UNRESTRICTED

ECONOMIC CONSEIL pmars
AND. .. .. . . ECONOMIQUE v 1046
SOUAL, COUNCIL =~ ET SOCIAL ORIGINAL' ENGIISH

SUMMARY REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE STATISTICAL COMMTSSION.
‘Héld at Hunter College, Wew York on Wednesday,

1 May 1946, at 10:30 a.m, : "

" Present: Mr. H. Campion (U.K.) ,
: Mr, P, C. Mahalonobis (India)
Mr. Stuart A. Rice (U,S.A.)
Mr. A, Sauvy (France)

The sessgion wes. opened by uhe Assistant Seoretary-General for
Eeonomic Affairs who welcomed the members of the Comm1631on and called
Tor nominations for the ofxlce of Chalrman of the Commlsgion. Mr.
Stuart A.- Rice was ﬁomjnated as Chairman and the nomination was
seconded. There being no further nominations for@hcqming, Mr, Rice
was declared .elected. o

The Chairman introduced the Provisional Agénda (E/STAT/i ~
26 April 1946) which was a&opted after very brief discuas*on. -

The Provisional Rules of Propedure proposed‘b) the Secretarlat
for the First Sessiong of the Gomm1551ons of the Econamic and Social
Council (E/COMMISSIONS/L - 26 April l9h6) were adonted as the Rules
of Procedure for the Statlstlcal Camm1851on, It was agreed howevar
that election of a v1ce~chairman would be deferred until later during
the first session when other mbmbers of the Commlssion may arrive.

- An understanding was reached alao that any action taken by the
Commigsion may be reviewed and recon51dered when qtger members arri%e
subsequently during the first sessiqn. In this éohnection it was N
noted that a communication had been recei&e& froijf,’Gunnar-ﬁahn
(Norway) indicating acceptance 01 his appointment to the Commlssion

but stating that he would be unable to be pres ent at the First Session.
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It was nﬁte& glso that Mr. D. K. Lieu (China) likewise has accepted
appointment to the Commission end may arrive in this country in time
for later meetings of the Flret Session., No nominations to the
Commission have yet been received from UQSR or Ukraine., Mr Teixeira
de Freitas (Brazil) has, declined,memberahip on the Commission.

A working paper prepargd‘by:Dr. Dﬂty. Oberdgrfer on "Termg of
Reference of the Siatistical Commission' (E/éTAT/W.8 - 29 April 1946)
wag introduced and it was agreed than the content of the paper should
be considered pointgpy po;gt With reference to item 2 (a) of the
Texmg of Reference of the S{oatiafo‘ical Commission (E/30 - 22 February 1946
the meaning of the phrase "cc-ordination of national statistics" was
quesﬁioned. After soﬁé:discuésion 1t was agreed théat the ‘Commisaion
would recomﬁéné. fo the Economic and Social Council that thie section
of the Terms of ?ef@renée be revised so as to provide that:

"2, fThe Commissién shall agsist the Council: “

(a) 1n promctlng tbe dewelonment of naticnal statistics and
the improvoment of their comparesbility;"™ . . ! .

ﬁuring the course of this discvesion 1t was enphesized that the
Commission should not ettempt %ozﬁerform functions which can be undertaken
by the Secratariat oﬁ the one hand oy b& the gpecielized sdencies on the
other, ConéiderationAwaé given to the extent to which the Commission
ghould confine itaself ﬁo generai pri@ciples. It was pointed out:that

this question is releted to the question of the orgenizetion of

statistical services within the Sescretériet, to be discussed subseguently,

N L

Considerstion was given also to the question of allocation of ‘work

i

- “ N f "+ r,Q .
betw@en the Statistical Cormission, comuittees, sub-commisslons of

exnertg wzth Wimited terms of reéérence and the Socratariat, No-decision

e
t

was reached at tbie point on recommendat1ons corcerning’ guch allocation,
Some discussioanas devoted to ﬂeneral aspects -of thé velationshilps
w1th speclallzed agenuies, and it was agreed that discussion at this

[

stage would be llmlted to a general plan’ vhich would ‘recognize the
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primary statistical interests of spec.alize % mcieg 1z their fie}fig.
A question was reised as tonhiéh agencies V«; 1 38 involved inésuch a
plan, The agencies ligted were: Thae Food ¥ Agricultﬁée éfganizqtion;
The Provisional International Ciﬁﬂl wiabic sganization; Internatiqnal
Labour Organization; Internatior 1) 1 .ietary i" 3 Internatic*a]i Bank for
Reconstruction and Developmar:) tr United ¥ ions Educationaly
Scientific and Cultural Oréaf.:at'on. Tt 7 ¢ ‘ndicated that tJiﬁ list
includes only those agsnclies alr ady i oexd témce, and that e:allar
problems will be comsideved tith -espec. to .any other agercies to be
brought into relaticapuip wi- v “he Unit " ﬁg,jona. It was poiuted out
that'thé Commission can only & o3 and i.ake recommendationsvgo the
Econcmic apd Social Council @.l <he Sec-:Laxr at on these quas%ionsi
The point was made that althou h "t nwe!, be i.cognized that the ’
gpecialized agency has the pr mery interz=h 1 ctatistics in ité fields,
the United Nations Secretariat is rot prccimd .4 from work in snch fislds,
A vecess was taken at 12:20 »,.m, unh.l £ 20 p.m.

At 2:00 p.m. the meeting ve. roconverod | the Chailrmon and
discussion was resuned of relasiorships wish . Secretarict and
gpecializad agencies. It was agreed that =nf’ cigicn reachsd by the
Comsission on rocomuendations concerning v it ¢f gooclalizel agincles
would not neccesgrily apply to functions ¢f the osited Natlons
Secretariat.,

In connection with discussion of the du-:lousnt of shatistical
gervices of the Secvebariat it wes noted thal Bhe Aszisbtant Secretary-
General “or Economic ﬁffai?s had reﬁor+ed th..o, by egreeuent with the
Aggletart Secretery-Censral for Social ﬁffaixg;xtia Dapastrent of
Economic Affaira will be the locvs of the sta:.sti~al worlk of the
Secretariat, serving all organs of Unived Naviwona.

The Head of the FEconomic, Financial aad Tramﬂif Depaﬁﬁm@nt ol the
League of Nationg (vho 18 serv1ng ag a technlcal oonsultant to the

Commission) was asked to describe the experiencs of the League of Nations
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particuiariy ag to the rel&ﬁionéfbeﬁween thé Secreteriat and the Committee
of Sfatistical Bxperts. A working papér on this topic had beén prepared\
for congideration of the Comﬁieaién, aﬁﬁ”éxcefpts from thig paper were
presented., It was pointed owut that the Committee of Statisticel Experts
relied oﬂ the éagretariat Tor reporis on perticular matters which were
prepared in éoﬁsultation with experts., Inﬁermatfonal LabourAOrganization
and other agehciéé wexre feprasented on the Committee of Statistical
Experts.

Returuing t5 its discussion of ite own Terms of Refeience, the
Comanission agreed to adopt ¢z & working procedurs a proposal that Dr.
Ober&orfef's paper, as revirod after discussion by the Conmission, might
gerve ag a par£ of or Appeﬁaix to the Commission's report to the~Econ§mice
and Social Coﬁncil, in or 'er to give expression in extensoto the -
Coﬁmission’s own inferpre%ation of its Terms of Reference., A drafting
committee was designated ﬁo prepare the revisglons in the document
indicated by further diah&saﬁon.at subsequent meetings, It was agreed
subsequently thet final “ormulation of the Commiseglon's interpretation
of its Tewms of Reference should be deferred, inasmuch as discussion of
subgtantive problems at leter meetings might heve & bearing on these
interprécations.

A suggéstian by th2 Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Affairs
as to the definition of the Commigsion's task was presented as follows:

1. to formulete géneral principies which should govern the

collection and }résent;tion of national ehatistics

2. to lay down s£andards of’

(&) adequecy ‘ “
() comparabiiity |
3. to advise on the solution of>spécific stetistical problems
Some discuseion was devoted\to’the‘méaning of the phrase
A"interpretatidns and &iséeminétiéﬁ’of statistical informstion” in item

2 {d) of the Terms of Reference (E?Sd - 22 February 1946). It wes agreed ,
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however, that clarification of this point should be deferred until there
had been an opportunity to coneult with'other commissions., It was pointed
out that no arbitrary compartmemtalization is desirable and that all
commissions must work together. It was pointed out further that the
Commigsion only advises and recoumends, and fherefore that this queétion
hes lese importance for the Commission than for the work of the:
Secrebariat. A -

A question was ralsed whether the paragraph on "Promoting the
Improvement of Statigtics” in Dr. Oberdorfer's paper (E/STAT/W.8 - 29
April 1946 - page 4} is broad enough, particularly with reference to -
activities of the Sccreteriat., The questicn was referved to the drafting
committee.

‘Some discussion was devoted to interpretation of the Terms of"
Reference epplicable to esppointment of gub-commissions and committees.
It was indicated that the Commission understands that a distinction is
intended between the terms "sub-commission" end "committee." This
distinction appears to be baged on two factors: the question of
appointment of voting members of groups which are established to advise
the Economic and Social Council, and bﬁdgetary consideratioﬁs‘ The
understending of the Commission is that it may recommend to the Economic
and Sooial‘Céuncii the appointment of sub-commigsions of experts, with
their own limited Terms of Refersn%e, to study particular problems;

but that the Commission 1tself might appoint suitable ad hoc committees

from emong its own meumbpers. It was pointed out that Rule 8 of the Rules

of Procedure suggested by the Secretariat (E/COMMISSIONS/1 ~ 26 April 10L6)
provides that "The Commission may?make arrangements through the Secretariat
for the presentation of information on subJjects within the competence of
the Commission by qualified persons." It is the Commission's understanding
that this provision i1s applicable likewise to commitiees appointed by

the Commission from among its own membership.
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The question was Paimed-whether methods of sampling come within the
gcope of the competence of the Commission. The quéstlon was. answvered
affirmatively, by reference to item 2 (e) of the Teims of Reference
(E/30" - 22 Februsry 1946). It wes agreed also thet this item in the
Terms of Reference should be interpreted to include the nge of statistics.
It was agreed furtheir that these statements and others which may be agreed
to subsequently by the Commission will be incorporated in formal = -
recommendations or other documents interpreting the Commiseion's Terms
of Reference, to be subaitied to the Economic and Social Council.

There being no further discussion at th}s point of the Commission's
Terms of Reference, it was proposed that item 6 of the Agenda (E/STAT/1 -
?é6 April 1946) be taken up. It was agreed, howsver, that coﬁﬁidsration of

this item should be deferred until members of the Commission hed an
opportunity to read the working paper which had been prepared on this
topic. Accordingly this item will be the first order of business at the
next meeting, at which consideration of recommendations concerning
statistical organization and functions of the Secretariat will also be
taken up. |

Decision was reached tnat the Commission ¥ill meet regularly &t
10:30 a.m., recess from approximately 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., and
adjourn at approximately 5:00 p.m., except that there will be no
meetings scheduled for Saturdays or Sundays.

Thereupon the Commission adjourned at L4:10 p.m.



