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Beld at Hunter College, Wew York on Monlay
6 May 1946, at 10:30 a.m.

Present: Mr, Rice (Chairman)
My, Camplon
Mr, Mahalanobile
Mp, Scuvy

The Chairmen called tﬁe meeting to order at 10:30 a.,m. end introduced
Dr, Germano Jeardim of the Brazilien Institute of Geography and Statistilcs,
who con%eyed to the Commission the compliments of Dr. Teixeira Ge Freitas.
Dr, Jardim report.: thalb although Dr. Teiveira de Freitas had been compelle
to decling. appointment Lo the Commiseion, he will sefve with the group
in spirit and &ill be happy to co-operate in its work in every possible
way.

A letter was introdnced from Dr. D.K. Lieu, addressed to the Assistent
Secretary-General for Economic Affairs under date of 17 April }9&6,
oxpressing regret t@at Dr. Lieu expected to be unavoidabl& detained and
therefore would be "a little late in attending'" the first session of the
Commission.

The Commigsion then proceeded to congider further prcposed
recommendations concerning statistical activities formerly carried on by
the League of Natlons, Mr., Rosenborg was asked to resume presentation of
his oral report. He made brief reference to gome of the points covered in
his "Working Paper on the Statistical and Research Activities of the Lségue
of Nations" (B/STA™ W.2 - 26 April 1946) and commented on the status of
the activities described in peragraphs 6, 7; 8 and 9. He desgcribed as
excellent the working relationships between the Committes of Statistical

Experts and the Secretariat of the League of Nations, end outlined briefly

the mﬁthodé and procedurses involved in thsse relationsghips,.

N,



M», Ruaerborz *scussed a nukber of points cqnce:ping studlss prepared
under the sponsorship of tne Commlttes of Statistical Experte and its
sub-coumittoes. KHe pointed out the dimtinctlon between resclutions
formally adopted by a committee or sub-comnitiee and technical studies
prepared by individual experts which are gometimes published aa appendixes
ﬁo the committee or sub-committee report, This point wea iliustrated by
reference to the draft veport cn national income statistics and 1ts
%ppendixes, a copy of which, along with other reports, had been diﬁtribuyed
to memvers of the Commission at its meeting 3 May 1946.

At this point Mr. Rosenborg was asked to comment on the relationship
betiween the Committee of Statistical Erxperts and such extramgoverhmental or
or non-governmental groups as the Conference on Resssrch in Income and
Wealth in the United States. He replied that there wag no collaboration
as such with such organizations since the Leegue was an inter-governmental

body; the Sub-Coruittes on National Income Statistics, however,

for exauple
included in its membershin individuals vio were also members of the
national income confersnce. This question was raised to illustrate one of
the problems involved in formulating eunswers to the questions raised in
paragraph 10 of Mr. Rosenlborg's paper, to which discudsion wes then directec
» It wasg péinted out that the principal convern of the Statistical
Coxmisgicn in this connection is to insure that the important statistical
publications and othsr work of the league whicih ig now in progress be
contimied without any hiatus, and that the Comaissicn at this point shouid
defer passing Judgeument on the value of particular porticne of the work;
detailed appraisul should be left for congidoreilicn hy the permansnt
Conmisslon at a latsr session. It was suggesgted that for various reagons,
it would be imappropriate for the Commisgion to undertake detailed
conslderation ox c@mmiﬁments on. these activities at the present session.

t wag indicated furthermore that in some respects the basis of

relationships with non-governmental sgencies, for example, may b2 different



Pége 3

for the United Nationg than for the League and that the method of
tveatrent of such problems, thersfoie, may be medified.

A distincticn was mede bebtween provision for contiruing the

gtatistical work of the Loague of Nelions and continuing the Leagus's
several commitbees snd sub-committees in stabtistical fields as guch,
Tt wee indicated that soue edjustments will be needed to bring such
groups as tke Sub-Commitvec on Balanco of Payueats Statistics, for
example, into reletion with the Internmational Monetary Fund and the
International Bank for Reconatruction and Develonment.

Some discussion was devoted at thls point to- the questlon whether the
gub-comaittees of the Lesgre's Comnlttee of Stabistical Experts ghould
contimue their work snd publicaticn un the present basis -1 e 5. hould

ublicetions appear as League of Naticns publications or United Nations
publications? Reference was made in this ccommection to the resolution
adopted by the Ascembly of the Lesgus of Natlcns at its Twenty-First
Ordinery Seesion et Ceneva on 18 April 1946 (A.32 (1), 1946, X.), whkich
provides:

"y, (1) Tae offisiels of the Secratorist baving received notice of
terminat on of <reilr engagelonite ag Tius July \ist nsx%, such staf
ghal’ be egnloycd o may Lo waquived for tae prrpogse of carrying ou*
the lAqulwubloﬂ and - meinlaiving in orsretlcu the deparsuents and
gervices oi tiwe Ld“ to woashever civent i necessary l1n oraes
that ths ”ﬁi;&i K unds~ the bogt powsible conditions,
asgume those a:t¢v “orto performed by trs League which it

1
decides to asiuis and ake vor tne material agssots which are to be
tranaferred to 1€,

e c*l' (

It was agreed thabt this quesiion is not poculiar to the League
activities coming wiithin tho competence of the Statistical Commiseion,
and thersfore thet it would be appropriate only for the Commission to draw
attention to the probiem but len we ite solution to bs worked out by the
Secrenary-Ceneral, Tue sgend decision was reached with respect to a
specific question reised by Mr. Rosenborg as to finencial arrangements,

Mr. Rosenborg indicated that the Leegue budget provided for necessery

s . .. . .
activities during the remsinder of 1946 vut pointed out that activities
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ere being financed in part by funds from the Rockefeller Foundation under

a grant waich will explre on the dgge of expiration of thé League of Nation
He also mentionel the diffioglty of holding together a gqualified sﬁaff
during a period of uncsrtainty ag to future prospeots, and agked that the
period of uncexrtainty be as short as possible.

The Commigsion expresgsed i£s desire to be as helpful as possible in
expediting negotiations  on these. arvangements, but indicated its reluctance\
to Tormulate vecormendations irplying commitments which might not be
acceptable to the Secretary-Genexal.

Mr. Rosenborg expressed & belief that the Secretary-General of the
League had coantemplated & ccnsiderably shorter period than six to twelve

months fer completion of arrangements for liquidation or trangfer of
activities to the United Nations.

Following a brief discussion of spscific aspects of financial
arrangements and of the specific portions of the League's statistical
activities whkichk should be covered in the Comuission's recommendation,
the gecretary was agked to prepare a draft recommendation incorporatlng
the conclueions reached by the Commission, Subsequently such a draft vas
submitted and with some modifications wes agreed to as follows:

The Statisticel Commission congidsrs 1t of the utmost
importance to meke immediate arrvongements to maintaln without
irterruption the valuable statistical work of the Eccnomic,
PFinancial and Trensit Deperctment of the Leesgue of Nations and
other statistical activitles carried on under the sponsorship
of the Teague.

In crder o ingure continuity in this work the Statistical
Commisgion recormends that existing arrengements, now effective
until 31 July 1946, vespecting the activities and staff of the
Economic, Financial and Trensit Department of the League of
Natlone, and such other arrengements as may be nscessary with
respect to other statistical activities of the Leagus, be
extended for a period of six months to one year, should
this prove nscessary, in order to provide time for the Secretary-
General to examine this work, formulate plens, and make proposals
for their future disposition for congideration by the Statistical
Commission,

Mr, Rosenborgz was then asked to describe the character of the .
o

organization, facilities, and personnel of the Economlc, Financial and
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Transit Deparﬁment of the League, ﬁe referred to a memorandum prepared
for the Assictant Secretary-General for Conferences and General‘Services
of the United Nations for use in negotiations at CGeneva, which contains
detailed informasion on thése pointg. Ee reporteld orally, however, on
some of the main points such as perscanel, library facilities, statistical
archives, budget ard thie lilke,

A pecess wes taken at 12:35 p.m. until 2:00 p.m.

At 2:10 p.m. the meeting wes reconsened by the Chairman,

Reference wag wmade to a draft of a auggeste@ recommendation on "General

Provisions Respecting Statistics to be Incorporated in Agreements Between

the United Tabions and Spocialized Agencies,” and the Commission proceeded
to consgider tais draft,

It wes pointed out Shat agreemente mey have been entered into with
some of the sueciallzed cgeucies befors the next session of the Statistical
Commigsion, end that the Cogmissicn therefore should consider at least
the general principles which it wishes to reccumend with respect to
treatment of gtatistical activitieg in such agreements,

It was re-cmphasized at this point that it would be impossible for the
Secretariat of the United Netions to undertete all statistical work for all
specialized agencies which might be brought into reletionship with the
United Nations; some general statistical gervices canm be pravidedhby the
Secretariat for all agencies; it is desirable to avoid tnnecessary
duplication, but not to compartrentalize stavistical activities completely,
or to exclude the United Nationg altogether from any statistical actlvities
in fields of competence of particular specialized agsncies.

It was indiccued that the sdggested drelt recommendalion presented
fcr consideration by ths Commission had been prespered on the agsvmption
thet ths Comm.rslon would fuvour estahlishment of an éffective cemtral
statistical organization within the Sscrstariat of the United Nations which

would have functions comparable in some respects to those of the British



Centrel Statigtical Office and the Division of Statlstical Stendards in
the U.S, Buvreaun of the Budget. Discugsion of thls concept disclosed
that the Commiasgicn is in sgresmeut with this general principle, Some
queations were raised\as to the relationships lmplied beltwesn the
Etatistical Commioeion and the Sccretarliat and the extent to which the
Commiszion itself might be expecte? to perforn exscutive functions. The
Comnission agieed that its role would be technicel end advisory, and that
1t should not asaﬁme responaibility For executive tasks carried on by the
Secretariat or the specialized ageaciss, The point was made, however,
that this coaclusion does notv imply amy abdicstlen of responsibility or
authority by the Commiasion‘for sereutinizing asnd making recommendations
on any agpect of statlisticel matters In its coupetence,

Following this discussion of principles, the Commlssion proceeded to
conglder gpecific items In the suggested dralt recommendation. Thé firat
three pavagraphs of the dvaft were agreed to as modified.

With wespeet to the fourth pazragraph of the draft some question was
raised as to the degres of collabouration betwsen tlie United Nations and the
gpeclaelized agencliss in the formulabion of plens for "any new major
gtatistical activiity or reséarch project invelving the collection, enalysie
or diszemination of inforwation." It was pointed out that certaln
practical difficulties might arise in lumplementing such a statement. The
view was exprossed, nowever, that even though perfection could not be
attained, a begianing effort should be made in this direction, and that
incresaing effectiveness and accomplishment over a pericd mlght be hoped
for, On this point ths Commigslon was in agrecment; it was the concensus
that provigion ghould be ﬁa&e for the machinery of co-operation, although
the Commisgion should not try to phrase a "treaty"” but should aim at the
splrit snd general principles‘which ghonld govern in this field.d The

Chairmen was asked to revise the text of this paragraph of the draft to

glve expresgion to this conclusion.
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With reference to paragraphs 5 sund 6 of the draft, pe:taining to
exchange of statistical informatlon and provisions for simultaneous
tranemittal of data to the United Nations and sp@cialized agencies,
discussion disclosed that some difficulties might be eaticipated with
respect to certain types of data. It wee agreed that the texts of these
paragrapha should be revised to include a statement of the purpose
intended, and to vestrict the procedural arrengements proposed to types
of statistical information with reespect to which mutual sgreement can be
worked ocut between the Secretariat of Unlted Nations and the specialized
agencies, The Chalymen wes asked to subtmit a new dreft ircorporating
these conclusions.

Some medification of the last paragraph of the draft was also agreed
to, oo as to provide for reciprocal representation of specialized agencies
and the Statistical Commisgion in discussion of problems of muatual concern,
and for continuing relationshipe between the proposed Statistical Ce-
ordinating Committee and the Statisticel Commission. The Chairman was
asked to include this point in his revised draft. A question was raised
as to whether the Statistical Co-ordinating Committes would be concerned
with definition of the fields of competence of the specialized agencies in
statistical activities, It was agreed that this would not be a function
of the Committee, but that the Committee is intended to serve rather as ’

a working group to adjudicate differences within the framework provided
by the Statistical Cormission, and to some extent also to consider the
relative intensity of work within perticular fields.

Consideration was turned at this point to the question‘of‘disposition
of working papers which had been submitted to the Commigsion but which had
not been acted upon gpecificelly. It wag agreed that the members of the
Commigsion should study the rapers to determine whether eny general
gquestions of principle which should be considered at this session have been

overlooked, but that detailed consiceration sghould be deferred to a
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later session of the permanent Commission, Tme point was made that the
pépers}had been exﬁremaly helpful to the Commigsion in its consideration
of bréader questions of organization and policy, alticugh resolution of
the substantive problems dealt with in meny of them could not be
accomplished at this seggion. It was ﬁndicated further that when these
probléms are considered at subaoquontisassiOﬂs, the Comnmission will wish
to have avallable not only this materiél but also similar meberial which
would reflect later developments and formation of additional specialized
ageﬁcies. ‘ |

With reférence to item 10 of the ALenda - preliminnzy consideration of
relationships with statistical agencies of member stuice-tne Commission
congidered the desirability of formulating a recommendation looking
toward the establisiment of focal points within national govermments for
co-ordination of statistical activities related to international
organizations, The actions tuken or plamned by the United States and
Great Britain along this line were mentioned in this conmection. It was
agreed, however, that no formal rscommendation atiould be made on this
point,

A suggestion was made that the Commission might wish to comsider action
8lso looking toward the establighment within the Secretariat of an
inventory of statisticel resources, including s:iira-governmental and non-
go&ernmental agencies as well as naticnal statistical systems. Reference
vag made in this comnection to the valuable work along this line of the
Inter-American Statistical Institute. It wag agreed that this point should
be covered by appropriate language in the Commission's recommendations on
the statistical. functions of the Secretariat, .

Tﬁe meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.in. ﬁntil 10:30 a.m., Tuesday,

7 May 1946,



