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1. The United Nauiong Conlerence cn International Travel and Teouricm (Rome,
21 August - £ Scpbember 1663), in accordance with pacegranh 5 of Econcmic and

3
Social Council resolubion 87¢ (UXNIII), of © Arril 1962, suggested for

3

consideration by the Commlssion and by the Interrstional Union of Cfficial Travel

P

Organizatlons (JU0OU0) the followiag definitions of "visitor" and "tourist"

. . . / o -
(Recomuendabions cn International Travel and Tovrisum, B/CONF.WT/18, page 5):

oy

"For statisbical purposes, the term fvisitor! describes any person

visiting & country cother than tnat in vhich he has bis usual place of
resicdeace, Tor a.y reacon otner than following an occupacsion renumerated
frem within the country visited.

"This delinition covers:
"Tourists, i.e., temporary visitors staying ab lesst 24 hours in
the counlry visibted and the purvose of whose Jjourney can be classified
nder one of the following headings:
LIF QY . . . o PR
"(a) leisure (recreation, holiday, health, study, religion and sport);
"(b) business, fomily, mission, meebing.

"Excursionists, i.e., temperary visitors steying less than 24 hours
in the country visited {including travellers on crulses).

"The statistics should not include travellers who, in the legal
sense, do not enter the country (air travellers who do not leave an
airport's transit ares, and similar cases).”
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2. After considering the report of the Conference, the Council on
16 December 1963 adopbed resolution 9925 X ’I}, which inber alis
"Urges the S*tatistical Commission and the Interrasional Unicn of
Officlal Travel Organizatiors to study the gquestion of the delirision

of the uerm.‘v1 itor® for statistical purposes, as proposed by the
Confaorence,

=z

3 The Commission wi'l -rish to consider methods by which statistics could
in practice ve colleched in termo of the proposcd defindition ard also whether
implementabion of the definition would incierse Iroutiesr Tormalities, hese
matiers might, in sore coartries, be of _mportance, particularly because of the
role theb the legal stabtus and employment status of persons crossing frontiers

play in the suggestrd definition.

b, In considering tue questlon of tourist shatistice, the Cermission has
emphasized the Dmportacce of nolt lacreasing obstacles to travel and the need for
co-ordinating tourist stalistics with the othner statistics of persons crossing
national frontiers, particulariy migration statistics (see Statistical Commission
resolutica 25 (IX) and E/3€33, peras. 130-132).

5. Tt witl be recalled tkat the Leagne of Netions (Official Journal,

February 1037, section 3840 and Annex 1635, appendix iI) made the following
suggestions

"T'o secure the comparability of interncbional tourist statisties,
the term ‘touristt shall, in priaciple, be inbternreted to mean azy
person travelling for a period of twenty-Lfour hours or more iun a country
other than that in which he usunally resides.

"The following are to be regarded as bourists:

"(1) Persons travelling [or pleasure, for domestic reasons, for
health, elc.;

"(2) Persons travelling Lo meebings or in a representative capacity
of any kind (scientific, administrative, diplormatic, religious, athletic,
ete. );

"(3) Visitors travelling for buciness purposes;

"(4) Visitors arriving in the course of a sea cruise, even when they

stay less then twenty-four hours. The lafter should be reckoned as a
separabe group, disregarding, if necessary, their usual place of residence.
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"The following are not to be regarded as tourists:

"(1) Persons arrivirg, with or without a contract, to take up an
occupation or engage in anyv business achivity in the country;

"(2) Other persons coming to establish a residence in the country;
jS A
"(3) Students and young persons in boarding establishuents or schools;

"(4) Residents ir a frontier zone and persons domiciled in one country
and working in an adjoining country;

"(5, Trevellers passing throrgh a country without stopping, even if
the journey taikes move than tweaty-Sour hours."

The deflinition suggested by the Lzague of Nations does not differ very marledly
from that suggested by the United Netioms Conference an International Travel and
Tourism, and it cen be assumed that the difficulties which have impeded the
collection of fully adeguate data ecccording to the former would in great measure
also apply to tihe latter. In view of the history of this matter, the Commission
nay feel that it would be wise first to direct investigation to methods by which
the desired type of data can be made availlable, leaving the guestion of
establishing an internationally agreed definition until considerable experience
had been acquired by countries in collecting dabta in the face of the modern
tendency to reduce formalities.
6. It appears that the task of collecting the data, together with related
data on tourist expenditures, is one of considerable difficulty and that progress
is wnlikely to result unless Governments are willing t devobe resources to
rational planning in the field. Perhaps a good way to start the planning would
be for the Commission to recommend that the Statistical Office of the United
Nations, in consultabion with the International Monetary Fund and with the
TUCTO, arrange a study of the subject by an expert followed by a meeting of a
group to which countries would send the officers responsible to examine and
discuss the recommendations of the study and to formulabte a set of technical
proposals.
T The views of the Commigsion are sought on the proposed definition and on

ways of improving the availability of data concerning the tourist trade.
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