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H.E. Ms. María del Carmen Nasser, Secretary of External Relations and International 
Cooperation, Honduras 

María del Carmen Nasser de Ramos, Secretary of External Relations and 

International Cooperation, holds a degree in Business Administration 

from the National Autonomous University of Honduras and an MBA in 

International Commerce from the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, 

Spain. Prior to assuming her current position, the Secretary served as 

Ambassador of the Republic of Honduras to the Republic of Chile since 

2010. During that period she also served as the Coordinating 

Representative of Honduras at the meetings of the Community the Latin 

American and Caribbean countries(CELAC) under the Chilean Presidency 

Pro Tempore in 2013. Throughout her professional career she has also 

held various positions in the field of business. 

Mr. Mehmet Surreya Er, Vice President, Turkey International Cooperation and 
Development Agency (TIKA), TURKEY 

Mr. Er is Vice President of TİKA since 2012. He oversees the Departments of Central Asia and 

Caucasus & External Affairs and Partnerships. Before that, he served as one of the directors at Office 
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of Public Diplomacy, Prime Ministry of the Republic of Turkey. From 2004 to 

2010 he was lecturer at University of Michigan, USA. Mr. Er focuses on Turkic 

Studies and History, and Turkish Philology in his studies and scholarly 

publications. He holds BA degrees in Philosophy, Political Science and 

International Studies, as well as in History. He has an MA degree in Turkic 

Studies from University of California. He is advanced to candidacy for PhD in 

Turkic Studies, Department of Languages and Cultures, University of 

California. He is fluent in English, French, Russian, Persian, Arabic, Azerbaijani, 

Uzbek, Uyghur, Ottoman Turkish, and Chagatai.  

Mr. Gonçalo Teles Gomes, Vice President, Camões, Institute of Cooperation and Language, 
PORTUGAL 

Mr. Gonçalo Teles Gomes obtained a Law degree from Catholic University in 

Portugal and a degree in Advanced Studies of Common Law and a degree in 

advanced European Studies from European University Center of the University of 

Nancy II in France. Before having appointed as Vice-President of Camões - Institute 

of Cooperation and Language per order of the Minister for Foreign Affairs from 10 

March 2016, he held multiple positions as a diplomat. He served in the Permanent 

Mission to International Organizations in Geneva from October 2005 and 

Diplomatic and Political Adviser to the Special Representative of the Secretary-

Chad and Central African Republic and Head of MINURCAT from 2009. He was the Head of Division 

of North America at the Directorate of Services of the Americas from 17 February 2010 and 

Councilor of the Embassy from October 20, 2010. Right before his current position, he was the 

Director of Services of the Americas from March 1, 2011 and the Consul General of Portugal in 

Maputo from September 6, 2012.  

Prof. Francisco SAGASTI, Foro Nacional International (FNI) (Lead Discussant) 

Francisco Sagasti is professor at the Graduate School of the Universidad del 

Pacífico; senior researcher emeritus and former Executive Director of FORO 

Nacional/Internacional, an independent think-tank; member of the 

International Advisory Board of the Lemelson Foundation; and advisor to 

private corporations, international organizations, foundations and public 

sector agencies on strategy issues. Dr. Sagasti has been, among others, 

chairman of the Board of the Science and Technology Program at the Prime Minister’s Office in Peru; 

member of the Board of Governors of the Canadian International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), and of the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED). He holds 

engineering degrees from the National Engineering University in Lima, Peru, an MSc in industrial 

engineering from Penn State University, and a Ph.D. in operations research and social systems 

sciences from the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Sagasti has published more than 25 books and is 

also the author of more than 150 papers and book chapters. 


