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QCPR IMPLEMENTATION STATUS UPDATE  
The Regional United Nations Development System: Leveraging regional cooperation, 

expertise and policy advice 
 

HARNESSING THE REGIONAL ASSETS OF THE UN DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM TO ACHIEVE THE 2030 AGENDA 

 

A strengthened United Nations response at the regional level is essential to maximize the impact of 

support for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In General Assembly resolution 72/279 on the 

repositioning of the UN development system, Member States reaffirmed the role and functions of the UN 

development system at the regional level and underlined “the need to continue to make them fit for 

purpose in supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and to revamp the regional structures”. 

Guided by this objective, the Secretary-General, in his 2019 report on the implementation of the 

Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR), put forward five transformative areas to harness the 

regional assets of the UN development system in support of the 2030 Agenda. Reiterated and further 

refined, on a region by region basis and following extensive consultations with all UN regional Groups, 

these five transformative areas were proposed in the Secretary-General’s 2020 report on the 

implementation of the QCPR: 

  

(i) Creation of United Nations regional collaborative platforms (RCPs) that would absorb existing 

duplicative coordination mechanisms and foster collaboration on sustainable development among United 

Nations development system (UNDS) entities operating at the regional level;  

(ii) Establishment of strong knowledge management hubs in each region by pooling policy expertise 

currently scattered across various entities;  

(iii) Enhanced transparency and results-based management at the regional level, including through annual 

reporting on United Nations system-wide results at the regional level in support of the 2030 Agenda;  

(iv) Launch of a region-by-region change management process to consolidate existing capacities with 

regard to data and statistics;  

(v) Identification of administrative services that could be provided more efficiently to regional offices 

through common back offices (e.g. human resources, procurement and common premises), similar to 

efforts that have been made at the country level. 

In ECOSOC resolution 2020/23 (July 2020) and GA resolution 74/297 (August 2020), Member States 

welcomed the efforts of the Secretary-General in formulating the recommendations to harness the 

regional assets of the UN development system. General Assembly resolution 75/233 on the Quadrennial 

Comprehensive Policy Review (2020 QCPR) further requested “the Secretary-General to continue regular 

follow-up, monitoring and reporting, on the work of regional assets of the United Nations development 

system in support of the 2030 Agenda with a view to enhancing transparency, accountability, efficiency, 

coordination and results-based management at the regional level in order to ensure that the longer-term 

reprofiling and restructuring of the regional assets of the United Nations are addressed on a region-by-

region basis and in accordance with the region’s specific needs and priorities, as agreed in resolution 

74/297 of 11 August 2020” (OP 78). 

 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n19/110/07/pdf/n1911007.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n20/103/49/pdf/n2010349.pdf
https://undocs.org/e/res/2020/23
https://undocs.org/A/RES/74/297
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n20/381/87/pdf/n2038187.pdf
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THE REPOSITIONED REGIONAL ARCHITECTURE OF THE UN DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM 

All five regions have transitioned previous coordination mechanisms into the Regional Collaborative 

Platforms (RCPs), the main internal UN-wide collaboration platform for sustainable development at the 

regional level, effective 1 December 2020. RCPs are composed of the Executive Secretaries of the Regional 

Economic and Social Commissions, Regional Directors (or equivalent) of UN development system entities 

and the Regional Directors of the Development Coordination Office. The criteria for membership in UN 

country teams and the UN Sustainable Development Group also guides membership in the RCPs – all UNDS 

entities with significant regional development activities (in that region) are part of the RCP.  

Each RCP is chaired by the Deputy Secretary-General with the Executive Secretary of the respective 

Regional Commission and the UNDP Regional Director as co-Vice-Chairs. The RCP is supported by a Joint 

Secretariat, composed of Regional Commission, UNDP and the Development Coordination Office (DCO) at 

the regional level. All RCPs have annual workplans and hold an annual meeting chaired by the Deputy 

Secretary-General, back-to-back with the Regional Forums on Sustainable Development. 

The Regional Collaborative Platforms have not changed the mandates of the Regional Commissions nor 

those of UN entities at the regional level but provide a platform for inter-agency collaboration in support 

of the 2030 Agenda in line with regional priorities and specificities. The revised Management and 

Accountability Framework of the UN development and Resident Coordinator system, issued in 2021, 

includes a regional chapter setting out accountabilities and reporting lines at the regional level. 

The RCP architecture includes issue-based coalitions (IBCs) and inter-agency groups to take forward 

transformative areas ii-v (see p. 1). The timebound, demand-driven IBCs bring together the existing 

expertise of the regional UNDS entities to advance work at the regional level on sub-regional and regional 

issues and to respond to the specific needs and priorities of countries under their purview. The IBCs vary 

according to the policy priorities and specificities in each region (please see annex I).  

In line with transformative areas ii-v, knowledge management hubs have been launched in all regions1 and 

reports on UN system-wide results at the regional level in support of the 2030 Agenda are published 

annually.  

Efforts to consolidate existing data and statistics capacities have built on existing SDG Gateways in Asia-

Pacific and LAC. In Europe and Central Asia, a Dashboard of SDG Indicators was launched in 2020. In Arab 

States, a SDG Gateway and Data Portal are part of the MANARA platform. The Africa UN Data for 

Development Gateway was launched in September 2021.  

To take forward transformative area v, Regional Operations Management Teams (R-OMT) have been 

established in all regions and regional Business Operations Strategies (R-BOS) are signed-off and in place. 

R-OMTs are currently working on reporting how the regional collaborative arrangements can leverage 

efficiencies at the country level, as well as on new opportunities for regional services.  

 

  

 
1 Africa: https://akmh.uneca.org ; Asia and the Pacific: https://knowledge.unasiapacific.org/; Arab States: 
https://manara.unescwa.org/home ; Europe and Central Asia: 
https://uneuropecentralasia.org/index.php/en/knowledge-and-expertise ; LAC: https://agenda2030lac.org/en  

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/management-and-accountability-framework-un-development-and-resident-coordinator-system
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/management-and-accountability-framework-un-development-and-resident-coordinator-system
https://unsdg.un.org/resources
https://data.unescap.org/
https://data.unescap.org/
https://agenda2030lac.org/en
https://w3.unece.org/SDG/en
https://manara.unescwa.org/home
https://ecastats.uneca.org/africaundata
https://ecastats.uneca.org/africaundata
https://akmh.uneca.org/
https://knowledge.unasiapacific.org/
https://manara.unescwa.org/home
https://uneuropecentralasia.org/index.php/en/knowledge-and-expertise
https://agenda2030lac.org/en
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RESULTS ACHIEVED AND REMAINING CHALLENGES 

 

Since 2020 and as evidenced in the regional results reports, the RCPs have gradually demonstrated their 

potential in supporting and reinforcing an integrated response by UN country teams. Exchanges between 

the regional and country levels, as well as collaboration among platform members around collective 

priorities have become more systematic, and increasingly focused on ensuring regional assets are 

deployed in support of country teams. Recent examples include:  

• The RCP Africa supported the design of essential food systems strategies in Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya 

and South Sudan, as well as the integration of food system acceleration in the Cooperation 

Frameworks of Madagascar, Malawi and Mozambique. In Uganda, the Platform supported the Uganda 

Bureau of Statistics in peer reviewing and improving indicators generated from the Uganda 

demographic and health survey, contributing to quality indicators for monitoring SDG progress in the 

health and socioeconomic sectors. In Mozambique, the RCP Africa deployed IBC expertise to advise 

the Government on carbon market and carbon credits swaps.  

• The RCP Arab States initiated an inter-agency capacity-building programme for social protection, 

which engaged more than 300 participants. It also completed a comprehensive mapping of adaptation 

and mitigation strategies in Arab states, providing a baseline for current climate action at the regional 

and national levels to enable better analysis and planning. 

• The RCP Asia and the Pacific established the Asia-Pacific Regional Networking Group of Food Systems, 

providing a coordinated platform for UN organizations to pool resources for food systems 

transformation. On education, it supported 32 countries in translating national commitments into 

actionable steps and refining action plans and implementation strategies for educational system 

transformation. On climate change, it upgraded the existing IBC to include energy transitions whilst a 

dedicated networking group on Oceans and the Blue Economy was created to ensure its relevance to 

SIDSs and Pacific countries. Earlier this year, the IBC on Digital Transformation was established in line 

with its importance as an SDG accelerator and its relevance to Asia-Pacific.  

• The RCP Europe and Central Asia ensured coordinated support to countries participating in the Food 

Systems Stocktaking Moment in July 2023, including the preparation and submission of voluntary 

progress reports. To advance climate action in the region, the IBC Environment and Climate Change 

organised a workshop on integrating global environmental agendas into country level work of the UN 

system.  

• In 2023, the RCP Latin America and the Caribbean received requests for support from 14 UN country 

teams across the region2, including on climate change and resilience, equitable growth and financing 

for development, governance for peace, justice and strong institutions, and human mobility. 

  

The RCP, through the IBCs and its working groups, have raised awareness, supported advocacy and built 

thought leadership through dialogues organised on a range of thematic priorities on SDG acceleration.  

 

A detailed account of results achieved and remaining challenges can be found in the 2024 SG’s report on 

QCPR or its summary, the UNSDG Chair’s report on the Resident Coordinator system and the annual 

reports on UN system-wide results at the regional level.   

 
2 Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, 
Panama, Peru, and Venezuela.  

https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=a%2F79%2F72&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=a%2F79%2F72&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://ecosoc.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/2024-QCPR-SG-report-summary.pdf
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=E%2F2024%2F5&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex I  - Issue-based coalitions (as of September 2024) 

 

 


