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Annex 11

Summary of recommendations of the Review Group, aim and results

Recommendation

Aim

Result

{higheat pxrioxity)

Statistical
Commission

(a) Commission to

and_

est the Economic
Social Council to

change the cycle of
Commission sessione to
annual meetings of :

.eight half-days, sprea

over five calendar days
(para 110).

To strengthen the
involvement of
membexrs in the
work of the
Commission by
having shorter
more frequent
meetings.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation, adding the rider that
it should be on the basis of needs. The twenty-
seventh session of the Statistical Commission 2/
kroadly accepted that it should meet more frequently,
if necessary. (There was a special Statistical
Commission session in 1994, followed by a regular
Statistical Commission gession in 1995.

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(b) Commission to
nominate members for
the Bureau for next
gsession at the end of a
session; formal
election at the
beginning of a session.

As continuity in
members of the
Commission is not

high, namely

elected members of
the Bureau ({(Chair,

vice-chair,

rapporteur) are

normally not

familiar with what
is going on, and
often not prepared
for their roles.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

Re-elect same persons a
number of times to the
Bureau.

To improve
continuity.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. T-2 twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

Bureau can meet
informally (paras
111-113).

1 To improve
"l effectiveness.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(c) The Statistics
Division to give a copy
of the "Rules of
procedure of the
functional commissions
of the Economia and
Social Council®" to new
members of the Bureau.
Consider drafting a
popular version of the
"Rules"” extended with
practical hints (para
109).

To improve
effectiveness.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1
accepted this recommendation. The m:o=n<mmm“msn:
session of the sStatistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

(d) The Statistics
Division to invite
chairpersons of
nnww05ﬂw conferences of
chief statistician to
participate in the
sessions (para 109).

Members of the
Commission are not
present because of
their individual
background, but as
representatives of
the world
statistical
community. For
this reason
chairpersons of
the regional
conferences of
chief
statisticians
should participate
in order for the
views of countries
to be heard
effectively.

Tire fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. ine nto:n%mmo<m=n:
session of the Statistical Comm..sion 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect. The
Mwmmuﬂmwawmuoa appears to have been affected,

thoug! was essentially only about f isi
existing informal mnnu:@oﬁﬂ:n. Y " ormalising an

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Resgult

(e) Agencies to present
their informational
statements on paper not
through lengthy oral
statements. Specific
items to be well
prepared and well

| documented through ACC
Subcommittee and/or the
Working Group (paras
109-118).

No need for the
Commission to
listen to lengthy
oral reports.

The mwmnmmbms session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

Recommendation appears to be "honoured in the
breach"!

II. The Working Group

(a) The Group to hold
biannual meetings of
two days (para 115).

The Working Group
is looked upon as
the executive
committee of the
Commission, and
therefore should
meet at least once
between each
Commission
meeting.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided to
make the recommendation to the mconomic and Social
Council that the Working Group meet once a year.
(The Working Group subsequently met in 1993, 1994,
1996 and the next scheduled meeting is 1998.

(b) Commission to
indicate members for
the Working Group at
the end of a session of
the Commission; and to
give preference to
newly nominated members
of the bureau for the
next session (para
114).

To improve
continuity.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place.with immediate effect.

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(c) The Statistics
Division to invite
chairpersons of
regional conferences of
chief statisticians to
participate in the
meetings (para. 117).

LY

Members of the
Working Group are
not present
because of their
individual
backgrounds, but
as representatives
of the world
gstatistical
community.
this reason,
chairpersons of
the rey.ional
conferences should
participate in
order for the
views of countries
to be heard
effectively.

For

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

(d) The Statistics
Division to prepare
short reports of
meetings. Results of
meetings mainly to be
specific documentation
for the Commission
(para 116).

The outputs of the
Working Group
should be reports/
advice for the
Commission.
Therefore, there
is no need for
lengthy reports.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

III. ACC Subcommittee
on Statistical
Activities

(a) The Statistics
Division and agencies
to place more emphasis
on coordination aspects
(paras 90-91);

To see the
Statistics
Division picks up
its coordinating
functions which
were ascribed to
it in the nuclear
gession in 1946.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect.

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(b) ACC Subcommittee to
form ad hoc groups for
special topics (paras
89 and 118);

The report
suggested the ACC
could contribute
more on the
coordination
front, and
suggested this
would be aided if
the ACC reported
on specific and
general topics to
the Working Group
and the
Statistical
Commission.

While the Working Group 1/ accepted this
recommendation, it considered that the recommendation
had been substantially met through the task force
mechanism. Two task forces (national accounts and
international trade statistics) had been created
prior to the fifteenth session of the Working Group,
and the fifteenth session created a further four
(industrial and construction statistics, finance
statistics, price statistics including ICP, and
environment statistics). The twenty-seventh session
of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that Working
Group recommendation would take place with immediate

effect. Subsequently, other task forces have been
created.

(c) No lengthy report
of the meetings for
Commission: specific
documentation for
Commission through the
Working Group (para
118) .

To ensure that key
issues discussed
are easily
identifiable.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
accepted this recommendation. The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/ decided that
this would take place with immediate effect. This
appears to be working in practice, although reading
the reports is still a tedious exercise!

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

IV. Statistics
Division of the
United Nations
Secretariat

(a) To strengthen the
role of serving the
purposes and work of
the Commission (para
119);

To have the
Statistics
Division better
serve the work of
the Commission.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/ changed
nvwm recommendation somewhat, by adding the words "to
find ways" to the beginning of the recommendation.

Tt also decided to request the Statistics Division to
present options to the twenty-seventh session of the
Statistical Commission on ways this could be
achieved. The twenty-seventh session of the
Statistical Commission 2/ decided that the Workiag

ommcvnnmooaam:amnwos would take place with immediate
eifect.

(b) To place more
emphasis on
coordination aspects:
(para. 119).

To have the
Statistics
Division better
serve the
international
statistical
system.

Same as above.

Arabic
Page 11
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woooaaoaawnwor

Result

V. strengthening the
role of regional
statistics
divisions and
conferences of
chief
statisticians

(a) Commission to
advise regional
commissions through the
Economic and Social
Council to strengthen
statistics divisions;
Commission to advise
regional commissions
through the Council to
promote the
establishment of
conferences of chief
statisticians in those
cases where they do not
already exist (paras
92, 107-108, 120) .

To attain a more
equal level of
performance. To
correct imbalances
in the strength of
national
statistical
systems. To
identify
structural
solutions to make
it possible that
all member states
can participate in
the development of
a better global
system, and to
improve
coordination.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
established a drafting group to prepare
recommendations concerning the role of the regional
statistical conferences and statistical divisions, to
be put forward to the twenty-seventh session of the
Statistical Commission. This does not appear to have
occurred The issue "strengthening the role of
regional commissions in gtatistics" was discussed at
rhe Working Group (17th sessgion), where it was
Aecided that a paper would be prepared for the next
Working Group session. A background report was
mCUmwacmunww prepared by ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA. The
Working Group (18th session) agreed that the report
be cmamnma to take account of comments from the
Working Group for consideration at the twenty-ninth
session of the Statistical Commission.

97-03106




Recommendation

Aim

Result

(b) Statistical
Commission to request
agencies working at
world level to
cooperate to the
fullest extent with
regional statistics
divisions and*
conferences of chief
statisticians on
statistics, standards
and technical
assistance (para
132-137);

To achieve better
coordination and
cooperation in the
international
statistical
system.

Same as above.

(c) Regional
Conferences of chief
statisticians should be
more involved in the
development/ revisions
of standards and in
technical assistance
projects.

Statistics divisions
should be involved in
pilot studies to test
draft standards and in
drafting adapted
handbooks.

Statistics divisions
should be involved in
monitoring the
adherence to adopted
standards.

To ensure close
cooperation,
division of
labour, sharing of
work and avoidance
competition, as
well as an optimal
use of resources.

“he fiftcenth session of the Working G

f rou
mmanHHmSmQ.m drafting group to vumwmﬂm p 1/
recommendations concerning the role of the regional
statistical conferences and statistical divisions, to

be put forward to the twenty-seventh session of the

Statistical Commission.
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

VI. Substantive
aspects of
coordination

Integrated work
programmes and vavno<ma
documentation (high
priority)

(a) The Statistics
Division in cooperation
with international
agencies to develop a
(hierarchical)
classification of
statistical subjects as
a basis for programmes
and coordination (paras
51-55);

To enable
programmes of work
of different
agencies to be
described in a
common framework
which will allow
the identification
of gaps and
overlaps.

| btatistical Commission.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
requested that the Statistics Division and ACC
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities present
inter-agency planning reports on a subject basis
where feasible at the twenty-seventh session of the
(The "on a subject basis" of
the decision loses the "integrated" thrust of the
Begeer recommendations.) No such reports appear to
have been presented, although reports on the overall
review of statistical work of international
organisations and the work of the UNSD were
presented. The Statistical Commission requested some
improvements, and that similar reports be prepared
for the twenty-eighth gession of the Statistical
Commission. There were a number of plans and work
programs presented to the twenty-eighth session, and

the plans were endorsed by the Statistical
Commission.

97-03106
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(b) On the basis of the
classification the
Commigsion to oversee
the development of:

(i) A (descriptive)
integrated programme on
data collection, data
processing and
dissemination of
statistics;

(ii) A (descriptive)
integrated programme on
construction/revision
of standards;

(iii) A (descriptive)
integrated programme on
technical assistance
(The three programmes
should be related and
pay attention to the
available resources).
(paras 149 and 150)

' To clearly

describe the
distribution of
activities among
agenci~s and to
establish
cooperation
agreements between
them.

The Working Group also decided that there were six
muwmm.zwmﬂm the need for review was considered a high
priority. These areas were covered either by
existing task forces (national accounts and
international trade statistics) or would be covered
by four new task forces established by the Working
Group AH:QCmmw»mH and Construction statistics,
mpsmbom.mnmnwmnwnm. price statistics including ICP,
and eénvironment statistics). The twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 27 strongly
endorsed this decision.

Other task forces have been subsequently established.

(c) The Statistics
Division to update and
improve the documenta-
tion on the global
statistical system, so
that this documentation
is related to the
above-ment ioned
programmes (para 155
and 156).

Continual updating
of documentation
is instrumental
for an integrated
statistical
program strongly
endorsed this
decision.

E/CN.3/1997/23

Arsbic
Page 15

97-03106

..



E/CN.3/1997/23

Arabic

Page 16

Recommendation

Result

(a) Set up a system for
monitoring the
adherence to adopted
United Nations
classifications,
including a description
of the present
situation on the
adoption of
classifications in the
member countries and
their relationship with
adopted United Nations
classifications (para
129);

To identify
gituations where
standards have
been set wrongly,
or where countries
need technical
assistance.

The Working Group essentially accepted this
recommendation, adding that a progress report should
be vﬂo<w@ma to the Statistical Commission at its
twenty-eighth session. The twenty-seventh session of
the Statistical Commission 2/ endorsed this
recommendation, charging the UNSD with
responsibility for the work, but no such report was
presented to the twenty-eighth session.

(b) A discussion paper
is required on the
advantages and
disadvantages of more
flexible standards
(classifications,
etc.). Concentrate in
first instance on
classifications for
economic activities and
commodities (ISIC, Rev
3 and NACE.1l,etc) (para
74-79, 122-131);

By overcoming the
problems of fixed
standards, achieve
greater
compatibility of
statistics, where
each country can
adopt a version of
a standard that
fits into the
commonly developed
system.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
recommended that such a discussion paper should be
presented to the twenty-eighth session of the
Statistical Commission. The twenty-seventh session
of the Statistical Commission 2/ requested that the
Working Group consider it as a possible special topic
for the twenty-eighth session. An Expert Group on
International Classifications was subsequently
established, which reported to the twenty-eighth
session of the Statistical Commission; however, its
report appears to have concentrated on coordination
of tOHw on classifications, rather than the issue of
possible tiexibility in classifications.
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

{c) Continued efforts
to reduce duplication
in collecting and
processing data from
member countries (see
»Inventory"). (paras
102, 132-137)

The Commission may
request the Statistics
Division and the ACC
Subcommittee to give
this continual
attention. Progress
report at each session
of the Commission along
the lines of chapter 1
of the "Inventory".

To reduce
duplication in
collecting and
processing data.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
recommended that the Statistical Commission should
request the Statistics Division and the ACC
mcvnoaawﬂnmm to give continual attention to this
issue, and request a progress report to each session
of the Commission. The twenty-seventh session of the
Statistical Commission 2/ endorsed this
recommendation, adding that the report be organised
along subject matter lines. No report was provided
to nvm twenty-eighth session of the Statistical
Commission, which requested that report be provided
to the 18th session of the Working Group. This was
done, essentially in the form of a list of
collections, without comment.

(d) On the basis of the
classification of
statistical subjects
develop a programme for
auditing statistics,
disseminated in
whatever form by the
Statistics Division,
the statistics
divisions and the other
agencies in the United
Nations system (paras
138-148) .

Through analysing
and evaluating
statistics
disseminated by
international
agencies, enforce
better
coordination in
dissemination and
enhance confidence
in the performance
of the
international
statistical ‘
system.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
requested that the task forces investigate ways to
carry out evaluations and carry them out as far as
vommwdwm. This loses the "holistic" and
"coordinated" nature of the Begeer recommendation.
This decision was endorsed by the twenty-seventh
session of the Statistical Commission 2/
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(a) Consider the review
undertaken by the
Conference of European
Statisticians. Set up
a similar review. This
item primarily concerns
the publications in
printed or similar
form, but the
relationship with
machine readable forms
of dissemination should
be taken into accounts
(para 157).

To ensure that
only useful
publications are
produced.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
requested the task forces to address this issue in
the course of their review of particular subject
areas. This decision was endorsed by the twenty-
seventh session of the Statistical Commission.2/
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Recommendation

Aim

Result

(a) On the basis of the
(descriptive) integrated
work programme of
statistics and related
documentation an effort
should be made to
identify weaknesses,
gaps and imbalances in
the current programme.
In such a process
budgetary aspects
should be taken into
account (paras 158-163) ;

To identify gaps,

weaknesses and
imbalances in

international

statistics.

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
requested nﬁm.<mwwocm task forces carry ocut this task
wn nrmwﬂ particular subject areas. This loses the
Sonmnwo=.5mnCHm of the Begeer recommendations, but
to a certain extent this was picked up by the \

wwnmﬂ-mmnwvwwmsmu expert group on critical probloms
in economic statistics. i

{b) Besides the
continuation of efforts
to reduce the time lag
between the observation
period and the moment
of dissemination of
structural and det iled
statistics, for some
statistical subjects
consider the
possibility of
collecting and
disseminating more
recent statistical
information (main
indicators) (para 164).

To respcnd to
needs for
(preliminary)
recent data for
short-term
provisional
indicators on
recent
developments.

——

The fifteenth session of the Working Group 1/
requested the various task forces carry out this task
in their particular subject areas.
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Recommendat ior. Aim R 1
esult

advice of the
. .

thh+Mh%hmP
The role of the To use the This recommendat i

- ; i ) - tion was ;
wwmwwwwwomw OomawmmHOS professional 1/, and the nim:n<|mm<m:mmommwmmow<0mrmzzowxPam Group

y an advisory influence of the Commission 2/ subsequently decided e Statistical

one. However, this Statistical should include thes ;Y decided that its role
role should be Commission to € activities.
strengthened in the achieve more

interest of the global cooperation/coordi
statistical system. In nation between
this report the international
potential role of the agencies.
Commission is
emphasised. On the

basis of the proposals
made earlier in this
report this role should
be used to:

(a) Give authoritative
advice on the
allocation of
statistical subjects to
the agencies. This
allocation concerns
statistical work,
development /revision of
standards and technical
assistance;

(b) And on the detailed
agreements between the
agencies on cooperation
regarding the actual

Noteg

1/ Report of the Working Group on Interpational St

fifteenth session, (E/CN.3/1993/21).

., (E/1993/26) .

2/
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