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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,
I am delighted to address you today in my capacity as Vice-Chairperson of the Committee on World Food Security, the CFS.
I would like to share that this year holds a special momentum for the CFS. The Committee celebrates its 50th anniversary which also coincides with the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the context of National Food Security, it is the “backbone” of CFS.
I have the pleasure to introduce to you the report of the 51st Plenary Session of the Committee that took place in Rome from 23 to 27 October 2023, and concluded on 25 November 2023.
First, the Committee discussed the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2023 report which highlighted that we are still far from achieving SDG 2 with an estimated 690 to 783 million people in the world having faced hunger in 2022. Shocks and disruptions arising from conflict, climate variability and extremes, and economic contraction, in combination with growing inequalities, still challenge the capacity of agrifood systems to deliver nutritious, safe and affordable diets for all. In this regard, members recognized the importance of collaboration of all relevant stakeholders for achieving food security and nutrition goals and realizing the right to adequate food.
The Committee also stressed the need to refrain from using food and water as weapons of war in conflict areas, and expressed the need for reliable, sustained, sufficient and unhindered access of essential goods and services to civilians in conflict areas, and stressed the role of UN agencies, international financial institutions and relevant bodies, to address the impact of conflicts on food security, nutrition, and agriculture. 




Second, CFS Members endorsed the “Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls Empowerment in the Context of Food Security and Nutrition”, which guide members in supporting the implementation of coordinated and multisectoral national policies and innovative partnerships to tackle gender inequalities and address all forms of discrimination against women and girls contributing to the goals in SDG 5. The CFS requests the United Nations General Assembly, through this Economic and Social Council, to consider and ensure the wide dissemination of these innovative Voluntary Guidelines to all relevant UN Organizations and Agencies, including the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).
Third, another important achievement of the CFS51 was the endorsement of the “CFS Policy Recommendations on Strengthening Collection and Use of Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) Data and Related Analysis Tools to Improve Decision-Making in Support of the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security”. In this area, an important step into action was the recognition of these CFS policy recommendations by the United Nations Statistical Commission (UNSC) at its 55th Session and the approval of the recommendation to consider food security and nutrition as a standalone statistical data domain in the Classification of statistical activities.
Fourth, the CFS51 Plenary made a significant progress in the definition of a clear strategic vision toward the progressive realization of the right to adequate food and the achievement of SDG 2 in 2030 through the endorsement of its Multi-Year Programme of Work for the next four years (2024-2027). This programme will guide the implementation tasks agreed by the members in enhancing equity and inclusiveness in agriculture and food systems; fostering resilience to shocks and adopting actions to protect the planet; as well as strengthening means of implementation and collaborative action for food security and nutrition. 
A more detailed account of our work is available in the full report submitted to this Council, which I encourage you to review.
Distinguished delegates,
I would like to share that the Fifty-second session of CFS will be held from 21 to 25 October 2024 at FAO headquarters in Rome and I invite you to participle as actively in our dialogues and continue the collaboration for the creation of policy guidance that is relevant for the implementation of the progressive realization of the right to food and to create a world free from hunger. 
As I conclude my remarks, I deeply thank the 141 Member States of the Committee for their engagement, as well as all the participants that include the UN agencies – very especially to FAO, IFAD and WFP-, civil society, private sector, Indigenous Peoples and farmer organizations, philanthropic organizations, the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), international financial institutions (IFIs), the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, and the CFS High Level Panel of Experts, for their engagement.
Thank you for your attention.
