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The Cheirmen celled the meet ng to order at 10:30 a.m. and reported
to tﬁe Conmisgion on a conversst on with Mr, Kaméniv&(ASSistant to
Mr. Gromyko of the Un.on of Scviel Soclelist Republics Delecation to
the United Nations). According to Mr. Kereniv, -a Mr. Chernikov whom
he described c8 ¢ distingished economist, lelt Moscow on 21 A1ril end
is now'en route to this country, presumebly to serve as a member of the
Statistical Cowﬂjésion-

The Chairman reviewed brieéfly progress on consideration of agenda
‘items end proposed that the Commission strive to complote discussion by
Thursdey, 9 Mey. If this qoel is aéhieVed; it was suggested that the
Commission might recess until Tvesday, 1L4'Msy and then meet again to
consider a draft of the Cumn’ssion's report which would heve been preparcd
during the' recess. The Comiission condurred in the suggested schedule
and agreed also to recess at the close of the morning meeting today and
&o meet agein at 10:30 a.m. Monday 6 May:

The Commigsion then turned to the considerats on .of sbatistical
activities of the League of Nations. The 'Working P#£per on the Statistical
and Research ﬁoti%ities of the League of Nations“,hpfepggﬁed-by
Mr. A. Rosenborg (E/STAT/W.2 « 26 April 1946) wes introducend, and

Mr. Rosenborg wee asked to report orally +to the Commission on gFOHWe



EETASE St

Page 2

agspects of the present status of the organization and work of the
Economic, Financial and Transit Department of the League. Mr. Rosenborg
referred to the f. llowing documents which had been distributed to
meribers of the Cormigsion:
1. League of Nations, International Conference Relating to
Economic Statistics (26 Wovermber to 14 Decerber 1928).
2. League of Nations, Report on the Work of the League During
the War, submitted to the Asseribly oy the Acting Secretary-General
(Geneva, October 1945).
3. The Econonic and Financial Organization of the League of
Naticng - A Survey of Tvwenty-five Years' Experience - by
Martin Hill (CONFIDENTIAL) (Carncgie Endownment for International
Peace, Washington, 1945).
L. Loague of Nations, Studice and Reports on Statistical Methods,
Nos. 1-6.
5. League of Natlons, Cormittee of Statistical Experts; Reports
to the Council on the Work of the First, Second, Third, Fourth
Fifth, Sizth, Seventh and Eighth Seseions.
6. League of Nations, Committee of Statistical BExperts, Report of
the Sub-Committee on Wational Incone Statistics - Princeton{
New Jersey, April 1946.
7. League of Nations, Cormittee of Statistical Experts, Sub-Cormittee
on Banking Statistice, Draft Report - Princeton, Wew Jersey,
March 1946,
8. League of Nations, Committee of Statistical Experts,
Sub-Cornmittee on Balaace of Payments Statistics, Note on Balance
of Payments Statisticp - Princeton, New Jersey, December 1945,
9. Mencrandvm on the League of Hations Comrmittee of Statistical
Experts, by E. Dana Durand, 25 April 1946.
10. TUnibted Kingdon Delegation to the United Nations, paper on
Composition of the Commission of the Economic and Social Council

(E/COMMISSIONS/2 - 30 April 1946).
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Mr. Rosenborg's remarks wefe directed principally to proviesions of
the Intevrnaticnal Convention Relating to Economic Statistice and the Final
Act of the Internatlonal Confervence Rolating to Economic Statistlcs -
(the English and French texts of which are contained in the first of the
documents listed above).

In response Lo o gquestion on the present status of the Coumlttee
of Statistical Experts, Mr. Roscnborg replied that the League Council,
by o TObolution odopted on the outbreak of the war, had provided for
contimuation of this and other coumlttees "until further notice",

Mr. Rogenborg sugg coted that it voulﬁ be unnccessary to apmend the
‘Intexnationul Convention Relating to Economic Statistics in substance,
but that the Statistical. Commission might wish to‘draw the situation ©o
the attention of the Economic and Social Council and make'recommendations
08 to interpretation or modification of the Convention, with particular
reforence to Article 8, which is in part obsclete.

Considerable discussion was devoted to the legal status of the
Conventio:, ‘It was Lhe consenus of this discussion that if no action
is taken the Convention will continus in operation to the extent that it
is now operative; and thot the porticular means of accormplieghing nny

nodification or re—negoti vtion, whether by individual emendrnient or over-all

enamllng act, would heve tn be considcred by legal experts.

The Commissi@n discuused the relntive advantages of seeking amendmedt

or roc-negotiation of the Convention and of allowing it to becone
inoperativevénd be reploced during the course of time by other instruments
which will be dove oped through the Unifed ﬁations. Subsequently during
the mecting it was'agreed that, 8ince no legnl action is needed to countinus
the Comvention in Operwthﬂ to the extent that it is now operative, the
Cormission would not include a recommendation on this point in its report
to Feonomic and Social Council. This conclusion was based on the
assvmption that the Commiésion, when it is established as a permonent body.

would consider and forrmlate recormendaticng on the Convention and the

Annexes therveto.
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Sore discussion wos devoted also to the Aunexes to tﬁe Convention.
A question was railsed as %o the extent to which thermaterial contoined
in the Annexes ig in nead,of refiew. Mr. Rosenbofg pointed out that
the Articles of the Convention providsd only for "general acceptance of
the principles naderlyiﬁé” the Annexes.

Wheﬁ the discussion turned to the considerction of the work of
the Leaguc's Corrittee of Statistical Experts, Mr. Rosenborg was
requested to/inform the Cormisgion of the status and presont,momberehip
of the Coumittee. Mr. Rogenborg replied that the following meubers
of the Cormittee are still alive: €., Bruschweller QSwitzerland);
R.E. Cozts (Cznoda); E. Cohn (Demmark); Dana Durand (United Stotes);
M. Huber (France); G. Jehn (Norway); ©. Morgenstern (Austria);
E.szturm de Sztrem.(Poland). The vacancy arising from the death-of
Sir Alfred Flux (United Kingdor) heog not been filled, as the Eeague\
Councill hasg not ret since carly in the war. Mr. Rosenborg'repedtedrﬁmat
the Commilttee has indefinite tenvrs, since the.last action -of the league
Council, which provided for its continuation uprtil furthor -notice, has
not been revoked ond the Council is no longer in existence.- The-view'
wag expreoded. that the excellent work ond experience of thiS-Commﬁtteo‘
should 1ot Pe allowed to lapse entirvely. The Cormission agreed t©o
include in its roport to the Economic and Social Council a-recommenda{iqnx
that the Stat;stical Cormission take over as soon ag possible-the
functicone of the Coumittee of Statistical E%pe1$s. It was-agreed fmrtbééi
that some provision éhould be made for continuing ths/statisﬁidak‘work’
and publications of the League of Natliong. TFormulation of a.
recomendation on this point, however, was doferred to-a later meeting, - ;
as it was degre&'dosirablo for thegCommiséion to corplete its study of .

v

docunents covering-this subject and to hear further from Mr. Rosenbors,

he meeting was adjourned at 12:33 p.m., until 10#30 a.n.,

Mondzy, 6 May.
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