ECONOMIC CONSEIL B/STAT/T

10 MAY 1946

AND ECONOMIQUE '~
_SOCI AL, COUNCIL ET SOCIAL ORICINAL: ENGLISE .

SUMMARY REPORT OF THEE FITTH MESTING OF THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION
Held at Funter Collegs, New York on Tuesday
7 May 1946, at 10:30 a.m.
Pressnt: Me. Bice (Chairman)
e, Complon
Mr. Mahalanobis
ifr. Sauvy

The Chairman calléd the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

Congideration was resumed of the stuggested draft reccumendation on
"General Provisions Respeching Statistics to be Incorporated in Agreerents
Between the United Nations and Specialized Agencies", It was agreed
that the draft would be read and consljered pavegrapk by paragreph. The
first four paragrepts of the reviged draft were agreed to vwith mincr
modifications.

A guestion was raigsed as to the intévp?etation of paragraph 5 of
the draft, and in particular as to 1ts application to clasgified
information, for exarpls. It appsared'tbat the guestion revolved about
terminology, and in perticvlar the use of the phrase "frecly available’.
Afver briefl discussion, it was agresd thut the Chalrman would prepare
a reviged draft of this paragreph to meet the objections reised,

The sixth paragreph wag agreed to with two modificatiuma.

Considerables discussion was dsvoted to ths text of paragraph 7
perteining to arrangements for reciprocal reprssentation of the United
Nations and speclalized agencies at sessions of the Statigtical Commission
and commitibees which the specialized agencies might establish. The
Commission agreed in principle that such proviaicns sghould be made, although
the precise details of the avrangement to be suggesied Wefe not agreed upcn.
It wag pointed cul thet this problem is common to all Commissions of the

Bconomic and Socisl Council aud that any terms of agreement om this point



E/sTAT/T
Page 2

with specialized agencies will iz all probability be uniform., In the
light of this discussion, the Chairmen was asked to prepare a reviged
draft for consideration by the Commission, recognizing that it may be
necessary to yisld in some perticulars to conform to a common pattern.
Tt was apreed likewise that the second sentence of the paragreph might
be covered under peragrept 4, and that this possibility might be
congidered in the redrafting.

The text of paregrerh 8 was agreed to, bubt the Commiesion concluded
that this peragraph should precede the proposed paragraph 7.

Tt was agreed that Turther comsideration of the text of this propesed
recoumendation would Le deferred pending preparation of the reviged draft.

The Commission thereuron procceded to conmsideratioa of relationships
with national ard international non-governmental organizatlons in the
field of statistice. Ieferconce was mede to the working papers which
hed been suhmitted to the Commissicn on the Intermational Statisbical
Iﬁétitute (E/STAT/W.T7 - 26 April 1946) and on the Inter-American
Statistical Institute (E/STAT/WelB - 29 April 1946). The Chairman
requested. permission tc izvite Mr. Earl Latham to sit at the table to
present additional information on the subjsct under discumsion. The
Cormlegion agreed,

It waeg peinted out that when the Intermational Statisticel Tnabitute
wag established it wag the only agency in existeunce for co-crdiuation
ard promotion of developmnrut of world statistizs. It was largely
displaced by the League of Nationg but retained a somswhat precarious
foothnll in the collection of gtatistics., As a result of the circumstances
described in the working paper (E/STAT/W.T7) the Institute is now faced
with the question whether to sesk to retain a role in the collection and
analysis of world statistics, cr to move toward a more strictly
rofessional and promotive role.

Certain differences between -the International Stahistical Iastitute

and ths Inter-American Statletical Institute weie pointed to ag having
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a bea:‘ing on cumicl “ab ton of th.“, rgufe,a‘bi;;z. It wae m iwted for
exarple, that IA has as\z*m@m am'i ie proposing to assume some ac‘thtles
of o official or semi- c*»i’:t“icz:law Pha’mcter vhich ISI has never undertalken.

The nmpowﬁz that TASI bemm@ the statlatlcal arm of the-Pan Amsrican

P4

B

Uniéﬁ was menti@n:& i this Cowxect¢un, =
Mr. Lataan.wng a&kfa to commers n spiciidc » questicons hﬂiCh might

be considersd as having a hearing on prerarations for the~meeting~0f the

Ir.\i;e nevional Stétistical Ina'uituté viich 1t 1g plasmed-to hold -in
Waﬂhingtoxx, D.C., inﬂl9h‘(’ . Mr. Ifr.ft;hagn cemoiked that the 1047 mesting
provides an ouvportunity for expencion. of the Tmwsitute through election
of méw'nwﬁ&urs_ and Tor 1itc revivifiaéﬁian‘and e redefinition-of its role
in vorld etatistics. e suggested, 7"&"&,:3;1“ , that ths Comulssion-might
decm it importaat to devote some theoucls to the.lind of role-the Institute
wight play. Ee observed that a,;j:1 ough-the passidle role of the.Inghitute
might ausrear to be .overed by the Stotistical Ccommlselon-end other-organs
of the United Ne%iona, there are severil pousinle activities-which the
Institute might Logicelly unaemaz;;:“ (1) to serve-as.a ~supreme court!
of statietics, conctituting a-zource of advice end appeal--on sbatigtical
problens, in & rols.gimilar "to that. of “the Arericrn Statdstlcal
Asscoiation whth-respect to aginclss of the. United-States Goverpmerrt, -

“ ag for example, in commection with a conflict of oninion on the -validity
of a ccet-of liviag indsx; (2) to furction as a professionzl. associstlon
in a role similar to tlat of professional.asiociations in the United: States
in the inprovement of stenlards and repres:ntabion of the imterests of
statisticiang -as such; (3) to constitute-a gource-of leadership.-in world
statistlcal deveispmeat, in a role similer in part-to'that of the
Inter-fArsrican Stam,s;bioal Iagtitute, recognizing that the existence--of
well-developed statistical gygtems is egsentlel to the objsctives-of The

' United Naticng. . I"c; wag poinved out that none of these. three altsrratives

ls exclusive of the others but that the Tnstitute’s role might be a

combination of then.
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The views of the President and the Secretary-General of the

Tnbernationol Statigtical Inshibtute with respect to the role of the
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cwe atoributed to some “1t1 h and United States
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membere, were reffered to in this comnechion as a basis for the suggestion

Insvitute, e we

that the Institute might function as an Internat 1onal Statistical Academy.

It was pointe & ouv that this idea would involve ahandoment of the

Tnatitute's pretentions bo an "offfcial” ro*e annd that oplnion among

Tnetitute members is not uranimcus on this point. At least cne meriber

of the Institute hes expressed tle hoge that it will cling to its prgsent
functions in ths field of damogreoq1c statistics.

It was poirted cut Shat r cqmmendations of ths Statigtical Cqmpission
on the role of the Inatitute or of the Inter-Auericen Stabigtical Instjtuta
would have nc legal eifect. It appeeied to'ﬁe the consensus of the
Cormission, nevertheless, “hat it>sh0uld consiler the cuestion as having
a posgible bearing on retomisn \dations concerning gtatietical agtivitles

»

of the Secreteriat. It was indicabted further that the Cormission hopes

\

to utilize fully such world orzanizations as exist to promote improvement

of world statishice. The poiunt wes mecde also tiat the Intermational

Statistical Tnatitute may be said So heve cfficial statue in one sense,
gince ite permenent office was supporied largely by governme-t‘
contrirutions, and furthsr that there is a:pcssibiiity that 1t may be
brought into relaticmship wibh UNESCO. | &

The view was expresged that ths stabistical Commission in any evenb
is cozpetent to sesk improvement of world s vabishics, whether through
official or unoificial ascurces. Trere was agreement oﬁ{thi; poiant, but
objection was raised to its anplication iritially %o & 8pec iéic question
of continuance or dlsgcontinuance of a particular activity.

Mr. Kogenborg was asked to comment cn the relationships betveen
tae League of Nationg and the Interpational Statighical Iﬂstlt te. Ie

replied that there were mo formal relationghips tut continmal personal .

- h ° 3 o " -
and de fTacto relationships. The Instituts was asked for data in the same



B/STAT/7
Page 5

way that the Leagve approached any other organization.
At this point the Commiselon decided to defer further discuszion
af this topic until the next meeting.

Tnereunon the weeving was adjouraned at 12:50 p.m. uwntil 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, 8 May 196,
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