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Opening Remarks

e Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, thank you for joining us today.

e [ wish to commend the President of ECOSOC for convening this special
meeting and for heeding the call by the ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Group
on Haiti to help raise awareness around the alarming levels of food

insecurity affecting Haitians.

¢ As many of you are well aware, Haiti is experiencing a complex,
multidimensional and extremely serious crisis - a crisis that continues

to deteriorate at an alarming rate.



e According to the International Committee of the Red Cross and Red

Crescent, Haiti is one of the eight “crises the world can’t ignore in

2023".

e Yet, for the past decade, Haiti has been labeled by various organizations
as a ‘forgotten crisis’ and the UN Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF)
has allocated tens of millions of dollars through its “underfunded

emergencies” window to Haiti.

¢ Humanitarian needs have doubled in the last year and Haiti is now
among the countries with one of the highest levels of food insecurity in

the world.

¢ 1.8 million Haitians are facing emergency levels of food insecurity and
nearly 5 million people do not have enough to eat. This represents half

of the country’s population.




WFP reports that 80% of families are reducing food to cope with rising

costs.

This is the situation in a country with considerable agricultural
potential and where you can grow corn, sorghum, rice, cacao, nuts, and

varieties of fruits and vegetables.

Soyons clairs, la crise alimentaire en Haiti a été exacerbée par un niveau
de violence tres élevé et, par conséquent, a atteint des niveaux

insoutenables.

Néanmoins, l'insécurité alimentaire reste ancrée dans des problemes
structurels profondément enracinés, des déficits de développement et
une vulnérabilité extréme aux chocs extérieurs et aux catastrophes

naturelles.

Alors que l'insécurité croissante, aggravée par un milieu opérationnel
difficile, complique les efforts dans ce pays des Caraibes, nous pouvons

et devons continuer a soutenir les efforts sur le terrain et a fournir une



assistance immédiate tout en développant et en renforgant la résilience

des ménages et des petits exploitants agricoles.

e Notre discussion d'aujourd'hui porte sur ces deux dimensions

importantes de la crise alimentaire en Haiti :

e Premierement, elle portera sur les besoins alimentaires urgents d'Haiti,

qui représentent pres de 60 % du Plan de réponse humanitaire 2023.

e En second liey, elle portera sur les moyens d'aider Haiti a mettre en

place un systeme alimentaire plus productif et plus résilient.

e ('estsur ce lien entre les besoins alimentaires urgents d'Haiti et les
causes profondes de l'insécurité alimentaire que le groupe consultatif

ad hoc sur Haiti a centré son attention.



e We have an excellent line-up of speakers who will help us understand
the situation and avenues to ensure that the most vulnerable Haitians

receive the assistance and the support they need.

e Haiti is facing a unique and growing food crisis. Now is the time to not

only show solidarity with Haiti. It is time to take action.
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