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COMMEMORATION OF ECOSOC AT 80 

 
“#ECOSOC80: A Turning Point for Multilateralism” 

23 January 2026 – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), established by the 

Charter of the United Nations in 1945, will mark its 80th anniversary on 23 January 

2026, coinciding with the first meeting of the Council held on that date in 1946. 

 
As one of the six principal organs of the United Nations, ECOSOC was mandated 

to offer direction to, and provide coordination of, the economic, social, and cultural 

activities of the United Nations, with responsibility for advancing international 

economic and social cooperation and development. (Chapter X: UN Charter) 

 
The commemoration of the Council’s 80th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect 

on the historical role and legacy of ECOSOC in advancing the principles of Article 

55 of the UN Charter and reaffirm its continuing relevance in addressing the 

interlinked global challenges of the 21st century. Crises from climate change to 

inequality to geopolitical tensions demand solutions that no country can achieve 

alone. 

 
It is also a unique opportunity to reaffirm the importance of multilateralism and 

solidarity in today’s complex global environment to address the multiple and 

interconnected challenges while accelerating the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 
Successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs require coordinated 

action by Member States, the United Nations including through the ECOSOC 

system, and diverse stakeholders. ECOSOC’s role in advancing multilateralism for 

sustainable development is therefore critical to strengthening global governance. 

 
Objective 

 
The commemoration of ECOSOC at 80 will aim to: 

 
• Highlight ECOSOC’s contributions and legacy to sustainable development and 

global governance over the past eight decades. 

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-10
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-9
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-9
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• Reaffirm Member States’ commitment to strengthening multilateralism and 

solidarity. 

• Celebrate ECOSOC as a forum for inclusive engagement. 

• Provide a platform for reflection on the role of ECOSOC in addressing current 
challenges, including inequality, climate change, financing for development, 
and the SDGs. 

Draft Programme 
 

The commemoration on 23 January 2026 could be structured as a space for 
reflection, dialogue, and celebration: 

• A four-minute video would open the event, featuring ECOSOC’s legacy and 
milestones as well as set a forward-looking tone, highlighting the Council’s 
continued relevance. 

• Opening remarks would be delivered by the President of ECOSOC, the 
President of the General Assembly, and the Secretary-General. 

• Unveiling of the commemorative stamp collection of ECOSOC at 80 and 
statement by the artist.  

• A moderated high-level interactive conversation would serve as the 
centerpiece of the commemoration and could feature will bring together various 
stakeholders, among them, former Heads of State and Nobel Laureates, 
Heads of international financial institutions, senior UN official, academic 
experts, and representatives from civil society and youth organizations. 

Moderated by a well-known journalist this dialogue could address three 
crosscutting issues: 

1) How to strengthen ECOSOC as an effective platform for fostering a stronger 
enhanced multilateralism and reinforcing global solidarity. 

2) The vital role of ECOSOC in addressing today’s global challenges and 
advancing sustainable development. 

3) What reforms are most urgently needed to enhance ECOSOC’s visibility, 
authority and effectiveness in global economic and social governance? 

• Interventions by Member States and select stakeholders from the floor would 
follow the presentations by the invited speakers. 
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