conduct of pilot projects concerned with new methods and procedures. All
other work on standards, methodology or pilot projects related to current statistics,
with the exception of that which is too advanced to be interrupted, will be
discontinued until the Secretariat concludes the review or development, in
detail, of the concepts and definitions, classifications, etc. for the solution
of methodological problems for each of the statistical series included in the
PIEB. As soon as 1t becomes available and even in draft form, the material
related to PIEB will be (a) distributed to the national statistical services

a8 a way to expedite its use in their investigations, as well as to elicit
comments regarding its applicability which may be considered during the COINS
gessions; (b) used in the course on statistical techniques of the Inter=-

American Statistical Training Center (CIENES) and other training centres on
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national and regional levels; (c) applied, to the maximum extent feagible,

by experts on technical assistance missiong in the countries:; and (d) discussed
by subcommittees of COINS and later by COINS itself as a way to build, step

by step, a complete and integrated set of standards and methods adapted

to the needs of the American region.

3. Periodic censuses. The work will follow the pattern established for

the 1950 and 1960 Programs of the Census of America and will involve promotion,
development of regional standards and methodology, direct technical assistance,
and training and dissemination of census results. The census work will be
carried out in close associztion with that of PIEB.

4. Bducation and training of statistical personnel. The programme which

is now being developed will have as its aims (a) the gradual introduction of
"statistics" as a part of the regular curriculum of national courses at the
secondary and advanced levels; (b) the continuation of statistical training

of an inter-American character during the period 1962-1971 so that 1t may serve
simultaneously the needs of statistics-producing institutions, of institutions
that compute derived statistics and analyse statistical data, as well as of
teaching institutions, and (c) the expansion of activities that will provide
auxiliary and complementary elements to hagten the training of statistical
personnel. These premises, therefore, indicate that the present activities
related to education and training of statistical personnel - especially those
enducted through the Inter-American Statistical Training Center (CIENES) -
will be continued and expanded in accordance with the original plans. Never-
theless, a more detailed study is required by the Secretariat on ways and
means which will permit (a) an expansion of statistical training at the national
level, since the possibility of the statistical services undertaking this task
at present has been overestimated: (b) emergency training in -hose specific
cases where it continues to be needed, and (c¢) fulfilment of the demand for
specialized and high=-level statistical education which cannot be completely
met through CIENES.

5. Dissemination of gtatistical information. This will cover not

only statistical data but other types of information, required for many
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purposes, principally in connexion with the coordinating functions of IAST.
In that context, the quarterly journal Estadistica merits special reference,
gince it reaches not only the national statistical offices but also training
institutions and individual statisticians. The periodical publications

Estadistica, América en Cifras, Consumer Price (Cost-of-Living) Indexes,

Noticiero: E1l Censo de América, Quarterly Consolidated Report on Statistical

Consulting and Some Statistical Training in the Western Hemigphere, Monthly

Ligt of /gtatisticai7 Publications Received, Directory of Statistical

Personnel in the Western Hemisphere and Directory of Members of TASI are to be

continued and, if possible, expanded, with highest priority assigned to

Estadistica and América en Cifras. Subgect to the availability of additional

resources, the Secretariat is to. prepare a detailed manual on tabular
presentation, to be used as a guide by the national statistical services.

6. International statistical co-ordination. This has been accomplished

in the past principally on a bilateral basis, through correspondence and
personal visits of members of the Secretariat to various organizations.
Recently, however, some developments have occurred such as the joint IASI/FAO
activities in the field of agricultural statistics, that may open new
possibilities. Pending further developments, agreements of a similar nature
may be made with other organizations for work in the American region.

As a consequence of the recommendations approved by the fourth IASC,
arrangements were made for holding a first meeting on international statistical
co-ordination during the month of April 1964 in Washington, D.C. However,
the impossibility of agreement regarding the dates caused postponement of the
meeting. In view of these considerations, the problems affecting statistical
coordination are to be given special attention, and the holding of meetings on
international statistical co-ordination (as recommended by the fourth IASC) 1s
to be considered among the special activities of first priority in the years
ahead. Bilateral discussions with the international organizations are to be
continued, pending the convening of the meeting referred to; the efforts made
to solve problems of international statistical co-ordinastion, as well as the

results achieved, are to be reported to the fifth IASC.
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The relationship between the activities of the IASCs, COINS and the IAST
Secretariat was also a subject of study. It was decided that IASC will be
concerned with the evaluation of the present status of statistical development
of the American nations, through an examination of what has been achieved and
what i1s hindering progress, particularly with respect to the six objectives
mentioned above, in order to achieve the broadest possgible development and
improvement of statistics in the Western Hemisphere. Consequently, TASC will
be concerned with aspects of policy and general orientation for statistical
work in the American region. The fifth IASC is tentatively scheduled to
be held in the second half of 1965, in Venezuela.

The work of COINS will be linked closely to the development of PIEB. In
complementing a prior decision - that the work of the Secretariat in standards
and experimentation in methods and procedures be connected with PIEB - it was
decided that the activities of COINS will henceforth be organized in close
relationship with those of the Secretariat. Its sessions will be held biennially
and the next one (ninth session) is tentatively scheduled for 1966 in Lima,
Peru. COINS will devote itself, in the immediate future, mainly to matters
related to (a) the development and improvement of current statistics, (b)
periodic censuses and (c) dissemination of statistical information. Sessions
will be planned according to the priorities established and progress made
in the development of standards and methodology and experimentation for the
vari ous parts of PIEB. The examination, by COINS, of matters related to each
statistical field will be made in a co-ordinated way regardless of the fact
that the data are obtained through current statistics (using either statistical
surveys or administrative records), census or any other means. The agendas
of sessions of COINS are to include only matters previously considered by
subcommittees, which are to be established to deal with each field or group
of fields of PIEB. A more adequate situation would be to have permanent
subcommittees working in constant contact with the Secretariat in connexion
with its regular programme and developing activities on a long-term basis.
However, this will not be feasible until the countries are in a position to

follow the Eurcpean practice of bearing the cost of the corresponding
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representation or until new ways of financing the meetings are obtaimed.

* K K ¥ K

International Labour Office (ILO)

Scope of activities. The ILO 1s concerned with all agpects of labour

statistics, including concepts and definitions, survey methodology and the analysis
and application of data relating to the characteristics, activities and levels

of living of the working population. Included within this area of interest

are statistics of the labour force, employment, unemployment and underemployment:
wage rates, earnings and hours of work; family incomes and expenditures

and costs of living; industrial disputes; dindustrial injuries; social

security; labour turnover and labour productivity.

ILO is actively engaged in promoting improvements in statistical methodology
and the adoption of uniform international standards relating to the fields
enumerated above. This is done through staff research, the temporary employment
of specialists and meetings of committees of experts. Recommended improvements
in international standards are considered by the International Conference of
Labour Statisticians and approved by the ILO Governing Body.

The Statistical Branch also hag responsibility for assembling and publishing
labour statistics in the regular Office publications, including the Year Book

of Tabour Statistics and the Statistical Supplement to the International

Labour Review. From March 1965, the supplemrent will be replaced by a

Quarterly Bulletin of Tabour Statistics. The data issued in these publications

are obtained from official national reports and by means of annual and special
questionnaires sent to Governments. An annual guestionnaire 1s used to obtain

up~to~date data for the Year Book of Labour Statistics. In addition, the

"October Inquiry” (initiated in 1923) requests wage rates and normal hours of work
for selected occupations and retall prices of gelected consumer goods.

According to present prospects, the ILO statistical programme over the
five years 1965-1969 will be directed towards the activities and projects

summarized below.
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Family living studies

1.

Revision and expansion/Ofa bulletin (issued in draft in 1961) which presents
in tabular form the results of family budget inquiries undertaken since
1950.

Field manual, with particular reference to family expenditure surveys

for establishing or revising consumer price indexes. A practical manuval
designed for use in the less developed countries.

Development of revised and expanded international standards for family
living studies (to replace the resolution adopted by the seventh International
Conference of Labour Statisticiansjl9h9)o This item 1s on Tthe provisicnal
agenda of the eleventh Conference planned for 1966.

The Special Committee on Labour Questiocns of the Inter-American Economic
and Social Council has recommended that the OAS General Secretariat

draw up, in co-operation with the ILO, a specific project to ascertain

the status of real wages and cost of living in the American countries that
might serve to indicate the degree of well-being enjoyed by the working
pepulation.

The ECA/ILO African Seminar on Labour Statistics (Addis Ababa, 3-12
November 1964) has recommended a future joint seminar, to be held at an
early date, to study the methodology of family budget studies for

congumer price indices and family interview surveys to obtain data on wages

and hours of work.

Consumer price indexes

1.

Revision and expansion of Report 4, tenth International Conference of

Labour Statisticians, dealing with consumer price index problems.

Wages and labour costs

1.

Studies of labour costs of production, including wages, socilal charges,
fringe benefits, etc.

Preparation of a manual on methodology of collecting, analysing and

applying wage statistics.

Studies of changes in the ratio of wage earners to total economically

active population. Analysis of relative income status, variation by economic

sector, industry, level of economic development, etc.



E/CN.3/336
English
Fage 31

Measurement of productivity. As part of its general programme of regearch in

productivity statistics, the ILO will undertake, jointly with the Conference

of Buropean Statisticians, a further examination of methods of productivity

measurement, data requirements, sources of data and evaluation of exigting

data in European countries. The future work programme Of the Conference

of European Statisticians (see above) includes a joint meeting with ILO, on

productivity measurements and statistics, to be held in 1967/68.

Auvtomation

1. Review and analysis of data on employment effects of automation and
technological change, including effects of such changes on productivity.

Occupational structure of the labour force

1. Collection and analysis of data on employment by occupation, wage rates,
and changes in occcupational distribution of the labour force.

2. Analysis of long-term changes in the structure of the labour force asg
related to economic growth.

Underemployment

1. Pilot or demonstration surveys in selected countries to test methods of
obtaining data on nature and extent of underemployment.

2. Preparation of documentation for a joint ECAFE/ILO workshop (1968) on
labour force sample surveys, with emphasis on the methodology of household
interview surveys to obtain data on unemployment and underemployment.

Employment growth in economic development

1. Analysis of labour force changes in relation to population growth, income
levels, urbanization, etc.

Labour force projections

l. Preparation of a manual on methods of making labour force projections.
2. Development of regional projections of labour force by sex and age.

International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO)

1. Preparation of a revised classification, tTo be considered by the eleventh
International Conference of Labour Statisticians, 1966,

Industrial inguries

1. Development of an international standard scale of tTime~charges for permanent

partial disability.
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2. Collection and analysis of data on industrial injuries.

Social security

1. . Costs and coverage of social security.

Statistics of vocational training. The Conference of European Statisticians

at its twelfth session (Octoper 196L) recommended that priority be given to
work on problems involved in developing an adequate statistical base for
studies of future supplies of trained workers. A joint meeting of the

Conference, ILO and UNESCO is proposed for 1965.
¥ % ¥ % *

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

The functions of the Statistics Division are concerned with providing
statistical information to member countries and to FAO itself on production,
trade, prices, consumption, agricultural structure, means of production
and related aspects of food and agriculture, and with promoting the ilmprovement
and comparability of these statistics. Many of the tasks involved are of a con-
tinuous nature, but variations in emphasis are necessary to concentrate the
available resources on the most urgent needs during a particular biennium.

The work programmes of the Statistics Division and of other Divisions are
reviewed every two years by the FAO Conference, and modifications and intensi-~
fication of work are approved in certain specified fields in order that

FAO may play its full part in assisting countries in their development planning.

Many of the continuing activities of the Division are already known
to the Statistical Commission as embodied, for example, in the Program

of Work and Budget, 1964/65, document C 63/3 of the twelfth FAO Conference.

The main developments as envisaged during the period 1965-1969 may be
summarized as follows:

Intensification of work on the incidence of hunger and malnutrition and

on estimates of future food needs. During the last few years, the Division had

carried out a number of studies in comnexion with the third World Food Survey,
the World Fcod Congress and the second World Population Conference. These studies

will be intensified and extended in scope. The basis of the present world
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estimate of hunger is somewhat slender, and all the necessary data are
avallable from only a very limited number of ccountries. Furthermore, the data
obtainable from the national food consumption surveys in different countries
will be recast in the form oﬁf%omogeneous distribution of intake by households
so that comparisons can be made with a known distribution of requirements.

Work on the incidence of hunger and malnutrition is at an even earlier stage

of development. More data are required to determine the form of the
distribution of the indicators of malnutrition used in order to enable estimates
to be made of the incidence in the different countries of the world. Work
will be continued country by country on the revigion of the estimates of future
food needs, based on revised population projections and nutritional goals.

FAO has recently formulated a Program of Food Consumption Surveys, and
efforts are currently being made to promote the participation of the countries.
Training centres on the methodology of these surveys have already been held
for the Near East, Southern Europe, South-East Asia and for the French-speaking
countries of Africa. It is expected that, as a result of these and further
promotional efforts, the availability of food consumption data by households
will increase substantially in the near future.

Statistics of agricultural experimentation. Systematic work in this field

was initiated in 1964 in relation to fertilizer experimentation. Information
avallable from the main rice-producing countries on the response of this

crop to various levelg of fertilizer application was assembled and analysed

for presentation in a standardized form. Similar studies will be carried

out on the application of fertilizer to other major crops. This work

obviocusgly involves many problems of classification and standardization in

relation to soil and climatic conditionsg, level of fertilizer application

and the interaction of fertilizers to varieties and other agricultural practices.
To tackle these problems in the most satisfactory way involves not only co-operation
with other technical Divisions of FAO but also detailed consultations with national
institutes which have accumulated experience in this field. The last FAO
Conference, while approving this project, drew attention to the contribution

which the work on statistics of fertilizer experimentation would make to the

wider applacation of statistical techniques in agricultural research. It
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1s proposed to expand the scope of this programme to experimentation with other
improved practices, such as improved seeds, irrigation, application of
pesticides, etc.

Statistics of production means. The last FAO Conference adopted a resolution

which calls upon FAO to expand its work on collecting statistical information
on the chief means of increasing agricultural productivity. Information

is currently collected, to the extent available from the countries, on
production and consumption of fertilizers, on use of pesticides and on farm
machinery. Besides filling the gaps in information on these items, 1t is
further proposed to initiate work on the collection and compilation of
information on the uses of certified seeds - quantities used, area seeded,
imports and exports. Seeds srecifically grown for sowing purposes are
classified as certified according to whether or not they satisfy the requirements
of seed certification schemes operating in the various countries. These
reduirements may not be uniform in all countries and, in order to ensure
greater natlonal comparability of statistics on certified seeds, it will be
necessary to further explore the existing methods of evaluating certain seed
gqualities such as germination, purity, and sanitary conditions.

Statistics of agricultural institutions and services. The effectiveness

of improved techniques for raising agricultural productivity depends to a

large extent on the organizational services needed for their dissemination and
implementation. The Division, therefore, proposeg to start systematic work

on building up of adeguate geries on statistice of agricultural institutions and
services, such as co-operatives and credit organizations and extension and
education services. This will involve not only putting together the available
information from different sources and the collection of a large body of additional
information from the countries, but also a considerable amount of research and
studies in problems relating to coverage, definitions, classification

and selection of data. The improvement, expansion and international comparability
of these series will be a matter for continuoug study by the Division. Perhaps

it will take a considerable amount of time before complete and comparable

statistics on agricultural institutions can be published on a world-wide scale.
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Index numbers of agricultural production and agricultural sector accounts.

The base period for the time comparison as well as that for the weighting
pattern for the current FAO index numbers series relates to the average of the
period 1952-56. This needs revision to a more recent period. It is also
planned to re-examine the principle of using wheat price relatives as weights
and to make the necessary adjustments in the concepts and methods of
calculations that mey be required for the revision.

Preliminary work has been undertaken on the compilation of index numbers
of agricultural production consistent with national accounting practices. A
questionnaire for the collection of basic data required for computing such
index numbers will be sent to the ® untries in 1965, and it is planned to compile
and process the available national data according to this questionnaire beginning
in 1966. This work is closely connected with the work on standardization of methods
and concepts in agricultural sector accounting. A meeting of a group of experts
convened in December 1963 reviewed the status of agricultural sector accounts
in Europe and agreed on a number of recommendations for improving the current
production accounts and on the first steps to be taken in building up a
complete set of agricultural sector accounts. Similar studies on agricultural
sector accounts will be carried out in other regions of the world.

Agricultural prices. With the emergence of new countries and the develop-

ment of new patterns of production and trade, a continuous revision is necessary
of FAO's published price series. For each country, commedity statistics of
production and trade should be frequently reviewed in order to identify these
commodities which are assuming importance. Once identified, it is necessary

to select for each commodity reliable series which are comparable between
ccuntries. It is proposed to undertake a comprehensive review of the existing
price series during the coming years and to expand the series currently being
published with such modificatlons as necessary.

Trade statistics. DProcessing of the trade statistics published by FAO

has been done by an electronic computer at the International Computation
Centre since 1963. This has made possible the compilation and publication of

data in greater detail, especially on value, in the Trade Yearbocok. The work

will be further developed so as to facilitate the development of commodity trade



E/CN.3/3%6
English
Page 36

statistics by country of origin and destination. In carrying out this programme,
use will be made, whenever possible, of the data compiled by the United Natiocns
International Trade Statistics Centre. These developments assume greater
importance with the growing demands of other Divisionsg of FAO following the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

Censuses. The programme of the 1970 World Census of Agriculture will be
finalized by a meeting of experts in 1965 and submitted to the thirteenth session
of the FAO Conference for approval of its distribution to Governments. The
programme will be issued in five different editions, adapted to the needs and
conditions of the five regions, with the world programme as a common denominator.

With the conclusion of the programming phase in 1965, efforts will be
shifted towards the promotion of agricultural censuses in the countries. This
will include the preparation of a study on the actual use, in a few selected
countries, of census results for preparing development plans. DPogsibilities
will be explored of "transferred data processing", that is, processing of the
census data in a country other than where they originated. This may lead to
the establishment of regional data processing centres, which might not only
reduce census costs but also help in the timely publication of census results.

F'ield projects and regional activities. The work programme at Headgquarters

is closely linked with the regional activities and the field projects carried

out under the technical assistance, Special FPund and Freedom-from-Hunger-

Campaign programmes. In fact, these field projects have an important impact on
the content and direction of the Headquarters' programme. Fertilizer experimentation
on cultivators' fields and more complex experiments at research stations are

being carried out in a number of countries under Special Fund projects and the
Fertilizer Program of the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign. The work on the
standardization of statistical procedures for designing, analysing and

summarizing these experiments falls within the responsibilities of the Statistics
Division. The data derived from these projects provide an important contribution
to the work on the compilation of information on crop responses mentioned above.
Direct assistance to countries for conducting their agricultural censuses will

be carried out mainly through the technical assistance projects. At the beginning

of 1965, about L5 experts were working in different countries carrying out
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surveys for the improvement of agricultural statistics:; this number is likely
to increase in the coming years. Supervision of these experts provides an
opportunity for interchanging information on field problems and their
practical solution. This supervision is an integral part of the Headquarters'
activities and forms the basis for the preparation and publication of
methodological studies.

In the course of the last four years, regional bodies devoted exclusively
to work on agricultural statistics have been established in Africa, the Near
East, Agia and the Far East, America and Europe, either as independent commissions
on agricultural statistics, or as groups set up jolntly with other bodies (e.g.,
the Study Group on Food and Agricultural Statistics in Europe, and the Sub-
Committee on Agricultural Statistics in America). These regional bodies are the
active links between FAO and the countries for obtaining better and more
reliable national data, for conducting studies on standardization and international
comparability, and for promoting efficient use of these data in planning
agricultural development. The work programme initiated during the last few
years by these bodies for carrying out studies such as those on cereals,
livestock numbers and products, fruits and vegetables, agricultural prices,
etc. is intended to identify the deficiencies in national statistics and those
factors which lead to lack of compasrability between countries. Thege studies
when completed in the course of the next few years will serve as ugeful reference
documents for exchange of information between countries and for evaluation
of nabtional statistical data.

In addition to the work to be carried out by the Statistics Division
(reported above), the following statistical work is planned by other Divisions
of FAO:

Fighery statistics. Continual improvement and development of international

standards and organization in fishery statistics will be carried out. Through
investigations and in liaison with other units of FAO, other international
agencies, national institutions, ete., it is planned to establish international
standard classifications and definitions, methods of collecting, reporting

and improvement of the Yearbook and Bulletin of Fishery Statistics. These

activities are related to the statistical classification of aquatic animals
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and plants, fishery commodities, fishing regions and areas, fishing craft,
fishing gear and methods, fishermen, etc. They also concern the development
of standard reporting systems and methods, including standard reporting forms,
to be used in the North Atlantic region and in the Mediterranean. The
maintenance of liaison and co-operation with national and international
organizations includes the secretarial servicing of the joint FAO/ICESE%ICNAFQ/
Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic Area,
whose fourth session will take place early in March 1965. It is planned to
establish a Standing Working Party on Statistics, as recommended by the Indo-
Pacific Fisheries Council at its eleventh session (Qctober 1964), to give
attenticn to fishery census work and promote such activities at the national
levels in the Indo-Pacific area.

Through the preparation of working aids, manuals, bibliocgraphies, etc., it
is planned to assist national offices and international and regional agencies
to lmprove and extend the application cf standard classifications, methods and
practices in the collection, treatment and prompt publication of fishery
statistical data. It is also intended to provide for investigating and keeping
under continuocus review the nature and usefulness of currently produced publica-
tions and, in particular, to report on propogals for improving publication
media presenting fishery statistics.

The following volumes of the Yearbook of Fishery Statistics will be
published in 1965-66:

Volume 18 - Catches and Landings, 1964
Volume 19 -  Fishery Commodities, 1964
Volume 20 =~ Catches and Landings, 1965
Volume 21 - Fishery Commodities, 1965

It is also planned to issue Bulletins of Fishery Statistics and tabulations

appearing as FAO Fishery Circulars on catches in the North Atlantic, Central
and South Atlantic, tuna catches in the Atlantic, catches in the Indian Ocean
and the Pacific; world indexes for fish catch statistics and the world trade

in selected fishery commodities.

g/ Internatioconal Council for the Exploration of the Sea.

é/ International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries.
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Attention will also be given to the improvement of national and regional
fishery statistics by means of the various regional fisheries councils and
commissions, Special Fund projects, the Expanded Programme of Technical
Assistance (EPTA), etc.

Forest and forest products statistics. Regional studies of forest resources

and production and trade and consumption of forest products are being completed
and will be summarized and integrated into the first comprehensive world review,
for consideration by the sixth World Forestry Congress (June 1966)

and the FAO Conference (November 1966).

Asgsistance will be continued to individual countries in estimating their
naticnal wood requirements, both by assigning experts under EPTA and by giving
advice on methodology.

Topical and routine reviews of the principal forest products markets will
continue to be prepared for varicus meetings and publications.

In connexion with the FAO/ECE Joint Working Party on Forest and Forest
Products Statistics, further consideration of the problems dealt with at the
fourth session (1963), relating to statistical reporting of forest fires,
labour, product prices and conversion factors, will be given at the fifth session
(January 1965). In addition, this session will deal with fixed capital
formation and econcmic indicators in forestry. During the period 1965-1969,
studies on consumption of tropical hardwoods in Europe and on consumpbion,
production and trade of plywocd will be undertaken in compliance with the
recommendations of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development;

a revision of the 1961 study on production, trade and consumption of fibreboard
and particle board in Europe and an interim review of the projections made

in Furopean Timber Trends and Prosgpects; A New Appraisal, 1950-1975 are also

planned for this period.

* X K X ¥

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Scope of activities. The Statistical Office of UNESCO is responsible

for a programme of statistics in UNESCO's major fields of competence: edutation,
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science, culture and mass communications. The responsibilities are exercised
in the four following groups of activities:

1. Collection, evaluation, processing and publication of statistics
needed by Member States; UNESCO Headguarters and regional offices; other
international organizations, gpecialized scholars and the general public;

2. Standardization of statistics including basic concepts, definitions,
classifications and tabulations, by developing international standards for
statistics to be adopted eventually as international recommendations;

3. Promotion of the improvement of the quality and coverage of national
statistics through methodological studies and publications, seminars
and a technical assistance programme including fellowships and country missions;

Y. Development of analytical tools, with particular emphasis on those to
be used for educational planning, and of techniques for assessing human
resources.

The staff of the Statistical Office of UNESCO (January 1965) consists of
30 persons, of whom ten are at the professional level; the remaining twenty
staff members are clerical and secretarial. A small staff increase is
anticipated in 1965.

Within recent years there hasgs been a noticeable, world-wide awakening
to the development of human resources ag the most fundamental aspect of the
development of nations. In this reassessment, the paramount importance of
education, science and culture has come to the fore. A number of Governments
have begun programmes cf statistics of science and technology, and a gignificant
strengthening of long-dormant educational statistics programmes is taking place.
The importance of such data in planning, involving a need for facts of the
pregsent and projections of the future, 1s increasingly recognized.

UNESCO has, of course, been aware of these developments, and its General
Conferences have shown a willingnegs to approve modest increases in the
statistical programme. The specific projects outlined below are based on
the assumption that continued increases will be approved for the 1967-68 and
future budgets. Several general projects are contemplated which are fundamental
to the basic statistical programme:

1. Co-ordination of questionnaires. Within UNESCO, by recent decision of

the Director-General, all statistical guestionnaires sent to Member States

are to be cleared by the Statistical Office, with a view to simplifying, if
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possible, the task of Member States in answering them.

2. lational statistics. During the Development Decade, great emphasis

is being placed upon educational planning, with a conseguent increased demand
for educational statistics. In addition, a number of nations are currently
strengthening and expanding their statistical programmes, especially in the
fields of science, culture and information. In order to keep abreast of these
developments which point to the availability of additiocnal data, the Secretariat
plans to request Member States to report on the current status of and plans for
expansion, if any, in statistics of education, science and culture.

3. Manual of Rducational Sbatistics. UNESCO will in the near future ask

Member States for comments on the 1961 Manual, as well as /Onf%port on application
of the 1958 Recommendation on the International Standardization of Educational
Statlistics. These will be reviewed as the Secretariat undertakes a revision

of the Manual.

Individual statistical projects are listed below. Budgetary provision has
been made with regard to the first two items listed, i.e. "statistics of
science and technology" and "statistics of literacy". Other projects are
listed as evidence of the needs for statistics in UNESCO's fields of competence;
they will be undertaken only as funds may be available for them, More detailed
information on the time~schedule for these projects cannot be presented,
since this depends upon unpredictable budgetary decisions.

Statistics on science and technology. The importance of science and tech-

nology in eccnomic development in the twentieth century can scarcely be over-
stated. ©Statistics at the national level on activities in this field are of
very recent date and are not highly developed. The major areas in which

data are required relate to personnel with scientific and technical training
at various levels and to expenditure by source of funds for scientific and
technological research. The new priority given to science and technology

by UNESCO makes it essential that data in this field on an international level
be made available. This is particularly important with respect to the efforts
being made by the developing nations to build up their scientific research
activities. Benchmark data are required against which their progress may

be evaluated. In view of the "underdevelopment™ of national statistics on
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gscientific research and technology, emphasis will initially be placed upon
methodology, so that sources of data and methods of collecting them may be
determined and clear definitions and concepts may be developed and standardized
at the international level. As the initial exploratory work progresses, a pro-
gramme of data collection will be developed and initiated.

Activities in this new field are to begin in 1965. Various methods will
be explored to build up responsive sources of information within the Member Statesg,
and on-the-spot visits will be made to investigate record-keeping systems as well
as differing national approaches to the classification of variocus types of
data.

Collection, compilation and analysis of data will begin as scon as the
exploratory work and pilot studies indicate that this is feasible, with the
possibility that some data may be available for the 1967 or 1968 edition of
the UNESCO Statistical Yearbook.

Statistics of literacy. As a basic supporting document for the new World

Literacy Campaign starting in 1966, the 1957 statistical study entitled

World Tlliteracy at Mid-Century will be brought up to date using the latest

avallable data and estimates. Work on this project will be carried out during
1965-66, with the expectation that a new study may be issued in 1967, containing
the latest avallable data on illiteracy and on literacy efforts of various types.

BEducational statistics. It is the intention of the Statistical Office

of UNESCO to broaden and deepen its programme in educational statistics. Since
the most elementary needs with respect to data collection and international
standardization now have been met, it is time to devote more attention to the
improvement and refinement of educational gtatistics on a world-wide scale.
The objective is above all to achieve more meaningful, detailed and adequate
types of statistical data which can in the most useful and rational way serve
as a basis for the wvarious kinds of calculations, projections and estimates
which are required for proper planning of educational programmes.

In this context one project is being initiated, jointly with the Conference
of European Statisticians, to develop and refine educational statistics in that
region. It has been decided to set up a special working group for this purpose,

which will deal with problems involved in developing an adequate statistical
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basis for studies of future supplies of different skills (particularly higher
skills), including data on the flow of students into, through and from the edu-
cational system and data on the level of education and skills of the population.

1. Data on pupils by grade. Hitherto UNESCO's gtatistics on enrolment

have only comprised totals for levels and types of education, though enrolment
by grade would be highly useful, especially for planning purposes. To overcome
this serious gap, it is intended that data should be collected on enrolment

by grade for education at the first level and for general, vocational and
teacher training education at the second level. Because of methodological
difficulties, it will probably not be possible to attain complete distribution
by grade for education at the third level (universities and other institutions of
higher education), but an extension of the present data collection programme can
be undertaken by alsc including statistics on first year university students.

It is obvious that an extension of enrolment statistics for the various levels
and types of education will considerably improve the bagic gquantitative information
for educational planning and evaluation of educational systems. It is envisaged
that this o o might start during the next budgetary period, 1965/66, though

on a modest scale.

2. Data on repetition of grade. In connexion with and as an extension

of the collection of statistics on enrolment by grade, information should also
be gathered with respect to repetition of grade. Data will be collected, for the
various levels and types of education, about the number of pupils in each grade
who have gpent more than 1 year in the same grade.

5. Data on premature school leaving. Another phenomenon of great importance

for evaluation of a school system and for projections of educational planning

is premature school leaving, which for the present is not covered in the data
collection programme of UNESCO. It is intended that this shortcoming e
eliminated and figures gathered concerning the number of pupils, by level and

type of education as well as by grade, who leave school without completing the
normal study course. Such statistics on "drop outs", together with data on
"repeaters", constitute indicators of the "wastage" in education and are essential

for evaluating the efficiency of a given school system.
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L. Data on financing of education. Information now collected on public

educational expenditure is not sufficiently detailed to be used for projects
of educational planning. PFor that purpose, it is necessary to ascertain
the unit cost per pupil by level of education and the distribution of the
capital expenditure.

In order to meet the requirements in educational planning, it is proposed,
as a first step, to collect data relating to recurring expenditure in education
by main groups, such as expenditure directly concerned with teaching, expendi-
ture for special services, ebtc. and by level of educaticn. It would be useful
to extend the distribution of recurring expenditure by type of education (or
school), and this can be planned for 1965/1966. In 1967, an inquiry could be
made of the public and private educational authorities in order to determine
how their requirements are financed. By that time, an attempt to include
funds from private sources will have been made. Within the next five years,
requests for data on the financing of education will be improved to include
further detail and expansion of the coverage, endeavouring to interpret the term
"education" in its broadest sense (i.e. outside-school educational activities),

5. Data on teachers' qualifications. In view of the current shortage of

qualified teachers in many countries and of the tremendous future needs for
such teachers, as projected in educational development plans, it is
indispensable to start a new data collection programme in this field. This
will certainly involve difficult methodological problems, as the formal
requirements for teacher certification differ from country to country and
the actual value of such requirements may be difficult to evaluate and compare.
A minimum classification of broad categories of gualifications for
teachers of the various levels and types of education may, however, be aimed
at to meet the most urgent needs for information in this field.

6. Data on school buildings and classrooms. No information is at

present collected at the international level on the number of school buildings
and classrooms. To fill this gap, which is particularly serious in connexion
with educational planning, statistics on the stock and yearly

provision of school buildings and classrooms should be included in the

educational statistics programme of UNESCO. The implementation of this new
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data collection programme will reguire careful methodological studies, asg the
norms and standards regarding school buildings, classrooms, laboratories and
other facilitieg differ widely between countries at different stages of
development .

7. Data on school attendance. As the normally used enrolment figures in

educational statistics represent a more formal concept, relating to thoge
pupils who are registered in a given school for a certain school year, it is
in many cases useful to supplement such figures by information about the
number of pupils who actually attended school. Such attendance figures

may in certain countries, particularly in the latter part of the school year,
differ considerably from the enrolment figures which usually refer to the
beginning of the school year.

8. Data on length of schooling, size of classes. Data on schools by length

of study course and on classes by size are important for evaluation of an
educational system. The Statistical Office of UNESCO will, therefore, attempt
to collect statistics of this kind in the first place on schools and enrolment
of the first level of education, by number of years in the study course
provided, and also on classes at this level, by number of pupils enroclled.

International standardization and methodological studies. Although a

specific Recommendation on the International Standardization of Educational
Statistics was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1958, the
application of the Recommendation still leaves much to be desired. Because of
the very diversified educational systems in the various countries and because of
great differences in the traditional ways of collecting and presenting statistics
on education in thege countries, it is quite natural that it should take a long
time before the difficulties in the application of the Recommendation are
overcome. The activities in the Statistical Office will, therefore, have to
concentrate on the question of international comparability. At the same time,
it has to be recognized that the 1958 Fecommendation deals with only the most
elementary concepts, definitions and classifications in educational statistics
am that much work remains to be done before international standardization can

be achieved with respect to the more detailed types of statistics in this field.
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It is the intention of the Statistical Office to continue the work
on improvement of international comparability and on methodological studies
as far as available resources permit. These activities will be closely
coordinated with the project referred to above, to be undertaken jointly with
the Conference of Buropean Statisticians, with a view to a possible extension of
the Recommendation in order to give definitiong and clagsifications of a more
detailed nature, suitable to describe more accurately the quantitative aspects
of educational development and to form a basis for planning activities. In
connexion with this work which is planned to start in 1965/66, a revision of the

1961 Manual of Educational Statistics is also envisaged at a later date.

Assistance to Member States. In order to help Member States improve and

develop their national services for educational statistics, UNESCO is already,
under the technical assistance programme, organizing expert missions and
granting fellowships in educational statistics at the request of Governments
who want to receive such assistance. Since it is expected that requests from
Member States in this field will increagse in the near future,it is the intention
of the Statistical Office to expand and consolidate this programme (as far as
staff resources at Headquarters and possibilities for recruitment of field
experts will allow) in order to speed up the qualitative improvement of edu-
catlonal statistics in the developing countries so that the basic statistical
data most urgently needed for educational planning become progressgively available
within the not too distant future.

Regional seminars on educational statistics will be organized, as before,
under the technical assistance regional programme in order to give officials
responsible for educational statistics in the various countries of the regions
an opportunity to discuss technical and organizational matters of mutual
interest. It is, however, envisaged that in 1965/66 and onwards, the character
of these seminars will be somewhat changed to give more of the type of concrete
and practical training which 1s usually provided in workshops.

Concerning the professional training of statisticians, UNESCO will
(in close co-operation with the International Statistical Institute) continue
to assist Member States in introducing and promoting the teaching of statistics

in thelr universities.
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Statistics of culture and mass communications. With regard to statistics

on culture and mass communication, one of the main task will be to continue the
promotion of the international comparability of statigtical data with particular
reference to the recently adopted international recommendation concerning
statistics on book production and on newspapers and other periodicals.

In pursuance of action towards improvement of international comparability
of statistics in other fields of mass communications, studies concerning the
development of standard classifications of radio and television programmes by
content and also concerning basic statistics on films and cinema would be a
valuable contrabution.

As a matter of further expansion in the field of mass communication
statistics, congideration will ke given to the possibilities of collecting
statistics on (a) the use of radio and television for educational purposes; and
(b) educational films.

In addition, it is hoped to develop internationally comparable and complete
data on trade in educational, scientific and cultural materials and equipment.
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development unanimously adopted a
re solution (A/VI/9) regquesting UNESCO to pursue its studies of the problems
faced by the developing countries in the procurement of these materiazls. The
assistance of the United Nations Statistical Office will be sought in the com-
pilation of statistical data for these studies.

Finally, UNESCO is currently reviewing the possibility of undertaking
a study leading to the standardization of international statistics of libraries.

Statistical analysis and human resources assessment. With the development

of a more precise educational classification system and a possible expansion of
data-collecting activities, especially grade enrolment statistics, a system

for the measurement of quantitative indicators of human resources development

and the refinement of methods and techniques in planning as a result of increasing
field experience in educational planning, it might be posgible in the future

to approach long-term integrated planning of the education sector on a logical

and systematic bagis, through the introduction of mathematical model-building
techniques so successful in other areas. This appears to be a logical develop-

ment following the systematic accumulation of data and methodology gained from
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UNESCO's efforts now and in the immediate future. The viability of the mathematical

model-building approach, however, cannot be ascertained for some time.

* K K XX
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International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

The future work programme includes the following projectss

1.

10.

Non-scheduled air transport operations: study of the problems involved
in improving such statistics, beginning, for this purpose, a voluntary
experimental programme of collection.

Aerial-work statistics (such as crop dusting, aerial surveylng, etc.):
development of national programmes and co-ordination by the Secretariat.
Origin and destination statistics: study of extent and nature of the
needs and uses for such statistics in Member States, by means of a
questionnaire.

Regional statistics: continuation and development of programme of
statistical work on determined geographical areas.

otatistics by type of aircrafts survey of available data by the
Secretariat and study of the desirability of collecting and publishing
such material.

Traffic—flow statistics: study of adequacy of the existing sampling
basis (months of March and September).

Visaits to States and "workshop!" meetings: continuation and
intensification of the existing programme.

Distances between airports: study of simplified method of calculation and
of desirability of publishing airport co-ordinates.

Mechanical processing of ICAO's statistics: study of the needs and the
most appropriate means for meeting them.

Other gtudiess variations in assumed passenger weights; seasonal
fluctuations an air trafficy statistical problems raised by leasing and
pooling arrangements; methods of calculating the cubic capacity of
aircrafts; additional bases for calculating accident rates; feasibility
of reporting "business aviation" movements 1n connexion with airport

statistics.

RS N S
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Torld Health Organization ( JHO)

1965-1969
Expert Committee on Sampling Methods in Morbidity Surveys, November 1965.

Sampling methods are being extensively used nowadays for the carrying out of
morbidity surveyss +the expert committee will discuss the latest techniques
avarlable and their suitability for application in the health field.

Dxpert Committee on the Methodology of Non-Communicable Disease

Epademiology, 1966. The expert committee will review the methods generally

employed, will assess their usefulness and will indicate where and to what extent
these methods differ from those traditionally used in communicable disease
epidemiology.

International Conference for the Eighth Revision of the International

Classification of Diseases. The Conference will be held in Geneva in July 1965

to adopt revision proposals and to discuss various other topics concerned with
health statistics. The preparation, translation and publication of the revised
hanual of the International Classification of Diseases, as well as the

establishment of documents and other material related to the Classification

(dragnostic index, glossary of diagnostic terms describing mental disorders,
instructions on the use of the Classification, coding procedures), will follow.

A meeting will be held i1n January 1965 at the WHO Regional Office of the
Americas and the Pan American Health Organiszation in Washington on the
preparation of a manual on congenital malformations.

Cenferenee on Vital and Health Statistics. The Conference 1s being arranged by

the buropean Office of VHO and will meet an April 1965 in Budapest to provide the
opportunity for discussion of recent developments in the functions of national
health statistical services. The main topic of the agenda will be the need for,
and present and potential value of, health statistical services for public health
administration.

Working group on statistics of health expenditure in national accounts.

Under the auspices of the Conference of European Statisticians, a working group
w1ll meet 1n 1966 to improve statistics relating to expenditure on health within

national accounts,
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Publications. The monthly Epademiological and Vital Statistics report will

contain in 1965 data on arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart diseases, vascular
lesions affecting the central nervous system, malignant neoplasms of various
important sites requiring studies, accident statistics, data on syphilis and zts
sequelae, leprosy and results of surveys carried out on onchocerciasis.

Manuals will be published to guide 1n developing and improving health
statistical programmes. Two types of handbooks will be prepared: (1) a general
manual containing the information on existing national systems of health
statistics an the countries and a comprehensive statement on the theoretical needs
of health programmes for statistical data, the sources of such data, their
utilization, and (2) a series of manuals dealing with specific types of health
statistics (hospltal morbidity statistics, hospital statistics from the
administrative point of view, health services statistics).

Manuals on statistical methodology will be issued. They will include one on
sampling i1n public health, one on graphic presentation of health statistics and one
on processing of health statistical data.

Manuvals 1n the field of epidemicliogical study of chronic diseases will be
prepared during this period in collaboration with technical units of WHO (cancer,
nutrition, etc.). On the basis of individual manuals, a general manual on
epidemiological studies may be_worked out within the next five years.

Other international standards, medical classifications, guiding principles
will be established and training material will be developed.

A code of surgical operations and anaesthetic procedures for statistical and
indexing purposes will be prepared for internationalk use.

Teaching and training material to cover various fields of vital and health
statistics to be used in health statistical seminars and training centres (coding
of causes of death, hospital statistics) will be developed and consolidated.

Surveys will be organized for the preparation of international indices and
standard methods and measurements for investigating the distribution of chronic
diseases.

It 1s proposed to start fifteen country projects and thirteen inter—country
projects during 1965 and 1966 to assist 1n developing vital and health statistics

in various countries and new proposals will be made for the following period.
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Guidang prainciples for health statistical programmes according to different levels
of development in the country and the existing needs for vital and health
statistical services will be formulated for use in the field, especially in the
projects initiated. Among the inter-country projects are a seminar on vital and
health statistics for the rican Region, a group meeting on vital and health
statistics for the Hastern Mediterranean Region, two symposia for the European
Region--one on the use of electronic computers in health statistics and medical
research and the other on the application of health statistical methods to rural
areas.

With the continuous developments in WHO's medical research programmes, as
well a8 1n 1ts assistance to Governments envisaged for 1965-1969 in public health
activities, more extensive collaboration 1s foreseen between the Divaision of
Health Statistics and other technical Divisions of WHO in order to ensure that
the planning, execution and evaluation of projects will be based upon sound
statistical principles.

Mlethodological studies will be extended. They will include, 1n particular
studies of sampling techniques in health surveys and studies on the application
of automatic data processing systems to medical, public health and biological
statistics.

Sound applicable ways for the collection of morbidity statistics will be
developed, and such procedures will be adopted when studies are contemplated.

National health statistics reports will be studied to investigate the
possibility of uniform presentation of at least some basic information which
merite international dissemination. The study of national health statistics
will continue, and the differences of magnitude will be investigated. Some may
arise from variations in recording, collection, coding, classification or
processing of the data, which require correction and adjustment; or the
dafferences may be real and call for epidemiological investigations to reveal

aetiological factors and thus lead to the establishment of preventive measures.



