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3 distinct objectives for global public financing  

[e.g. health] 
 

1. Save as many lives** as possible (**MDG/SDG) 

 

2. Provide global public goods with externalities (e.g. pandemic avoidance) 

 

3. Provide solidarity with countries facing special needs beyond their own 

control (e.g. HIV/AIDS, falciparum malaria) 
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4 interconnected challenges 

 
1. Prioritize global efforts towards populations with greatest needs (including 

vulnerable groups) 
 

2. Prioritize global efforts towards populations with limited ability to pay 

 

3. Prioritize resources towards countries that can achieve best outcomes 

 

4. Incentivize domestic resource mobilization to meet local needs 
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Limits of basing financing policies on GNI per capita 

  

1. Imperfect measure of underlying need  

o Social outcomes not necessarily correlated with income per capita 

o Averages mask inequalities across populations 
 

2. Imperfect measure of government financing capacity 

o Provides limited information on domestic resource mobilization 

o Provides little information on a government’s budgetary prioritization 
 

3. Implementation challenges 

o Income-based eligibility thresholds may cut off countries in need 

o National accounts are subject to revision 
 

3 



AFG

ALB

ARE

ARG
ARM

AUSAUT

AZE

BDI

BEL

BEN
BFA

BGD

BGR

BIH

BLR

BOL

BRA

BWA

CAF

CAN

CHL

CHN

CIVCMR
COD

COG

COL

CRI

CZE
DEU

DNK

DOM

DZA

ECU
EGY

ESP

EST

ETH

FIN

FRA

GAB

GBR

GEO

GHA

GINGNB

GTM

HND

HRV

HTI

HUN

IDN

IND

IRL

IRQ

ISR
ITA

JAM
JOR

JPN

KAZ

KEN

KGZ

KHM

KOR

KWT

LAO

LBN

LBR

LBY

LKA

LSO

LTU

LVA

MAR

MDA

MDG

MEX

MKD

MLI

MMR

MNG

MOZ
MRT

MUS

MWI

MYS

NAM

NER
NGA

NIC

NLD

NOR

NPL

PAK

PANPER

PHL

PNG

POL

PRT

PRYPSE

ROU

RUS

RWA

SDN

SEN

SGP

SLE

SLV

SRB

SSD

SVK

SVN
SWE

SWZ

TCD

TGO

THA

TJK

TKM

TTO

TUN TUR

TZA
UGA

UKR
URY

USA

UZB

VNM

ZAF

ZMB
ZWE

LIC LMIC UMIC

50

100

150

25

10

5

U
n
d
e
r-

5
 M

o
rt

a
lit

y
 R

a
te

 2
0
1
4

1,045 4,125 12,736

GNI per capita, Atlas (current US) 2014

Example: GNI per capita vs Under-5 mortality (log scale) 

Source: author based on WDI     4 
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Implications of policies based on a single indicator 

 

Source: Equitable Access Initiative   
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High burden countries ineligible under upper middle-income threshold  

High burden countries ineligible under lower middle-income threshold 

LIC & LMIC countries ineligible under disease threshold (DALY34,000) 

*DALY 34,000 is the median for all countries up to 

UMIC  



Logic of Targeting 
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SDG 2 : EndingRuralHunger.org 

Source: endingruralhunger.org    9 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Linking Needs, Policies & Resources 

endingruralhunger.org                   

10 



11 

Discussion 


